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The numerical value of »nn>w - place it (into their mouths), is equal
to "nNnwa” - with joy. The words of the Torah are 2% 'nnwn - gladdening

the heart and should be studied amid a spirit of joy.
The gemarah (.n m>72) states: R' Zeira said, "Take note that the way
of the Holy One, Blessed is He, is not the way of flesh and blood. The
- | way of flesh and blood is that when a man sells an object to his neighbor,
| the seller is said (for he had to part with his possession), while the buyer
is happy. However, this is not the way of Hashem. He gave the Torah to
Bnei Yisroel and rejoiced."

What are we to learn from the fact that Hashem rejoiced when He
gave us the Torah? Answers R' Avrohom Hakohen Pam Shlit"a that
this teaches us that joy is a primary factor in the proper transmission of
Torah. Hashem, who "teaches Torah to His people Israel", does so with
great joy. Similarly, every teacher of Torah must impart the Torah's

| teachings with joy and enthusiasm, for only in this way, will His words
leave their desired impression upon his students.
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Shavuos is the only scriptural Yom Tov on which there is a custom to
| also partake of dairy foods, especially on the first day. Many fulfill this
| custom in the following way: Halachah states that Kiddush on Shabbos
| and Yom Tov should be recited in conjunction with a meal - vy Pp
| nyv o1ppa. One may fulfill this requirement by eating the necessary
| amount of bread, cake or other food of the five grains, following the
recital of Kiddush over a cup of wine. On Shavuos day, many serve dairy
| foods such as cheesecake or blintzes with Kiddush, and later eat a meat
meal. Since these grain foods are considered a form of bread, partaking
of them and then eating bread at the festival meal, is considered a
remembrance of the oNYN XNV - two loaves of bread in the wipnN M.
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face the Talmidim and went on with his Shmuess. - NYD 1995 12 MINIY B V7N .7D5D7 93 13°¥2 NINYA BN DN
Those near R' Aharon noticed that for the remainder of the Shmuess, | = (.ho oONo9Y)
his head was down. A talmid who sat only a few feet away recalled that | 13 MY 0 D1IPDI NNY MNIND NNWHNI DIRN 12 NHDYIY 7YI9
from that point on, he could not concentrate anymore on the Shmuess. He | 12 WOV INRD AN HINNYND NNV NN DX POV PN YT PP .07 1N
could not take his eyes off the Rosh Yeshivah, R' Aharon, who had his . N2 MINY PHY H1IPN NNY PRI NNNN 12 PN,7DID7 1PYAT MNN
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head underneath the top of the shtender and was crying like a child.

R' Aharon, the classic nna Y0 - foiler in Torah study, had taken R’
Elya's words 7191 Y0y o8 and applied them to himself as if they had
been words of reproof. It seemed that he was making a wan yawn - a
personal reckoning, lest his own effort and toil in Torah study be lacking
in any way - though it is hard to imagine how this could have been
possible of R' Aharon.

When the Shmuess had ended, the floor beneath R' Aharon's seat was
soaked with tears!

TORAH GEMS .
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Chazal metaphorically describe the giving of the Torah at Har Sinai as "
a "wedding ceremony" - between Hashem and the Bnei Yisroel. Rashi
there relates how Hashem's shechinah - divine presence, went forth to
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During the 1950's , the great Ba'al Mussar, R' Eliyohu Lopian ZT"L,
| (then Mashgiach at Yeshivah Knesses Chizkiyah in Eretz Yisroel) visited

meet Bnei Yisroel, just as a Chosson goes out to greet his bride. Just . America, and he accepted an invitation to deliver a Shmuess - ethical

before the Chuppah, Hashem tells them #0>0y7 530 MoNw %7 BRYM” - v discourse, at Beis Medrash Govoha in Lakewood, New Jersey.

And you shall be my treasure among the nations....... o The Shmuess was held on a hot summer day. The air-conditioning
R' Henoch Leibowitz Shlit"a elucidates this Possuk. When a person | system in the Beis Medrash was old and noisy: it had been shut off so

receives a great deal of love from Hashem, his attention and thoughts
become involved with this relationship, to the exclusion of anyone else.
While he becomes aware of the love bestowed upon him, he loses some
appreciation of being selected from a large field of candidates. He forgets
how special he is in Hashem's eyes and Hashem's love is no longer as
meaningful to him, because to a slight degree, he feels there is no one else
for Hashem to love. It is this phenomenon that we see from the Possuk
"My treasure from among the nations". Of course we know that there are
many nations on the earth, but this knowledge becomes clouded in our
emotional enrapture. We lose sight of the fact that Hashem could shower
his affection on so many others instead of us.

that R' Elya, who was then in his eighties, could be heard. After speaking
in his typically powerful manner for forty-five minutes, R' Elya said,
"What I have said thus far is by way of introduction." He then withdrew a
handkerchief from his pocket and wiped the perspiration from his brow.
The Rosh Yeshiva, Hagaon R' Aharon Kotler ZT"L, leaned over
his shtender from his seat near the Aron Hakodesh, and said to R' Elya,
"You do not have to continue right away. Perhaps you should rest a few
minutes and then continue."
R' Elya turned to R' Aharon, and in a tone of wonderment said,
™79y Y¥Y DTN - Man was created to toil (in Torah)!" He turned back to




