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"B919 425 NN o’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (99)
Torah Learning vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Kibbud Av V’em.
We continue with more cases where Talmud Torah can clash
with Kibbud Av V'em, based on previously mentioned halachos.
Case 5. If a son wants to learn in Eretz Yisroel and his parents do
not want him to be so far away, there are number of factors to
consider. If there is no special Rebbi or Yeshivah known for its
success in teaching, and there are solid institutions closer by, it
seems that the son should not go. The fact that many yeshivos in
Eretz Yisroel do not have tight supervision is also a factor that is
concerning regarding many boys. If there is a specific address
recommended by a boy’s current Rebbi for his success that can’t
be attained elsewhere, halacha gives the son the right to go, and

he should ask his Rebbeim to work it out with his parents.

Case 6. Visiting parents in a different city. Every visit to parents
can technically cause Biful Torah. Nevertheless, at reasonably
accepted intervals, or in special times of need, one must stop his
learning to travel and perform the proper mitzvah of Kibbud Av
V’em. Of course, these visits must be sensibly balanced between
parents and in-laws to keep all family members happy.

Case 7. When parents live in the same city. Sometimes parents,
especially elderly parents, require extra attention and numerous
visits. Sefer Orchos Rabbeinu (1) writes that the Chazon Ish z£’
visited his elderly mother daily and talked with her for close to a
half-hour or more each time. Nevertheless, a falmid should not
let this practice ruin his learning if such time is required, and
sometimes hiring a person to help out can be a solution.

Case 8. Sometimes a boy learns with great hasmada (diligence)
day and night and doesn’t sleep a lot. What if his parents are
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worried and want him to sleep more? Does he have to listen? As
far as Kibbud Av V’em goes, he technically doesn’t have to listen
if this affects his growth in Torah leaming. However, the issue
might indeed require intervention because Gedolim have
advised, and experience has shown, that well-rested students
perform better. They accomplish more in less hours, see TAZ ().
Parents also usually know their children well enough to judge if
he is overdoing it. Some advise that going to sleep early and
rising early is better because when the body rises earlier than it
needs to, it generally means that one has slept enough.
Case 9. Sometimes a parent, especially a mother, is afraid for the
safety of her child when her son learns in a Beis Medrash till a
late hour and walks home alone. Everything should be done to
make his walk safer, or he should try to learn at home, because
the genuine suffering of a parent is a serious issue.
WIET 1D 12357 - BT A
“Todah Rabah” - Menachos daf 76b
The Poskim tell us that in place of the Korban Todah that was brought
in the Bais HaMikdash, today we recite the Birchas HaGomel. The
question is: does one recite this beracha if he intentionally put himself
in danger? Some Poskim hold, that if one is saved from danger while
perfoming a mitzvah he does not recite the beracha. R* Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach zt”] argues that even while performing a mitzvah, if
one is saved from danger, he bentches Gomel (the term "oa»n" is
not an issue w™y). For example, if one crosses the sea and fravels to
Eretz Yisroelto be mekayem Yishuv E”Y, he recites the beracha. If so,
how about Yitzchok Avinu after the Akeidah? Did he bentch Gomel?
Perhaps, as the Sefer M'rafsin Igra writes, the purpose of the Akeidah
was to test Avraham - Yitzchok realized later on he was never in danger!
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R’ Moshe Bogomilsky sklit’a (Vedibarta Bam) would say:

““230y 77972 12 NP - Rashi says that Avraham served his

YN ANT N0 (2) NP DY 3 PHN W29 MNAN (1)

guests ‘three tongues in mustard.” Wouldn’t one tongue have

sufficed for all three angels? Tongues are big! Whenever Avraham had guests he would not only sustain them with
physical food, but also encouraged them to live a meaningful and spiritually enriched life. Chazal tell us that the disciples
of Avraham were exemplified with three attributes: "1 py' - good eye, 'Now» M7’ - humble spirit, 'N>9w way - meek soul.
The word 57902’ - ‘in mustard’ - can be rearranged as two words to imply three different meanings. 1. >79n2' - ‘choose the
poor.” Have a good eye towards the poor. 2. 25 71 - ‘G-d-fearing heart.” This leads to a humble spirit. 3. '37 571 - ‘avoid
having too much.” Be modest and meek of spirit. Don’t be greedy and over-ambitious. Be satisfied with your blessings.”

