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Swn3: Just as the Menorah in the Mishkan was required to
be formed from one solid piece of gold, and not from
various metal fused together into one vessel, similarly, the
light of Torah, which is represented by the Menorah, must be
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (19)

attained from a pure and holy source, and not from various
intellectual sources. Even the holy words of Torah may be
“tainted” if they emanate from a sordid foundation and we
must be careful not to expose ourselves to these sources.

hpfaya
D WRY

Text of the Prayer of the Eishal Avrohom. To have the exact

Saying the Name of Hashem (cont.): Last week we discussed
the halacha regarding what a person must concentrate on as he
says the various Names of Hashem during davening and reciting
berachos. Let us delve deeper into understanding this concept.
Importance of Having the Right Kavana. We can see the
importance of this halacha from a different halacha (1) which
states that on Chag HaSukkos, one must shake his /ulav and the
other three minim in different directions when he says the words
".'m2 v and ".'n 2N in Hallel. The Mishna Berura adds )
that when he says the Name of Hashem in both posukim, he
should not shake the Arba Minim at all and explains the reason
@) because while he is uttering the Names of Hashem, he must
focus his concentration fully, which one cannot do correctly if he
has to think about shaking the minim.

Differing Opinions. Each of the different Names of Hashem
contain their own individual intentions and kavanos, as we
enumerated last week. It is understood from many of the
Rishonim, including Rashi @, Rabbeinu Yonah ) and the
Shulchan Aruch ), that a person should have these special
kavanos in mind while he is saying the Name, although
Rabbeinu Bachya (as mentioned last week) (7 says that one
should have the special kavana right before saying the Name.

Uy -_7’@3& ﬂ”}ﬂ\)\.: !‘,(ﬂ

R’ Moshe Feinstein ZT”’L. (Darash Moshe) would say:

correct intention every time one says a Name of Hashem, is a
daunting task. One should work on this slowly by doing one
kavana each time per tefillah and keep working on it from there.
With time, it becomes easier and faster. The Eishel Avrohom
composed a daily declaration which is printed in certain siddurim
that helps one achieve this goal and alleviates the situation
somewhat. It reads (in loose translation with another elevating
point at the beginning of the declaration) as follows:
“I am now stating nty intention until tomorrow at this time, that
each detail of my deeds, words and thoughts, should be for the
sake of Hashem and a merit for myself, the Jewish people and
the entire world. I am also stating (my intention) that until
tomorrow at this time, whenever I say the name n-"n it shall
mean the written connotation - ‘He was, is and will be,” plus the
connotation of the pronounced Name - ‘The Master of All’
When 1 will say the name 0--n--5-N, it shall mean ‘The strong
G-d, Master of all the Powers, the Cause of Everything.””
The Siddurim that bring this tefillah also say that it does not
work for the first posuk of Krias Shema, since one must have
kavana when he says the words. R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
ZT’L adds @ that the same is true for the first blessing of
Shemona Esrei where having kavana is essential.
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“The entire area of the Kodesh Hakadoshim - Holy of Holies, was only twenty amos by twenty amos. Since the
wings of the Cheruvim alone occupied twenty amos, there was no room left for their bodies. Hence, Chazal tell us
(08 12"3): ‘The Cheruvim stood by a miracle.” Similarly, in order to be successful in Torah study and mitzvah
observance, one must relinquish luxury items and clearly decide that his body will not rule over his mind. The body
must not possess any ‘visible’ area, but rather the mind and its proper development must be stressed.”

R’ Yitzchok Eizik of Komarno ZT”’L (Notzer Chessed) would say:

“‘He who does not study is deserving of death.’ (Avos 1:13) This is a warning against foolish piety. One must study
Torah for its own sake (NNWY) so as to be in a state of attachment to Hashem. But such is on a most elevated plane and it is
impossible for a man to arrive all at once to the stage of ‘Torah for its own sake.” Thus, one may study Torah out of
ulterior motives at first, until his character has been sufficiently refined to enable him to take delight in the Torah. But the
foolish try all at once to seize hold of this inner light, and since they are unworthy of it, they give up Torah study entirely.”

A Wise Man would say:
“A person with true Emunah will understand that when Hashem solves your problems, you have faith in His
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Many years ago, the ten-year-old son of one of the wealthiest Arabs in Egypt ran away from home and severed all ties
with his family. His two brothers remained at home with their father, and upon his death they inherited his wealth.

Some time later, a charming man came along claiming to be the missing son. He had been wandering for thirty years
around the globe, and when he heard of his parents’ passing he decided to come and claim his portion of the inheritance.

The brothers subjected him to a detailed interrogation, and he told them exact details about their parents, relatives, their
home, and events that he recalled from his childhood. The brothers were still suspicious and refused to give him any money.

