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"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (147)
Laws of Talmud Torah: Teaching a Gentile Torah. Before the
Yomim Tovim we began the topic of the issur to teach a gentile
Torah and the prohibition on the gentile himself to learn Torah.
Seven Mitzvos of the Gentiles. The Gemara (1) says that a gentile
is permitted to learn the laws of the seven mirzvos that he is
obligated to keep. This is very understandable because in order
to fulfill them, he must have the right to study the details. The
Rama Mipanu ) writes that this an actual obligation on them to
learn this material. Tosfos 3)adds that a Ben Yisroel is allowed to
teach gentiles the laws of the seven mirzvos. (Even though there is
an opinion that argues, see Tosfos HaRosh and Bach there. The
Poskim assume that the halacha is like Tosfos and a Ben Yisroel
can teach him these seven mitzvos @. Indeed, in earlier gener-
ations and in our generation, material has been published, with
the approval of Gedolim, to make it available for them to read.)
On_a Simple Level. The Maharsha (5) holds (based on his
explanation of the wording of the Germara) that although we can
teach a gentile the laws of the seven mitzvos, it can only be done
on a simple level, enough for him to fulfill what he has to.
However, to teach him in depth about the seven mitzvos, such as
pilpul (sharp analysis), Chiddushei Torah and the like, is
prohibited. If the gentile himself is able to delve deeply, he is
permitted to do so in his seven mitzvos. Shu”t Machana Chaim
1:7 and Netziv Vayikra 18:5 also write like the Maharsha.
Seven Mitzvos or More? The seven mitzvos on gentiles are
listed in the Gemara ©): They are 1) Civil law, 2) “Blessing”
(which means the opposite) the Name of Hashem, 3) Serving
idols, 4) Marrying forbidden relatives, 5) Murder, 6) Theft, 7)
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sins that involve actively “doing” something wrong. However,
there is another issur on a gentile to set himself up a day of rest
like our Shabbos, where the issur is done passively. Of course,
the gentile can also learn the laws of this eighth mitzvah.
According to the Sefer HaChinuch (7) these seven mirzvos are
generalities that can include more detailed issurim. For example,
the issur of not desiring another person’s belongings (Lo Sisaveh)
is a way to keep one away from theft and includes a gentile who
has this issur, and thus can study its details.
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In (03) T>53, the Gemara says that the abridged version of nyw
MWy known as "w»an” cannot be recited on maw N because
"N NNN' needs to be said. The Gemara asks, why not just insert
it and does not give an answer. Rabbeinu Yonah offers an answer
and says that since the tefillah of »»an is an abridged version of the
complete berachos of Shemonah Esrai, if we would just insert nnN"
"N, it would give us the false impression that this tefillah is a
stand-alone complete beracha, when in essence it is meant to be

inserted as an add-on to the beracha of "yn nnx'".

R’ Chaim Brisker zt”l asks: why in "mmnn Sy" do we insert a
mention of (121 NHy) on Rosh Chodesh and Yom Tov, yet we don't
insert any "oon Yy" mention? He answers based on the above
Rabbeinu Yonah, that since "mnnn Sy which is really a shortened
version of Bentching (called wow ywn), therefore only complete
berachos are inserted. Since the halacha tells us (1on y"w) that if
one forgets "~an nby in its proper place in bentching, he can add
"IN HNI YD N v T later on, it is considered as its own
beracha. Since "o Yy does not have this solution it can't be

considered its own beracha and is therefore left out of vbw pyn.

Eating a torn limb from a live animal. This list only mentions
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R’ Yisroel Alter z¢”’l (Beis Yisroel of Ger) would say:

“m NN OPYN D™ - Rashi tells us: ‘This name (0pYN) represents the Divine Attribute of Justice, which was
converted to the Divine Attribute of Mercy through the prayer of the righteous.” Where do we see that Noach davened?
There is no mention of it in the Torah. The Rebbe, R’ Bunim z¢£”’ in Kol Simcha says that there are many silent prayers
that are not uttered from one’s lips, but rather emanates from a broken heart. These emanations are prayers. When Noach
saw how the whole world was destroyed, he was brokenhearted that only he remained, and this itself was his zefillah.”

R’ Moshe Sofer z¢”’l (Chasam Sofer) would say:

CNIND DY PY MY T .. PY2ONM NP NN - In these words, we find a remez (allusion) to the words of the Shulchan
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Aruch: "Tnn W NWY , TRUITR WN0 NWY ,TE0 Wwnd nuy TR wnd Nwy Do M9 9apm non WoN 02T T 9D 50" (One
who always says these 4 things will merit the Divine Presence). The first letter of each spells out »-n-w-p' and Chazal tell us
that since the Churban Bais HaMikdash, the Gates of Prayer (n>an »yw) are blocked by the clouds, as it says in Eicha
(3-44): ‘You have enveloped Yourself in a cloud, so that no prayer can pass through.” However, if one says these 4 things,
which are represented in the word "nwp' - it will allow his tefillos to push through the clouds - Y0 9y Py Mya .

