
rntk vzv ouhv omgc van kt wv rcshu - (jn-ck) ohna hshc kfv
     eomgc (dh 'z ,hatrc) jbc rntb 'vzv ouhv omgc rntb ,unuen vakac hwwarc

ot lfu lfc 'ohrnut urus hbc uhva hpk 'ouh ka urut ,htrnc 'wudu jb tc vzv ouhv
ihkhaf ihkyub ubt tkt 'sug tku 'vch,c xbfhk u,ut ihjhbn ubt iht 'uc ihahdrn ubt
kfu 'ouhv hmjc uxhbfn hbhrv tuv lurc ausev rnt /vch,v ,t ihgecnu ,unusreu
vzv ouhv omgc (tb 'ch ,una) rntb ohrmnc /vjnhu tch ,ujnk jf ushc aha hn
ohjhbn ubt iht 'ovc ihahdrn ubt ot lfu lfc 'ohrnut ohrmn uhva hpk 'wv thmuv
ausev rnt /ovc ihdruvu ihhz hkfu ,uphhx ihkyub ubt tkt sug tku ',tmk o,ut
itf ;t /vjnhu tch ,ujnk jf uc aha hn kfu 'ouhv hmjc ithmun hbhrv tuv lurc
ubt ot lfu lfc ohrnut ktrah uhva hpk 'vzv ouhv omgc rntb van ka u,,hnc
shruvu 'ohv ,t ubk greu 'ohrmnn ubthmuva ost 'u,ut ihjhbn ubt iht 'uc ihahdrn
ubt iht 'vru,v ,t ubk i,bu 'rtcv ,t ubk vkgvu 'uhkav ,t ubk zhdvu 'inv ,t ubk

 /kwwfg /wufu ouhv hmjc uxhbfn hbhrv tuv lurc ausev rnt /u,ut ihjhbn
'ohna hshc kfv hf 'itf znrk vru,v v,mr hf 'ubt ohshnk 'ukt hwwar hrcsn     
,uagkn w,h ush kg cfgk vhrc oua ,kufhc ihtu 'kkf ostv hshc vbht vkugp ouau
vkgh tk ',rjt vdvbvc uwwj umrh okugv hbc kf ot ;tu 'u,cajnc vkg rat ,t
ihntvk 'vbuntv hrehg dwwhn tuv vz rcsu 'kgp, vn lk rnth hn hf 'oshc rcsv

/ohagnv kfk vaghu vaugu vag usck tuvu ' ohturcv kfk dhvbn tuv vwwceva
kf hf ,gsk uhkgu 'uck ,uhnhbpc eung eung rhsjvk sjt kf chhj vz rcsu     
ihch 'uwwj ohnmnumn ov uh,ubuzna vturafu ',wwhav iumrc ot hf ohhuk, obht uhfrm
hucr rjt yuvk vhvh tku 'uhfrm kg aecku 'kkp,vk hutr w,h usck uk hf
,wwhav vmurafu ',wwhav iumrc tkt ohhuk, ohrcsv iht runtf hf ',uks,avv
gpav hucra ,wwhav vturafu 'ohhgcy ,uchxk euez tuv iht 'gpa ostk ghpavk
'w,h ubumr ,t ,ubak vnutnc ,uks,avv hucr khguh tk 'u,cuyk vbht ostv vzk
tuv vwwcev hf ',gsk uhkg kyun 'u,xbrp lrumk vaug osta ,uks,avv ygn odu
,wwhav iumr uvza rjtn 'uzu uz ,uks,av ,uagk ujunc iuhgrv vz ujunc xhbfva vz
ygn ,t vaga rjtna juyc vhvh vzc lt 'ohhgcy ,uchx hwwg u,xbrp kceha
vmur ,wwhav ot ;t hf ',ubks,a sugc ,ucrvk lhrm tuv iht cua ,uks,avv
ihgf thvu ',uks,avv ygn tuv vaug rcf hrv 'ohhgcy ,uchx lrs uhkg ghpavk

