19 NIRRT YIN IR NIRRT

o

TORAH TAVLIN
IS ALSO AVAILABLE
ONLINETO VIEWARCHIVES,
‘ STORIES,ARTICLESOFINTEREST
ORTO SUBSCRIBE TO RECEIVE

THIS TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.
WWW.TORAHTAVLIN.ORG
Torah Taviin Publications ORSENDANEMAILTO
—~ S SUBSCRIBE@TORAHTAVLINORG
o © All Rights Reserved

TN OMRY / DX AT / MSTon AN
Chag HaSukkos / Shemini Atzeres / Simchas Torah
September 26-October 4, 2026 — 720N ON 22—10
T7ann 2w

PITY RO IRen WY Y N7 YRumn TER DNTEN T ¥R nea

T Y37 9320 7P DTYNAT KGR 0T MO0 33 27 TV OV TN
W DI M W T WP M P WD MR OV T @ 79103 K¥

MO0 T TP — N2 2P — M2 — BN T2

The Gemara [v> n>70] makes a mw n from "wy nwnn” that's written by nos, to "y nwin' that is written by mmo. Just like by noa
there is a nx NN 2avn only on the first night and after that nxn NN is a MM, so too, on Mo there is a avn to eat in the o only on
the first night. After that, if one chooses, he may only eat »y n>ax and there would be no 2vn to make a seuda and eat it in the sukkah.

The ¥ [v5N] paskens this way: one must eat a o of onb in the N0 on the first night. The 2w adds, that even though this avnis
derived from the above v from noa and nxn N only requires a ™, it is still best to eat a bit more than a ny»5 in the sukkah to be
wwn for those that hold on the first night, the N> n>ax ww is the amount that would require one to eat in the sukkah on the rest of the
days of sukkos, which is N3 2. In n59n M the n'n brings that many Poskim wonder what the vy rnis that puxa vy 9 is a avn to
eat in the sukkah. After all, they ask, itis v"v» and one is required to eat na so x> one will have to eat in the sukkah? Why the special drasha?

The n"n says, he doesn't understand the question. We know that if one is yvxi to eat on v"m maw he doesn't have to eat, because the
point is xy and for him eating is not pleasurable. But according to our nw~, this person would now have to eat in the sukkah because it's
now a N, My Txn avnand not a p7in amy. So, our " is very necessary.

The N holds that since by it says mxn oaxn o nyaw, this teaches us that although the avwn is only the first night, one will get a
mitzvah for every mm> of nxn he eats for all 7 days of Pesach. The 2"wn says, he is uncertain, but maybe according to this X" since we
compare "-1w one should make a point of eating bread in the sukkah every day to be o»pn a msn.
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Halachos and Minhagim of Chag HaSukkos (4)

How Much to Eat. The basic halacha is that one must eat the

The First Night(s) of Sukkos. Apart from the general seven day
(eight outside Israel) mitzvah of ™awnm»o1" - “You shall live in

a sukkah,” there is a special mitzvah on the first night of Yom Tov
to eat bread in the sukkah, which is derived from the mitzvah of
eating matza on the first night of Pesach. This is learned (1) from a
similar wording in the mitzvos of Pesach and Sukkos ("wy nwn).
We therefore apply the following matza halachos, exactly or
similarly, to the mitzvos on the night(s) of Sukkos, some
according to all opinions and some according to some opinions.
These halachos apply outside of Eretz Yisroel on the second
night of Yom Tov unless stated otherwise.

Erev Sukkos. One should eat bread or challah at his seudah
with a good appetite. Thus, just like on Erev Pesach there are
eating restrictions in order to eat the matza with an appetite,
similarly on Erev Sukkos men should not eat bread or mezonos in
the last quarter of the day so as not to become tao full .

