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Shabbos Shuva Parshas Vayelech - October 8, 2016
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carried out and laining resumed with a heightened awe of
Hashem - and the Daas Sofer!

Swn3: Many people fast and are careful to avoid the five
prohibitions on Yom Kippur. They spend all day in shul and
they “klop al chet” with devotion. But at the same time, they

are not careful with their words, their thoughts, and who and
what their eyes focus on. On Yom Kippur, a Jew is akin to an
angel. He is dressed all in white and his innermost thoughts
should be just as clean. His Teshuvah must be complete - and
that means a purity on the inside as well as the outside.

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂwy?ga

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"wy1p ann i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (99)
Aseres Yimei Teshuva. There is a fefillah from the Arizal
quoted in Sefer Mishnas Chasidim (an early Kaballistic work)
() to say with the words: "15355Y DO 9902 YIND VIV WIN'.
The text of the tefillah reads as follows: %O N Pradn 89 %"
O O H52) OPN NNIW DY DN DD A0 %D NNV NN DN
"NOMI9N HY INONN INOVIPYT] SYHN THY MO 1A R

The bracketed Name of Hashem is not said; rather one just
looks at it without articulating the Name, as we mentioned last
week in the tefillah during Birchas Kohanim. This tefillah is
brought in many Nusach Sefard machzorim and siddurim. There
is somewhat of a discrepancy as to the exact time to say it. In the
source quoted above, it says that one should say this zefillah
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on purchasing the fish, that he went as high as five gold coins in
his bid to get it. When the minister heard that a simple tailor
outbid him for the fish, he called the man over and asked why it
was so important to buy this fish. The tailor answered, “And how
can I not buy it in order to eat it on this day (Erev Yom Kippur),
the day that the Holy One blessed be He commanded us to eat
and drink, and assured us (if we do so) of total forgiveness for all
of our sins?”” The minister was impressed, and complimented the
man on his action before sending him on his way. When the man
got home and opened up the fish, he found a diamond inside!
Based on this Medrash, some say @ that eating fish on Erev
Yom Kippur is a segulah for becoming wealthy. However, the
proof from the story is not clear, because that person spent a large
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Suvalker Rov, R’ Dovid Lifschutz zt”] (Tehila L’Dovid) would say:

while the Chazan is reciting those words of "m9n wWaN'. sum to get the fish, and therefore this story may not necessarily
However, in the machzorim and siddurim, it seems to indicate appply to one who buys it at a lower price.

that each individual should say the fefillah with his own personal Kedusha of Musaf on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.
recital of that line in "yoYn waN". During kedusha, when the Chazan intones the word "n--N" - it is
Yom Kippur. There is a story in the Medrash Raba @) whichis deemed an opportune time daven for parnassa (or good children
quoted in the Tur @), about a city in which there was only one or even wnpn ). Some machzorim include a special text to
fish to be had. One of the prominent ministers in the town sent say. It is brought down @) that in some congregations the chazan
out his servant with an order to purchase the fish and gave hima says that word in a long drawn-out nigun to enable the listeners
gold coin. However, there was a Jewish tailor who was so intent  to say the entire lengthy prayer.
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side of the Aron was so that if, at some later date, someone tries to falsify the words of the Torah, a ‘master copy’
would be available with which to rebut the falsifier. It is human nature that one who no longer wishes to observe the
Torah’s laws will not simply abandon them; he will create a new religion or a new philosophy which he will claim is
the Torah. Moshe was afraid that someone would take out a Sefer Torah and, for example, erase the words “Do not”
from the commandment “Do not murder” or “Do not steal.” As long as a master copy remains untouched, one or two
generations may stray, but their descendants will return. Once that Torah is tampered with, however, all is lost.”

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsh zt”’l (Chorev) would say:

“The Rambam states that the essence of Teshuvah is ‘Viduy’ (confession of sins). However, viduy is not simply a
confession of one’s sins to Hashem, but is also a confession of sins to ourselves. Hashem does not need an avowal from
us for He knows us well; we need this unreserved confession. Without personally facing our own ego, we can never truly
improve. Confession is difficult, for within each of us is an ‘advocate’ ready to justify and minimize our shortcomings
and veil our self-image. Thus, the first step is our personal confrontation with the sins we confess in the viduy.”

A Wise Man would say:
“What is Teshuvah? Repentance means you change your mind so deeply and thoroughly that it changes you!”
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In the town of Halberstadt, Germany, over one hundred years ago, lived the Gaon, R’ Binyamin Tzvi Auerbach zt”’l.
He grew up in France and served as a rabbi in Darmstadt for ten years after earning semicha as well as a PhD in
philosophy and Semitic languages. While living in Frankfurt, R* Auerbach wrote the sefer Bris Avraham in memory of his
father and also spent much of his time editing Sefer HaEshkol, written by the Ra’avad of Norvona in the 13th century.
Years later, when he became the Rav of Halberstadt, he published his work as a commentary named Nachal Eshkol.

