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This Parshah contains the ©»n> N7 - Priestly blessing, with which

- | Hashem commanded the Kohanim of every generation to bless the Jewish
" | people. It is interesting to note, that despite the fact that the blessing was
| recited in the Beis Hamikdosh and in every Shul, over the entire

i congregation, it is phrased entirely in the singular, rather than the plural.

Explains R' Dovid Goldwasser Shlit"a, that it is not always possible,

* | or wise, to extend the same blessing to everyone uniformly. For the

farmer, rain today may be an anxiously awaited blessing; for the long-
distance traveler, it would be an hindrance. Wealth, a handsome

.| appearance, or an extraordinary measure of some talent, might be

tremendous gifts and resources for one person; for another, each of these

i migh be a burden he cannot handle. Only Hashem, Designer of all

creations and Endower of all gifts, knows precisely what blessing is

appropriate for whom. He therefore tells the Kohanim to bless the people

in the singular; each individual should receive the form of blessing that is

| most appropriate for him.
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According to some Poskim, shaking out a garment to remove dust (or

| powder or chalk) that has been absorbed, can fall under the prohibition of

laundering on Shabbos. The same applies to brushing out the dust. Other
Poskim dispute this, and maintain that dust removal does not constitute
laundering. These Poskim agree, however, that one may not use a brush
to remove dust, nor may one shake or brush it lightly with one's hand or
with a dry cloth.

In practice, we feilow the stringent view and forbid dusting altogether.
However, the prohibition pertains only to removing dust that is trappd
between the fibers of the fabric. Simply removing non-adherent surface
dirt that has not blended with the fabric, is not considered laundering.
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knowledge of religious matters is severly limited and they were to be
considered Y1wW M - captured children (never being provided the
ability to learn Torah)?

R' Chaim Ozer, the Posek Hador, sent back his reply. "Of course, by
the strict letter of the law, a Kohen who is publicly defiling Shabbos is
unworthy of Duchening and blessing the people. Even so, I still rule that
these "prominent" Kohanim should be allowed to continue and go up to
bless the people. The reason for this is that, sadly, they are on the verge
of losing all knowledge and vestige of their priestly stature, and they may
come to marry a woman who is unfit for a Kohen, or be nn2 Novp -
defile themselves from a dead body - something which a Kohen is strictly
prohibited from doing. However, by being allowed on Yom Tov to stand
in the front of the congregation and perform their priestly duties, this will
entrench the idea inside of them, that they are ©»n>, the holy sons of
Aharon, and important in the tradition of the Jewish people, and this
realization will bring about in them a NYowW NWN."
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The Medrash, while explaining this Possuk, adds that this is "To the
generations to come". Why does the Medrash connect this specifically to
the issue dealing with a wife suspected of infidelity?

R' Yonason Eibeschutz ZT"L answers that 930 tell us that while
Bnei Yisroel were in the wilderness, the yn sent down from Heaven also
was instrumental in allaying any suspicions of unfaithfulness on the part
of the wife.

If she had not sinned, her measure of Manna would appear at the
dwelling of her husband, and if she sinned, ascertaining that her husband
was no longer permitted to live with her, her portion of Manna would be
found near the tent of her father. As long as Bnei Yisroel were in the
Midbar receiving their rations from Heaven, it was not necessary to give
the bitter waters to the woman in question, to determine her faithfulness.
It was only later, in the generations yet to come, where they did not have
the luxury of the yn, that this artifice had to be used.
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In the year 1933, the city of J ohannesburg, South Africa, hired a new
| Rov, R' Yitzchok Kosovsky ZT"L, to lead the congregation. It soon
became painfully clear to R' Kosovsky that many of the city's Jews,
including some of the "prominent" members of the community, were not
entirely observant in Torah and Mitzvos, including public Shabbos
desecration, not keeping kosher, etc. Some of them were even Kohanim
and they would make an occasional appearance in Shul on Yomim Tovim
to Duchen - to bless the people with the priestly blessing.

The Rov was somewhat at a loss as to what to do regarding these

| Kohanim and he turned to his prominent brother-in-law, R' Chaim Ozer

Grodzensky ZT"L for advice. Should he be firm regarding these overt

| sinners and disallow them from exercising their priestly right to bless the

people, on the grounds that a x>0N191 NIV 59n - a public desecrater of
Shabbos, is comparable to an idol-worshipper, and therefore, obviously

| not worthy to perform this Mitzvah. Or maybe, he should go easy on

these people due to the fact that their intentions are good, however their
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