Earliest Time. Even if one accepted Yom Tov early, he cannot
perform the mitzvah of sitting in a sukkah until ©25190 NNY G3)
(nightfall), just like by matza where the Torah says "mnn>»"1".
Latest Time. One should make sure to do the mitzvah before
halachic midnight 4 (mid-point between sunset and sunrise).

volume of half-an-egg of bread in a 4-minute time-span.
Preferably, one should eat a bit more than the volume of an egg
in an 8-minute time span (5), which is the volume one cannot eat
outside the sukkah throughout the entire Yom Tov.
When Raining. On the first night of Sukkos, some opinions
obligate one to eat bread in the sukkah even if it is raining
outside, just like one has to eat the minimal amount of matza on
Pesach night even if it is difficult to swallow. Since others argue on
this point, if it is raining on the first night of Sukkos, one should
wait an hour or two and if it does not stop, he should then make
Kiddush in the sukkah without the beracha of "n>oa awy". He
should then wash, eat bread in the sukkah and finish the meal in the
house. If one has family members who can’t wait or guests who
might be hungry, he should do this procedure without waiting. On
the second night, however, one waits just a short period of time
and if it is still raining, he makes Kiddush in the house, eats the
meal inside as well, and at the end of the meal, he eats some bread
in the sukkah without the beracha of "novwoa 25" The reason for
this difference is explained in Mishna Berura ).

During the rest of Sukkos one does not have to eat in the
sukkah when it rains or similar distressing circumstances.
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R’ Avraham Shmulevitz z¢’ (b’sheim R’ Nochum Partzovitz z¢’I) would say:
)22 M2 - Rashi enumerates the three ways that Hashem surrounded us in the Midbar: 5m ,09)7,00y. The

.
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Clouds of Glory, Flags, Mountain. The first two highlight a n5yn for us, while "3 DSy N9’ connotes a coercion of
sorts. We were forced into accepting the Torah. What is means is that up until this point, Klal Yisroel and the Torah
co-existed. Now, however, it was v1nmn that without the Torah, '0onMp XN OY'. An inseparable existence. We cannot
survive a moment without N Sw o»n. So yes! The mountain is a positive for us, just like the clouds and the flags.”

A Wise Man would say: “People were created to be loved. Things were created to be used. The reason why the world
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is in such a state of chaos is because things are being loved and people are being used.”

DedicatedinhonorofYehuda
LeibBlonder onhisbirthdayasa
zechusforhimandhisfamily.
May he seemany moreyears of

healthandhappiness.
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The Torah states: nwn 9 o nyaw yawn nooa’
"NOD W IR - “for seven days all the inhabitants of
the Land of Israel should dwell in sukkos ...” (Vayikra
23:42). From a purely speculative perspective, this seems
to imply that Chag HaSukkos is mainly a Jewish festival
intended to be celebrated in Eretz Yisroel alone. However,
Chag HaSukkos also has a universal aspect to it, in that
Chazal describe the seventy oxen that were sacrificed over
the course of the Yom Tov which were meant to correspond
to the seventy nations of the world (Sukkah 55b).

Furthermore, in the Haftorah of the first day of Sukkos, the
vision of Zechariah HaNavi (30-7) concerning the nations of
the world is read in which the Navi predicts: “And it shall
come to pass that everyone that is left of all the nations who
came against Yerushalayim shall go up from year to year to
worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to celebrate Chag
HaSukkos.” Chazal relate that in the time of Moshiach,
everyone — gentile and Jew alike — will be mandated to go up
to Yerushalayim on Chag HaSukkos each year to observe the
holiday and pay homage to Hashem and bow down to Him.
And if they don’t go up, they will suffer dire consequences.

However, Chazal (Avodah Zara 3a) also relate the
futuristic story where the surviving nations of the world
will come to Hashem and say that had they been given the
Torah and mitzvos like the Jewish people, they would
surely have kept it as meticulously as Klal Yisroel. Hashem
will then test them by giving them the relatively “easy”
mitzvah of sukkah to fulfill. Immediately, each gentile will
take materials and go and construct a sukkah on top of his
roof. Hashem will then set upon them the heat (makdir) of
the sun in the season of Tammuz (the summer), and each

gentile sitting in his sukkah will be unable to stand the heat, the coming of Moshiach speedily and in our days.

and will kick his sukkah and leave. This seems to be a
one-off and the nations of the world will not attempt to
celebrate Chag HaSukkos again. So, which is it? Will the
nations go up every year to Yerushalayim to sit in their
sukkos — like Zechariah HaNavi predicts, or will they do it
one year and never again - like the Gemara seems to imply?

