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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (71)
Laws of Loans. If one borrows money and cannot remember
who it was from, must he give that amount to public needs?
Background of Question. The Mechaber rules (1) that if one
stole from people and doesn’t know or remember from whom
he stole in order to return the money, he should donate the money
for public needs. This, of course, goes along with doing other
steps of feshuva which are regret, accepting not to do it again,
confession and asking Hashem for mechilah. maadn man
writes that once the thief does this act of doing the best he can,
Hashem will make sure that the victim will be mochel him.
The Aruch Hashulchan ) says a little differently. Hashem will
cause it to happen that the victim, or those who inherit him, will
get benefit from his money to the value of what was stolen. This
is not an absolute obligation but rather a highly preferable thing
to do @. The type of public need and its location should be such
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donating to a community eruv, hospital, public bathrooms,
handwashing stations in shuls and public places, organizations
that help people and the sick and elderly with medical needs, or
places where people can drink, which is the exact suggestion of
the Gemara. R’ Yosef Shalom Elyashiv z271 ) says that donating
to a yeshivah also accomplishes this because it is fit to benefit
everyone and the public has an obligation to financially support the
yeshivos; thus, it is like giving the money to the victim. One who
lent money with Torah prohibited interest [ribbis], and doesn’t
remember to whom he lent the money, should do the same (7).

Answer. Is not remembering the borrower the same as the above
cases? Rav Elyashiv ) and Shut Vayaan Dovid o)say that all of
the above is only when the money came to his hand wrongly,
such as stealing or interest, but if it came to his hands correctly
such as a loan, the concept of doing public needs does not apply.
Accordingly, the same will apply if he bought on credit, hired a

that it is probable that the victims will benefit from his donation. ~ worker, borrowed an item, watched a pikadon, damaged

Igros Moshe () sugges ving to a mikvah. Others suggest unintentionally, and the like, and doesn’t know whom to repay.
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"morama mana”- The braisa says: If a nwn (n1) accidentally falls into a i, there is a o if the n>av is valid. 37 holds she is N1 nno
N 51N Mo, PNv 3 holds, she is not »nwv at all, even nvab (hushand).The Gemara tries to bring a proof to 27 nww that for nSya and
o matters, > is not necessary for n>av. The Gemara brings [N mipnl: if @ wave of 40 nixo fell on a xv person and his o5, they
both become v (this follows »ov ' moew that no»av in a sea is awa). The Gemara says, the omx should be compared to the utensils. Just like
the o5 have no nym> when the wave fell on them, so too the person doesn't require nmo. The Gemara rejects this m»xa and says this might be
discussing a case where the person was waiting and anticipating when the wave would come, so he did have nma for the nav. [It emerges, that
although the person wasnt 511 the 2 oba, but was only watching and having nmo, this is sufficient]. The Gemara inquires, what is the
circumstance of nbava now? If it means her friend forced her into the mipr, all agree this would be valid, as the Mishnah states: a nmwo nwn
nown that don't have the ny/capabilities to be S themselves, may be immersed by a competent person? The Gemara answers no»o means,
the nw either fell off a bridge into the water (which is zero intentions of immersing) or went in to cool off but without 5205 .

The y [rwrypn) says: this norn and the eardier mirin between yr = and the o200 regarding nwnws nom, are not related to the general
o of mmo o s, This is because these 2 mxn are vy and pwon something else and not a "oy T80 NN NPV IS YN TN
noyao and is P a man to eat vy, mn and NN is NN awa mnn. However, the e minan [)'9 ;7™ 'ox] brings yva 9w owa
that we pasken no o P s with our Gemara as proof because 17 holds 9y mwnv nowow N and we pasken like omoNa 10,

