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of horrible proportions and repercussions, the only person to
stand up and take action was Pinchos, the grandson of
Aharon Hakohen. Hashem deliberately withheld the correct
halacha from Moshe and the elders, so that Pinchos can take

A SERICS IN HALACHA

action and claim his future reward. It is important to always
know how, when and what to say, but on occasion Hashem
does not want us to know. When that happens, we must
realize that this too, is all part of Hashem’s master plan!
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"wY1p TInn Y - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (9)
Upper Part of the Arm. The upper portion of a lady’s arm, is
an area of the body that is liable to arouse improper thoughts
when uncovered, and is deemed in halacha as ervah (1). This
includes the elbow itself (2). Thus, not only is a lady obligated to
keep it covered but a man is not permitted to say holy words
with it in his view. This has become a major problem for men
who are among gentile ladies (in a workplace for example) since
today’s standard of dress ignores this “must” of our standard of
Tznius. The obligation to keep this area covered takes special
effort on a lady’s part. The arm is a very active part of the body
which bends and stretches up and down, and her sleeve may be
pulled up by each move. Loose sleeves uncover even more. A
girl or lady must be careful that in all her arm movements, the
elbow and above must stay covered.

Indoors. The obligation to keep ervah covered applies even
indoors and when no men are around. This is stated clearly in
Yaaros Dvash 3), where it explains how this is part of the

Takana of Ezra Hanavi mentioned in the Gemara .
Leniencies. Certain activities used to be very difficult for a lady
to do without uncovering the upper portion of her arm. In
necessary situations, she is permitted to uncover this area,
however, she must make sure that it is not in a place that men
will see her. Chazal tell us ) that the old-fashioned way of of
spinning thread required women to uncover a part of her upper

R’ Shimshon of Ostrava ZT”’L would say:

arm, which was permitted only in a manner and place where no
man would see her. The same thing applied to kneading dough
for bread so their clothes would not get filthy, as we find in the
Gemara ). And since washing machines were not around in
those days, women used to roll up their sleeves a bit when
washing and scrubbing clothes on the scrubbing boards so that
there sleeves shouldn’t get wet (as many of the older readers
might remember). If some activity nowadays should necessitate
this, such as working with clay or painting in camps, it is
permitted but again - not in a way that men can see them.

Lower Part of the Arm. From the elbow and below is not
considered ervah according to most Poskim, including the
Mishna Berura (). This area may be left uncovered and certainly
would not prohibit holy words being recited. Nevertheless, many
sections of Klal Yisroel and private families have, for extra
refinement, made it their custom to cover their arms down to the
wrist. It is quoted ®) from the mother of R’ Chaim Kanievsky
Shlit’a, that doing so is a big merit to have sons who are talmidei
chachamim. As explained last week, in a place where most girls
and ladies do this, it becomes an obligation for all to do so, at
least in public. Also, in such places, if it is left uncovered it is
more liable to arouse men and thus becomes an ervah,
prohibiting holy words even in her house. (NOTE: This last
detail in her house, which was written as an addition of the
writer last week, is actually stated in M.B. 75:10.)
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“‘I cannot transgress the word of Hashem my G-d, to do anything small or great.” How could the wicked Bilaam evoke

two sacred Names, Hashem and Elokim? The answer is that ‘Hashem’ (p-)) is a Name which designates mercy, while
‘Elokim’ designates strict justice. Likewise, 'p-)-p-' is a Name designating ‘justice of justice,” while 5N is a Name
designating mercy. Thus, Bilaam said: ‘I cannot transgress the word of Hashem my G-d, to do anything small or great’ - a
small thing, meaning to reduce 'P-)-p->' to the letters - and to transform it from mercy to justice; or a great thing, meaning
to magnify the Name "p5N' and transform it into '©p5N, which would signify changing it from mercy to justice.”

Chacham Rabbeinu Yitzchok Abohav ZT”L (Menoras HaMaor) would say:

“‘How can I curse if G-d has not cursed? How can I be angered if G-d is not angered?’ In Hebrew, the expression,
“I curse” is spelled "apN'. What do these letters conceal? The three letters that make up this word are the initials of
Y73 ,vw TP N, In other words, the wicked Bilaam is saying, ‘How can I curse the Jewish people, for several times a
day they say Amen, Kadish, and Borchu?’ This is our strength and it allows us to remain constantly blessed.”

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Eli
Ebstein on the Aufruf and
upcoming Marriage of
their son Avrumi to Pepi
Hoffman. May the young
couple build a Bayis
Ne’eman B’yisroel.

A Wise Man would say:
“Insanity is just what we call stupidity when it doesn’t seem to make sense!”
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On one of his visits to the United States of behalf of his struggling yeshivah, R’ Natan Chayim Einfeld Shlit’a, Rosh
Yeshivah of Be’er Sheva Yeshivah, came to Brooklyn, New York, to meet potential supporters and donors. Aside from
being an acomplished Talmid Chacham, R’ Natan also enjoyed visiting and observing Gedolei Yisroel and major Torah
personalities in order to learn from them and talk to them in learning. Upon his arrival in New York, R’ Natan telephoned
R’ Yitzchok Hutner ZT”’L, the renowned Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, hoping to come to his house
and spend some time with him. After a number of rings, someone answered the telephone and R’ Einfeld told him, “T am
from the Yeshivah of Be’er Sheva. 1 am in America for a short while and I wish to visit Maran Rosh HaYeshivah.”