R’ Yaakov Rosen shlita explains that the difference is in
what indeed is expected of the gentiles. In the Gemara’s
scenario, the nations of the world were given the specific
mitzvah of sukkah and told to fulfill it, however in
Zechariah’s prediction they were simply told to make the
trip to Yerushalayim to “celebrate” the Chag.

But what constitutes celebrating?

R’ David Altshuler z¢”’l of Prague (Metzudas Dovid)
explains that obviously, the gentiles who will be mandated
to go up to Yerushalayim will not go empty-handed. Rather,
Zechariah meant for the nations of the world to bring
sacrifices on the Yom Tov of Sukkos and as such, that will be
their purpose for going up to Yerushalayim. By having the
gentiles bring sacrifices to Hashem on Chag HaSukkos
together with the sacrifices brought by Klal Yisroel, there
will presumably be millions upon millions of animals
brought for Hashem — thereby elevating and glorifying the
name of Hashem so much more. Thus, while the Gemara
maintains that the mitzvah of sukkah has and always will be
an exclusive mitzvah for Klal Yisroel, Zechariah HaNavi’s
prophecy reveals how the gentile nations will be mandated
to be subservient to Hashem and ‘“celebrate” Chag
HaSukkos by bringing sacrifices and paying homage to the
true King of the World, Hashem.

May we all merit to sit in our sukkos in Yerushalayim with
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9S8 NI Y370 HYN ' (7 'O MO 'ON NIN M) brings in his sefer that he sent the following letter to 22w9x D1HW 9O 290 NN
y"sv in the year vywn. He writes as follows: Considering that the »vn o7 ymmb are about to start m52 moon and will be learning about the
o7 of N 7V, there will certainly be a mAmynn to be o»pn this mxn - and to show their MmN 23°n many will want to attend a 79
N 9va. Therefore, he is asking for a na5n poa regarding the following two questions:

1) Since “wan 909 1o is not a avn myni.e. a mitzvah one must seek out to fulfill, but rather if a N 9va is born to someone he must
redeem it, may one be nmm Svan to seek out an opportunity to be 9N Y7o oYPR?

2) Does the noyn of 7913 n7n DY 13, warrant being nmn Svan to attend a N Hvs yW1a? And if there is a pay of oy 2173, may one be
127 72 Sv mipwn Yvan and Y510 D71ar to be annwn in the ceremony, or is 9N 9V w19 no different than when one redeems his
OWN %W IWYN O *¥27 YOI OF PV TN D9 that have a ow, where these are done privately without any fanfare?

Rav Elyashiv answered: we find [’ no»»0] that we are n"n povan for Y noaon and nnn nxsin. The oynas 0w adds, that he feels
one is m'"n Svan to attend a n>n 12 as well, because N> is greater than MmN NN and if one is 7' Svan for mn, than v Yo for
n>mwhich is greater. But, says won ™, we don't find that we are n"n Svan to attend any other mxn. Also, although oy 2 is a mawn,
we don't find that we are nn Svan for that either. Rav Elyashiv added, if nn »mmb are looking to be o»pn the mavwn of oy a3, they
have a easy opportunity through answering na1 v n» yax. He brings the wamn in sHwin ['nd,7a] which says: When Sxaerma are in the
7" and answer N2 Y X YK, at that time n"apn is mya by e and tells the mwn »xOn, “Come and see how Yxw» 595

is being nawn me.” At that time, 79 1770 DY 272 WX 797 7T TN IMX Peraon. This was the final psak of Harav Elyashiv.
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There is a dispute in the Gemara whether a Jewish
convert may marry a Mamzeres. Rav Zeira ruled publicly, in
a city filled with converts, that the marriage is permitted. The
townspeople responded by throwing Esrogim at him. The
question is: why were specifically Esrogim thrown at him?

The Medrash (Vayikra Rabah 30) compares the Daled
Minim to Hakadosh Boruch Hu, to the Avos and Imahos, and
finally to Klal Yisroel. The Esrog has both taste and
fragrance, representing Torah and Maasim Tovim. The Lulav
has neither while the, Hadas and Arava each represent
different combinations. These comparisons show that every
Yid has a unique connection to serving Hashem. When we
hold the four together, Agud, all of Klal Yisroel comes
together and brings the Shechinah amongst us.