/,uks,av sugc lrum ihtu 'u,gpav kf ufrs lhanvk hgcy rubhm
u,xbrpu 'ukngc vfrc vtur ubht ot ;t hf ostv od gsh uz vbunt jufnu     
hrvu 'tuv lurc trucv iumrc huk, rcsvu rjtn hrva 'u,cuyk vz hrv ',nmnumn
vtur tuv ihta ;tu 'u,cuyk tuv kfva htsu if ot 'uwwj ,ugrv tm, tk w,h u,tn
lun,, rat thv vb,htv vbuntv ouen kfn 'vz hsh kg lanha cuyv ,t uhbhg sdbk
vchxv ,t vtur vhv ukhta tuv ihntn hf 'uwwj vruja vrnu ,ucmg hshk kuph kck uc
'uhhj hnhc ubuhxb uvza tkt 'vzn vmurn vhv htsu 'vcuyv kcek u,tn rmcb v,njna

/vff wv vag vnku vn kg gsuh tuv ihta ;t 'vbuntc ohrcsv kcek uhkga

wudu vag rat vgrv kf kg tuvv ouhc hbp rh,xt r,xv hfbtu
(zh-tk)whbp rh,xt r,xv hfubtuw ohkhnv ,buuf ruthc - 

k      c,cwwwwiiii""""rrrrvvvvuuuunnnn    hhhhyyyyuuuueeeehhhhkkkkwwww) cccckkkkxxxxrrrrccccnnnnhf v"s wd ,ut u"b inhx tne trusvn '
vr,xvc r,xb lrc,h oavafu ',ur,xv h,a ah"a '(wufu ,ur,xv h,a ah
',jt vr,xvc r,xb tuvaf 'if hp kg ;t lt 'utmnk stn vae if od ',jt
'ubnn r,xb ,"hava gsuha rjtn 'lrc,h u,ut tmnha sg ru,jku gdhk rapt
,r,xb vnmgc vr,xvva 'ubhhvs 'vr,xv lu, vr,xvc r,xb ,"havaf kct
tumnk kkf rapt ht hzt 'ubnn r,xb ,"hava kkf gsuh ubhta 'ubhhvs 'ubnn
'whbp rh,xt r,xv hfubtuw ,bhjc vzu ',"havn kkf gsuh ubhta rjtn 'u,ut
ubht htsuuc hztu 'r,xb ,"hava kkf ugsh tka 'vr,xvv ,t rh,xta 'ubhhvs
hf 'lrc,h u,ut aeck lhrma kkf gsuh ubhta rjtn 'lrc,h u,ut tumnk kufh

/k"bf ,r,xb vnmgc vr,xvv hf 'ubnn r,xb ,"hava kkf gsuh ubht
htsuuc 'vr,xv lu,ca vr,xvvc ukhptu ,ur,xvv kfc wpta ',ntc kct     
hf ',"hav ,uhj uc vhvh tka rcs oua iht htsuuc hf ',"hav acukn oa od
ohagnv kfcu ohrcsv kfca 'htsuuc f"gu 'kkf ouhe uk vhv tk u,uhj hsgkc
'vrhcg rcs ihaug u"j ot ukhptu 'kufhcf ,"hav oa acukn ',ucajnv kfcu
tuva lt ',"hav ,uhj oa ah htsuuc 'vz kf og ',"hav iumrf tka tuva
'ohrcsv kfca 'tmnbu 'rcs kf ka ,uhjv thv vru,vu 'kusd oumnmcu okgvc
od oa ah 'oukau xj vrhcg ka vagnu ruchs vcajnc ukhpt ',ucajnv kfcu

/,ur,xv ,bhjcc 'kusd oumnmcu okgvc tuva lt 'vru,v ,uack,v if
,urhcgv h"ga 'ubhhvs '(/z"p tnuh) k"zr a"nf 'wr,hvf uk vagb 'vbau rcgw hf     
ruxhtn vagba sg 'vru,c ohrjt ohpurhm vaugu 'ohhj ohekt hrcs lpvn tuv
,urhcgv lu,c ukhpta tmnbu 'wudu gr cuyku cuy grk ohrnutv huvw a"nfu 'r,hv
'ubhhvs 'okgvc tuva er 'vru,v ,uh,ut 'ubhhvs 'lrc,h oav ,uhj oa acukn

 vagba sg 'vru,v ka ohpurhmv lpv ',urhcgv ,njna'k"bf r,hv ruxhtn
vagba gsuh p"fga iuhf 'wufu ,jt vr,xv ,bhjc vzu 'wr,hvf uk vagb vbau rcgwa
uk vagbw ,bhjck ghdvu kpba vn ,t wufu uck kt chavk uk raptu 'wufu r,hvf uk

