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On each of the Yomim Tovim, we read a portion of Parshas Pinchos that
corresponds to that Yom Tov. R' Pinchos Halevi Horowitz ZT''L, the
""Ba'al Hafla'ah," was a well-known tzaddik and author of world-renowned
seforim. All over Europe, communities near and far would ask him to come
and spend Shabbos with them so that they may bask in the radiance of his
unique fefillos and brilliant scholarly lectures. Throngs of people would
gather to the Beis Medrash where he would pray and lecture. Unfortunately,
however, the people in his home town of Frankfurt were perfectly content
with who they were and never bothered to go to his Beis Medrash. In
Frankfurt, the Ba'al Hafla'ah was less regarded than he was in just about any
other city. R' Pinchos used to say that for good reason his name was
Pinchos, for his fate was the same as the section of the festivals in Parshas
Pinchos. When it is read in its proper place, on Shabbos Parshas Pinchos, it
is a time of mourning and distress - during the three weeks that lead up to
the saddest day of year, Tisha B'av, when the Beis Hamikdosh was
destroyed. At "home", in its proper place in the order of the parshios, it is
met with sadness. However, when this section is read out of context, on the
festivals themselves, the reading is accompanied by great festivity and joy.
It needs to go out and be a "guest" in order for it to be fully appreciated and
read with joyousness.
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R' Shmuel Yashin ZT"L would say:
"People bring me seforim to look at, and often I find that the manuscript
is both good and original. Unfortunately, the part that is good is not original,
and the part that is original is not good!"

R' Nochum Wineberg Shlit''a would say:
"Don't let things get to you. Remember, some days you are the bug, some
days you are the windshield!"

R' Yisroel of Ruzhin ZT"L would say:

"0 N 01Y 01 - Two thoughts must remain with a person every
second of the day: *19am >105 0o mw - "I have set Hashem before me
always." and 199 »1 ONNONY - "My sin is before me always."
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The critics were taken aback. "Oh! Really!" they said. "In that case, if
he possesses such special heritage, being a Zanzer Einekel, it is admirable
that you encourage his involvement."

As their car began pulling away from the station, R' Sholom ran after
them and knocked on their window. The driver slowed and rolled down
his window. "Actually, to tell you the truth, I don't really know whether or
not he descends from the Rebbe of Zanz. I just said that to get your
attention. But I do know for sure that he descends from our great Patriarch,
Avrohom Avinu. Surely, with such a prestigious pedigree, he is worthy of
being reached out to with a warm, welcoming message of Judaism." The
car drove away with the passengers fully chastened, no doubt giving them
much food for thought during the remainder of their trip!
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The Targum Yonason lists twelve miracles that occurred when
Pinchos killed Zimri and Kozbi. One of them was that they remained alive
long enough so that Pinchos, who later became a kohen, not become
ritually impure. Moreover, their blood became congealed and did not fall
on him. An obvious question arises. Why was it necessary to ensure that
Pinchos would not become N0V - ritually impure? He was not yet
appointed a kohen and it was not yet prohibited for him to become xnv?
R' Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT"L tells us an important principle here. As

we know, Moshe's mother, Yocheved, was deserving enough to have her
son saved and not killed, in Egypt, together with the rest of Bnei Yisroel's
baby boys. Moreover, Pharaoh's daughter brought baby Moshe to
Yocheved to nurse, and she even paid Yocheved for her services. Chazal
comment in this context, "It is not enough for tzadikim that their lost items
are returned to them, but they even receive payment!" We can only
wonder, was Yocheved really concerned with a little extra money that she
received for nursing? The answer is that Moshe's rescue from the river was
for the benefit of all of Am Yisrael, whereas he was destined to be their
savior. However, the payment Yocheved received came as a special
reward for her, a unique gift worthy of note. Here too, most of the miracles
were performed in order to allow Pinchos the opportunity to carry out his
task to completion. However, the miracle that he did not become xnV
revealed an added level of affection, a loving kiss from Heaven.

Fkock
Hkock
Hkock
Hkock
Hkock
Hkck
Hkock
Hkck
Hkock
Hkck
Hkock
Hkck
Fkock
Hkck
Fkock
Hkck
Hkock
Hkock
Hkock
Hkck

DN RIPN 99D NNDY 7R .MINNN YRID 1D DI IMIPN JY NI INON DINND
I9VRM I DY N, NI TWUNY

NYITP 703,750 D78 ROYAATN 11X )3 9990 97NN WIN)
212 71, ORIV PN PIY DY 12T NUN IIRY NN NHPNIY )Y
NN IMN I DYNY ,TIWM ORIWD PN N TIPOY ,TPUNRI . MVp2
= 17PN DN PR YN INND D NTY 7NN KDY RIPT XD MM .0NODY
.Y ONY WY YT DPNIND DI IRIY 1) 1PDOW M)

2V TM YPN D107 0NN NYMIY INKD YWD NN IRV [1O0)
WRID NY NINY DT J9IND 02, MPNI OYN NN HINDY I ,"OTRTP
DNYI9N2) DMTID DPINK MNINT TIVXN DN PINN 1D XY HMNN
199 .NNNN MOON T PRI ,DMINKRND DN D #ONAY NI NI IN DY XI12AD
DNV DAY NI TURY DAY RN TUNY 0N 1227 Nwn HHann
NN NN ON ITN) NI TIT2 09NN XINY DIN2 PINK 199> DXANND)
AN DN 19D T9Y GUN 925D 573 DAY XD, MPDNI DI

0225 11290....MAN DYIN
(N2-119) 7939 1191 91X 12 FTYIN 2 NI
The Torah emphasizes the ©1 - ancestry, of Pinchos, clearly spelling
out that he was a straight descendant of Aharon Hakohen. This was done
in order to quiet all the naysayers who felt that Pinchos had no right to do
what he did since his heritage, on his mother's side, was one of idol-
worshippers.

The story is told that while driving upstate one summer's day, R'
Sholom Paltiel Shlit'a, stopped at a local gas station. The attendant, a
young man sporting long hair and an earring, noticed the bearded rabbi
and exclaimed that he was also Jewish. They started talking and the young
man mentioned that he hadn't put on tefillin since his Bar Mitzva. R’
Sholom offered to help him put on zefillin. He eagerly agreed.

R’ Sholom put the tefillin on the young man and produced a siddur
from which the young man was actually able to read. While this young
man was wearing the tefillin and saying the Shema, a car with several
observant Jews pulled up. They were shocked and a bit dismayed to see
this "hippy" wearing tefillin in the middle of the gas station and made their
displeasure known to R' Sholom.

Standing next to them, he stared wistfully out at the young man and
said loudly, "Do you know who this young man is? He is a descendant of
the great Rebbe of Sanz! He is a Sanzer Einekel - descendant!"
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