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to become an all encompassing G-d?
The Metzias Yitzchok gives a novel answer to these questions. Aharon

understood that although the Jews were bringing their valuables for the
sake of an 17y 7y, he still felt it necessary for the Jews to be united in
what they were doing - even if it was for a terrible purpose! The 52010 N7
was completely destroyed because there was no MTNN and peace amongst
them, as were the people of Sdom and Amorrah. By taking all their
valuables and creating just one single golden calf, Aharon left the Jews no
opportunity to create another bejeweled idol which could cause a rift,
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o111 to fast on Erev Pesach. A father should fast in place of his male
. first-born who is still a minor. If the Father is himself a 71722 (and must
| fast himself), the Mother should fast in place of her son if it 1s not too
difficult. However, since this fast is but a 31 and not an actual Rabbinic
71, the prevalent custom is for the 1732 to participate in a Siyum or any
other Mmsm nTyv, like a Bris or Pidyon Haben, and thereby exempt
himself from the fast. Even though the 122 did not actually participate in
the learning for the Siyum, he is still considered as participating by
attending and listening as the final portion is read out loud, and partaking
in the celebratory meal. He may not, though, eat before the Siyum.
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Sabbath is forbidden, since Shabbos itself also serves as a sign of the
covenant - 7D3%311 *»1 201 M - On Shabbos the Jewish people see
themselves as eminently close to their creator, so as to exclude the need for
any additional signs."

R' Shimshon concluded. "With your majesty, we have decided to act in
the very same manner. All year long we hang your portrait in our Shul as a
sign of our respect and close connection with your majesty, even from a
distance. However, today, on account of your honored visit to our Shul, to
simply hang your picture on the wall would just reduce the admiration and
cherished relationship that we feel towards you, for we have the privelege
of your honored presence among us personally. For such a special
occasion, the portrait of our Monarch is not necessary!"
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The great Rebbe, R' Aharon Hagadol of Karlin Z''L, makes a
tremendous insight in the word 7s»sn#n7- "Half". The innermost letter - the
8 - represents the Msn of N71y. The two letters surrounding it on both
sides are the f and the %, which spells out the word s - Life. The two
perimeter letters are 9 and ), which create the word n# - death.

The lesson is quite clear. 5 teach us 71NN 8N NPTy - Charity
saves a person from death, and so, if one tends to surround himself with
the Mitzvah of np1y, he will be 191 to live many happy and prosperous
years (°n). However, one who refuses to keep this important Mitzvah and
isolates himself from it, undoubtedly places his life in danger and death
(nn) hangs over his head.
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Why did Aharon have to collect all the gold and silver that the Jews
owned? Was he really worried that something would be left over and not
used for the %3¢? Couldn't he have just taken a small amount, just enough
to satisfy the people's desire to create an idol, but not big enough to
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The Austrian Monarch, Franz Josef, came to Vienna for a visit, and
among other sites, he visited the Great Shul in the city. In the hallway of
the Great Shul, hung a portrait of the Monarch as a sign of respect,
however, soon before Franz Josef was to visit the Shul, the picture was
stolen by an enemy of the Jews who wished to stir up some trouble. As
part of the thief's plan, Franz Josef was informed of the absence of his
picture and that this was a clear demonstration of the J ewish community's
disloyalty towards him.

When the Monarch entered the Shul, along with his great entourage, he
glanced around and then adressed the Rov, R' Shimshon Sofer Z''L, who
happened to be a member of the Austrian Parliament, asking him if it was
true what he had heard, that although his portrait always hung on the wall,
with his visit to the Shul it was purposely removed.

R’ Shimshon, himself, had just learned of the mysterious disappearance
of the picture but quickly regained his composure. "Your Majesty," he
began, "It is true that your picture was removed from our Shul today, but
for a very good reason. According to Jewish tradition, we don our Tefilin -
phylacteries - every single day, which serves as a sign - TN - of the
covenant between G-d and his people. However, wearing Tefilin on the