Explains the Chasam Sofer z¢”I that the dispute about a
Ger marrying a Mamzeres is whether he is considered part of
Kahal Hashem. Although fully Jewish, he is not Meyuchas
to the Avos and perhaps is therefore not included in Kahal

Focos o Lrssons now o smeve casms 1\ L7 10 1 )

Hashem. In that case, they would not be chayiv in this
Mitzvah! Adding another twist, he cites the Maharam
Alshich that when in a bind, a Murkav Esrog may be kosher.
Therefore, perhaps a Ger, with a pure Jewish neshamah but
originating from a mundane body, is comparable to a Murkav
and specifically should use such an Esrog! Now with Rav
Zeira’s announcement, they were no longer part of Kahal
Hashem, so why were they commanded in taking Daled
Minim, Murkav or not? As a result, he was heavily
bombarded in a ferocious Esrog attack.

Ultimately, the Medrash adds, the Lulav is like a spin, the
Esrog the heart, Aravos look like lips while the Hadasim are
the eyes. "Ny NN NNy 53", with all of my body, I will praise
Hashem. Regardless of status, we can all use ourselves to
serve Hashem. This reason applies to all Yidden. nn wiwN'
"pon v, how lucky we are to be part of such a nation,
together, serving Hashem as one.

Wishing all of Klal Yisroel a Chag Kosher V’Sameach!
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The posuk says " YN 2w 0127 000y NP, The Medrash
expounds that the verse is referring to Torah, i.e when we
connect to Torah, we will merit to return to Hashem in
teshuvah. However, the Kotzker Rebbe z¢”’l observes that
there are many people who learn Torah, yet we do not see
them doing teshuvah. How do we reconcile this verse?

He answers with characteristic sharfkeit: When does the
posuk say Torah brings to teshuvah? When one takes its
words 'Dony' - with him - the Torah must become part of
him, otherwise, it will indeed have no effect on him.

The culmination of the Yamim Noraim is Hoshanah
Rabbah and Simchas Torah. There is a custom to stay up and
learn the night of Hoshanah Rabbah. Perhaps the reason is to
show how the Torah is our very essence, to the point that we
cannot separate from it by day nor by night. This is the
ultimate demonstration, “Exhibit A,” if you will, that our
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Hashem “found” us to be a loyal nation, in the desert and
surrounded us and enlightened us. Rashi says: 0iav ov”
"NN PNNNA 220 ©Y) T2 0220 DY DPM. What is this
concept of surrounding Klal Yisroel, and sitting in the Sukkah
as a remembrance of being surrounded?

The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 11a) relates how Onkelos, a
young nephew of Roman nobility, converted to Judaism. His
uncle and family were furious, and sent soldiers to arrest
him. He succeeded in persuading the soldiers to convert.
How did he achieve the seemingly impossible? He engaged
the soldiers in a philosophical discussion, and when
challenged with his factual Torah wisdom, they yearned to
convert. And so it went with each subsequent group of
militia that came to arrest him. The final group his uncle
dispatched, had strict orders not to speak with him, lest they
too fail in their mission. But as they were escorting him out
of his home he kissed the mezuzah. When asked, he explained
that unlike a human king who, while inside his castle, has his
servants standing guard outside; we are guarded by Hashem
from the outside as we dwell inside. They, too, converted and
the Romans gave up. Such is the love He has for us.

In other words, when something is encircled, it connotes
that there is something inside. The entire world is outside
trying to influence us on the inside, but we are surrounded
and live inside a beautiful, pure world of mmym NN as the
Gemara (Menachos 43b) says, N"2pn 2200V DN PN
"myn1. On Sukkos, we enter the Sukkah protecting ourselves
with mechitzos, enveloped in His warm and loving embrace.

Rashi ends by saying that we were also “surrounded” by
the mountain that Hashem hung above us until we accepted
the Torah. In essence, Hashem was conveying to us that a
life of Torah helps shield and ward off all outside influences.
Perhaps to commemorate this we euphorically dance on
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teshuvah is real and complete. We then walk around the
bimah seven times, symbolizing the seven sefarim of the
Torah (as stated in the Gemara, "pIND MO M i
considered a sefer on its own; accordingly, Sefer Bamidbar is
split into three separate sefarim, for a total of seven sefarim),
and then we “whack” the aravos, which symbolize the sinner,
on the floor, to indicate that we have purged every last bit of
sin from us and have transformed ourselves into pnoT
NIINT - true embodiments of Torah.

