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 ivfv kthknd.hcubhcre"vhg ohkaurh ohnav rga h"r t"yhka 

wudu ohbhg hukdu kpb vzjh hwsa vzjn rat k-t hrnt gnua otb
(s-sf) - vbrm, hfrs lhbhgu hk lck hbc vb,

     dvfuz tuva rntu 'u,uvn kg unmgc shgv 'garv ogkc ka vz rntnc vb
sutn rcs tuvu 'wkpubw whjcc tuv ,tz kf ot lt 'wvzjh hwsa vzjnw ohbuhkg ohhukdk
kf vaghu ,ukg,vk vut,ha hutrv in vhv ohbuhkg ohhukhdk vfuz rat vz hf 'vun,
ogkc shgn itf ukhtu 'vcfrn ,bhjcc uk ,uhvku ',wwhav kt cre,vk okug hesmy
tuv tkt vkg,v tka er tk ,tz kfc 'vfza vnk vfza ;t kg hf 'unmg kg
'wohbhg hukduw rnutu unmg kg gar u,ut if od shgn lfk vchxv lt /kpub ,bhjcc
hbpn lfk vchxv znrb ukt ,uc,ca '(vxfu v"sc) vnka ,rtp, rpxc tcuna hpfu

 /kwwr .pjh rat kfc yhcvk uhbhg rhepvu 'uka ,utrv juf ,t rna tka
,ukg,vk ogkc ,kufhc vhv vagnk hf 'iuhgrv kg khvcn ann tuv vz ihbgu     
vchxva i,arpc hwwarpfu 'ktrah hthcb ,kgnf ann ,uhvku ,udavv ukt jufn
ukht 'rnuk ,unutk vp iuj,p tvh tka hsf tuv u,bhfa ,t vwwcev uhkg vrava
'uz vbgy eh,avk hsf ohthcb if od ovk shngv lfku 'cyunk ubrzj ohthcb ubk uhv
uh,udav jufc z"fu 'okugv ,unut ,t ung ,ukgvku ,ukg,vk ujufc vhva jrfvcu
ifhv sg itfn ohturu ',utrv odp hbpn tuv vz kfu 'kpub vhv ,tz kfcu 'ohbuhkgv
kfc 'ov ohnumg ohhbjurv uh,udav rat vz od hf 'ostv ,t shruvk vz odp kukg
'ohausev ohthcbv ,dhrsnk vfzha ouencu ',utrv iuhxb hbpn uk ohsnug ov iht ,tz
ostv ,kgn rehg hf /vz ihbgc u,ukar,v hbpn er garv ogkck vagbu ohtkp srh

 rpxc thcna hpfu 'uhbhg ,rhnac huk,vvvvnnnnkkkkaaaa    ,,,,rrrrttttpppp,,,,,t vxfu :k"zu (oa) i,arpc 
a"nf ',utrv ,bhjc ohbhgv ,rhnac ostv ka vausev rehg hf gush /.rtv ihg
vrhna lhrm ifk 'ohbhgc tuv vausev 'ohbhgc thv vasev vht (tf 'jk ,hatrc)

/k"fg /"gsubf v"h oac odupa k"r '(/dc"c) ezhv vhna vhtr ezhv hf 'stn vkugn
'hutrf u,cajnu uhbhg kg rnua osta z"f hf ,uyrpc t"utf kmt tuv vz rcsu     
kfc ujhkmvk ung wv zt 'wofhbhg hrjtu ofcck hrjt uru,, tkuw huuhmv ,t ohhenu
vru,v kf ohhen tuva ,urnk 'ohbhgv ,rvy kg rnua ubht vkhkj ot lt /uhagn
vtrh tku ause lhbjn vhvuw :(uy 'df ohrcs) cu,fa unfu 'ubnn ek,xn wv ',uumnvu
/ubhrjtn ca kufhcf v"cev vausev hrsd ,mhrp h"ga /wlhrjtn cau rcs ,urg lc

