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enough for a meager existence. If the rich train themselves to
survive on the bare minimum, they will let the poor starve!”
Swn3: A great deal of gold and other precious materials
were used extensively in the construction of the vessels of the
Mishkan. Similarly, the clothing worn by the Kohen Gadol
were comprised of gold and he would perform his pries'tly
Nl ‘1“ \¢ : p 4 '_
ARG ey
"wy1p nn i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (41)
Using the Bathroom Before Davening. From the posuk in
Navi (1), "W PROX TWPY YN - “Prepare, Yisroel, to go meet
your G-D,” Chazal learn out ) that when a person goes to
“meet Hashem in prayer,” he must physically prepare himself.
The Gemara explains that this includes preparing one’s entire
body with cleanliness, from within and without. Therefore, one
who needs to relieve himself should not start davening until he
does so. This applies to both "omvp" (urinating) and "OYYTY’
(excrement). The Chayei Adam @3) brings another source for
this from the posuk, ""&Tp DY NN 2P 591 N NN WA D" -
“Bless Hashem, my soul, and all that is in me shall bless His
holy Name.” @ From the expression “all that is in me,” we
derive that it is not just one’s mouth that blesses Hashem but
rather his whole body, and all that is inside his body participates
in this. As a result, it must be properly cleansed for the occasion.
Proper Cleansing. There seems to be two opinions as to the
nature of the issur. The Rambam ) writes that when one is in a
situation where he must relieve himself, it drags his mind away
from properly focusing on his davening. However, in Hagahos
Maimoniyos (), he writes that having one’s body in such a state
where waste needs to be removed is somewhat equal to reciting
holy words in front of human waste, which is prohibited.
Three Levels. Let us discuss three levels mentioned in halacha:
1) One who needs to go, but can hold it in for 72 minutes.
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R' Shimon Sofer ZT”’L (Michta; Sofer) would say:

195

duties wearing these precious garments. For the Kohen
Gadol was the representative of Klal Yisroel and by wearing
clothing worthy of splendor, and utilizing vessels that were
likewise rich in appearance and content, he was better able
to represent the needs of the people and facilitate Divine
sustenance - and even wealth and riches - for his people.
N72I5% 150w T3 I AND
DY 529p T2 oUn ey S50 wad
2) One who cannot hold it in for 72 minutes, whose laws are
understandably stricter.
3) One who has a strong urge that makes him have to go soon,
whose laws are even stricter.
Application. Before starting to daven, one should check himself
to see if he has a need to go to the bathroom. One should not get
nervous about this and any doubt in these cases is ruled leniently.
The whole halacha of not davening in such a state is Rabbinic,
and thus, all doubts are ruled leniently - "Ny Y277 o0, If one
definitely has an urge to relieve himself, but can physically hold
it for 72 minutes, he should not daven Shemona Esrei (if he did
he has fulfilled his obligation). He should go to a restroom even if
it means that he will miss davening with a minyan and be forced
to daven alone. If going to the bathroom will cause him to miss
the entire N>on Y, he should daven right then since he can hold
it in for 72 minutes. As mentioned, “‘possibly”” holding it in for 72
minutes is like definitely being able to. However, in a case where
he definitely cannot hold it in for that length of time, he cannot
daven Shemona Esrei, even if relieving himself at that time
means missing Zman Tefillah. In fact, this is so strict that even if
he davened in this case, he did not fulfill his obligation. He must
daven again when he is clean, and (if he missed Zman Tefillah
entirely) he will have to say two Shemona Esrei in the next
Tefillah, the second one being the make-up for the one he missed
). Other parts of davening are not as strict as Shemona Esreli.
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“any 0120 OV MYYY - The Gemara (0 N210) states that the word "D’ is related to the Aramaic expression for
‘like a baby,” (x299) teaching us that the Cheruvim were indeed baby-faced. Additionally, the posuk tells us that the
Cheruvim faced each other - 'vNN DN vwX D1”9Y - as the Baal HaTurim writes, ‘like two friends discussing a Torah
topic.’ Since when do babies discuss Torah topics with one another? Actually, the appearance of the Cheruvim and their
mannerism teaches us that one should approach the Torah as a baby relates to his father; not with preconceived notions
and reliance on our own knowledge, but as completely blank slates and with trust and belief in the Torah’s wisdom.”

R’ Yaakov Yitzchok of P’shischa ZT”’L (Yid Hakadosh) would say:

“If a person really appreciates and values his independence, the best thing for him to do is to remain silent. Speech
serves no end unless someone is listening. Hence, one is dependent on others when he speaks and he cannot be considered
‘independent.” On the other hand, if one keeps quiet and doesn’t say whatever comes to his mind, he needs no one!”

A Wise Man would say:
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the best thing is to talk to someone instead of about them.”

A Special Mazel Tov to a
Wonderful Benefactor of
Torah Tavlin, upon the
Marriage of his son. May
you only enjoy Nachas from
him & all your children ...
You Know Who You Are!!