/r,hvf uk vagba vzn gsuh p"fga rjtn 'vzn tmha sg ru,jhu aechu 'wr,hvf
kfa tkt 'r,hvk ruxhtv ukmt lpvba kkf gsuh ubht od ot 'wufu okut     
rcga rjta ratf ,tzu 'oukau xj rund ruahnk uk ohnus ohgrv ohrcsv
vr,xvva 'vr,xv lu,ca vr,xv ,bhjc vz 'wufu u"j ,urhcg r,uh vaug vbau
',"hav acukn 'vr,xv lu,ca vr,xvc oda ',ntcu 'k"bf ,r,xb vnmgc
huchr hsh kga 'eru 'k"bf rcs ouak ,uhj iht uhsgkc hf 'vru,v ,uh,ut ubhhvs
wvru,v ,unfjwn ukmt lpvba sg 'hrndk ohhj oheukt hrcs lpv ,urhcgv

/"r,hvf uk vagba unmgc vz ,t ukhpt kkf gsuh ubhta sg 'w,uh,pwk
     ',ur,xvv ukd,h ',"hav oa ah ,ur,xvv lu,c ukhpta gsh ot 'kct" 'lhannu

/"cyunk ubrhzj,u u,ut jhfu, rat 'wufu (ohbufbv ohpurhmv ogu) wvru,w ,uhvk urzjhu

Suvalker Rov, R’ Dovid Lifschutz zt”l (Tehila L’Dovid) would say:

     “wsgk lc oa vhvu ofhekt wv ,hrc iurt smn u,t o,nau vzv vru,v rpx ,t jekw - The reason a Torah was placed at the

side of the Aron was so that if, at some later date, someone tries to falsify the words of the Torah, a ‘master copy’

would be available with which to rebut the falsifier. It is human nature that one who no longer wishes to observe the

Torah’s laws will not simply abandon them; he will create a new religion or a new philosophy which he will claim is

the Torah. Moshe was afraid that someone would take out a Sefer Torah and, for example, erase the words “Do not”

from the commandment “Do not murder” or “Do not steal.” As long as a master copy remains untouched, one or two

generations may stray, but their descendants will return. Once that Torah is tampered with, however, all is lost.”

(3) s:th vcr ,hatrc (2) wc erp vbav atr (1)
uye wg rag,,a khcac rpx (4) sr, j"ut ruy

rg:c ,udvbvu ,ucua, ,"ua ihhg (5)

   5:15 - w"yr dgpnd blt * 
    6:09 - zayl zexp zwlcd

    9:16 - ̀ "nd/rny z`ixw onf 
   9:52 - ̀ "xbd/rny z`ixw onf

`"xbdl/dlitz onf seq - 10:49
ycew zay dngd zriwy - 6:26

7:16 - miakekd z`v  w"yven      
            7:38 - mz epiaxl / k"d`v 
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Mazel Tov to Chani Blonder and Meir Aryeh Kushner
on their engagement, and to the entire extended

Blonder and Kushner families. May the young couple
build a Bayis Ne’eman B’Yisroel  zx`tzle myl

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk
carried out and laining resumed with a heightened awe of

Hashem - and the Daas Sofer!

lynp: Many people fast and are careful to avoid the five

prohibitions on Yom Kippur. They spend all day in shul and

they “klop al chet” with devotion. But at the same time, they

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"ause lhbjn vhvu" - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (99)
Aseres Yimei Teshuva. There is a tefillah from the Arizal

quoted in Sefer Mishnas Chasidim (an early Kaballistic work)
(1) to say with the words: "vkfkfu vxbrp rpxc ubc,f ubfkn ubhct".
The text of the tefillah reads as follows: hekt wv lhbpkn iumr hvh"
ouhu ouh kfcu ouhv hbjkua kg ohfunxv kfku h,hcku hk i,,a h,uct hektu

"vxbrpv kg vbunnv  [txubrehs]  kusdv lna ,ufzc sucfc h,ubuzn 

    The bracketed Name of Hashem is not said; rather one just

looks at it without articulating the Name, as we mentioned last

week in the tefillah during Birchas Kohanim. This tefillah is

brought in many Nusach Sefard machzorim and siddurim. There

is somewhat of a discrepancy as to the exact time to say it. In the

source quoted above, it says that one should say this tefillah

while the Chazan is reciting those words of "ubfkn ubhct".
However, in the machzorim and siddurim, it seems to indicate

that each individual should say the tefillah with his own personal

recital of that line in "ubfkn ubhct". 
Yom Kippur. There is a story in the Medrash Raba (2) which is

quoted in the Tur (3), about a city in which there was only one

fish to be had. One of the prominent ministers in the town sent

out his servant with an order to purchase the fish and gave him a

gold coin. However, there was a Jewish tailor who was so intent

are not careful with their words, their thoughts, and who and

what their eyes focus on. On Yom Kippur, a Jew is akin to an

angel. He is dressed all in white and his innermost thoughts

should be just as clean. His Teshuvah must be complete - and

that means a purity on the inside as well as the outside.  

