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The question is asked: We seem to have an apparent redundancy: "7} hey
shall make for themselves tzitzis...it shall be for you as tzitzis.” Why must
this be repeated? Also, the posuk begins in third person - "for themselves"
- and concludes in second person - "for you". Why?

Explains the holy #zaddik, R' Moshe Alshich ZT"L the beginning of
the posuk presents the command, and therefore is written in third person,
as many mitzvos are written. However, the people may come to ask, "We
performed the mitzvah, we affixed the #zitzis to our garments and looked
at them. Yet, we have not been awakened to remember and perform all the
mitzvos. Where is this power of tzitzis that was promised?"

Hashem then responds, in second person. "Do you think that this
power is effectuated automatically?" "n3>~9 039 i - "It shall be for
You as tzitzis." Meaning, it works only if you make the effort to remember.
This is similar to one who ties a string around his finger so that he
remembers to do something very important. If he looks at the string, he
will remember. However, if he just happens to tie a string around his
finger without looking at it, it won't remind him of anything
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R' Abraham J. Twerski Shlit"a would say:
"Laziness is not necessarily being slow. A lazy person may sometimes
act too quickly because he is too lazy to think about what he is doing!"

A wise man once said:

"If you are thinking one year ahead, you plant rice. If you are thinking
twenty years ahead, you plant trees. If you are thinking a hundred years
ahead, you educate people."

R' Yisroel Meir Kagan ZT"L (The Chofetz Chaim) would say:

"The greater the burden one carries in this world, in terms of Torah and
Mitzvos, the greater will be one's profit in the world-to-come. Only a fool
lightens his load in this world, ignoring the profits of the world-to-come!"

A& BELATED MAZEL TOV TO RABBI AND MRS. ELI MOSKOVITZ ON

THE BIRTH OF A SON. MAY THEY SEE MUCH NACHAS FROM HIM.
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the other piece of paper. Upon entering the Rebbe's private study, the
pious chasid mistakenly handed the Rebbe his son-in-law's family's
laundry list instead of the actual kvittel!

The Rebbe took the small piece of paper in his hand and studied it for
a minute. Then, without batting an eyelash, he remarked, "My dear
chasid, after looking over this paper, I believe that a list for a family of
this size is lacking and incomplete. The proper observance of the mitzvah
of tzitzis would have surely resulted in there being a larger number of
talleisim ketanim in the wash!" The chasid was uncomprehending and
overwhelmed. However, when he returned home and looked into the
matter, he found that the great Rebbe, by looking at his son-in-law's
laundry list had pointed out serious flaws in their mitzvah observance,
and he made every effort to correct them as immediately as he could.

Who, if not one of the holiest masters, could read spirituality into a
simple laundry list!
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After the tragic incident of the ©>x 1 - spies, which culminated with
Hashem’s decree that the generation of the desert would not enter Eretz
Yisroel, the people mourned bitterly. In an attempt to atone for their
misdeed, they announced, “Here! Let’s ascend to the place which
Hashem has said, for we have sinned." They had sinned by not trusting
the power of Hashem which would assist them in battle, so they decided
to do teshuvah by going forth with total dedication and faith. They sinned
by not showing proper respect and love towards the Land of Israel, so
they now prepared to risk their lives for the land. The Torah then records,
over the course of three posukim, Moshe’s response to the people, how
they will not succeed for Hashem is not with them. And, as we know,
these people were soon killed by the Amalekim and Cana’anim. This is
quite unusual. What are we to learn from this parsha?

R’ Yosef Yoizel Horowitz ZT”L, the "Alter" of Novardhok
explains: Indeed, there is a very simple lesson to be learned from this
parsha. Moshe Rabbeinu said it straight out - /1 %9 NX 02y DNN NY NV
PNYNN X9 oM - "Why do you violate the word of Hashem, it will not '
succeed!" A person never benefits from a sin or aveirah, whereas he who
walks in observance of the Torah is guaranteed security!
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The word 1S has the numerical equivalent of 600. The actual strands
contain eight threads and five knots, totalling 13. This total of 613 is to be
a constant reminder that Bnei Yisroel, as beacons of holiness for the entire
world, in all situations both spiritual and mundane, must always surround
themselves with the 613 mitzvos of the Torah.

It is the practice among chassidim, that when they come to their Rebbe
to consult with him on important matters, they write their requests on a
little piece of paper - known as a kvittel - and this they hand-deliver to the
Rebbe who will read it and make careful decisions to help the petitioner.
In many places, the shammes - attendant, would write each kvittel to insure
that the Rebbe would be able to read it, however, on certain occasions, the
chasid himself would do the actual writing.

One of the followers of the Rebbe, R' Yisroel of Talna ZT"L, was a
villager who was illiterate and whose son-in-law did all of the necessary
writing for the household. On one occasion, before he left to consult the
Rebbe on an important business matter, the chasid asked his son-in-law to
put his request in writing, in the form of a kvittel.

The son-in-law gladly obliged. However, prior to this, he had also
written up a detailed laundry list for his large family and it was this small
piece of paper, that he accidentally handed to his father-in-law, along with
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