Chacham Rabbi Avraham Saba z¢”l (Tzror Hamor) would say:

“OMIWN 1D MY DNIIN DX N TRON NP - After Avraham slaughtered the ram, why does the posuk tell us that the angel
spoke to Avraham, ‘a second time from heaven’? Because until this point, Avraham was still a bit conflicted. First, he is told
to slaughter his son. Then, he hears a heavenly voice telling him not to. Although he didn’t slaughter Yitzchok, he was unsure
if maybe the first voice was right. Now, that he heard a second voice telling him no, he knew he had done the right thing.”

A Wise Man would say: 4 51503 oY rapIn

“Being busy isn’t always being productive. Busy is doing stuff; productive is getting stuff done.” 1’{"‘"” "’ ”’3‘”;
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The Gemara (Berachos 26b) tells us that Avraham Avinu established the Tefillah of Shacharis (Morning Prayer) based on
the posuk, “And Avraham arose early in the morning to the place where he had stood before Hashem.” It was Avraham who
introduced the notion of daily prayer to the world. Tefillah is a very powerful tool. It connects us to Hashem in ways beyond
our comprehension. How careful we must be when we daven that we focus on the words and actually talk to Hashem, rather
than be busy with everything else around us. If we focus on Hashem, He responds in ways beyond our wildest dreams.

A few months ago, a Chassidishe Yid contacted Irgun K’vod Shomayim (IKS), whose altruistic goal is to inspire people
to improve their davening and show the Shechinah respect from the beginning to the end of every Tefillah. The Yid had
recently signed up for their “Master List” which lists the names of those who have pledged to be more careful with Tefillah,
and now he wished to tell them the following incident: When he signed up, he was mekabel upon himself to refrain from
using his cellphone during davening. This pledge was very difficult for him due to his nature and the peer pressure from
friends starting conversations with him. Nevertheless, he took it upon himself in the fervent hope that certain yeshuos he
desperately needed would come to fruition. Very shortly after he accepted this pledge, he had a vivid dream one Friday night.

He dreamed that he was walking down a street that was unfamiliar to him. He soon came upon a large building that
appeared to be a Beis Medrash. Bright lights were radiating from its windows. He heard beautiful niggunim emanating from
the building. He was unfamiliar with the songs being sung, but he thought they were reminiscent of tunes from his Chabad
upbringing. He then heard a voice asking him if he wished to go inside, and he replied, “Yes.” He was told to go inside.

Upon entering the building, a gabbai approached him who remarked, “You’re an einekel of the Baal HaTanya. Therefore,
you go straight in.” He proceeded to enter what turned out to be a giant room filled with lots of people - all of whom were
shining brightly, dressed in white. They were singing the beautiful niggunim he had heard outside. All around him were tables
piled up with food, but no one was eating. At the front of the room, he saw a Tzaddik with a glowing face - he instinctively
knew it was the Baal HaTanya, R’ Schneur Zalman of Liadi z¢”’I - who was beckoning him to come forward and sit next to
him. Upon sitting down, the beautiful singing slowly subsided and the Baal HaTanya began speaking words of Torah.

The Rebbe spoke and after a while he began to focus his remarks on the current generation and the challenges that we face
today. He pointed out that we are living in a time where so much is competing for our attention and unfortunately, what is
happening in shul is a lack of recognition of the presence of the Ribono shel Olam. The disrespect is extremely destructive.

The Baal HaTanya then turned to the awestruck Yid sitting next to him and said, “For people who are mekabel on
themselves to be exceptionally careful with these inyanim, they will be zoche to see yeshuos of all types.”