w rpxc tcunfu 'vz rcsc vhuk, vsh,gv vkutdv od ifku     aaaassssuuuueeeevvvv    ,,,,rrrrvvvvyyyyrntn) w
'"iuhm wv cuac utrh ihgc ihg hf" (j 'cb vhgah) euxpv kg tcun (u erp ohbhg ,rhna
rnua ubhta hn kct 'iuhmk wv cuahaf ,utrk vfzh uhbhg ,t rnua ostv ot era
eukhxk orudu lphvv orud tuv uhagn omgc hrv hf 'vc vfzh tk 'k"jr uhbhg ,t
rpfk tcmv hra uaec ihsn ,njkn rjta ubt ohtur ifku /ikmhk tbnjr vbhfav
hsf vhv z"fa oa hwwarpanfu 'vnjknv hsh kg vc ukafba tyj hruvrvn oapb kg
ovhkga ubhcv z"fg 'vagn oua uag tka ;tu /ihsn ,ubc ka ckv ruvrv kg rpfk

/vcajnv smn odp itf vhv ouen kfn 'vagnc usrn tka ;t hf 'vrpf thcvk

gucav ,uharp h"pg ursxb ,urrug,v hrcsu ohhj hjek
ana ,hc e"ec ohrahn shdn t"yhka krgp ouka crv ,tn

ung uhekt wv ktrahc kng vtr tku ceghc iut yhcv tk
 uc lkn ,gur,u(tf-df)wceghc iut yhcv tkw cu,fv ,buuf - 

    t tk" 'h"ar arh    yyyyhhhhccccvvvvuhrcs kg ihrcug ivafa 'ceghca iut 'v"cev -
 ovhrjt esesn ubhtiiiibbbbuuuucccc,,,,vvvvkkkkovka (ohnfj h,pa) wiut iuakw - ,uhbutc 

/(,ubbuc,v og vhhtr kt thv wvycvw ,buufa) 'u,s kg ohrcug ova 'ikngcu
hbpk kng thv vrhcgva hpk 'wyhc, xgfu kngv ,t hfw unf 'vrhcg iuak-kng
,gur,u /ifu,n zz ubht 'uhbpk ohrnnu ohxhgfn ukhpt - ung uheukt wv /"ouenv
ifu 'wuvgrnk vb,huw 'wsus cvut - wsus vgrw unf ',ughru vchj iuak - uc lkn

/(occjnu 'ovka ghrv tuva hbpn) wiuvhbhc iuvfkn ,bhfauw xukebut odrh,
 ;hxuvu      oooo""""ccccaaaarrrrvvvvivaf ukhpt iabugk vmur ubht - ceghc iut yhcv tk" '

ubhta iuhf) 'yhcvk vmur ubht-yhcv tk /wibuc,h tku iut trhuw ch,fsf 'ihtyuj
urifua hrva 'uc lkn wggur,vk ohghr ahtw unf ',ughr - ,gur,u /(oahbgvk vm

w ukhtu /"o,ut ccjnu ovhbhchhhhhhhhjjjjcccc    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrrlrs kg - ceghc iut yhcv tk" 'rthc w
lrc,h wv hrcs hrva 'vcuyv ovc ohhe,, tk if ukhta 'iut ovc iht 'yapv
'ovng vbhfav 'ung uheukt wv 'kngu iut ovc ihta hbpnu 'ov htb, kg okuf
dvbn if hf 'uge,h vgur, ovhgxn kfc ktrah vbjnc hf 'wuc lkn ,gur,uw

 c,f z"sgu) '",ufknv ,ukhhjhhhhbbbbuuuueeeezzzzjjjjwwwwvvvvtsv 'ktrah vbjnc - uc lkn ,gur,u" 'w
/("wofchutn o,gaubu ofheukt wv hbpk o,rfzbu ,urmumjc o,ugrvuw ch,fs tuv