A Wise Man would say: “A flower, if you bruise it under your feet, rewards you by giving you its perfume.”
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The years between 1948 and 1951 witnessed a huge migration of Jews to the shores of the Land of Israel. This influx
began at a time when Israel was in the throes of its greatest struggle for survival, the War of Independence, and continued
throughout a period troubled by both security concerns and economic hardship. In the mid-1950’s, a second wave arrived
in Israel. The immigrants of the country’s first decade radically altered the demographic landscape of Israeli society and
religious education for the children of these immigrants was imperative. Many of the Gedolim took up the challenge
creating networks of yeshivos, but funding was always difficult, and the Israeli government often thwarted them in the
hopes of incorporating these religious children into modern Israeli society, throwing off the yoke of Torah and mitzvos.

The city of Chadera’s population increased dramatically in 1948 as immigrants flocked to this northern city, near the
port of Haifa. Most of the newcomers were from Europe, but 40 Yemenite families settled there, too. The renowned
Maggid, R’ Yankel Galinsky z¢”l worked tirelessly to found Yeshivas Chadera, and devoted his life to it, traveling
worldwide to solicit funds for the yeshivah. On one occasion, he arrived at the home of a wealthy American Jew, who had
a lot of money but not a lot of regard for yeshivos and Torah education. R’ Yankel figured that with his gift of always
finding the right thing to say, if anyone was going to get money out of this man, why can’t it be him?

The rich man was gracious enough to let him in his house and R’ Yankel lost no time in describing the students and how
they were growing in their studies and middos tovos. He specifically mentioned how he managed to rescue dozens of
children who were on the verge of turning away from observance and now, with the extra “nefashos” in his school, he
required money for more benches, books and supplies. Not to mention food.

Leaning forward, the American looked at R’ Yankel and said, “I am a businessman and I spend my time looking for
successful ventures and opportunities. When I see them, I go for it. In your case, I'm afraid, the ‘religious war’ you are
waging is a lost cause and you will not be successful, so why should I lose my money with you?”’

The diminutive Maggid became animated and he jumped up. “You are right! We do not have the power to stop the
flood of irreligiosity that is overtaking our cities. But we are building ships - arks like the biblical Noach - to protect
ourselves against the impending storm. If the great Noach himself would come to your house and ask you to donate to the
worthy cause of building an ark to save mankind, would you not donate?”

The rich man smiled and replied, “Rabbi, I learned in yeshivah too and I remember that Noach’s ark was built with a
layer of foul smelling pitch, inside and out, to protect against the scalding hot water. But even this would not have
withstood the flood, if not for the fact that the Lord caused a miracle and made the water surrounding the ark cool. This
alone, allowed it to survive. So, it took a miracle for Noach to be saved. Can you tell me that your little yeshivah will also
experience this miracle? Do you think that the ‘flood waters’ will not overrun your yeshivah and your students and wipe
you out from within?”” The man sat back smugly, thinking he clinched the argument.

But R’ Yankel was not impressed. In a serious tone, he practically shook as he spoke. “Listen here. Noach had no idea
what the Mabul was going to be like. All he knew was that he would do whatever it takes to build a sturdy ark and survive
the flood - and the rest is up to Hashem! Indeed, Hashem watched over him and secured him, his family and the animals in
his ark because he was meant to survive.” R’ Yankel pointed at the rich man and concluded, “We are doing everything in
our power to teach Jewish children the proper values of Torah and middos tovos and Hashem will do the rest. Boruch
Hashem, we are already seeing the fruits of our labor. So decide right here, right now - do you want to help us build our

ark or will you abandon those children to the street and allow them to be washed away by the onslaught of the flood?”
These words hit their mark and the rich man was impressed. He took out his checkbook and became a supporter.

.. B0 BRI W1 WK

(@-T3pw") .. P13 %D N2PL AP WN 5 PNt FI e
Just as Hashem promised Noach that he will never bring a
flood over the entire earth, so did He promise to never
allow his anger to impact the ultimate redemption of the
Jewish people. Interestingly, the Zohar points out that
while the Navi was clearly referring to the waters of the
Mabul, he called them the waters of Noach. Why is this so?
In Toras Tzvi he explains that we learn from Chazal that
Noach’s generation was a fully immoral and murderous
one and as a result was slated to be destroyed. Thus, Noach
- who was a member of this generation - was also slated to
be destroyed, however, since Noach was “favored” in the

eyes of Hashem, he was spared his generation’s fate. As the
“favored” one, Noach should have stepped up and prayed
for the salvation of the rest of the world, just as Moshe
Rabbeinu did when His people, Bnei Yisroel, were facing
annihilation from Hashem. The righteous in each generation
have a responsibility to ensure that everyone upholds all
that which is important. Since Noach failed to plead on
behalf of his generation, thus the destructive waters are
called "m »m" - which teaches us that these waters are
referred to as if Noach himself was responsible for them.
While one thinks that if he remains complacent, he will
stay out of trouble, it is important to remember that just as
there is a time to be quiet, there is also a time to speak out!