The ¥ ['NinA"sp 1'p] says: NHY2D NN, DN TIND N9 1 NI X2 N9avw 1. The X4 brings: ymann v and she would
need a second n>av. The v'v and 4"w both add that if she was forced in by someone else, it is 2w as we see from our sugya. The 6"am9
'n N"a mwopn] paskens (like 21) and says: anyone who needs to be 5110 needs to have nma. If not, it is 9w> but only for Y5 purposes.
Even a noxow nm would be ndyab amin but not for oy mimn nbyow. The 0"ann says [2)] the fact that nb»av is anvn one from his
nNOW, is @ . So, just like when one has 512v5 N> afterwards he is mnv, even though nothing has physically changed in his a, so too,

once one has intent to be 9nvN his MMV W, once he is resigned to do this, he is already MV, W'y, | B) n2wnh e 2) 230w Lavn JoIn (1)
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R’ Yechezkel Abramsky z¢”I (Chazon Yechezkel) would say: ¥n013 (9) 30 'Y '3 o3 vavna
“OINGONN TY YOI N 0¥ - ‘This honor (waiting for Miriam) was given to her by Hashem because of the hour that she
waited for Moshe when he was thrown in the Nile.” (Rashi) Why did Miriam deserve such a reward? After all, she was
merely waiting to see what would happen to him? When a man is asked after his death, ‘Did you wait for the redemption,’
he is not asked if he hoped for it but if he waited for it like a person who knows that it will certainly arrive. Similarly,
Miriam’s merit was that she was certain that Moshe would be saved, and just waited to see how it would happen.”
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The Torah records a fascinating exchange when Moshe invites his father-in-law, Yisro, to journey with the Jewish nation
to the Land of Israel. Moshe pleads with him, saying, “Please do not leave us ... for you will be as eyes for us.” The

columns of fire and cloud would ever need a human guide to serve as their “eyes.” The answer lies in the unique role of a true
spiritual guide; they possess a far-reaching vision that transcends the immediate horizon, anchoring a community through
unseen future trials. This prophetic clarity ensures that even when the road ahead appears completely shrouded in darkness,
the visionary guidance established years prior remains a steady beacon. The foresight of our Sages acts as a permanent
spiritual map, designed to manifest its navigational strength at the precise moment we lose our own way.

A powerful testament to this eternal light is found in the life of R’ Avraham Cohen z”I, the legendary director of the
Girls” Seminary in Gateshead, England. Rabbi Cohen frequently traveled to the Holy Land to draw spiritual strength from its
great Rabbanim and Madrichim, and on one of his historic visits, he sought an audience with the venerable R’ Yosef Chaim
Sonnenfeld z#”’l, the Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem. As their deeply moving conversation drew to a close, Rabbi Cohen
respectfully bowed his head, seeking a personal blessing from the elderly sage. R’ Yosef Chaim, renowned for his profound

humility and aversion to honor, initially waved away the request, asking why a young, healthy man with caring parents would &

have need for his blessing. However, the moment Rabbi Cohen clarified that he was not asking for his own personal benefit,
but rather for the success of his sacred mission - educating young Jewish women in Torah and instilling within them a
genuine fear of Heaven - the atmosphere in the room completely transformed. Recognizing the cosmic weight of Jewish
education, R’ Yosef Chaim stood tall, declared with absolute conviction, “I am ready to bless this endeavor!” and spread his
hands over Rabbi Cohen’s head to deliver a heartfelt, soaring blessing for the institution’s future success.

Many years later, that very blessing was put to the ultimate test when the Gateshead Seminary faced a devastating,
unprecedented financial crisis. The institution had opened its doors to welcome dozens of young, vulnerable refugee girls
arriving from Morocco, and the sudden influx of students caused the seminary’s daily operational expenses to spiral entirely
out of control. The situation rapidly deteriorated into a state of sheer desperation; the local kosher butcher refused to supply
meat on credit, the bakeries ceased their daily deliveries of bread, and the greengrocer completely withheld essential fruits and
vegetables. Rabbi Cohen exhausted every humanly possible avenue, desperately reaching out to philanthropists, communal
leaders, and rabbinic authorities across Europe, but every door remained firmly shut. With a shattered spirit and a heavy heart,
realizing he could no longer feed the children entrusted to his care, he made the agonizing decision to close the gates of the
seminary and tearfully advised the girls to seek shelter elsewhere, though the vast majority literally had nowhere else to go.