The voice on the other line said, “You needn’t bother to visit.” R’ Natan insisted that his intention was not to ask for
money, but simply to speak with the Rosh Yeshivah. The disheartening reply was repeated: “You needn’t bother to visit.”

R’ Natan was disappointed over the lost opportunity to visit the great scholar and famous Rosh Yeshivah. Nevertheless,
he would have to forgo this anticipated joy and continue on his journey - doing what he came to do.

The next day, his Brooklyn hosts informed him that R’ Yitzchok Hutner had telephoned. Though amazed and excited at
the news, he had a job to do and was obliged to leave New York that day and continue on to Toronto.

When he arrived in Toronto, his new host excitedly passed on the message that the great Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Yitzchok
Hutner had called and was looking for him. R’ Natan’s astonishment grew. How did R’ Hutner find out his itinerary? How
did he even know his name at all? Why was he looking for him so anxiously? They were not acquainted and had never seen
each other. It was a mystery. But it would have to wait until he returned to New York, and then all would be explained.

A few days later, R’ Natan returned to Brooklyn and received another message: R’ Yitzchok Hutner, from Yeshivas
Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, had telephoned again and was anxiously trying to reach him. “You must call on him as soon as
possible,” he was told. “He desperately wants to see you.”

Well, R’ Natan delayed no longer and hurried to meet R’ Hutner - but not before phoning to confirm that the Rosh
Yeshivah was home. R’ Hutner took the telephone and exclaimed excitedly, “Certainly I am home! I’ve been waiting for
you for more than a week.” Indeed, R’ Hutner was so excited to see him that he opened the door himself when R’ Natan
arrived. He received his guest with tears and shook his hand mightily. “Welcome, HaRav Einfeld, Rosh Yeshivah of Be’er
Sheva! Boruch Hashem, you came to my home. You have no idea how much distress I’ve suffered over the past few days.
I wasn’t the one who told you not to come. There was a man here who spoke to you. When I heard what he said, I asked
him, ‘Why did you tell a talmid chacham like HaRav Einfeld not to visit?*”

R’ Natan apologized for the delay and explained that it had been impossible for him to visit right away. He asked how
R’ Hutner had found out his name and the addresses and telephone numbers of his hosts, both in New York and in Canada.
He listened in amazed shock as R’ Hutner told him of the “information hunt” he had organized trying to track him down.
He told him about the expensive telephone calls he had made (this was back in the 1970’s) to an acquaintance in Eretz
Yisroel to get details about him from the yeshivah in Be’er Sheva; how he’d told his acquaintance to call him back at his
expense, no matter what the cost, and the loss of sleep and pangs of conscience he had suffered.

“The Rosh Yeshivah went to such an extent?”” was all the astonished R’ Natan could ask.

“A Jew wishes to visit me, and they tell him not to come? That’s bad enough. But when I am told that the person in
question is a Rosh Yeshivah, it hurt me all the more, because I know how important it is to run a yeshivah in Be’er Sheva.”

After several hours of discussing Torah topics, R’ Hutner gave a worthy donation to the yeshivah. He said that he was

giving more than he normally did in atonement for the misunderstandin%and the lack of kavod HaTorah that was

displayed.
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Swn: There were once two yungerleit learning in the Mir
Yeshivah in Poland. Both were fully proficient in Shas (the
entire Gemara). One was R’ Chaim Kreiswerth ZT”’L,
future Rav of Antwerp, and the other was R’ Yaakov
Yitzchok Ruderman ZT’L, future Rosh Yeshivah of Ner
Yisroel in Baltimore. These two yungerleit came to the Mir
Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Eliezer Yehuda Finkel ZT”’L, known
by his diminutive, R’ Lazer Yudel. They wanted to ask him
a question. They were bothered by an apparent
contradiction between one Gemara and another.

Upon hearing the question, R’ Lazer Yudel shook his
head definitively. “There is no such Gemara,” he said.

The two yungerleit checked in one, two, three Gemaras
and they could not find what they were looking for.

Finally, when it was clear that they had been wrong, R’
Chaim Kreiswerth turned to R” Ruderman and said, “Do you
know the difference between the Rosh Yeshivah and us? We
think we know what it says in the Gemara. The Rosh
Yeshivah even knows what it doesn’t say in the Gemara!”
5'@79_3: When the prince of Shevet Shimon enggged in a sin
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“Whoever has the following three traits is a disciple of
Avraham Avinu and whoever has three different traits is a
disciple of the wicked Bilaam. Those who have a good eye, a
humble spirit, and a meek soul are among the disciples of
Avraham. Those who have an evil eye, an arrogant spirit,
and a greedy soul are among the disciples of Bilaam.”