The singing then resumed in a most lovely and melodic way. A short time later, the scene repeated itself as the singing
gradually subsided and the Baal HaTanya spoke divrei Torah once again. Amazingly, the same thing occurred as before: in
the middle of his thought, the Alter Rebbe focused again on our generation and the need for all Jews to bring the Ribono shel
Olam into their lives. He also again disdained the disrespect taking place in our shuls and batei medrash, a common issue in
today’s day and age, and he once again looked at the Chassidishe Yid and said softly, “But people who are mekabel on
themselves to be careful in these practices will have the yeshuos that they need and are going to end up in a very good place.”

It happened a third time - and then the Yid woke up with a start: he was actually humming one of the niggunim from his
dream. The man’s wife turned to him and said, “You’re singing? You never sing, and certainly not in your sleep! What’s
goping on? What is this niggun? It actually sounds beautiful.” The man explained to his wife how he had just seen the
Baal HaTanya and described all the things that he had heard. Boruch Hashem, since the dream occurred, this Chassidishe

Yid has seen his tefillos answered time and time again, and the yeshuos he so desperately needed are all coming to fruition.
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In the Haftorah, the posuk tells us how Elisha Hanavi
repays the "Toonwn NWN' (woman from Shunam) for her
hospitality with a promise for a child. Elisha told her, “This
time next year, you will be embracing a son,” as a way of
assuring the woman that she will have a child. However, the
Medrash tells us that the woman was not impressed with this
choice of words. She immediately countered by saying that
the angels who informed Sarah Imeinu of her impending
child had told her: “This time next year WE WILL RETURN
to see you with your child.” Elisha had omitted that promise
to return. Why did the woman not believe the Navi? Was it

not the same word of Hashem that Sarah had received?

Rashi explains that the woman did believe Elisha that she
will have a child, however, if the Navi would not make a
similar promise like that of the angels, how sure can she be of
the child’s survival? What good is embracing a child if he
will eventually die (as we know did indeed happen)?

The Medrash insightfully explains, that even though Elisha
Hanavi was a tremendous rzaddik, he was still only human.
Angels are not bound by the uncertainties of the human
world; therefore they were able to promise Sarah not only a
child, but that they will return the following year as well.
Elisha, who was uncertain if he himself will be alive the
coming year, could not promise the same.
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The curtain opens on this week’s parsha with a picture of Avraham Avinu sitting outside his tent disappointed that he has no
guests to cater to. Hashem has mercy on him and as he lifts his eyes, “he saw three men standing in front of him.” The posuk
then continues, “and he saw and he ran towards them.” Why does the posuk say "N™" - “he saw” twice? What does it add?

I once heard a derasha from R’ Meir Bergman shlit’a, a son-in-law of Rav Shach z¢’l. He said that a kind heart does not
make one a baal chessed. One must also focus on perceiving another Yid’s actual needs. Many times, we lose a chessed
opportunity because we do not grasp the urgency of the matter. Rashi answers our question here and says that the first "N
refers to when Avraham Avinu saw the 3 people standing before him, while the second "N refers to Avraham perceiving and
realizing what their needs were. The Torah teaches us, that just like Avraham saw two things, we too must look twice. In order
for a Yid to be a true baal chessed, he must open his eyes twice. Once to see and once to perceive what the other truly needs. In
fact, the Gemara (Kesuvos 68) refers to a person who is not a baal chessed as someone who is "p»y OMY" - one who “shuts his
eyes” to the plight of others. The fact of the matter is: Tzedakah does not start with the wallet - it starts with the eyes!

There is a story about a poor Jew who came to the Beis Halevi, R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik z£”’l before Pesach asking
whether milk has the status of "n»7n mn" which would qualify it as a wine substitute for the Arba Kosos (4 cups). The Beis
Halevi answered immediately that it did. As soon as the man left, the Beis Halevi sent him enough money that would not only
cover the cost of the wine but also the other Yom Tov needs, explaining that if this man was asking if he could drink milk on
the night of Pesach for the Arba Kosos, he was obviously so poor that he surely didn’t have chicken or meat on his menu.