That night, Rabbi Cohen slept fitfully, his soul filled with anguish and despair as he contemplated the ruin of his life’s
work. Yet, at his absolute breaking point, the eternal light of the past broke through his misery when R’ Yosef Chaim
appeared vividly to him in a dream. The Tzaddik looked at the broken director with immense warmth and firmly reassured
him, declaring, “I have blessed you to succeed. Do not worry. Hashem will help you and will definitely not abandon you.”

The very next morning, the reality on the ground shifted in an instant when Rabbi Cohen received an urgent, unexpected
phone call from the Chief Rabbi of London, who informed him that a massive, significant financial grant had been
miraculously allocated overnight to rescue the seminary. The Chief Rabbi was pleased to inform Rabbi Cohen of the tidings.

The critical funds were transferred immediately, effectively securing the institution’s survival and ensuring that the sacred |\
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The Ibn Ezra says that there was a dibbur - "2a7™" - preceding the parsha of the Menorah to teach us that Hashem also

"C, spoke to Moshe at night, when “light” was necessary. The Ramban asks: Elsewhere, the Medrash states that Hashem spoke

. : ! X & | to Moshe only during the day? (Rashi throughout Chumash also says this.)
commentators puzzle over why the generation that witnessed the open miracles of Yerzias Mitzrayim and was guided by |=¥:%

In 9247 pnyn, the Netziv answers: The Menorah, he posits, refers to the N9 Syaw N, whereas the Aron HaKodesh
represents AN51v NWMN. Moshe Rabbeinu would learn the d’var Hashem during the day and review it at night. He, as do we all,

EH needed ronv nny»o. Hence this dibbur wasn’t a regular one, rather it symbolized the "y»o” - that heavenly assistance, he
.| needed to learn at night. That is pshat in the Ibn Ezra. But why learn at night though? Was he simply too busy during the day?

I heard R’ Yitzchok Sorotzkin shlita quote another Netziv that can shed light on this. The Netziv offers a mashal of two

¢ 3] men who were invited to the king’s palace. One had been there before and knew his way around the palace. The other lost his
© | bearings several times, and kept entering the wrong rooms, finally reaching the king’s inner chamber. So while it may have
"C, taken him longer to arrive, he inadvertently “toured” the palace and saw it in all its vast glory. So it is when learning Torah. At

times the going is not so easy; we may get stuck here or lost there, till we successfully, 7023, illuminate the elusive maskana.
But, we are fortunate that along the way we get to see many other sites; another Gemara, a Rashi, a Tosfos, a Rashba or a

Rambam - Hashem’s “Written Palace” in all its vast glory! Thus, Moshe learned na Syaw nmn at night conveying this idea.
Chazal say, "n>Y2 NoON NN 0 I0D OTX PN”. Much of one’s success in learning is at night. Perhaps this is metaphoric that

his success in learning is when he gets lost in the dark and struggles to find his true path, basking in Torah’s ethereal radiance.
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a| rom: In May 1972, a heavy cloud of anxiety descended upon

Israel. Sabena Flight 571 had been hijacked by terrorists and

| forced to land at Israel’s Lod Airport. The hijackers issued a

terrifying ultimatum: release over 300 prisoners, or the

(t, aircraft and everyone aboard would be blown to pieces.

Miles away, in the quiet town of Netivot, the news was

&% brought to the great sage, Chacham Yisroel Abuchatzeira,
g%_| 22”7, the Baba Sali. Upon hearing of the hostages’ peril, his
&'| face grew pale. Without a word, he entered his private study
¥%| and remained secluded for hours in intense, solitary prayer.

Outside his door, his family and students waited in a tense

»fﬁ hush. Suddenly, the stillness was pierced by heartrending

sobs emanating from the Baba Sali’s room. A short while

!t, 7' that all our toilings in 'n Ny NN yltimately enable us to see the light of Yiddishkeit, and bring us closer to N"apn.
"c, T vaYT =2 A 7‘]{7% later, radio broadcasts shifted from dread to jubilation. In a

lightning-fast raid known as Operation Isotope, Israeli
commandos had stormed the plane, neutralized the hijackers,
and miraculously freed the hostages.

