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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

MRENAL,  TeUnD
"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (120)
Honoring a Talmid Chacham. Previously, we discussed the
correct way to honor a Talmid Chacham while walking with him.
There is another area of activities mentioned in Shulchan Aruch
which pertain to honoring Talmidei Chachamim by letting them
go first, or giving them first rights when it can push away others.
Aliyos to the Torah. The Mechaber writes (1) that on Shabbos,
Yom Tov and Yom Kippur, after the aliyah of Levi, we call up
Talmidei Chachamim who have been appointed to act for the
Tzibbur in areas that require their Torah knowledge. After that,
we call up those Talmidei Chachamim who are fit to be
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of the congregation he is leading, to be fully accepted by Hashem.
Public Mitzvah vs. Private Mitzvah. The Sharei Teshuvah @
brings from Shiyarei Knesses HaGedola, a difference between a
public and private mitzvah. For example, if the Tzibbur is putting
up a Mezuza on a congregational building, they should honor a
Talmid Chacham with putting up the Mezuza. However, if two
people want to buy an Esrog, one does not have to allow the
Talmid Chacham to go before him, and he can buy the Esrog (or
nicer). He brings that the Mor U’ketzia is doubtful about this.

BT 1D 93T - DR fa
The Story of Rav Mari bar Rochel - Chulin 112b

appointed as such, even if they have not actually been appointed.
Even if they are younger than other members of the khal, they
still go first. After them, go sons of those Talmidei Chachamim
who have been appointed by the Tzibbur. After them, we call up
other heads of the congregation and the rest of the people. In
places where they auction off the aliyos and the money goes to
charity, the buyer can give the aliyah to whomever he wants, as
long as it is in a way that doesn’t cause machlokes (arguments).
Also if people have “obligation aliyos” (chiyuvim) such as a
Yartzeit, the custom is not to push them away, and we assume
that the Talmidei Chachamin will forgo their honor.

Chazan. The Mishna Berura () quotes from Shiyarei Knesses
HaGedola that if there is a choice of two chazanim to lead the
congregation in prayer and one is a Talmid Chacham, we give it
to the Talmid Chacham. The Mishna Berura writes the same
thing 3) regarding who should be the chazan for the Yomim
Noraim. This is not just due to honoring the Talmid Chacham,

Rav Mari bar Rochel was called after his mother Rochel, and not his
father. Rashi (.onp 1"2) tells us that Rochel was the daughter of
Shmuel who was captured. While in captivity, she concieved Rav Mari
from her non-Jewish captor named Issur. Before she gave birth, Issur
converted and became known as Issur Giyura. This was a case of
"MUYTPA MDY YT XOW . Rav in Yevamos () ruled that
since his mother is a Jewess, Rav Mari is considered "pnix 275" and
he even appointed him to an important communal position. Thus, out
of respect for Rav Mari and his lineage, he was called after his mother.
The Gemara (onp 2"2) tells us that when Issur Giyura was on his
death bed, Rava was holding 12,000 zuz of his. They were discussing
in the Beis Medrash how Rav Mari could legally inherit Issur's money.
Yerusha wasn't an option since Issur was a Ger and we know "
T ToNw P MMV, The Gemara lists a few other options that
couldn’t work either. There was a big tumult in the Beis Medrash until
finally Rav lka came up with the correct way to make a kinyan. Rav
Mari, who was in the B.M. at the time even though his father was
but also (possibly mainly) because the Torah learning of the |dying, heard the idea and quickly ran to Issur, who performed the
Talmid Chacham is a merit for his prayers, and for the prayers requisite kinyan and Rav Mari did indeed get the 12,000 zuz.
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The Netziv, R’ Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin z¢”’/ (Haamek Davar) would say:

“"n5 yndw N2y NR PN’ - A person should not feel that it is beyond his dignity to lead a cow or sheep for a sacrifice,
in the very public domain up to the Bais HaMikdash. Rather, 'n29p nX 802> - he himself should bring it because it is "n>'
- a sanctified object that is being sacrificed to Hashem, 'vn>¥ N1y’ - from his ‘Shlamim’ offerings. The rest of the
korbanos that he wishes to bring may be brought up to the Mikdash by others.”