R’ Auerbach was well respected by the Jewish community, as well as the local authorities, and was called upon time
and time again to intercede with various agencies in times of crisis. His dignified manner and ability to converse with the
gentiles on many differing topics, endeared the rabbi in their eyes. This came in handy on more than one occasion.

A Jewish child was kidnapped from his family and taken in by a nearby monastery. The priests and nuns did their best
to brainwash the child and uproot any semblance of Judaism, and to a large extent, they were successful. The child became
a practicing Christian, and studied diligently to understand the ways of the Church. However, the Jewish parents mounted
a herculean search and rescue effort and although it took a number of years, they finally tracked down their child.

Finding the child was the easy part. The monastery adamantly denied any involvement in a kidnapping scheme, and
objected vociferously to harboring a Jewish child against his will. Both sides hired legal representation, and the matter was
brought before a magistrate to determine the facts. First the parents tearfully pleaded their case, detailing how their little
boy was snatched away from his home and his family and how it took much time, effort and money to finally locate him
safe and sound - and Christian - in the folds of the Church. The convent, as represented by their glib attorney, denied
everything and accused the Jewish family of imagining the whole charade. The proceedings became quite messy.

The judge finally issued a ruling. “I sympathize with the plight of the parents but until they have proof, I cannot
remove the child from the monastery. However, I will allow them five minutes to spend alone with the little boy and if
they can convince him that he is their son, I will allow the boy to leave with them.”

The parents rushed to the home of R’ Auerbach and explained the situation. They asked for advice and what to say to
make the child remember them. R’ Auerbach told them that he wished to accompany them on their visit. At first, the
Church refused this request, but thanks to his good relations with the courts, his appeal was granted post-haste.

On the day of the fateful meeting, the parents together with R” Auerbach, the chief rabbi of Halberstadt, entered the
convent and were ushered into a small room where the boy was waiting for them. He was a Christian boy now, through
and through, and had very little interest in meeting with these Jews. He was only there because the court forced him to spend
five minutes with these people. The parents looked at the rabbi and he told them to be silent; he would do all the talking.

Suddenly, R* Auerbach removed his outer coat, revealing a snow, white kittel. He placed a white yarmulke on his head
and stood facing the boy. He opened up a machzor and in a voice full of yearning and devotion, he began to sing the words of
“Kol Nidrei.” The haunting melody filled the small room and his voice ranged forth, as the timeless tune, sung hundreds of
thousands - millions - of times over the course of millennia, seemed to hang in the air, suspending time. R’ Auerbach
continued to sing and did not stop until he had completed the entire paragraph. Three minutes had elapsed - two minutes left.

The boy was sitting upright in his chair, as he had been taught to do in the monastery. R’ Auerbach looked deeply into
his eyes and asked, “Do you want to come with us and merit the benefits of both this world and the next ..... or do you wish
to stay here in this monastery?” The boy’s face was a mask, but after hearing these words, his outer facade cracked.

He jumped out of his chair and ran into his mother’s arms. “Take me away from here! I cannot remain here one more

minute! I remember that tune from the synagogue and I wish to go back there and hear it again!” The boy sobbed and left

the convent with his parents.
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Swn: One year on Yom Kippur morning, a wealthy Jew
walked into the large central synagogue of Pressburg
wearing leather shoes. Torah and mitzvos meant nothing to
him and he considered his attendance once a year as a
laborious custom rather than a religious observance. He still
recognized the importance of an aliya, though, and was the
highest bidder when they were sold before Krias HaTorah.
As he was being called up to the Torah, the Rav, R’
Akiva Sofer zt”’l (Daas Sofer) sent the gabbai to instruct
him to take off his shoes. The man shrugged his shoulders
and continued walking to the bima. Again, the Rebbe sent

the gabbai, begging him not to desecrate the Torah’s
sanctity by saying the blessing while transgressing its
commandment on this holiest of days. Blatantly, the man
refused and he defiantly ascended the bima. R* Akiva’s face
darkened as the man’s blessing rang out loud and clear.