When the dust settled, the household realized that the very
minute the commandos breached the aircraft was the exact
same moment the Baba Sali had suddenly burst into tears.
Soms: In the Parsha, seventy elders are chosen to help Moshe
carry the burden of the Jewish people. Two of them, Eldad
and Meidad, remained far away in the camp, yet ruach
hakodesh (divine spirit) rested upon them anyway, allowing
them to prophesy. Yehoshua is alarmed and urges Moshe to
stop them. But Moshe answers with profound humility: “Are
you jealous for my sake? If only all the Lord’s people were
prophets, that the Lord would put His spirit upon them!”
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work of illuminating the souls of Jewish girls could continue unhindered, proving that a true blegsing never loses its power.
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While the Haftorah opens with a vivid depiction of the
joy that will prevail when the Shechina finally returns to
Yerushalayim, the tone soon turns as Zechariah HaNavi
begins to describe the frightful scene that will take place in
the Heavenly Court of the incriminating angels who sought
to implicate Yehoshua Kohen Gadol. Yehoshua’s sons had
married non-Jewish wives and since he had failed to
reprove them properly it was as though he had committed a
sin and his clothes became “soiled.”

R’ Chaim Volozhiner z#”I points out that although
originally the Kohen Gadol was wearing “dirty clothing”
because of his childrens’ sins, when they later divorced
their wives and repented, Hashem rebuked the angels and

ordered that the dirty clothing be removed thereby
exonerating the Kohen Gadol of his sins.

Says R’ Chaim, Chazal tell us, “There is no righteous
man who has never sinned in his life.” Each and every
person walks around with some measure of soiled clothing
and though he may feel remorse for his misdeeds he may
feel it is too hard to repent.

The lesson from Yehoshua Kohen Gadol is that we need
to remember that a person’s soul is inherently clean deep
down - it’s just clad in a dirty exterior. Though it’s not an
easy feat, all one needs to do is just shake off the dirt and
clean up his act a bit and Hashem will wash away the rest
revealing his pure Jewish soul.

After spending time with Klal Yisroel, Yisro attempted to return to his homeland. Moshe Rabbeinu protested, promising

x| that his father-in-law would share in the blessings Hashem would bestow upon the nation. He further described him as w5 s’

*| "o»y5, which Rashi explains as being a source of guidance and insight. However, now that there Urim V’Tumim, and the

.| Ananei Hakavod leading the way, what advice would Yisro provide? Additionally, the continuation of the pasuk 751 » mm"
1779 mavm may N v N NNN 0N M MY - implies a connection between the two things. What is it?

The Noam Elimelech quotes a Zohar, that for Tzadikim to bring yeshuos in this world, they must first create “movement”

3 in the upper world. How is this accomplished? When a person looks heavenward and recognizes the abundant goodness
=¥%| Hashem constantly bestows upon him, it generates profound Hakaras Hatov. This immense closeness with Hashem becomes a

conduit for even greater blessing. Rather than focusing solely on pleading for a yeshuah, one should reflect and internalize how

<yes] much gratitude is owed to Hashem; that itself becomes a tremendous source of salvation. Yonah offered a lengthy tefillah from

the belly of the fish, but only when he declared, "5 nnaw NN 52 MN" was he immediately released. The source of Shefa

| ‘rt,"“ during the Shalosh Regalim is recognizing the gifts, Yetzias Mitzrayim, the Torah, and the Ananei Hakavod Hashem gave
o¥%_| during those times. R’ Meilich Biderman shlita related a story about a man who came seeking a beracha after being childless
"' *| for many years. Rav Meilich advised him to join the Ne’ilas Hachag, and truly rejoice. Although it was difficult at first, the man
,“ "‘,\,{ immersed himself fully in the simchah. A year later, he returned to share the joyous news that he had been blessed with a child!

Yisro embodied this quality. He recognized all the good Hashem had done and joined Klal Yisroel because of it. Moshe told

b %] him: "O»y> 15 7", your ability to focus on Hashem’s n2vn and be filled with gratitude will itself become a source of

blessing for Klal Yisroel, and in turn, for you as well.




