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Why is there still a mitzvah of remembering the act of Amalek today,
even though in our present golus we would be forbidden to perform the
mitzvah of eradicating them, even if we knew who exactly is Amalek?

R' Moshe Feinstein ZT'L explains that the point of this mitzvah is to
remind us that it is possible for any human being to become as wicked and
cruel as Amalek. It is possible for one to deny Hashem, just as they denied
Hashem and His role in the world, even though they saw irrefutable
evidence, such as the splitting of the sea, the exodus from Egypt and the
other miracles that Hashem did for us in the wilderness. The lesson we learn
is that each of us, no matter how great his spiritual accomplishments, must
worry that he himself might be tricked into committing serious sins. Just as
Amalek fell so low, we must also be afraid that it is possible for any of us to
fall just as low. All of us are made of the same flesh and blood as Amalek
and the wicked of all other generations, and when Chazal warn us, "Do not
believe in yourself until the day of your death,” (-2 man) they had each and
every one of us in mind. They were eminently afraid that anyone, without
exception, could stumble in any of the mitzvos of the Torah. Thus, we keep
the thought of Amalek in front of us, for all time, to remind us not to trust in
our ability to do good, but to continually be on guard against all evil and sin.
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R' Ephraim of Sedlikov ZT"L (Degel Machane Ephraim) would say:
"In commanding that the Yywn - breastplate, symbolic of the heart, not be
loosened from the ephod, symbolizing the mouth, the Torah is giving us a
hint that a person's heart and mouth should always be in sync with each
other."

R' Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT"L (Chofetz Chaim) would say:
"The humiliation that a person suffers atones for his wrongdoings. How
unfortunate I am that I have never had any humiliation in my life!"

R' Yisroel Salanter ZT"L would say:
"A poor person generally does not die from starvation. He dies from
honor-seeking and arrogance!"
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three men quietly crept outside and returned to the royal palace where they
were happily told that the breach in the dam had been repaired, and the
damage had been quite minimal. The emissaries were shocked. They
proceeded to describe to the Queen everything they had witnessed in the
Rabbi's house. The Queen was now surprised and summoned R' Elazar to
the palace. "How could such an esteemed Rabbi have behaved in such a
manner? And more importantly, why were the workers suddenly able to
fix the dam at that exact moment?" the Queen asked him directly.

R' Elazar smiled with an ancient wisdom. "Whenever it seems as if G-d
is angry, we try to appease Him by fulfilling His will. The day the dam
broke was Purim," he said, "when we are commanded to be happy to the
point of intoxication. Had I responded by praying and imploring G-d
amidst tears, not only would I have failed to fulfill His wishes, but actually
transgressed one of His commandments. It was precisely because 1
recognized the magnitude of the danger that I encouraged everyone to be
even more joyful, in the hope it would arouse G-d's mercy." The Queen
was very pleased by R' Elazar's explanation, and thanked him royally
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The Medrash comments that the word »1non5” - "beaten”, alludes to the
two Batei Mikdash. The first Mikdash stood for four hundred and ten
years, and the second for four hundred and twenty years, for a total of
eight hundred and thirty, the numerical value of the word 7s>n5»." The
question is, why doesn't the posuk may some kind of allusion as well to the
third Bais Hamikdash, which will be built speedily and in our day?

Answers Rabbeinu Bachaye ZT''L, that the third Bais Hamikdash is
in fact hinted at in this posuk. The two Batei Mikdash that were destroyed
on account of our sins, are alluded to in the word »m>n5”, as they lasted for
a finite number of years - 830 - the numerical value of the word »m>n>7.
The third Mikdash, however, will be the eternal, infinite one that will
remain forever. This is alluded to in the word »W~n5” - "for lighting", as
the posuk states in Tehillim, "Rise up, my light, for your light has come,"
referring to the presence of the Shechinah. The posuk concludes,
AN ) MOYND” - "to light the eternal candle”, which teaches us that
when the light of the Shechinah is finally lit, at the time of Moshiach, its
quality will remain forever. May it happen speedily and in our days!
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It was Purim, and the Rabbi of Amsterdam, R' Elazar Rokeach ZT''L,
was in the midst of his festive Purim meal. The celebration was well
underway when a knock was heard at the door. Standing there were three
emissaries of the Queen of Holland on an urgent mission. R' Elazar
motioned for them to approach the table and deliver their message. They
told him that in a certain district of Holland a dam had burst, and
thousands of innocent people were in danger of drowning. Over the
centuries, a series of dams were built to protect the Dutch people from
being inundated by the ocean, as much of the Netherlands lies below sea
level. One of these dams had now given way, and a sizeable portion of the
country was in the direct path of the water. The Queen's emissaries had
heard much about the piety of the saintly Rabbi. Thus, after delivering
their message, they fully expected him go off into a corner and pray.

Surprisingly, however, they were invited to sit down and join in the
festivities. It was even more curious when R' Elazar ordered every bottle
of wine and whiskey remaining in the house to be placed on the table.
"Now, gentlemen," he anounced, "let us fulfill the mitzva of the day to the
best of our abilities. We will drink until we cannot distinguish between
‘cursed is Haman' and 'blessed is Mordechai' ." Before the astonished eyes
of the emissaries the elderly Rabbi jumped up to conduct the revelry,
whereupon everyone began drinking and dancing around the table. The
emissaries could not believe what they were seeing. After some time, the
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