The entire shul watched the scene with bated breath. No
one said a word. However, retribution was swift to come. In
front of the whole shul, just as the man completed his
beracha, he turned deathly pale. His eyes rolled upward as
he grasped the sides of the bima for support and then
crumpled in a heap on the floor. Silence reigned as he was
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The Zohar Hakadosh says that tzaddikim have an ability to feel when their neshamos begin to leave them. In this parsha,
Moshe Rabbeinu wished to bid farewell and console Klal Yisroel over his impending death when he felt that the Ribono shel
Olam took away his wellspring of Torah and chochma (» no0). He gathered the Nation and announced that he has reached
the age of 120 and was preparing for death. The question is, why did Moshe say, “I cannot go and come” (X129 TRXD) - he
should have simply said that now is the time for him to die and give over the leadership of Klal Yisroel to Yehoshua bin Nun.
In order to explain his choice of words, we need to take a look back at the beginning of Moshe’s life. The posuk tells us:
(N-2) "PNR DN R WD ST - “Moshe grew up and went out to his brethren.” Rashi explains that when he saw the
suffering of Bnei Yisroel, he felt their pain and grieved with them. Moshe matured (57») to become an eved Hashem in the
area of Bein Adam L’chaveiro, an important first step in his role as manhig Yisroel. Soon after, we are told about Moshe’s
understanding of Bein Adam L’makom by the burning bush, as the posuk states: (X-3) "DPONN N IN NI - “And he came to the
mountain of G-d.” The first verb describing Moshe’s interpersonal relationship is "N¥" and the second verb describing his
relationship with Hashem is "N2»". It is clear that these two words describe the essence of Moshe Rabbeinu’s accomplished
life, which made him the ultimate manhig Yisrael who was ready to give his own life to protect Klal Yisrael and was able
to speak to Hashem face to face - "0)9 Y9N 0»9". Moshe Rabbeinu embodied and cherished these two attributes, so when he
felt that his life was ebbing away, he expressed himself by using the words that described his lifelong commitment to
avodas Hashem - "N22Y NN Ty 993 NO". Each and every yid should try to emulate Moshe Rabbeinu and his two middos
of "N12>Y INND" and thereby be zocheh to ©»Nn 1992 WANM - a year of Torah, chessed, nachas and hatzlacha.
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“Our Father, our King, inscribe us in the book of merits.”
We must understand; if we have earned the zechusim
(merits) then Hashem will definitely inscribe us without our
asking, and if we have not earned them, what do we want
Hashem to do? Add merits that we do not deserve?

R’ Matisyahu Salomon shlit’a answers in the name of
R’ Daniel Movshovitz zt”’l of Kelm, that when the new
year begins, Hashem not only determines how much a
person will earn but also how many opportunities a person
will have to perform a mitzvah and thereby build his share
in Olam Haba. Thus, we beg Hashem, “Inscribe us in the
book of merits - Give us opportunities to gain merits of
eternal value. We are ready and willing to do the job!”

This is akin to the famous Medrash (2:0 ¥"nw) which quotes

Rav Yasa who says, “Hashem tells Klal Yisroel, ‘Open up

for me an opening (of repentance) the size of an eye of a
needle, and I will open for you openings that even wagons
will be able to pass through.” We have to just make the
initial move towards repentance, and Hashem will help us go
further. The Alter of Novardok, R’ Yosef Yoizel Horowitz
zt”] asked on this Medrash: For ten days, we are consumed
with Teshuvah. Haven’t we opened up an opening at least the
size of a needle? It may not be huge but we’ve surely made a
hole! Why hasn’t Hashem responded with a bigger opening?
Says the Alter, there are different materials that holes can
be made in. If you make it in sand, it won’t last. If you make
it in metal, it will. The Medrash stresses “the size of an eye
of a needle,” to indicate that the opening has to be an
enduring and constant commitment, not just a temporary
spark of repentance. A needle is metallic and its hole is
lasting. If our Teshuvah will likewise be solid like a piece of
metal, then Hashem will see to it that the hole is enlarged.
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Teshuvah is a process. It means changing ourselves into a new creation. When one sins, it is not that he is the same

person he was before but he sinned. No. When a person sins he is a different person. Sin is like a virus (Aveiros?). Just as a
virus attacks the body in a physical sense, aveiros (sins) attack and damage the soul. If we would be able to see what we
look like spiritually before we sin and compare it to after we sin, we wouldn’t even recognize that we are the same person.

What exactly is the spiritual damage? We should imagine sins are like blankets. Some blankets are heavy and thick,
some are thin and light, but all blankets and covers do just that - they cover! So too, a sin covers up the neshama and causes
a barrier between us and Hashem. The goal of life is to get close to Hashem, so sins are the absolute worst things because
they distance us from Him. They do not allow us to feel His closeness and they desensitize us to real spirituality.

Yom Kippur is the day that the barriers are removed from our souls. This is accomplished through Teshuva, and reciting
viduy ten times on Yom Kippur. It is interesting that the word for "1912" (heretic), is the same letters as "193" (atonement).
The message for us is that even a heretic, someone who says that he doesn’t believe in G-d is really just someone who has
so many layers of blankets, of covers on his neshama that he doesn’t think he believes! But really every single Jew believes
in Hashem, we are "o»onn »1 oovnnn'! We all received the “Emunah Gene” from Avraham Avinu and when we feel
disconnected from Hashem, it is only on account of our sins! Yom Kippur is the day we become cleansed. Hashem atones
our sins and all the barriers between us fall so that our pure neshamos can shine. We must do ours! We must follow the four
“magic” steps to Teshuva and Hashem will allow us to truly feel His presence inside ourselves! G’'mar Chasima Tova!