 f"fu     rrrruuuuaaaa    rrrruuuuffffcccc    ;;;;xxxxuuuuhhhh    hhhhccccrrrrv"cev ruzjh vnk 'rnukf - ceghc iut yhcv tk" '
vkugp-) kng uc vtr tk odu 'ceghc iut oua v"cev yhcv tk tkv 'ofrckn
'ovk grvk vcuyv in ojb,n v"cev vhv zt 'iutu kng ovc vhv ot kct '(vgr
vgrk vcuyn ojb,n v"ceva '(y"h oa uhrcsc wg) vkgnk h,arhpa unf
kct 'vcuyk vgrn ut vgrk vcuyn uhbpk lpv,n ostaf 'vcuyk vgrnu
kng ovc ihta hpku 'u,frc ovk lupvha 'iutu kng v,g vtr tk ktrahc

/"uc lkn wvchju ,ughr iuakw-,gur,u ung uheukt wv 'iutu
      okutxxxx"""",,,,jjjjvvvvhf wp - vbchat tku lrcu h,jek lrc vbv" wp (vru,v kg) 

tku 'ohhudk thcb hpn ktrah ufrc,ha v"cev vmra '(wf c"f oa) i"cnrv c,f
 f"an p"g 'k"hu 'vzc ,kgu,v vn h,bcvnnnn""""jjjjkkkkvvvvoac (s"v vru,v hsuxh wkvn h"p) 

rnuta vnn ubhhv 'vcuy vshnn rzuj v"cev ihts tvs '(wj c"k ,hatrc) o"trv
rnta vn kf vbvu 'uc rzuj rhpa unmgc ostk rnuta vnn kct 'thcb h"g ostk
vbhfawa iuhf 'unmgc ovk rnutf ochajvk ah 'ktrahk ohsughh vank v"cev
kfuh tka hsf 'ohhudk thcb h"g ovhkt rnthvk ujrfuv f"gu wuburd lu,n ,rcsn
lrcuw tkhnnu 'thcb hbtu 'wh,jek lrc vbvw ogkc rnta uvzu 'ovn uc ruzjk wv
h"g ovk vruntv vcuyvn uc ruzjk kufh ubht hf 'utyjh ot ukhpt wvbchat tku
iut oua kg yhcvk uk rapt hta 'ubhhv 'wudu ceghc iut yhcv tkw uvzu 'thcb

/"rtc,bfu 'thcb h"g ofrca iuhf 'ovk vruntv vcuyvn uc ruzjku 'uagha

R’ Shimshon of Ostrava ZT”L would say:

     “‘I cannot transgress the word of Hashem my G-d, to do anything small or great.’ How could the wicked Bilaam evoke

two sacred Names, Hashem and Elokim? The answer is that ‘Hashem’ (e-h) is a Name which designates mercy, while

‘Elokim’  designates strict justice. Likewise, we-u-e-hw is a Name designating ‘justice of justice,’ while wwhektw  is a Name

designating mercy. Thus, Bilaam said: ‘I cannot transgress the word of Hashem my G-d, to do anything small or great’ - a

small thing, meaning to reduce we-u-e-hw to the letters e-w and to transform it from mercy to justice; or a great thing, meaning

to magnify the Name whektw and transform it into wohektw, which would signify changing it from mercy to justice.”

(3) uy:de:d vnka ,jbn 'sb:s c"n (2) c:vg vrurc vban (1)
(6) :cg ,ucu,f (5) /cp tne tcc (4) [dn ;s] wu aurs wt ekj
cxe wg t"j uars, ubfak (8) c:vg 'sb:s (7) /jn tne tcc
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of horrible proportions and repercussions, the only person to

stand up and take action was Pinchos, the grandson of

Aharon Hakohen. Hashem deliberately withheld the correct

halacha from Moshe and the elders, so that Pinchos can take 

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"ause lhbjn vhvu" - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (9)

Upper Part of the Arm. The upper portion of a lady’s arm, is

an area of the body that is liable to arouse improper thoughts

when uncovered, and is deemed in halacha as ervah (1). This

includes the elbow itself (2). Thus, not only is a lady obligated to

keep it covered but a man is not permitted to say holy words

with it in his view. This has become a major problem for men

who are among gentile ladies (in a workplace for example) since

today’s standard of dress ignores this “must” of our standard of

Tznius. The obligation to keep this area covered takes special

effort on a lady’s part. The arm is a very active part of the body

which bends and stretches up and down, and her sleeve may be

pulled up by each move. Loose sleeves uncover even more. A

girl or lady must be careful that in all her arm movements, the

elbow and above must stay covered.  