`"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

on purchasing the fish, that he went as high as five gold coins in

his bid to get it. When the minister heard that a simple tailor

outbid him for the fish, he called the man over and asked why it

was so important to buy this fish. The tailor answered, “And how

can I not buy it in order to eat it on this day (Erev Yom Kippur),

the day that the Holy One blessed be He commanded us to eat

and drink, and assured us (if we do so) of total forgiveness for all

of our sins?” The minister was impressed, and complimented the

man on his action before sending him on his way. When the man

got home and opened up the fish, he found a diamond inside!

     Based on this Medrash, some say (4) that eating fish on Erev

Yom Kippur is a segulah for becoming wealthy. However, the

proof from the story is not clear, because that person spent a large

sum to get the fish, and therefore this story may not necessarily

appply to one who buys it at a lower price.

Kedusha of Musaf on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.

During kedusha, when the Chazan intones the word "v-h-t" - it is
deemed an opportune time daven for parnassa (or good children

or even asuev jur). Some machzorim include a special text to

say. It is brought down (4) that in some congregations the chazan

says that word in a long drawn-out nigun to enable the listeners

to say the entire lengthy prayer.

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsh zt”l (Chorev) would say:

     “The Rambam states that the essence of Teshuvah is ‘Viduy’ (confession of sins). However, viduy is not simply a

confession of one’s sins to Hashem, but is also a confession of sins to ourselves. Hashem does not need an avowal from

us for He knows us well; we need this unreserved confession. Without personally facing our own ego, we can never truly

improve. Confession is difficult, for within each of us is an ‘advocate’ ready to justify and minimize our shortcomings

and veil our self-image. Thus, the first step is our personal confrontation with the sins we confess in the viduy.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “What is Teshuvah? Repentance means you change your mind so deeply and thoroughly that it changes you!”         



    Teshuvah is a process. It means changing ourselves into a new creation. When one sins, it is not that he is the same
person he was before but he sinned. No. When a person sins he is a different person. Sin is like a virus (Aveiros?). Just as a
virus attacks the body in a physical sense, aveiros (sins) attack and damage the soul. If we would be able to see what we
look like spiritually before we sin and compare it to after we sin, we wouldn’t even recognize that we are the same person. 
     What exactly is the spiritual damage? We should imagine sins are like blankets. Some blankets are heavy and thick,
some are thin and light, but all blankets and covers do just that - they cover! So too, a sin covers up the neshama and causes
a barrier between us and Hashem. The goal of life is to get close to Hashem, so sins are the absolute worst things because
they distance us from Him. They do not allow us to feel His closeness and they desensitize us to real spirituality. 
     Yom Kippur is the day that the barriers are removed from our souls. This is accomplished through Teshuva, and reciting
viduy ten times on Yom Kippur. It is interesting that the word for "rpuf" (heretic), is the same letters as "rupf" (atonement).
The message for us is that even a heretic, someone who says that he doesn’t believe in G-d is really just someone who has
so many layers of blankets, of covers on his neshama that he doesn’t think he believes! But really every single Jew believes
in Hashem, we are "ohbhntn hbc ohbhntn"! We all received the “Emunah Gene” from Avraham Avinu and when we feel
disconnected from Hashem, it is only on account of our sins! Yom Kippur is the day we become cleansed. Hashem atones
our sins and all the barriers between us fall so that our pure neshamos can shine. We must do ours! We must follow the four
“magic” steps to Teshuva and Hashem will allow us to truly feel His presence inside ourselves! G’mar Chasima Tova! 
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    The Zohar Hakadosh says that tzaddikim have an ability to feel when their neshamos begin to leave them. In this parsha,
Moshe Rabbeinu wished to bid farewell and console Klal Yisroel over his impending death when he felt that the Ribono shel
Olam took away his wellspring of Torah and chochma (dh vyux). He gathered the Nation and announced that he has reached
the age of 120 and was preparing for death. The question is, why did Moshe say, “I cannot go and come” (tucku ,tmk) - he
should have simply said that now is the time for him to die and give over the leadership of Klal Yisroel to Yehoshua bin Nun. 
     In order to explain his choice of words, we need to take a look back at the beginning of Moshe’s life. The posuk tells us:
(th-c) "uhjt kt tmhu van ksdhu" - “Moshe grew up and went out to his brethren.” Rashi explains that when he saw the
suffering of Bnei Yisroel, he felt their pain and grieved with them. Moshe matured (ksdhu) to become an eved Hashem in the
area of Bein Adam L’chaveiro, an important first step in his role as manhig Yisroel. Soon after, we are told about Moshe’s
understanding of Bein Adam L’makom by the burning bush, as the posuk states: (t-d) "ohektv rv kt tchu" - “And he came to the
mountain of G-d.” The first verb describing Moshe’s interpersonal relationship is "tmhu" and the second verb describing his
relationship with Hashem is "tchu". It is clear that these two words describe the essence of Moshe Rabbeinu’s accomplished
life, which made him the ultimate manhig Yisrael who was ready to give his own life to protect Klal Yisrael and was able
to speak to Hashem face to face - "ohbp kt ohbp". Moshe Rabbeinu embodied and cherished these two attributes, so when he
felt that his life was ebbing away, he expressed himself by using the words that described his lifelong commitment to
avodas Hashem - "tucku ,tmk sug kfut tk". Each and every yid should try to emulate Moshe Rabbeinu and his two middos
of "tucku ,tmk" and thereby be zocheh to ohhjv rpxc ubn,ju - a year of Torah, chessed, nachas and hatzlacha.