Finally, on Simchas Torah, we rejoice in the Torah that we
have become, in the ecstacy of our union with the Torah -
NN TN N1 NN SN, This is what we are celebrating,
and this is what should be our focus during these days - to
learn with ameilus, with hurvanya, with a geshmak, so that
the Torah seeps in our bones, “mamish in di beiner arein!”
A gutten, freilichen, lichtigen Yom Tov!

Simchas Torah in a circle symbolizing the shunning of the
world outside of our circle. Hence, the next word in the posuk
is "nM2" - He builds us with the binah of maom n . The
results of living a real interior life is gaining the wisdom of
Torah building us into His nation and connecting us with
©DNYav waN. May we be zoche to experience the true NNV
on this wnnnw yx, by leading lives of nynn nynw.
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he Tur asks: Why is Sukkos celebrated in the month of
Tishrei, if we are commemorating the 7250 >»y which
coincided with yetzias Mitzrayim during the month of Nissan?
The Vilna Gaon answers that after the Yayn non, those
clouds departed. After Moshe descended from Har Sinai on
Yom Kippur, he instructed the Yidden that night, »wn N, to
erect the yown. They gathered the material needed, and its
construction began on y'v »wn. Then the clouds of glory
returned. We therefore aptly remember the day they returned.
Based on this Gra, the Meshech Chochma, R’ Meir
Simcha z#”I, answers another question. In Parshas Ki Sisa,
Chag HaSukkos is referred to as 9onn »n. However both in
IMN and again in NX7 it’s called ™Moo . To explain the
name change he answers that originally Sukkos was just that,
9onn . Taking the four species and refraining from work.
No sukkah. It was the last “leg” of the @91 wow. Later, after
they sinned and Moshe evoked Hashem'’s mercy, His clouds
were restored, and we were commanded to remember those
clouds through the Sukkah. It then also became part of the
oNm O, the days of feshuva and repentance. Days we
come closer to Him, not just out of fear but out of an
abundance of love and simcha. The culmination of which is
Simchas Torah, dedicating ourselves to lives of Torah. May

we be zoche to tap into and connect to these heilige days!
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It was the second day of the Six-Day war. Bombs were falling everywhere. The sound of missiles hurtling through the
air, the piercing wails of air raid sirens coupled with the tremendous, resounding “boom” as the bombs exploded on the
streets of Yerushalayim, sowed fear and trepidation among the masses.

R’ Pinchos Menachem Alter zt”’I, the young Rosh Yeshivah of Sfas Emes (future Gerrer Rebbe), huddled together
with his Rebbetzin and young children in the air-raid shelter on the bottom floor of Yeshivas Sfas Emes. Suddenly, there
was a lull in the bombing and the Rosh Yeshivah couldn’t believe what he was hearing. The sweet sounds of kol Torah
began to waft down into the shelter from the nearby beis medrash of Yeshivas Sfas Emes.

Two chavrusos were learning. Who could be learning at a time like this, when all were cowering in bomb shelters in
terror? It was two elderly chassidim, Reb Leibel Lichtenstein and Reb Meir Gershon Sharetzky. They had a daily seder in
the early, pre-dawn hours of the morning and they weren’t about to let bombs falling in the area disrupt it.

The Pnei Menachem became very emotional upon seeing this love of Torah and devotion to learning, and although he
virtually never spoke about himself, at that moment he shared with his children a story that he had experienced in his own life.

The story transpired just a few weeks after his bar mitzvah, following the outbreak of World War II. The young bachur,
Pinchos Menachem, was in Warsaw as the Nazi blitzkrieg began strafing the beleaguered city with wave after wave of
bombs. Within days, they had conquered Warsaw and had begun to terrorize the Jewish residents of the city, beating them,
randomly shooting them, and snatching them off the streets to force them into dehumanizing slave labor.