Indoors. The obligation to keep ervah covered applies even

indoors and when no men are around. This is stated clearly in

Yaaros Dvash (3), where it explains how this is part of the

Takana of Ezra Hanavi mentioned in the Gemara (4).

Leniencies. Certain activities used to be very difficult for a lady

to do without uncovering the upper portion of her arm. In

necessary situations, she is permitted to uncover this area,

however, she must make sure that it is not in a place that men

will see her. Chazal tell us (5) that the old-fashioned way of of

spinning thread required women to uncover a part of her upper

action and claim his future reward. It is important to always

know how, when and what to say, but on occasion Hashem

does not want us to know. When that happens, we must

realize that this too, is all part of Hashem’s master plan! 

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

arm, which was permitted only in a manner and place where no

man would see her. The same thing applied to kneading dough

for bread so their clothes would not get filthy, as we find in the

Gemara (6). And since washing machines were not around in

those days, women used to roll up their sleeves a bit when

washing and scrubbing clothes on the scrubbing boards so that

there sleeves shouldn’t get wet (as many of the older readers

might remember). If some activity nowadays should necessitate

this, such as working with clay or painting in camps, it is

permitted but again - not in a way that men can see them.

Lower Part of the Arm. From the elbow and below is not

considered ervah according to most Poskim, including the

Mishna Berura (7). This area may be left uncovered and certainly

would not prohibit holy words being recited. Nevertheless, many

sections of Klal Yisroel and private families have, for extra

refinement, made it their custom to cover their arms down to the

wrist. It is quoted (8) from the mother of R’ Chaim Kanievsky

Shlit’a, that doing so is a big merit to have sons who are talmidei

chachamim. As explained last week, in a place where most girls

and ladies do this, it becomes an obligation for all to do so, at

least in public. Also, in such places, if it is left uncovered it is

more liable to arouse men and thus becomes an ervah,

prohibiting holy words even in her house. (NOTE: This last

detail in her house, which was written as an addition of the

writer last week, is actually stated in M.B. 75:10.)

Chacham Rabbeinu Yitzchok Abohav ZT”L (Menoras HaMaor) would say:

    “‘How can I curse if G-d has not cursed? How can I be angered if G-d is not angered?’ In Hebrew, the expression,

“I curse” is spelled wcetw. What do these letters conceal? The three letters that make up this word are the initials of

t 'ine 'ahscufr . In other words, the wicked Bilaam is saying, ‘How can I curse the Jewish people, for several times a

day they say Amen, Kadish, and Borchu?’ This is our strength and it allows us to remain constantly blessed.”   

A Wise Man would say:

    “Insanity is just what we call stupidity when it doesn’t seem to make sense!”                              

 



 ktrah lh,ubfan cegh lhkvt ucuy vn ////(v-sf)
     The above are the profound words of Bilaam at the remarkable sight of the encampment of the Jewish people. With these
words, we begin our daily prayers and will forever go down in history as the description of Tznius - modesty of Klal Yisroel.
    The word Tznius conjures up images of hemlines and necklines, or at best, a refined manner of behavior and speech.
Modesty, however, goes way beyond any of these, as we see from the words of Bilaam. Tznius is really a definition of the
“inner self.” It is the real ME, the person I am at my core - and it applies equally not only to women, but to men as well.
     The root of the word “I” or “Me” in Hebrew is "hbt". What does “Ani” mean? R’ Yechiel Yaakov Sohn Shlit’a explains
that just we form the conjunction "hbc" from the words "hka icv" - “my son,” we can say that the word "hbt" is a combination of
the words "hka itv". What is an "it"? It defines a destination, as in the word "itk" which means to where are you going? The real
“Ani” is the inner goals and aspirations of a person. The real ME is where I want to go! When a person’s desired destination is
to be close to Hashem, then that is who he really is and his level of modesty will reflect that. Small people can have GIANT
aspirations that can lead them to greatness. "cegh lhkvt ucuy vn" - the simple "kvt" of Yaakov, which symbolizes the Jewish home
of every individual “Yankele” can result in a "ktrah ifan" - a dwelling place for the Shechina, as an example for all of Israel.
     The innate privacy, humility and modesty of the Jewish people, was, and will always be, our true source of blessing. May
we look into our inner selves and aim our “destination” to create our homes and ourselves to truly be Hashem’s sanctuaries. 