Join in and listen to a 5 minute daily shiur in Kedushas Einayim. Call 718450-9990. Your cyes are precious - Turning onc's eyes away from evil is the ultimate goall

o ;NS N I SN o CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM

(R-m) 7137 TSN 3D O oan ;libjﬂ ﬁﬁi}gﬂ'@ FAMILY OF R CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZI'L

The Torah elaborates how, after the Mabul, Noach made numerous attempts to ascertain whether the ground was
sufficiently dry to allow him and his family to go outside. First, he sent the raven (3y) who refused to go. Rashi cites the
Medrash that the raven was destined for a different mission in the times of Eliyahu HaNavi. Noach then proceeded to send a
dove (m») who did not come back on the third try. Noach then realized the earth had sufficiently dried out. The question is, the
Torah is always so careful not to use extra words, so why is there a need to elaborate on this long drawn-out process?

My machshava here is as follows. A person may attempt to try something new and it doesn’t seem to take off. A parent
may have certain aspirations for a child and will get frustrated when the child doesn’t seem to succeed at it. A ben Torah tries
to start a new and difficult masechta but it doesn’t go, or a new business venture fails. The Torah’s lesson for us here is that
this child may be destined for something else. The entrepreneur may be destined to succeed at his next undertaking. Don’t
think he is a failure. Rather, give him support, love and time to find his own unique destiny. Don’t give up on the endeavor;
the time just may not be ripe yet. With perseverance it will take off, B ezras Hashem, as did the n» on its third attempt!

One last machshava to complement this one. The parsha concludes by listing the names and years of all of Noach’s
descendants. One of them was Yop» - a man who merited having thirteen children. Rashi tells us that in the zechus of his
humility (the name Yo means small), he was zoche to such progeny. The idea is that sometimes, the smaller child, the
unassuming and quieter one who you think cannot do anything, may in fact be your greatest source of nachas! So let us not
underestimate ourselves, our spouses and definitely not our children. Have tolerance and love, and enjoy the eventual nachas.
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Yom: Recently, at a “Seudas Hoda’ah” (Thanksgiving feast)
that a person made after recovering from a deadly sickness,
he got up to speak and revealed what he believed was the
secret to his recovery. “One day, as I lay in the hospital, a
group of doctors convened near my bed, assuming I was
asleep since my eyes were closed. One doctor said,
‘According to statistics, he barely has a chance to live. Yet,
I'm certain he will survive because he has a strong desire to
live.” After hearing those words I made a strong commitment
to remain strong and pull out of the illness. I constantly
thought, ‘I have the willpower to live and I will survive.’
That is what pulled me through the road until recovery.”

The man then introduced his doctor. In his speech, the
doctor related the following: “Everything the patient said
before was true except for one thing. I remember that
meeting when we stood at his bedside, and I said out loud that

the patient will recover due to his strong desire to live.
However, what he doesn’t know is that I was speaking
about a different patient, not about him! His illness was so
severe that I didn’t imagine he could survive, even with a
strong desire. I learned from his recovery that when one has a
strong desire to live, he can recover even from the most
severe illness. Also, encouragement goes a long way, even
when the patient only imagines that it was intended for him.”
%Yemy: Rashi tells us that Noach “believed but didn’t
believe” (PnNn wNy pnNn) that the terrible flood would
come and destroy the world. How can we say this if we
know that Noach was a Tzadik Tamim? The Ohev Yisroel
answers that Noach believed what Hashem said that the
Mabul would come. But he knew that what a person
believes can actually create that reality. If Noach believed
the Mabul would come, he could bring it about. Thus,
although Noach believed, in a certain way he actively
doubted it so as to stall it and not bring about the destruction.
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The Torah informs us - in the first posuk of the parsha - that Noach was a Tzaddik, a righteous man in his generation. A bit
further on, however, the Torah calls him "7 X' - a man of the earth. This seems to imply that he lost that title of
righteousness and became a simple “earthy’” human being. How does one slide from the heights of "p>18 v\ to the apparent
depths of "N~ vwN'? What happened to Noach that he lost his exalted status - and in such a short time?

In the era of the horse and buggy, traveling was a slow and arduous ordeal. It was primitive and very time- consuming,
yet if the horses scraped each other or the wagons collided, there was little damage and few casualties. Today, however, in
our “space-age,” when all it takes is a few short hours to fly from one end of the earth to the other - it is fast-paced and
hassle-free - and yet, if two jets collide in midair 5™, that would be the end of both planes - there’d be nothing left!

After the Mabul, Hashem put a special blessing into the world to the effect that events that would normally take many
years to play out, came to pass in one day. The very first thing Noach did when he came out of the ark was plant a vineyard.
The vines grew, the grapes blossomed, the juice squeezed, the wine fermented, and Noach became drunk - all in one day!
Since the power of time was so great, the damage Noach did to himself was equally great! He went from an "»>78 ¢»NX" to an
"N N so rapidly for he neglected to seize the opportunity of rebuilding, regenerating and growth for fzidkus -
spirituality and righteousness. Noach failed to recognize the importance of time - of every second of the day - and how
much can be done in that time. Instead, his own earthly efforts brought about his immediate and precipitous downfall!

How careful we must be to utilize the special opportunities in our own lives to achieve more than we ever imagined!