 //// wv kt ucuau ohrcs ofng uje(vcua ,cak vrypv)

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

wufu urmh ,t h,gsh hf ugrz hpn jfa, tk hf sgk uhbpk ,tzv vrhav v,bgu(tf-tk) 
     In the town of Halberstadt, Germany, over one hundred years ago, lived the Gaon, R’ Binyamin Tzvi Auerbach zt”l.
He grew up in France and served as a rabbi in Darmstadt for ten years after earning semicha as well as a PhD in
philosophy and Semitic languages. While living in Frankfurt, R’ Auerbach wrote the sefer Bris Avraham in memory of his
father and also spent much of his time editing Sefer HaEshkol, written by the Ra’avad of Norvona in the 13th century.
Years later, when he became the Rav of Halberstadt, he published his work as a commentary named Nachal Eshkol.
     R’ Auerbach was well respected by the Jewish community, as well as the local authorities, and was called upon time
and time again to intercede with various agencies in times of crisis. His dignified manner and ability to converse with the
gentiles on many differing topics, endeared the rabbi in their eyes. This came in handy on more than one occasion.
      A Jewish child was kidnapped from his family and taken in by a nearby monastery. The priests and nuns did their best
to brainwash the child and uproot any semblance of Judaism, and to a large extent, they were successful. The child became
a practicing Christian, and studied diligently to understand the ways of the Church. However, the Jewish parents mounted
a herculean search and rescue effort and although it took a number of years, they finally tracked down their child. 
     Finding the child was the easy part. The monastery adamantly denied any involvement in a kidnapping scheme, and
objected vociferously to harboring a Jewish child against his will. Both sides hired legal representation, and the matter was
brought before a magistrate to determine the facts. First the parents tearfully pleaded their case, detailing how their little
boy was snatched away from his home and his family and how it took much time, effort and money to finally locate him
safe and sound - and Christian - in the folds of the Church. The convent, as represented by their glib attorney, denied
everything and accused the Jewish family of imagining the whole charade. The proceedings became quite messy.
      The judge finally issued a ruling. “I sympathize with the plight of the parents but until they have proof, I cannot
remove the child from the monastery. However, I will allow them five minutes to spend alone with the little boy and if
they can convince him that he is their son, I will allow the boy to leave with them.”
    The parents rushed to the home of R’ Auerbach and explained the situation. They asked for advice and what to say to
make the child remember them. R’ Auerbach told them that he wished to accompany them on their visit. At first, the
Church refused this request, but thanks to his good relations with the courts, his appeal was granted post-haste.
    On the day of the fateful meeting, the parents together with R’ Auerbach, the chief rabbi of Halberstadt, entered the
convent and were ushered into a small room where the boy was waiting for them. He was a Christian boy now, through
and through, and had very little interest in meeting with these Jews. He was only there because the court forced him to spend
five minutes with these people. The parents looked at the rabbi and he told them to be silent; he would do all the talking. 
      Suddenly, R’ Auerbach removed his outer coat, revealing a snow, white kittel. He placed a white yarmulke on his head
and stood facing the boy. He opened up a machzor and in a voice full of yearning and devotion, he began to sing the words of
“Kol Nidrei.” The haunting melody filled the small room and his voice ranged forth, as the timeless tune, sung hundreds of
thousands - millions - of times over the course of millennia, seemed to hang in the air, suspending time. R’ Auerbach
continued to sing and did not stop until he had completed the entire paragraph. Three minutes had elapsed - two minutes left.
     The boy was sitting upright in his chair, as he had been taught to do in the monastery. R’ Auerbach looked deeply into
his eyes and asked, “Do you want to come with us and merit the benefits of both this world and the next ..... or do you wish
to stay here in this monastery?” The boy’s face was a mask, but after hearing these words, his outer facade cracked.
     He jumped out of his chair and ran into his mother’s arms. “Take me away from here! I cannot remain here one more
minute! I remember that tune from the synagogue and I wish to go back there and hear it again!” The boy sobbed and left
the convent with his parents.                                                                                                                                                              
     

