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The phraseology of these journeys is apparently redundant. Wouldn't
it have been more simple to say, "They camped at the Sea of Reeds and in
| the Desert of Sin and at Dafkah." Why does the Torah reiterate that they

| left each place?

R' Meir Leibush Malbim ZT"L suggests that each journey

| represented a progressively higher stage on the Bnei Yisroel's climb from
| the MM, the spiritual contamination of Egypt, to the Ny p, the
holiness of Eretz Yisroel. Viewing the journeys from this vantage point,
we understand that the Torah wants to emphasize that these journeys

| were not merely rest stops along the way, but that the Bnei Yisroel had to
| absorb the spiritual elevation that was inherent in each sojourn. If the

| Almighty determined that thy had indeed reached a higher plateau, they
moved on to the next place. This is indicated by the wording, "And they

| left the Sea of Reeds and camped in the Desert of Sin. And they left the
Desert of Sin and camped in Dafkah." Only after learning the lessons of
he Sin desert, did they fold their tents to move to Dafkah.

There is a profound lesson in this for us all. Man, on his path through
life, travels from place to place, passing through numerous stages. He
should regard each journey as a challenge and as a rung on the ladder to
acquiring eternal life. He should thoroughly analyze his inner self to
determine whether he has derived the proper spiritual lessons from his
current situation before moving on to face new challenges.
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If an amount of dirt on a garment is so negligible that it would not
deter a person from wearing that garment, removing the dirt without the
assistance of water cannot be considered an act of Laundering. Even in
that case, however, it is permitted only to scrape or peel off the dirt, but
not to brush it off or scrub the garment vigorously. Furthermore, this is
permitted only with dirt that is not subject to the prohibition of grinding
on Shabbos.
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by Hashem himself. The fact that they received the yn from heaven is
proof of this."

The Kotzker looked at him sternly and said, "No, that's not what the
Mechilta means at all. In fact, it means the exact opposite. This
statement is referring to those Jews who barely eke out a living, the
people who don't know from where their next meal will come and yet do
not worry about what they'll eat tomorrow. That was exactly the case
with the yn - the amount which fell every day was only enough for that
day (except, of course, on Friday). Yet, they were never worried about
what they would eat the following day. It is for such special yidden the
Torah was given."

His point made, the Kotzker, returned to his room and locked the
door.
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The question is raised regarding the Possuk's intent: Is this supposed to
be a positive statement? Doesn't the Mishna tell us N2 0033 NI
nmNT - The more possessions a person owns, the more he has to worry
about, so how can this be positive for the Bnei Reuven and Bnei Gad?

R' Peretz ZT"L of Pshischah gives a homiletical explanation. The
word »nypn here does not refer to livestock, but to "yp» - acquisition,
and the word 171 does not mean a large amount, but rather it refers to
121 - Master. The children of Reuven and Gad had a 727 myp»n” - an
agreement of acquisition with their great and beloved master, Moshe
Rabbeinu.

In asking for pemission to settle on the other side of the Jordan River
rather than in Eretz Yisroel with the other Shevatim, the Bnei Reuven and
Gad justified their request by stating that since Moshe, their teacher and
master, would be buried east of the Jordan, and not in Eretz Yisroel, they
wanted that land to be their home, so that they would never be seperated
from him.
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It was well known throughout the city of Kotzk, that the great Rebbe,
R' Menachem Mendel ZT"L of Kotzk, would remain constantly

| secluded in his own private room, learning Torah and Davening. He
| would only emerge from his room on special occasions and even then,

only for a short period of time.

The story is told that R' Menachem Mendel once surprised all those
waiting in the side room when he suddenly opened the door to his room.
He looked around for a moment and then summoned his Shamash.
Turning to the bewildered Shamash he said, "Tell me, R' Feivel, how
does the Velt explain the statement in the Mechilta that says that the
Torah was only given to those who ate the Manna? Is this the literal
meaning?"

The Shamash nervously answered his Rebbe. "Rebbe," he said, "this

statement is explained to mean that the Torah was given to Bnai Yisroel

in the desert because of the reason that the people then had no worries
about how to support themselves - all their wants and needs were seen to
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