,hbhsnv uhjt kt crehu tc ktrah hbcn aht vbvu wudu sgun kvt j,p ohfc vnvu h"bc ,sg kf hbhgku van hbhgk (u-vf)

OO OO
nn nn

bb bb
ee ee hh hh

aa aa ll ll
ff ff oo oo

ff ff
tt tt hh hh

oo oo uu uu
ss ss aa aa

nn nn dd dd
ss ss

oo oo
ff ff SS SS

hh hh oo oo
mm mm
ee ee rr rr

SS SS
hh hh aa aa

bb bb
bb bb
oo oo ss ss

JJ JJ ee ee
ww ww ss ss

-- -- ww ww
ww ww ww ww

.. .. cc cc
hh hh ii ii

cc cc kk kk
ee ee nn nn

ss ss ff ff
oo oo rr rr

ss ss hh hh
aa aa bb bb

bb bb
oo oo ss ss

.. .. cc cc
oo oo mm mm

-- -- TT TT
hh hh ee ee

cc cc hh hh
aa aa rr rr

ii ii tt tt yy yy
tt tt hh hh

aa aa tt tt
ss ss ii ii

mm mm
pp pp
ll ll yy yy

ff ff ee ee
ee ee dd dd

ss ss
&& &&

cc cc ll ll
oo oo tt tt

hh hh ee ee
ss ss

SS SS
hh hh oo oo

mm mm
ee ee rr rr

SS SS
hh hh aa aa

bb bb
bb bb
oo oo ss ss

JJ JJ ee ee
ww ww
ss ss

ii ii nn nn
EE EE rr rr

ee ee tt tt
zz zz

YY YY ii ii
ss ss rr rr

oo oo ee ee
ll ll ww ww

ii ii tt tt hh hh
zz zz ee ee

rr rr oo oo
oo oo vv vv

ee ee rr rr
hh hh ee ee

aa aa dd dd

 wudu sucfn wv lgbn vbvu lscft scf h,rnt(th-sf)
     On one of his visits to the United States of behalf of his struggling yeshivah, R’ Natan Chayim Einfeld Shlit’a, Rosh

Yeshivah of Be’er Sheva Yeshivah, came to Brooklyn, New York, to meet potential supporters and donors. Aside from
being an acomplished Talmid Chacham, R’ Natan also enjoyed visiting and observing Gedolei Yisroel and major Torah

personalities in order to learn from them and talk to them in learning. Upon his arrival in New York, R’ Natan telephoned

R’ Yitzchok Hutner ZT”L, the renowned Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, hoping to come to his house
and spend some time with him. After a number of rings, someone answered the telephone and R’ Einfeld told him, “I am
from the Yeshivah of Be’er Sheva. I am in America for a short while and I wish to visit Maran Rosh HaYeshivah.”
     The voice on the other line said, “You needn’t bother to visit.” R’ Natan insisted that his intention was not to ask for
money, but simply to speak with the Rosh Yeshivah. The disheartening reply was repeated: “You needn’t bother to visit.”
     R’ Natan was disappointed over the lost opportunity to visit the great scholar and famous Rosh Yeshivah. Nevertheless,
he would have to forgo this anticipated joy and continue on his journey - doing what he came to do. 
     The next day, his Brooklyn hosts informed him that R’ Yitzchok Hutner had telephoned. Though amazed and excited at
the news, he had a job to do and was obliged to leave New York that day and continue on to Toronto. 
     When he arrived in Toronto, his new host excitedly passed on the message that the great Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Yitzchok
Hutner had called and was looking for him. R’ Natan’s astonishment grew. How did R’ Hutner find out his itinerary? How
did he even know his name at all? Why was he looking for him so anxiously? They were not acquainted and had never seen

