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With this posuk, the Torah closes out the laws of kashrus. Indeed, the
medrash states that if one denies the laws of kashrus, he also denies the
Exodus from Egypt. The obvious question, however, is what is the
relationship of 0™ ¥n NN to the laws of kashrus?

R' Chaim Yosef David Azulai ZT"L, the Chid''a, explains that there
are two types of impurity that can affect a person: Impurity that enters
inside of a person and impurity that surrounds a person from the outside but
does not actually go into the person. An example of the former is non-
kosher food, which is digested into the body; an example of the latter is
idolatry, which lends an aura and encompasses an individual. Chazal teach
us that Hashem hurried Bnei Yisroel out of Egypt because they were
perilously close to the lowest level of nnmL, about to become inextricably
mired in the impurity of Egypt. Our ancestors had reached the stage where
the external impurity of Egypt was about to become an inherent part of their
beings. Hashem took Bnei Yisroel out of Egypt before the impurity could
enter them. How then can one allow non-kosher food to enter his body?
This is possible only if one denies the Exodus!
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R' Yisroel of Rizhin ZT"L would say:
"How does a tightrope walker manage to maintain his balance? When he
feels himself pulled towards one side, he immediately leans toward the other
side. We must apply this technique to life in general, as our guide."

An old and wise man once said:

"Some of the shells that wash up on the beach were once very beautiful.
One can never know what kind of journey it had to take to get in that fragile
shape. People are very much the same way, no matter how they look right
now. So just be kind!"

R' Eliyohu Dessler ZT'"L would say:
"When a person feels the pangs of envy, he is causing himself to feel that
pain. One is not allowed to cause himself pain!"
A SPECIAL MAZEL TOV IN HONOR OF THE BAR-MITZVA OF
AKIVA BEYMAN >3, MAZEL TOV TO MR AND MRS AVROHOM BEYMAN
MAY THEY BE ZOCHEH TO SEE MUCH NACHAS FROM HIM ALWAYS

We look forward to questions, inquiries and m9yn. Please E-mail: TorahTavlin@aol.com
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about it all these years."

R' Avrohom smiled at his father. "I, too, have thought about that
incident many times over the years, and I, too, wanted to speak to you
about it. At the time and later when I was able to understand ideas clearer,
I also delved into the meforshim and realized that in truth, my analysis of
the problem was correct and that I was 'punished' unjustly.” R' Avrohom
took his father's hand and warmly said, "I never had a problem with your
action towards me and there was no question that I forgave you
immediately. But I knew that in this situation I must remain silent and
accept your decision. Because of the mitzva of honoring one's father, I
restrained myself from uttering a word about it."
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Moshe informs the Jewish people that the N5v - Divine Presence, is
about to descend. Indeed, it was a great day for the Jewish people, for it
marked the commencement of an entirely new era in which G-d's Presence
would rest in the holy Mishkan - Sanctuary. Nonetheless, although this
was the first day of the new era, we see that it is called "the eighth." Why?

Answers the Lubavitcher Rebbe, R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson
ZT"L, the term "eighth" expresses the day's unique advantage. In fact, the
number eight alludes to a distinct and important attribute. As a general
rule, the number seven belongs to the realm of nature, whereas the number
eight corresponds to the realm of holiness. The physical world and the
entire natural order is based on a cycle of seven: seven days of the week,
seven years of the Sabbatical cycle of working the land, etc. The number
eight, by contrast, connotes a holiness that is super- natural, a level that
transcends the natural order. Bris Mila - circumcision, is performed on the
eighth day after birth; the highest level of holiness occurs on the eighth
day of Sukkos, on Shemini Atzeres. Similarly, the Divine Presence
descended upon the mishkan on the eighth day. However, the level of
"eight" can only be attained after the preparation of "seven." One mustn't
think that G-d will bestow these higher levels of holiness without effort. A
Jew has to prepare himself properly before meriting this more exalted
level of Divine revelation. Indeed, it was only after seven days of intense
preparation that the Jewish people became worthy of the supernatural
holiness that descended on that special day - the "Eighth" day.
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As a child, the great Torah scholar, R' Avrohom of Sochatchov
ZT"L, was the pupil of his illustrious father, R' Zev Nachum of Biala
ZT"L. His father schooled him throughout his younger years until he
moved on to the big Yeshivos. One day his father asked him a particularly
difficult question about the Talmudic text they were studying. The child,
who was endowed with a brilliant mind, saw the solution to the question at
once and didn't lose a moment in proving the answer. His father, a scholar
of note, rejected his son's answer, which seemed to have popped out of the
child's mouth before he had a chance to properly reflect on its profundity.
R'Zev Nachum gave the boy a light tap on his cheek and said, "You will
have to overcome your habit of answering so quickly before you have
thought through the question."”

Many years went by and one day R' Avrohom, now an established
scholar of great repute, was summoned to his father's sick bed. R' Zev
Nachum reminded his son about that incident which had occurred so many
years ago and said, "You know, after that happened, I again looked into
the commentaries on that particular sugya. In my study, I discovered that
the interpretation which you gave was perfectly correct. I had wanted to
apologize to you at the time, but I was afraid lest you become too
conceited about your intellect, and I restrained myself. I have thought
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