Young Pinchos Menachem, however, had a seder with one of his cousins. It was a kevius (time set aside for learning)
that he wasn’t ready to give up. Despite the desperate conditions outside, he surreptitiously made his way through the
alleyways of Nazi-occupied Warsaw to the home of his chavrusa. To his misfortune, a Nazi noticed the young Jewish lad
and grabbed him off the street, throwing him into a truck that was transporting Jews to slave labor.

As the truck filled up with other ill-fated Jews who had been caught, a Gerrer chasid who was passing by noticed, to
his horror, that the ben zekunim (youngest son) of the Rebbe was on the truck! He hid in waiting and, as soon as the saw
the guards had somewhat slacked off in their duty, he motioned to Pinchos Menachem to slip away and follow him. He

thereby saved the Rebbe’s son from terrible torture or death.

The Pnei Menachem remembered this story and how the koach haTorah had protected him at that terrible time.

AT 2T T Yen
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Yem: A non-observant couple wished to reserve a room for
the weekend at a strictly kosher hotel in Netanya, Israel. It was
a special occasion and they found this particular hotel quite
appealing due to its location near the sea. While finalizing the
details, they inquired about early checkout, inadvertently
revealing to the receptionist their intention to drive home on
Shabbos. Because the establishment catered exclusively to a
shomrei Shabbos clientele, the receptionist felt obligated to
cancel their reservation on the spot.

Desperate to stay at that specific location, the couple asked
to speak to the hotel manager. Unsure of how to navigate the
delicate balance between maintaining the atmosphere of the
hotel and turning away Jewish guests, the manager traveled to
Jerusalem to consult the renowned posek, R’ Yosef Shalom
Elyashiv z¢”l. He presented the dilemma, expecting a detailed
ruling on communal standards and halacha.

Instead, Rav Elyashiv listened quietly and simply replied,
“Why should it bother you if they eat kosher for a few days?”

When the manager returned and conveyed the Rav’s
response, the couple was deeply moved. Having lost their
families and support systems during the devastation of the
war, they had felt alienated and had drifted entirely away
from religious observance, assuming the observant world had

no place for them. Knowing that a great Torah scholar so
deeply valued even a partial, temporary mitzvah rekindled a
dormant spark within their souls.

Inspired by this unexpected warmth and acceptance, when

Shabbos arrived, they chose not to settle their bill early.
Instead, they stayed at the hotel, experiencing the peace and
beauty of the entire Shabbos. That single moment of
unconditional validation served as the catalyst for their
complete return to a life of Torah and mitzvos.
Ywny: On Sukkos, Hashem commands us to leave our
permanent, secure homes and move into a Xy NPT - a
temporary dwelling exposed to the elements. Through this
mitzvah, we learn to recognize that even a temporary state
possesses immense spiritual value. “A few days” of kosher
food was merely a temporary mitzvah, yet like the seven days
spent in the fragile sukkah, a brief, temporary encounter with
holiness can leave an indelible mark upon a Jewish soul. We
do not measure spiritual life solely by permanence; every
moment spent in the shadow of the Shechinah builds an
eternal foundation. When the festival ends and we eventually
step out from the walls of the sukkah, we do not leave its
sanctity behind. Instead, we carry the illumination of those
seven days with us, infusing our permanent homes, daily
routines, and entire lives with an enduring sense of holiness.




Yet, out of profound reverence for the Brisker Rov’s formidable Torah scholarship, Mr. Englander refused to confront
him directly or cause him embarrassing distress. Instead, he devised a subtle, respectful protest. Before serving the
morning meal, the host carefully placed a volume of Divrei Chaim on the dining table, the sefer in which the Sanzer Rav
provides teshuvos to some of the most difficult halachic questions, leaving it open to the exact page where the Sanzer Rav
condemned the use of mirrors. In this way, he aimed to get his point across in a respectful fashion.

When the Brisker Rov sat down to eat, he immediately noticed the open sefer on the table and after reading the teshuva
to which it was open, he caught the host’s quiet message. Rather than taking offense or launching into a cold, complex
Talmudic debate, the Rov smiled gently and spoke to his host in a language the chasid could deeply appreciate.

“I see what you have done and I appreciate the subtlety,” the Rov said warmly. “Since you are a chasid, let me explain
myself to you in the spirit of Chassidus. This is a manner in which you can understand.”