each other. It was a mystery. But it would have to wait until he returned to New York, and then all would be explained. 
     A few days later, R’ Natan returned to Brooklyn and received another message: R’ Yitzchok Hutner, from Yeshivas

Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, had telephoned again and was anxiously trying to reach him. “You must call on him as soon as
possible,” he was told. “He desperately wants to see you.” 
     Well, R’ Natan delayed no longer and hurried to meet R’ Hutner - but not before phoning to confirm that the Rosh

Yeshivah was home. R’ Hutner took the telephone and exclaimed excitedly, “Certainly I am home! I’ve been waiting for
you for more than a week.” Indeed, R’ Hutner was so excited to see him that he opened the door himself when R’ Natan
arrived. He received his guest with tears and shook his hand mightily. “Welcome, HaRav Einfeld, Rosh Yeshivah of Be’er

Sheva! Boruch Hashem, you came to my home. You have no idea how much distress I’ve suffered over the past few days.
I wasn’t the one who told you not to come. There was a man here who spoke to you. When I heard what he said, I asked
him, ‘Why did you tell a talmid chacham like HaRav Einfeld not to visit?’” 
      R’ Natan apologized for the delay and explained that it had been impossible for him to visit right away. He asked how
R’ Hutner had found out his name and the addresses and telephone numbers of his hosts, both in New York and in Canada.
He listened in amazed shock as R’ Hutner told him of the “information hunt” he had organized trying to track him down.
He told him about the expensive telephone calls he had made (this was back in the 1970’s) to an acquaintance in Eretz

Yisroel to get details about him from the yeshivah in Be’er Sheva; how he’d told his acquaintance to call him back at his
expense, no matter what the cost, and the loss of sleep and pangs of conscience he had suffered. 
      “The Rosh Yeshivah went to such an extent?” was all the astonished R’ Natan could ask. 
     “A Jew wishes to visit me, and they tell him not to come? That’s bad enough. But when I am told that the person in
question is a Rosh Yeshivah, it hurt me all the more, because I know how important it is to run a yeshivah in Be’er Sheva.”
     After several hours of discussing Torah topics, R’ Hutner gave a worthy donation to the yeshivah. He said that he was
giving more than he normally did in atonement for the misunderstanding and the lack of kavod HaTorah that was
displayed.

       vru,p rugc ic ogkc kt ohftkn jkahu
 uk trek ung hbc .rt rvbv kg rat       (v-cf)

        “Whoever has the following three traits is a disciple of

Avraham Avinu and whoever has three different traits is a

disciple of the wicked Bilaam. Those who have a good eye, a

humble spirit, and a meek soul are among the disciples of

Avraham. Those who have an evil eye, an arrogant spirit,

and a greedy soul are among the disciples of Bilaam.”

     In his commentary, Rabbeinu Yonah ZT”L questions the
wording of this mishnah. It would seem that the author could
have said simply: “Whoever has a good eye, is a disciple of

Avraham. Whoever has a bad eye, is a disciple of the wicked

Bilaam.” The Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Yehudah
Zev Segal ZT”L, suggests that the mishna’s statement is
conveying a constant need for reflection (,ubbuc,v), for that is
the key to attaining Avraham’s traits. The mishnah is telling
us: Decide for yourself which path you wish to follow - that
of Avraham or of Bilaam. Being a disciple of Avraham
requires reflection, unlike the way of Bilaam who gave no
thought to satisfying the Divine will. Once a person realizes
the necessity for such reflection, he can learn the various
attributes needed to be counted among Avraham’s disciples. 
     In explaining Bilaam’s trait of "vcjr apb" (greedy soul),
Rashi in Avos cites Bilaam’s words to Balak’s original
emissaries: “Even if Balak will give me his house full of