R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern z¢”’l (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

“onoun NI DORVNDY DYUND NNLNDY NNIND NDYD NINN NNY - Some people reach the level of a ‘burnt and meal
offering,” meaning the summit of perfection. They achieve this through their selfless Torah study and sanctifying Hashem
through their actions and behavior. Conversely, other people only reach the level of a ‘sin and guilt offering’ by not
conducting themselves as they should, their deeds dishonor Him. Chazal say that the Torah is ‘an elixir of life to those who
stand at its right, and a deadly poison to those who stand at its left.” This idea is alluded to in the posuk: Those who stand at
its right are people associated with the burnt and meal-offering, mentioned at the right side of the posuk. Those who stand at
its left are, on the contrary, associated with the sin and guilt-offering, mentioned at the left side of the posuk.”

A Wise Man would say: “Open your ears before Qu open your mouth - it may surprise your eyes!” Km]if;lr’r g‘ﬁg;}f:m
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The Korbon Todah (Thanksgiving Offering) was brought by anyone who survives a dangerous situation, e.g. recovering
from a bad illness, arriving safely from an overseas journey, rescued from sinister circumstances. This Thanksgiving offering
consisted of forty loaves of bread, which the person would eat as a festive meal in commemoration of his salvation. The
Talmud notes two unusual characteristics of this offering which distinguishes it from other, similar offerings. First, it involves
an enormous quantity of food - forty loaves of bread is no small amount. Second, all forty loaves must be consumed within 24
hours, an exceptionally short period of time. The one bringing this Thanksgiving offering could never eat that much bread in
such a short time! So why would the Torah prescribe such parameters? The answer is that the Torah wanted to create a
situation whereby a person will not only appreciate his good fortune, but will share that appreciation with others. With all this
food to eat, he will be compelled to invite family and friends to share the story of how he was saved from danger.

A man living in Jerusalem lost his mother and was in the year of Avelus. He was usually careful to recite Kaddish in
shul during davening for his beloved mother and hadn’t missed even one Tefillah all year. However, one night, returning
home at 3:00 in the morning from a wedding, he fell into bed exhausted. When he turned off the light, he realized that he
hadn’t davened Maariv yet, missing the Kaddish for his mother. In an exhausted stupor, he dragged himself out of bed, got
dressed and rushed off to the Zichron Moshe shtieblach, where he hoped to find a minyan, even at this late hour.

Wouldn’t you know it; that night Zichron Moshe was unusually deserted. Not even a single man could be found and he
was quite disappointed that his streak of never missing Kaddish would come to an end. But with determination borne out of
desperation, he dug down deep and came up with a plan. Pulling out his cell phone, he dialed the number of a well-known
Jewish taxi service and ordered six taxis to the shul in Zichron Moshe. The dispatcher was shocked. “My brother, it’s three in
the morning! You think I have six taxis waiting around for you? I only have five!” The man told him to send the five taxis.

He then called another Israeli company telling the incredulous dispatcher to send five taxis post haste to Zichron
Moshe. The man shouted, “Ata Meshuga? Are you crazy? I only have four drivers!” No problem - all four were sent.

Within twenty minutes, there was a procession of nine taxi cabs parked outside the big shul in Zichron Moshe. The
drivers began talking and were wondering why nine taxis were needed as there was no wedding or Bar Mitzvah going on.

Finally, the Kaddish-man spoke up. He told all the drivers to turn their meters on and come inside the synagogue. “We
are going to pray together the evening prayer - Tefillat Maariv. I will pay each of you just as if you were driving me.”