In his commentary, Rabbeinu Yonah ZT"’L questions the
wording of this mishnah. It would seem that the author could
have said simply: “Whoever has a good eye, is a disciple of
Avraham. Whoever has a bad eye, is a disciple of the wicked
Bilaam.” The Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Yehudah
Zev Segal ZT”L, suggests that the mishna’s statement is
conveying a constant need for reflection (mmann), for that is
the key to attaining Avraham’s traits. The mishnah is telling
us: Decide for yourself which path you wish to follow - that
of Avraham or of Bilaam. Being a disciple of Avraham
requires reflection, unlike the way of Bilaam who gave no
thought to satisfying the Divine will. Once a person realizes
the necessity for such reflection, he can learn the various
attributes needed to be counted among Avraham’s disciples.

In explaining Bilaam’s trait of "nana way" (greedy soul),
Rashi in Avos cites Bilaam’s words to Balak’s original
emissaries: “Even if Balak will give me his house full of
silver and gold, I cannot transgress the word of Hashem.” It
has been noted that Bilaam could have said, “If Balak will
give me all the money in the world,” (as in Avos 6:9). His
choice of words indicates that his desire for enormous sums
of money was not rooted purely in a craving for wealth.
Bilaam’s arrogance caused him to lust after the wealth of
others, so that his rise in stature would be coupled with their
fall. Thus, Bilaam epitomized selfishness and lack of regard
for his fellow man. Through proper reflection, one learns a
way of life that gains him the status of a disciple of Avraham
Avinu. May we merit to achieve that lofty status.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEECKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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First, Balak led Bilaam up to ">ya mma" (High Places of
Baal). Then, he took him to "o 07" (Field of Seers) and
when his aims were thwarted there as well, he made one
more attempt on "nyon wXY" (Peak of Peor). R Shamshon
R. Hirsch ZT”’L compares the names of the three locations
and utterances Balak was forced to hear at each location in
reply to his request. “Baal” appears as the most worshipped
Canaanite deity, the supreme “force of nature” that influenced
physical growth and material prosperity. In Balak's view, the
first prerequisite for a nation’s survival was that it must have
the favor of “Baal” - the natural force that could decide over
growth and decay. By taking Bilaam to the high places of
Baal, he posed to him the question: Where does the Jewish
nation stand in the favor of the divine power that can grant or
withhold material prosperity? Bilaam answered this question
in the negative because the forces of idol-deity is not in any
manner a precondition for the survival of the Jewish nation.

“Field of Seers” refers to the intelligence of a nation,who
maintain an intellectual elite to gaze into the future as “seers
and watchmen,” to predict the future and control and shape
events to come. By taking Bilaam to this location, Balak
posed to him the question: Does this nation have intellectual
gifts that can decide and control the fate of nations by
insight, prudence, foresight and magic powers? Bilaam’s
response was "Ipy1 wn) X" - Yaakov/Yisroel do not need
the paltry devices of divination and magic, for they receive
the clear word of G-d without even having to ask for it.

“Peak of Peor” - Peor denotes a cult that presents the

most bestial aspects of human physicality to the gods as an
act of worship. Here, Balak put to Bilaam the question: What
is the attitude of this nation towards modesty and morality?
To this Bilaam uttered, "2y PONN 120 " - the morality of
this nation in all areas of modesty and family life is what
allows them to derive their triumphant strength and
invincibility against every foe they face from without!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SIHLOMO
(F-T13) e N TTIMISEND B TONN 12T

The above are the profound words of Bilaam at the remarkable sight of the encampment of the Jewish people. With these
words, we begin our daily prayers and will forever go down in history as the description of Tznius - modesty of Klal Yisroel.

The word Tznius conjures up images of hemlines and necklines, or at best, a refined manner of behavior and speech.
Modesty, however, goes way beyond any of these, as we see from the words of Bilaam. Tznius is really a definition of the
“inner self.” It is the real ME, the person I am at my core - and it applies equally not only to women, but to men as well.

The root of the word “I”” or “Me” in Hebrew is ™". What does “Ani” mean? R’ Yechiel Yaakov Sohn Shlit’a explains
that just we form the conjunction "12" from the words ">w yan" - “my son,” we can say that the word "X" is a combination of
the words 5w ~n0". What is an "WN"? It defines a destination, as in the word "yN>" which means to where are you going? The real
“Ani” is the inner goals and aspirations of a person. The real ME is where I want to go! When a person’s desired destination is
to be close to Hashem, then that is who he really is and his level of modesty will reflect that. Small people can have GIANT
aspirations that can lead them to greatness. "Ipy> PONN WL 7" - the simple ">nX" of Yaakov, which symbolizes the Jewish home
of every individual “Yankele” can result in a "o yown' - a dwelling place for the Shechina, as an example for all of Israel.

The innate privacy, humility and modesty of the Jewish people, was, and will always be, our true source of blessing. May
we look into our inner selves and aim our “destination” to create our homes and ourselves to truly be Hashem’s sanctuaries.