The Brisker Rov then recounted a famous story about the Divrei Chaim himself. One year on Sukkos, a downpour
struck the town of Sanz. According to halacha, heavy rain exempts a person from staying in the Sukkah. In fact, the
Gemara notes that someone who insists on staying in the Sukkah when exempt is considered a “Hedyot” - a foolish
layman. Yet, the Divrei Chaim refused to leave his beloved Sukkah, braving the pouring rain to remain surrounded by the
holy walls. When his students asked how he could ignore the Rabbinic label, the Sanzer Rav answered, “I am perfectly
willing to be called a hedyot, a fool, as long as I get to sit in the Sukkah.”

Looking up at his host, the Brisker Rov delivered his gentle punchline: “The Divrei Chaim was willing to be called a
simpleton just to cherish the mitzvah of Sukkah. Likewise, I am willing to go against the Divrei Chaim’s personal warning
about mirrors, as long as I ensure my fefillin are positioned in the absolute exact location required by the Aibishter.”

For the Brisker Rov, precise halachic placement was his passion; for the Divrei Chaim, it was the warmth of the
mitzvah itself. Two distinct spiritual paths met in complete mutual respect, proving that while their methods differed, their
ultimate devotion was one and the same.
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It happened about a year ago, in a well-known synagogue in one of the big cities in Israel. You know how on Simchas
Torah, there’s this beautiful tradition? They call up the Chosson Torah and the Chosson Bereshis, two men honored with
special aliyos, and it’s not just a dry announcement. It’s done with melody, with sweetness, almost like a cantorial
performance. The person who does the announcing is usually someone with a musical soul, someone who knows how to
sing it just right. The noise, the fanfare - for many, it is the highlight of the aliyah ceremony.

Now, in this particular synagogue, there was a man who had been doing this for thirty years. Thirty years! That’s not
justajob - it’s a legacy. He was the voice of Simchas Torah. People looked forward to hearing him every year. He had the
tunes down perfectly, the rthythm, the emotion. It was his moment, and he cherished it.

But then, just a few days before the final holiday, during Chol Hamoed Sukkos, the gabbai came up to the melodious
announcer and told him some breaking news. “Listen,” he said, “the shul committee decided that this year, you will only
announce the Chosson Torah. Someone else will do the Chosson Bereshis.”

The man was stunned. He didn’t know what hit him.

“What did I do wrong?” he wondered. “Why would they take this from me?”

It wasn’t just disappointment, it was legitimate heartbreak. He couldn’t sleep that night. His mind kept spinning. During
the day, he couldn’t concentrate. It felt like something precious had been stolen from him.

And then came the day of Simchas Torah. He stood at his usual spot and announced the Chosson Torah with all the
grace and beauty, pomp and ceremony, he was known for. But when it was time for the Chosson Bereshis, some new guy
stepped up. It was his first time doing this, and let’s just say ... he made that fact very clear! He stumbled through the tunes,
missed the notes, got the rhythm all wrong. The veteran couldn’t help himself - he started correcting him gently,
whispering the right melodies, guiding him through.

And then, something unexpected happened. The new announcer reached the part where he had to call up the Chosson
Bereshis. He sang out, “Amod ... Amod ... Amod ...” - the traditional lead-in. And then, instead of another name, he said,
“Amod Rav ....” followed by the name of the veteran announcer himself! The announcement was about him!

The man froze. He looked around, confused. And then it hit him. His sons and sons-in-law had secretly arranged for
him to receive the honor of Chosson Bereshis. They had purchased the aliyah for him, kept it under wraps, and planned it
as a surprise. That’s why someone else had to do the announcing - he couldn’t very well call himself up!

All that sorrow, all that sleeplessness, all that pain - it had been for nothing. Not only was he not being pushed aside, he
was being elevated. Honored. Loved. And the beauty of it? He hadn’t seen it coming.

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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Sometimes the most powerful moments in life begin with the smallest, simplest decision. The following remarkable
story is retold by Rabbi Fischel Schachter shlita, and the lesson it imparts will last for generations.

A secular Israeli couple living in the southern part of the land of Israel, decided one year to build a Sukkah. Why? They
really weren’t sure themselves.

“Our kids know almost nothing about Judaism,” said the wife. “Let’s build a Sukkah, just so they have something,
some connection to their religion.”