Some thought it was a joke, but no one was willing to leave: if they were driving at this crazy hour, they all needed the
fare. A few had some dusty Kippahs laying around in their glove compartments and a simple wipe made them as good as
new. In fact, they were never used - so in truth, they were new! Despite being fluent in Hebrew, the drivers had no idea
how to daven: what and when to answer, in addition to when they should daven aloud and when to do so in silence. It took
them a while to get acclimated. But the Kaddish-man, showed them exactly what to do and in the end, they prayed the
most moving Tefillah at 3:30 AM in Yerushalayim followed by the man reciting a heartfelt Kaddish for his mother.

When they had finished, everyone went out to their taxis where the meters were left running. In each cab, the meter
read about 90 shekel per car. The man pulled out his wallet to pay close to 800 shekel to the drivers for their time. As he
handed the money to the first taxi driver in the line, the driver retorted, “My brother, do you honestly believe I would take
money from you who just gave me such an opportunity to help my fellow Jew say Kaddish?” The second driver echoed

this sentiment. “Do you know how long it has been since I prayed? You want me to take money from you?”
All nine drivers had identical reactions and not one of them took the money, although Heaven knows they could use the
extra cash. They embraced the Kaddish-man one by one, and drove off to a new morning in the holy city of Yerushalayim!
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Yirmiyahu HaNavi was tasked with reminding Klal Yisroel

that the primary purpose of leaving Egypt wasn’t for the
sacrificial offerings, but rather that the Nation observe the
Torah and mitzvos and place their trust in Hashem.

“The wise man shouldn’t praise himself with his wisdom,
the strong man with his strength, nor the wealthy with his
wealth; rather, through understanding and knowing Me, that
I Am Hashem...” The question is: why not? Shouldn’t
people be proud of their accomplishments?

R’ Avraham ben Baruch z¢#”’ (brother of the Maharam
M’Rottenberg zt”’l) quotes Chazal who tell us: “Everything

is in the hands of Heaven except for Fear of Heaven”
(Berachos 33b). There may be wealthy, healthy or strong
people who go about their day thinking that their wealth,
health or strength is secure and will carry them through the
day, but their trust is misplaced in things that can disappear
in the blink of an eye. While at first glance things seems to
be going well, there are times when all the wealth, health or
strength in the world won’t help people at all. They will not
only be physically lost; they will also have nowhere to turn
to for assistance. Hashem filled the Torah with the answers
to any and all problems, and all that is needed is to place
one’s trust in Hashem so that no matter what is in store for
him, he will be able to weather it successfully.

Join in and listen to a 5 minute daily shiur in Kedushas Einayim. Call 718450-9990. Your cyes are precious - Turning onc's eyes away from evil is the ultimate goall
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Every morning the Kohen would walk into the Bais HaMikdash and the first task he did was the removal of the ashes that
accumulated from all the Korbanos consumed throughout the previous night. The Chovos Halevavos explains that the Torah
did not want the Kohen'’s exalted position to go to his head. He could become arrogant and start to believe that he is better than
all the others. Therefore, the first duty - taking out the ashes - is designed to humble him. And just as the Torah is concerned
that the Kohen’s ego shouldn’t be inflated, it is also a concern that other people’s egos should not become deflated. Chazal
tells us (0P ") that when people brought Bikkurim (first fruits) to the Bais HaMikdash, the rich would bring them in baskets
of gold and silver, while the poor would bring them in baskets of woven reeds. When the rich stepped forward, the Kohanim
would take the fruit from the basket and then return the baskets to them. But when the poor presented theirs, the Kohen would
take the fruits together with the basket. Why did the Kohen differentiate between the rich and the poor donors?

My machshava is, it was done for the protection of the poor. The rich people usually have magnificent fruits; their Bikkurim
offerings were lavish. When the Kohen took their nice luscious frui out of the basket it was a sight to behold. But when the
poor man with lesser fruit, would bring his, had the Kohen taken the fruits out of the basket for all to see, it might cause him
embarrassment. Therefore he kept the fruits in the basket, out of sight, so the poor man could maintain his dignity.