silver and gold, I cannot transgress the word of Hashem.” It
has been noted that Bilaam could have said, “If Balak will

give me all the money in the world,” (as in Avos 6:9). His
choice of words indicates that his desire for enormous sums
of money was not rooted purely in a craving for wealth.
Bilaam’s arrogance caused him to lust after the wealth of
others, so that his rise in stature would be coupled with their
fall. Thus, Bilaam epitomized selfishness and lack of regard
for his fellow man. Through proper reflection, one learns a
way of life that gains him the status of a disciple of Avraham

Avinu. May we merit to achieve that lofty status.

       EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
  ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

uvkghu ogkc ,t ekc jehu recc hvhu        
 kgc ,unc      wudu ogv vme oan trhu (tn-cf)

    First, Balak led Bilaam up to "kgc ,unc" (High Places of
Baal). Then, he took him to "ohpum vsa" (Field of Seers) and
when his aims were thwarted there as well, he made one
more attempt on "rugpv atr" (Peak of Peor). R’ Shamshon
R. Hirsch ZT”L compares the names of the three locations
and utterances Balak was forced to hear at each location in
reply to his request. “Baal” appears as the most worshipped
Canaanite deity, the supreme “force of nature” that influenced
physical growth and material prosperity. In Balak's view, the
first prerequisite for a nation’s survival was that it must have
the favor of “Baal” - the natural force that could decide over
growth and decay. By taking Bilaam to the high places of
Baal, he posed to him the question: Where does the Jewish
nation stand in the favor of the divine power that can grant or
withhold material prosperity? Bilaam answered this question
in the negative because the forces of idol-deity is not in any
manner a precondition for the survival of the Jewish nation. 
     “Field of Seers” refers to the intelligence of a nation,who
maintain an intellectual elite to gaze into the future as “seers
and watchmen,” to predict the future and control and shape
events to come. By taking Bilaam to this location, Balak
posed to him the question: Does this nation have intellectual
gifts that can decide and control the fate of nations by
insight, prudence, foresight and magic powers? Bilaam’s
response was "ceghc ajb tk hf" - Yaakov/Yisroel do not need
the paltry devices of divination and magic, for they receive
the clear word of G-d without even having to ask for it.
     “Peak of Peor” - Peor denotes a cult that presents the
most bestial aspects of human physicality to the gods as an
act of worship. Here, Balak put to Bilaam the question: What
is the attitude of this nation towards modesty and morality?
To this Bilaam uttered, "cegh lhkvt ucuy vn" - the morality of
this nation in all areas of modesty and family life is what
allows them to derive their triumphant strength and
invincibility against every foe they face from without!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

kan: There were once two yungerleit learning in the Mir

Yeshivah in Poland. Both were fully proficient in Shas (the

entire Gemara). One was R’ Chaim Kreiswerth ZT”L,

future Rav of Antwerp, and the other was R’ Yaakov

Yitzchok Ruderman ZT”L, future Rosh Yeshivah of Ner

Yisroel in Baltimore. These two yungerleit came to the Mir

Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Eliezer Yehuda Finkel ZT”L, known

by his diminutive, R’ Lazer Yudel. They wanted to ask him

a question. They were bothered by an apparent

contradiction between one Gemara and another.

     Upon hearing the question, R’ Lazer Yudel shook his

head definitively. “There is no such Gemara,” he said. 

     The two yungerleit checked in one, two, three Gemaras

and they could not find what they were looking for. 

     Finally, when it was clear that they had been wrong, R’

Chaim Kreiswerth turned to R’ Ruderman and said, “Do you

know the difference between the Rosh Yeshivah and us? We

think we know what it says in the Gemara. The Rosh

Yeshivah even knows what it doesn’t say in the Gemara!”

kanb: When the prince of Shevet Shimon engaged in a sin

 