A lawsuit ensued, and the case reached as high as the royal court. The Grand Viceroy looked at the claimant and asked
curiously, “Where were you these last thirty years? Why did you never write home?” The man explained that he had been
taken captive in India. He was given no opportunity to contact the outside world until he managed to flee miraculously.

The Viceroy was a man familiar with the bible and proclaimed, “I see that the story of Pharaoh is repeating itself!”

He explained that when Pharaoh and his magicians encountered difficulty interpreting the king’s dream, they called upon a
young Hebrew for assistance. The Viceroy then ordered his servants to go find the first Jew they see and bring him to the palace.

In those days there lived in Egypt a Jewish goldsmith named Aharon Pardo. He was remarkably modest and unassuming.
He spent half the day involved in his work and the other half he devoted to Torah study. One night, Aharon Pardo dreamt that
he stood in a large grand synagogue in Cairo, that was decorated like a royal palace. The Sefer Torah was taken out of the ark
and Aharon was called upon to read from the scroll. As he stood there, he read from the words in Parshas Terumah: myava”
"OY7aN Y ZWINN - “In the rings of the Aron shall be the poles.” But instead of saying “Aron,” (ark) he said “Aharon” - his
own name! The people corrected him, but time and again he read the words “the rings of Aharon.” Then, he awoke from his
dream befuddled and confused. All night and the following day, he could not stop thinking about his odd dream.

As he worked the next day in his gold shop, an Arab woman walked in and was browsing about. She was not a regular
customer, and based on her mode of dress, did not look like she was a woman of means. And yet, she specifically eyed the
diamond rings and other expensive jewelry. “Do you have money?” Aharon Pardo asked suspiciously, hoping not to have his
time wasted. “Well, not at this moment,” she answered slowly, “but very soon, my son will have the money. He is currently
involved in a court case against several wealthy people, and he assured me that the judge will rule in his favor.”

She proceeded to ramble on about her son and how smart he was, and his promise to take her away from her miserable little
village and provide for her a life of wealth and fortune. Aharon Pardo did not know what to make of this woman, and when
she left, he walked outside for a bit just to clear his head. He still could not get the unusual dream of the previous night out of
his mind. As he crossed a main thoroughfare, he was suddenly accosted by a platoon of royal guards, who grabbed him
roughly and hurried him off to the royal palace, upon orders of the Grand Viceroy to bring before him the first Jew they see.

Aharon Pardo was led up the marble staircase of the palace frightened and terror-stricken. He walked through an enormous
courtyard with giant pillars, and suddenly his feet stood in the center palace ... which looked identical to the synagogue he saw
in his dream. With one exception: in the place where the bimah stood in his dream, now lay the breathtaking royal throne.

The Viceroy began to explain the entire incident and why he had him brought to the palace. Aharon Pardo stood frozen to
his spot, when he suddenly remembered his dream, and realized its significance. “Hey, aren’t you from the nearby village?”
he asked the man claiming to be the brother. The man’s face turned white. Aharon continued, “Yes, I know who you are. You
are the village boy, the son of a woman named ....” The liar was exposed and trembling with fright, he confessed to all his lies.

How had he known? Well, said Aharon, the words in his dream gave it away. He had said, "©72n > Y7 myava” - “In

the rings of Aharon, will be (he will find) the liars (XT2),” so he knew that

looking at his rings!

is man was the son of the woman who was
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SwB: One of the most infamous Maskilim, a man who
caused immeasurable damage to the institutions of Torah
and G-d-fearing Jews, was Chaim Bialik. Although he had
grown up religious and even studied in the famed
Volozhiner Yeshivah, he rejected traditional Jewish values
and urged other Jews to do the same.

Bialik was informed of the incredible genius and
intellectual prowess of the Rogatchover Gaon, R’ Yosef
Rosen ZT”L. He couldn’t believe all the accolades that
people were saying and he felt that since he, too, knew how

to learn Torah, how much smarter could this man be?

The next time he was in the city of Dvinsk, he made it
his business to engage the Rogatchover in conversation for
no less than ten minutes. When he walked away, Bialik
shook his head in wonderment. “What an amazing mind!”
he said. “With a brain like that, one can make two Einsteins!”

When the Rogatchover was informed about the man he
was talking to, and the compliment he had been given, he
was unimpressed. “And with whatever sedimentary
particles are left over, one can make ten Bialiks!”
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The animal known as the “Tachash” was a beautiful
multi-colored beast (mn yn), whose hide was used to cover
the Mishkan. Rashi quotes the gemara (n> naw) that the
Tachash was an animal that only existed at that period in
time when it was needed for the purpose of the Mishkan,
and it immediately became extinct thereafter. However, this
explanation does not seem to be consistent with the words
of Shlomo Hamelech that "wnwin NN wIN 95 PN - “There
is nothing (created) new under the sun.” (0-N nonp) This
means that there could not have been a brand new creature
such as the Tachash created specifically at the time of the
construction of the Mishkan, for anything that is in existence
was created at the time of the creation of the world. It must
be then, that this particular wild animal was created earlier
but remained hidden until it was “called into service” when
the Jewish people found themselves in the wilderness, and
only then was it captured and its hide used as a covering.