Merockdim

26 Parker Blvd.
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The yeshivah system of Eastern Europe in the first half of the 20th century suffered great hardship during the economic
crises in Europe and the Great Depression of the 1930’s in the United States. As institutions with no independent source of
income, the pre-war yeshivos were dependent on donations from Jews all over Europe, the United States and from more
distant communities within the Russian empire. Even this source of support diminished as a result of the political, economic
and social changes that took place after the first world war. A number of yeshivos opened offices in the U.S. and established
networks of meshulachim (emissaries) there and in other countries, and these were able to bring in some additional financial
support. Nonetheless, despite these various sources of income, the budgets of the yeshivos were always in deficit.

At one point, the distress of the Polish/Lithuanian yeshivos became particularly great, and a delegation of foremost
Rabbanim and contemporary sages traveled to Warsaw on a mission to raise awareness - and sorely needed funds - to save
those yeshivos. A conference was held in a large hall and the press was invited to attend in order to report and publicize the
goals of the delegation. One of the keynote speakers at the conference was R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”L, the renowned
Maggid and author of Oznaim L’Torah. He delivered a powerful oration on the dreadful plight of the yeshivah students.

When he finished, one of the Jewish journalists present asked him how R’ Meir Shapiro ZT’L, the Lubliner Rav and Dean
of Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, had been so successful in building a majestic Yeshivah edifice and garnering great financial
support. Would it not have been better, he asked facetiously, to feed the starving families of students in existing yeshivos?

R’ Zalman sensed that the questioner’s intention was to publicly negate the importance of the drive. Unflustered, he
answered the man in the time-honored Jewish tradition; with a question of his own. “Tell me, why did Hashem command the
collection of "ma71y (voluntary donations) for the construction of the Mishkan, when everyone, even the poor, had to give a
half-shekel for Korbonos? In fact, if this contribution was not given, collateral was taken to ensure payment. Why didn’t the
Torah rely on philanthropists to supply the communal sacrifices, as it did regarding the construction of the Sanctuary?”’

“The answer,” explained R’ Zalman, when the journalist was not forthcoming, “lies in the Torah’s understanding of the
psychology of philanthropists. They hasten to contribute to edifices, yet often refuse to support or maintain the cause for
which those edifices are constructed. When considering which is more precious, the building in which the sacrifices are
brought or the sacrifices themselves, we must conclude that the end surely justifies the means. This is proven by the fact
that the Korbonos, be it the Tamid or Mussaf, nullify Shabbos restrictions, whereas building the Temple does not. Despite
this, we see that in one day the people brought so much silver and gold for the construction of the Mishkan that it was
necessary to make a public announcement asking them to stop (-2 mnw). Only then did the people cease to bring donations.

“Hashem, Who understands the human mind, was well aware that the people would bring more than was needed for the
construction of the Mishkan, and there would be no need to tax them or take collateral. However, regarding the purpose of
the building, the communal sacrifices, Hashem knew that they would not give until they were promised that the money would
‘atone for their souls.” In addition to this, Hashem commanded that those in arrears of the tax must give a collateral.”

In the same pleading tone in which he implored people to take pity on the yeshivah students, R’ Zalman concluded. “It
is the same with the yeshivos. The buildings are only a means, a place to study. Even so, while people give abundantly for
buildings rooms, doors, windows or bricks, they contribute little to the support of the Torah scholars themselves. Some
Jewish philanthropists specifically desire a room dedicated to them, a brick which will become an integral part of the
building. Providing food, however, which is consumed immediately and is gone, does not interest them. My friends, this is
wrong. I am certain that when the construction of the huge Lubliner Yeshivah is completed, R’ Meir Shapiro will have as
much difficulty covering ongoing expenses as any other Rosh Yeshivah ....” (which later proved to be true)
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Sw1: One of the followers of R’ Yitzchok of Vorki ZT”’L
was very wealthy. On one occasion the Rebbe asked him
about his lifestyle. The rich man assured him that he was not
led astray by his riches, and he was following the dictates of
the Sages, leading a very austere life, and getting along on a
simple diet. He did not wear lavish clothes or have servants.
“No! No!” the Rebbe protested. ““You are doing it all wrong.
I want you to hire servants and buy yourself the finest suits,
along with expensive dresses for your wife. Hire a gourmet
chef, and eat delicacies at every meal. Take lavish vacations

and use your wealth for maximum enjoyment. Then you will
merit the Divine blessing for continued wealth.”

When the surprised chasid left, the Rebbe turned to the
astonished bystanders and explained. “If he will indulge in
luxurious food and clothes, then when a needy person asks
for help, he will understand that this poor fellow requires at
least enough for bread and simple clothes. But if he himself
lives an ascetic life, how will he view the needy? He will
think that the poor can eat rocks and wear rags! The wealthy
must enjoy their wealth, so that the less fortunate will have

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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The Baal Haturim cites two posukim that begin with the word "nxW": here, regarding the Menorah, and the posuk in
Tehillim: "1a% o NXW'. As we know, Moshe Rabbeinu was unable to build the Menorah even after he was shown its image.
Hashem instructed Moshe to throw a block of gold in the fire, whereupon the Menorah was "o W' - made by itself.
Well, if Hashem knew that Moshe was unable to make the Menorah on his own, why did He show him the image altogether?