    hfbt vba ohragu vtn ic ovkt rnthu
 wufu tucku ,tmk sug kfut tk ouhv   (c-tk)

//// ,uhufz rpxc ubc,f ubfkn ubhct (ubfkn ubhct rsx)
    “Our Father, our King, inscribe us in the book of merits.”
We must understand; if we have earned the zechusim
(merits) then Hashem will definitely inscribe us without our
asking, and if we have not earned them, what do we want
Hashem to do? Add merits that we do not deserve?
     R’ Matisyahu Salomon shlit’a answers in the name of
R’ Daniel Movshovitz zt”l of Kelm, that when the new
year begins, Hashem not only determines how much a
person will earn but also how many opportunities a person
will have to perform a mitzvah and thereby build his share
in Olam Haba. Thus, we beg Hashem, “Inscribe us in the
book of merits - Give us opportunities to gain merits of
eternal value. We are ready and willing to do the job!”
   This is akin to the famous Medrash (c:v a"va) which quotes
Rav Yasa who says, “Hashem tells Klal Yisroel, ‘Open up
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for me an opening (of repentance) the size of an eye of a
needle, and I will open for you openings that even wagons
will be able to pass through.’” We have to just make the
initial move towards repentance, and Hashem will help us go
further. The Alter of Novardok, R’ Yosef Yoizel Horowitz
zt”l asked on this Medrash: For ten days, we are consumed
with Teshuvah. Haven’t we opened up an opening at least the
size of a needle? It may not be huge but we’ve surely made a
hole! Why hasn’t Hashem responded with a bigger opening?
     Says the Alter, there are different materials that holes can
be made in. If you make it in sand, it won’t last. If you make
it in metal, it will. The Medrash stresses “the size of an eye
of a needle,” to indicate that the opening has to be an
enduring and constant commitment, not just a temporary
spark of repentance. A needle is metallic and its hole is
lasting. If our Teshuvah will likewise be solid like a piece of
metal, then Hashem will see to it that the hole is enlarged.
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lyn: One year on Yom Kippur morning, a wealthy Jew

walked into the large central synagogue of Pressburg

wearing leather shoes. Torah and mitzvos meant nothing to

him and he considered his attendance once a year as a

laborious custom rather than a religious observance. He still

recognized the importance of an aliya, though, and was the

highest bidder when they were sold before Krias HaTorah.

    As he was being called up to the Torah, the Rav, R’

Akiva Sofer zt”l (Daas Sofer) sent the gabbai to instruct

him to take off his shoes. The man shrugged his shoulders

and continued walking to the bima. Again, the Rebbe sent

the gabbai,

the gabbai, begging him not to desecrate the Torah’s

sanctity by saying the blessing while transgressing its

commandment on this holiest of days. Blatantly, the man

refused and he defiantly ascended the bima. R’ Akiva’s face

darkened as the man’s blessing rang out loud and clear.

     The entire shul watched the scene with bated breath. No

one said a word. However, retribution was swift to come. In

front of the whole shul, just as the man completed his

beracha, he turned deathly pale. His eyes rolled upward as

he grasped the sides of the bima for support and then

crumpled in a heap on the floor. Silence reigned as he was

carried out and tefillos resumed with a heightened awe of