We must always be concerned with other people’s respect and feelings. May we all be zoche that our children should
grow up in the ways of the Kohen, treating their family and friends with dignity, always “taking the basket with the fruit in
it.” The zechus of Torah learning and adhering to this important life-lesson will no doubt hasten our Geula.

TIDIT QAT j‘l@'—z tzg—p high for them and they cannot reach it.”
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Yon: In 1956, R’ Binyamin Kamenetzky z’I founded the
Yeshivah of South Shore, a yeshivah that thrives till this very
day. Soon after establishing this Makom Torah, R’ Binyamin
invited his father, R> Yaakov KamenetzKy z¢”I, to tour the
premises and assess the progress. It was an impressive tour
and all the students came out to greet the great Rosh
Yeshivah. They walked through many classes and among
the numerous classrooms they viewed, R’ Yaakov was
shown the pre-school program and the young children
learning there. On the doorway of the classroom, there was
a colorful Mezuza that was placed lower than a regular
Mezuza which is at the bottom of the top third of the
doorpost. This one was at the bottom third of the doorpost.
The teachers explained the downward adjustment. “We
thought that if we made the Mezuza lower, it will allow the

R’ Yaakov smiled and explained that we must not lower
the Mezuza for the children to kiss it. Instead, we must raise
the child to reach the Mezuza at its proper level. What we
must do is put a step-stool in order for the children to reach
higher - to the proper level of the Mezuza. The point, said R’
Yaakov, is to raise the child at an early age to reach the height
of the mitzvah instead of lowering the mitzva to the child!
%wm3: Moshe was instructed to place the priestly vestments on
Aharon and his children. Moshe was careful to note that he
was following the directive of Hashem and no one should
think that he was doing it to honor himself or his brother.
When we do a mitzvah, we must realize that it is not up to us
to decide how or where a mitzvah should be done. We have
been given these great opportunities, known as mitzvos, to
sanctify Hashem, and especially with regard to our children,
we must be careful to show them how to do things the right

childreﬂr;_ to reach up and kiss i'tl’ with ease. Otherwise. it 1‘3 tooi way - not the convenient way - for t‘l‘ll’;l; is the will of Hashem.
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This posuk is referring to the fire that burned constantly upon the mizbeach (altar) in the Mishkan. Explains the Shlah

Hakadosh, R’ Yeshaya Halevi Hurwitz zt”’I, these words are a very important message for every Jew. A shulchan, a table,
is compared to a mizbeach. In every Jewish home, it is around the shulchan that much time is spent during Shabbosos,
Yomim Tovim and other opportunities to eat together. At every single gathering around the family “Altar” a fire must burn.
What type of fire are we referring to? The fire of Torah should always burn at every meal! When people get together and
talk about politics, or even worse, talk Lashon Hara about other people, and not a single Torah thought is said, it is deemed
“a gathering of fools” and a wasted opportunity to uplift physicality to meaningful and spiritual heights.

In this world, people can get so involved in day to day physical activities like working, eating, running errands, shopping,
exercising and sleeping. People can get so bogged-down in the less important areas of life and completely forget about the
main thing: Torah! Torah! Torah! This includes, Torah thoughts, Torah ideals, and a Torah outlook which must envelope
every aspect of life. In fact, it is every aspect of life that should be illuminated with the light of Torah.

Especially at this time of year, after Purim when we begin preparing for Pesach, let us not forget the purpose and goal of all our
preparations. Pesach is not about cleaning or clothing, and it’s not about food. It is about passing over the true Torah hashkafa
to the next generation. The only way we can give Torah to our children, is if it is constantly burning within us. It is imperative
for every Jew to see to it that his personal “Aish Tamid” should continue to blaze ahead and fortify his “Mizbeach” - his altar
upon which he and his family devote so much of their lives and their time to - “Lo Sichbeh” - it shall never be extinguished!