Her husband was surprised. “But we’re not religious. In fact, we are quite leftist. What will our friends say?”’

His wife smiled and answered with a sharp retort. “Yeah, well ... sometimes when you go far enough to the left, you
wind up on the right,” she argued. So they built it.

They headed outside and gathered branches from a palm tree that stood outside their home to use as schach, the
covering for the Sukkah. It was a small act of just one mitzvah, but to the family, it meant a lot.

Then came the horror of October 7th. The sirens, the terror, the rockets. The morning air shattered under a relentless
barrage of siren wails and thunderous explosions, giving way to an immediate, paralyzing dread as shouts in Arabic and
the cold, metallic thythm of automatic gunfire echoed through the streets outside. Inside the darkness of the heavy
metal-doomed mamad, the reinforced safe rooms that were meant to protect, families huddled in breathless silence, parents
desperately wrapping their arms around crying children while applying every ounce of strength to hold the heavy iron door
handle shut against the unimaginable nightmare prowling outside, just inches away. Every step on the gravel, every shatter
of glass, and every frantic whisper on the radio magnified an agonizing suspense, where seconds stretched into an infinity
of pure survival instinct and desperate prayers amidst the unfolding terror of that black morning.

The family ran into their mamad, as terrorists stormed their community. Once inside, the father gripped the door handle
as hard as he could, while terrorists on the other side of the door tried again and again to break it open. Eventually, the
terrorists gave up, but not without leaving their mark. With murderous malice and intent, they lit the house on fire, as
flames began to rapidly spread, consuming the house. The door handle, jammed from the struggle, wouldn’t budge,
leaving the family trapped inside the safe room, their only option being to escape through the open window.

“Are you crazy?” the wife cried. “There are terrorists outside! How can we go out the window?”

“We have no choice,” her husband said. “If we don’t, we’ll die here from the fire and smoke.”

So, one by one, the family climbed out of the window and into a world of carnage and fear. And then they began to run
toward a palm tree. Its low branches offered a fragile shield, enabling them to camouflage as they crouched and hid.
Craven Hamas fighters, looking for more innocents to kill, passed by again and again, yet they never noticed them.

At one point the father said, “Look over there. I think I see a better place to hide - a burnt-out shelter across the street.
Let’s leave this exposed tree and run for it.” But his wife stopped him. “Hashem has saved us here. They pass by but
somehow they don’t see us. Let’s stay.” And they did. They stayed by that tree until, hours later, they were rescued.

When they finally emerged, they saw that their home had been burned to the ground. Everything was gone. Except one
thing. The sukkah. It remained untouched. And then they turned back and looked again at the tree that had sheltered them.
It was the very palm tree from which they had taken the schach.

Rabbi Schachter concludes the story with the following lesson. This is what happens when a Jew, no matter how distant,
makes even a small decision to reconnect. One mitzvah. One step. One action to say, “I want to live a life of meaning. I want
to give my children something to hold onto.” And in return, Hashem gives us shelter. Sometimes, quite literally.

(35-33 XPY) . SN 233 PN RO NSI0D 0D DIV P b L. o Apaw awn mooa

In the world of European Jewry before the war, two great spiritual philosophies flourished side by side: the fervent,
mystical devotion of Chassidim, and the razor-sharp, exacting devotion to Halachic law exemplified by the Lithuanian
yeshivah tradition. Few stories capture the meeting of these worlds quite as gracefully as an incident involving the Brisker
Rov, R’ Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik z¢’l, and an ardent chasid of the Divrei Chaim, R’ Chaim Halberstam z¢’/ of Sanz.

While staying at the famous Krenetz bathhouse, the Brisker Rov was hosted by a member of the renowned Englander
family, a devout follower of the Sanzer dynasty. One morning, as the host observed his distinguished guest preparing for
morning prayers, he noticed something that deeply unsettled him. The Brisker Rov was looking directly into a mirror to
adjust his head tefillin.

To a Sanzer Chassid, this was practically unthinkable. The Divrei Chaim had written an explicit halachic ruling

forbidding men from looking in mirrors, viewing it as an act of vanity and contrary to the spirit of tefillah. To the host,
seeing a great leader act directly against his Rebbe’s teachings felt like a slight against the Divrei Chaim himself.