The answer is that before a master builder starts his work, he must first have a master plan - an idea of what his building
will look like when it is completed. Moshe Rabbeinu, the “Master Builder” of Klal Yisroel, required a “Master Plan” of the
Menorah in front of him before starting, even though he wasn’t able to actually construct it all himself. With his vision and
Divine assistance (Siyata D’shmaya), the outcome turned out perfect. We learn from this that before a person can create
anything, he needs a clear vision of his future product. Then, with this vision and siyata d’shmaya, anything - even a golden
Menorah - can be produced. This, now, is how the second posuk - "7315 ©2 X" - fits in. In order to be successful in raising
children and building a home of Yarei Hashem and Bnei Torah, you need to “see” a Master Plan, a “chinuch vision” of what

you are striving for. Then, and only then, with the help of Hashem can you be zoche to "D M0DWN..WTPN I Wy

On Motzei Shabbos, some recite a tefillah (002wn 117) in which we ask Hashem for many things, among them siyata
d’shmaya. The Brisker Rav ZT”L once said that if he was granted only one request in the fefillah, he would choose siyata
d’shmaya, because without it, a Yid cannot be zoche to have any of his requests granted. May we all merit true NWT XNY»D.
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The gemara (:ay nov) learns out from the fact that the Aron
was overlaid with gold from the inside and outside, that:
“Any Talmid Chacham (Torah scholar) whose inside does
not match his outside (1252w is not a true Torah scholar.”
On one occasion, Rabbeinu Saadya Gaon ZT”L left
Egypt to fund raise for his Yeshivah. When he returned, he
excitedly told the hanhala (faculty) that he did very well and
even found a person who wished to donate a brand new Aron
Kodesh! This put the hanhala in a bit of a quandary for
while Rav Saadya was gone, another person had contributed
a sizable donation specifically toward that very same honor:
the Aron Kodesh! Rav Saadya resolved the dilemma and
said, “This is not a problem. We will use the donor’s funds

to purchase benches for the Beis Medrash.”
They were surprised. “But Rosh Yeshivah,” they said
hesitatingly, “the donor specifically stipulated that his money

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF ..... mIny
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must go towards the Aron Kodesh.”

“True,” he answered. “But just as the Aron’s purpose is to
house the Torah scrolls - the written Torah Shebiksay - it is
clear that there is another item found in the Beis Medrash that
is specifically made for the oral portion of the Torah - Torah
Shebal Peh. 1t is the benches upon which the Torah scholars -
the people whose minds, hearts and mouths ‘house’ the oral
Torah - sit while they toil deeply in the pursuit of greater
Torah knowledge. The benches are the ‘Aron’ for the Oral
Torah and thus, we can safely take the funds pledged for the
Aron Kodesh and use them for the benches in the Yeshivah.”

With this, R> Avraham Greenfield Shlit’a explains why
the gemara in Berachos (n2) teaches that when Rav Elazar
ben Azarya replaced Rabban Gamliel as the supreme Rosh
Yeshivah, his first enactment was to install more “benches” in
the Beis Medrash. It was because the many new talmidim that
came to learn Torah were truly "2 1" and their benches
were worthy of being considered like an Aron Kodesh.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(F-112) «.. D22 YPIDWY IR D W

As we herald in the joyous month of Adar, let us analyze an interesting thought. Why do we always read Parshas
Terumah, the parsha in which we are commanded to build a Mishkan in order to bring the Shechina into our lives, the week
of Rosh Chodesh Adar? Well, in simple terms, it is because this is the time of year when Hakadosh Boruch Hu “lives” with
us. The joy of Adar is the joy of Hashem coming to dwell among His people when they are "nnnwa" - happy and joyous!

The Alshich Hakadosh asks a question. The posuk says: “Make for me a Mikdash and I will dwell among THEM.” This

means that Hashem shines His Shechina upon every individual member of Klal Yisroel. If so, why is it necessary to build a
Mishkan in the first place? The Shechina already rests upon the people. The Alshich explains that it was because of the
tremendous achdus and brotherhood that was generated by working together to build a Mishkan that merited the Divine
Presence on the Jewish people. They needed to band together, to unite in a holy project, so that Hashem would wish to join them.

What an important message for us! The way to have SIMCHA is to be connected to Hashem; the way to be connected to
Hashem is to be connected to one another! The Medrash Tehillim (9) tells us that when we, Klal Yisroel, band together in
the holy endeavor of bringing the Shechina to live with us, when we treat each other with kindness and love, understanding
and perseverance, we literally bring Hashem closer to us! We merit Sivata D’shmaya and Hashgacha Pratis in our collective
and individual lives. Any act of unity that brings Jews closer to one another, opens the door for the Shechina to enter.

We must, at this time, make a special effort to achieve unity in our homes and our communities, and in this merit, we will
build a Mikdash for Hashem in this world, while simultaneously help to build the future Bais Hamikdash in Heaven.