R’ Aharon Leib Shteinman Shlit’a, however, sees a
problem with this way of thinking, based on the Medrash
Tanchuma: “Rabbi Nechemia said, (the Tachash) was a
Divine miracle (0) nwyn); it was created at that time and
(after it was skinned) it was hidden away at that time. Since
the posuk states, ‘The length of one curtain was thirty amos
(cubits),” where can one find a curtain that was thirty amos
long? It must have been through this miracle, and it was
created and hidden away at that specific time.” The Medrash
is implicit that the Tachash was created at that exact time, and
not earlier at the advent of Creation. How then, do we
understand it in conjunction with the words of Koheles?

R’ Shteinman answers that perhaps this special animal
was not created in the beginning, however, there was a
condition (20n) put into place at that time, that when the Jews
will be in the desert, and the Mishkan will require special
hides, the Tachash will then be created for this purpose.
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The layout of the Mishkan hints at the holy customs of
the Jewish people. Even the short bars (orn3) and long
middle bar have much to teach us. R* Zalman Sorotzkin
ZT”L (Oznaim L’Torah) gives us a fascinating perspective.
It is a historical fact, he says, that the Avos, our early
ancestors, were the last of the nations to form an independent
monarchy. This was due to the divisive nature of the progeny
of Avraham, Yitzchok and even Yaakov, who were split up
into the sons of Leah, Rachel, and the maidservants. Indeed,
Yaakov in his blessings, compared Yehudah to a lion,
Binyamin to a wolf, Dan to a snake, and so on. Each son
had a different nature, and it wasn’t their inner attributes
that united them. Rather, in his last moments, Yaakov
discovered that Emunah, faith in the G-d of Heaven and Earth
was capable of uniting them, and they all cried out before
him, “Shema Yisroel ... Hashem is our G-d, Hashem is One.”

Similarly, all of Bnei Yisroel’s desert experience was
strife-ridden until they received the Torah at Har Sinai.
Then, “Yisroel encamped there” - and Chazal add: “With
one heart, of one mind.” The Mishkan, as well, which
united the Jewish people under the banner of faith in the
Almighty, was built from cedars planted by Yaakov, who
was so concerned over the unity of his sons and the creation
of the Jewish people. Yaakov found that Emunah was the
innermost essence of the Jewish soul, and was the only
factor that could unite them as one nation.

It is a given that every nation has common attributes and
practices which bind them together. These existed for
Yaakov’s children as well, but they could only serve as
“bars for half the wall.” It was only the belief which was
deep in their hearts that transformed them into a nation. As
Rabbeinu Saadia Gaon ZT”L said, “Our nation is a
nation only through the Torah.” Only the "y>nn N11" -
“middle bar” could bolster us from one end to the other.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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Chazal teach us: "nnnwa o0 778 DIMWN' - When one enters the month of Adar, his level of joy is expanded. This is a
given. The month of Adar simply brings happiness with it. The word “Adar” stands for: "y1 ©5 5v 190ON" - the Chief and
Master of the World lives. This signifies that the Ribono shel Olam comes down 9135, to dwell among us during this month.
There is now a greater closeness to Hashem, which is why we feel more simcha. Where does all this closeness and joy emanate
from? It is achieved through the mitzvah of destroying Amalek. Amalek was a physical person and a nation as well, but that
was once upon a time. Nowadays, Amalek is a power that exists in the world and has a terrible effect on us. Amalek is the idea
of "Mpn" (coincidence); that everything happens by chance, that there is only cause and effect and no Divine intervention in the
world. Basically, Amalek takes Hashem out of the picture and puts doubt into our minds. In fact, the numerical value of "pbny"
(240) equals that of "pav" (doubt) for that is what it represents; its ultimate goal being to sever our bond of love with Hashem.

In Parshas Terumah we are commanded: “Make for Me a Sanctuary and I will dwell among them.” Is this referring to the
Holy Temple in Jerusalem or the Mishkan in the desert? The answer is, this mitzvah is for ALL Jews at ALL times to make room
in their hearts for Hashem to live. It means to think about Hashem; to feel His closeness and love Him with all our heart. In
Adar. when we remove Amalek from our lives - we make room for Hashem! "mpao ninnd nhnw PN” - there is no greater joy
then removing doubt from one’s mind. Thus, the month of Adar is filled with the joy of living with Hashem and feeling His love.




