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The Meforshim strive hard to explain the meaning of these words - np> XY
wtnw - "dnd (Hashem) does not accept bribes," for how can any thinking and
rational human being cven consider that the Creator of Heaven and Earth, the
Holy One Blessed Be He, be capable of accepting a bribe? Thus, they intepret
this to mean that one should not think that his mitzvos and righteous acts will
automaticallv overshadow and "cover-up" his misdeeds - in effect, bribing
Hashem to waive away punishment for a sin committed by performing a mitzva
- without having to go through the rigorous process of purification and feshuva.
But still, the question remains. why should "covering-up” a sin help at all?

R' Chaikel Minsky ZT"L responds in the form of the following moshul -
parable: A platoon of soldiers are on a mission of surveillance. Their orders are
strict: observe the cnemy but do not make a sound. nor any move that may alert
them to a foreign presence. One soldier. however, sees an opportunity and
quictly manages to capturc an enemy soldier. whereby a store of information
regarding battle plans and available armaments arc obtained. ultimately leading
to a decisive victory. Afterwards, the "hero” soldier is brought before a military
tribunal. accused of neglecting a direct order. On the one hand, his crime is
severe. worthy of the punishment of death. On the other hand, his actions saved
the day and many of his fellow soldiers. The final ruling was this: For the crime
of neglect, he is deserved of death. However. as a reward for his heroics, he is to
be given the greatest reward of all: He is given the gift of life! So too. with us,
Hashem cannot be bribed. But sometimes. as a reward for a special mitzva -
helping or saving other Jews - Hashem just may wipe away an unsightly sin.
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R' Yitzchok Weinberger ZT''L would say:
"onan apw 121 - Falschood is so encompassing. It is the only sin that the
Torah cxplicitly tells us to stay far away from!"”

R' Yerucham Levovitz ZT"L would say:

"When it rains. we have an obligation to think about the multitude of benefits
we gain from the rain. Every drop of rain is a gift from Above and we must be
gratcful to Hashem for His kindness."

A Wise Man would say:
"In order to make peace. vou must release all anger. You cannot shake hands
3 £
with a clenched fistt"
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How could the Rebbe have done such a thing?

Sceing the question in their eves. R' Nochum explained to them as follows:
"According to the teachings of the Torah. cvery Jew must love Hashem with ‘all
your heart. with all your soul and with all vour might.' Chazal explain that the
words ‘with all your might' mean with all vour possessions. Like every other
Jew. T recite this posuk every evening and cvery morning, and I wonder. 'How
can 1. a Jew who owns nothing and surely has no money. fulfill this command?
When | profess to love Hashem with all my material means, what can I possibly
be saving? Am I Iving to mvself”™"

"Thus. 1 came to the following conclusion: Although I may not have money. 1
do have onc very valuable possession - my portion in the World to Come. | have
found that people arc willing to put a price on anvthing. There arc even such
people who will put a price on the after-life. Since that is the case. and 1 cannot
fulfill myv duty to love Hashem with ‘all my might’ in anv other way. then | am
obligated to sell this property to meet my obligation!”
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From the moment that they were miraculously delivered from the hand of
slavery in the land of Egvpt. the Jewish Nation's ultimate destination was frrerz
Yisroel. The most direct route there was through the land of the Pelishtim. But
that apparent advantage was the very reason why Hashem did not lead them that
way. Had the journey been direct. the people would have been tempted to return
to the servitude of Egvpt when attacked by hostile nations along the way.
Instcad. they required 40 vears of wandering in the desert. The question is: A
generation that suffered countless trials and tribulations during its vears of
scrvitude and that was destined to face trving tests of faith during its sojourn in
the Wilderness. could a direct route back to the land of slavery and persccution
really be too great a test to overcome?

Explains thc Manchester Rosh Yeshiva, R' Yehudah Zev Segal ZT''L. the
Ribono Shel Olam. Who sees into the heart of ¢very man. knew that ves. it just
might be too much for the fledgling Jewish nation. As a result. Hashem would
not place the Jews in a situation where the enticements of their verzer hara might
be too much for them to withstand. The Torah’s narrative of oxn nvos» and
Hashem's concern for the potential apprehensions of the people teaches us this
important lcsson regarding the Ty - rests of life: namely. that the trials we
face reflect our spiritual and cmotional abilitics and potential. Never are we
presented with a test that we cannot overcome.
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The plight of Jewry in Eastern Europe was very dirc. Poverty under harsh
conditions was the standard. not the cxception. R' Nochum of Chernobyl
ZT"L felt the suffering of his fellow Jews deeply. He would devote himself to
helping them in anv wav he could. Although he was a poor man himself. he
would collect large amounts of charity to distribute to the needy. He spent much
time traveling through towns and villages to discover what spiritual or physical
needs he might be able to fill for his beloved brethren. R' Nochum was
concerned not only with the lack of material possessions. but also the spiritual
poverty which endangered his Jewish brethren's holy souls. In every place he
visited. R' Nochum would ask. "Do vou have a shu/? Do vour children need a
rebbe? Is there a mikvah here? After he identified the needs of the community.
R' Nochum sct about raising funds.

On onc of his travels. R' Nochum visited a small village which had no
mikvah. The villagers had to travel quite a distance to a larger ncighboring town.
In the winter. when the roads were often muddy. these trips were ncarly
impossible. Immediately. R' Nochum resolved to have a mikvah built for the
village. As soon as he returned home. R' Nochum approached a wealthy: member
of his congregation with a startling proposition: "If vou will pay for a mikvah in
the village 1 have just visited. 1 will sell you my portion m the World to Come.”
The rich man was stunned by R' Nochum's offer but accepted it immediately.

When his Chassidim heard about the unusual arrangement. they were shocked
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