We must all daven that our children follow in our footsteps of tzedakah and chessed, and Hashem should give them insight

to understand another person’s needs Wl"ﬁh will hasten our escape from this quagmire called golus, YaIN W»2 NMA.
IR 927 ﬂ'@_“) _1‘2@'@ Slabodka and came to the same city where they met the same
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Yon: After WWI, R’ Yaakov Kamenetzky z¢” and a few
other bochurim who had fled Slabodka were returning home
and found themselves in a small town on erev Shabbos. They
found a single Jew and asked if they could stay for Shabbos.
The unkind Jew turned them down and told them to leave,
suggesting they go to the next town before Shabbos.

They had no choice but to go. The following year, on Rosh
Hashana, when he was already back in Slabodka, R’ Yaakov
saw that the same man who had refused to take them in for
Shabbos was in yeshivah, and even received an aliya! He
was beside himself until he found out the rest of the story.

A few weeks after R’ Yaakov had been to this man’s
home, the Alter of Slabodka, R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel z¢”’l,
and a group of talmidim were also making their way back to

man and asked to stay for Shabbos. At first, the man said no
but since it was too late to move on to another city, the man
reluctantly relented. Amazingly, over Shabbos the influence
of the Alter and his talmidim, had such a profound effect on
this man, that when Shabbos passed he traveled with them to
Slabodka and became a changed person. Now, on Rosh
Hashana, he did a real feshuvah and was given an aliya.
w3 R” Yaakov recounted this story to explain why Lot,
who was an important person in the wicked city of Sodom,
was saved from destruction. In truth, why was he any better
than them? It was because of the presence of the angels, the
presence of Kedusha, which caused Lot to do feshuva.
Indeed, had they all been worthy, the entire city would have
felt that sense of holiness and done feshuvah. But it didn’t
come to pass and the decree to destroy Sodom was sealed.

£DITO AND INSIGHT. agan 449 A= 44 F TH T
ON THE MIDDATE OF - DInS ﬁﬂ:{J'fJ_f"'fA"ﬂ R GUITMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

. (-N3) .. "0 PN i 55 oEoN *{:rw;:_pnx R SN .
In this week’s parsha we find the same word with opposite interpretations. First we see that Sarah calls her son Yitzchok

because of the tremendous joy and laughter - "pny” - that came to the world with his miraculous birth. A few posukim later,
Avraham makes a great party to celebrate the weaning of Yitzchok. At this party Sarah sees Yishmael "pnyn". She tells
Avraham that he must send Yishmael out of the house. Rashi tells us that the word "pnyn” denotes idol worship, murder and
immorality. The name "pn¥" is an expression of great joy and happiness. How can two words with the same shoresh "pny"
have such opposite meanings? The answer says R” Avraham Pam z¢’/ is found in the words of Koheles, who says: m nnne”
"neny MN? On a simple level this means that joy is purposeless. On a deeper level this means that a person must see where his
simcha leads him. People say that laughter is the best medicine, but they should know that laughter can also be the deadliest
poison! It all depends on what effect the laughter has on you! Yishmael was a young boy, sitting at this party with his esteemed
father and the Gedolei Hador who were present. And what was he doing? He was laughing! He was mocking and scorning all
that was good and holy. This kind of scornful behavior, explains R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz shlit’a, is a free pass to do everything
that is wrong! Sarah saw his mocking laughter and she knew that he must go. This is "pny"” that removes one from Hashem.
Sometimes we get together with friends and have a great time! We laugh and joke and have lots of fun. But how do you feel
AFTER the party is over? Do you feel uplifted and full? Or do you feel depleted and empty? This is the litmus test to see if
your laughter was simcha shel mitzvah or scornful jest. Is it the “fzchok” of Yitzchok or the “metzachek” of Yishmael? We
must always make sure that our laughter and joy lead us to higher levels in avodas Hashem and not ¢”’v the other way around.




