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MRENGAL,  TeUnD
"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (138)
Taking Seforim into a Toilet or Bath House. It is prohibited
to take seforim or any written words of Torah (even on a loose
page) into a toilet or bathhouse. The source of this issur is the
Gemara in Shabbos (1) where it says that the olden-day amulets,
which are made of holy names and posukim, have the status of
Kisvei Kodesh. Therefore, one is not allowed to take them into a
toilet or bathhouse unless they are wrapped in a leather cover ).
How Many Covers are Needed to Permit it? From the above
mentioned case of amulets, the Magen Avraham @) learns that
one can take seforim into a toilet (bathroom) when they are
covered with one cover. However, Tefillin and Mezuzos are
deemed as Tashmishei Kedusha and require two covers. So, if
someone is in an airport and needs to go to the bathroom, he should
leave his 7efillin with another Yid. If there is no one else, he can put
his Tefillin into a traveling bag, and then he can enter. All the covers
on the Tefillin that stay with the 7efillin always (the velvet bag and
the plastic over it) all count like one cover, and he has to putitinto a
traveling bag to be a second cover before taking theminto a toilet.
Does Anyone Argue on this Leniency? According to the
above one can take a sefer into a toilet in one bag. The Mishna
Berura @) says that the Eliyahu Raba argues and obligates one
to put the sefer into a second bag. The majority of Poskim are
lenient (see the long list in Machze Eliyahu ()). Even Eliyahu
Raba might only be machmir if there are actual Names of
Hashem in them, as his wording indicates. Among contemporary
poskim there are two opinions about taking a sefer without
names of Hashem into a toilet with one cover. Rav Elyashiv z”
and R’ S. Z. Auerbach 7"l require two bags and R’ Scheinberg
2”land ybl”t R’ Nisan Karelitz shiita hold that one bag is enough.
Summary 7efillin need 2 covers i.e. one extra bag over its normal
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covers (a bag that is for Talis should count like a second bag since
its not just there for the tefillin). Seforim that have Hashem’s Name
in them - most hold that one bag is enough. Seforim that don’t
have Hashem’s Name in them - even more are lenient with one
bag, yet even here some are strict and require two bags.
A Chakira (Analyzation). Whenever we require 2 covers, is it
because we want to give more honor by adding a second cover or
because we are scared that the first cover might tear or open )?
Mundane Matters in Hebrew Script. If the content is not holy
but it’s in Hebrew, like a mundane matter in an Israeli newspaper,
the Sheilas Yavetz (7 rules that it can be taken into a toilet without
any covers. If it is the actual font of Ksav Ashuri (Sefer Torah font),
the Maharsham ) is strict and requires covering. Igros Moshe )
writes its preferable to cover, qnd Tzitz Eliezer (10)is lenient.
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The Gemara (.0 yv») tells us that ynv 1 and eop5 wn were reading
NN 127 from a sefer on Shabbos. Based on the above rule, how
was this Agadah permitted to be written down in a sefer? The Gemara
answers "7nmn 1an N> mwyb ny". The X'wahn explains the reason
it is Mo to write down na Syaw nmnis that it may lead people to rely
on the “written word” and not review their learing. However, when the
generations started getting weaker and people began forgetting their

learning, the chachamim permitted things to be written down.

"4 in his MTPN addresses how »wIn N ' was permitted to
write down and formulate the mvwn. He explains that from the time of
w1 nwn until Rebbi, everything was transmitted by heart by the wxof
Y7 ™32 or 2 of that generation. When Rebbi saw Rome gaining
world power and Klal Yisroel dealing with {zaros was being dispersed
throughout the lands, Rebbi and his Bais Din decided it was necessary

to gather no byaw nmn and create the mmwn - lest it be forgotten.
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R’ Moshe Teitelbaum z¢”I (Beirach Moshe b’shem the Belzer Rebbe zt”’1) would say:
€220 YIND YWY ... GO 12 NYIN LAY ONNDY 1IN NI T2 120 NWN ONY Y - Moshe Rabbeinu knew that Ever HaYarden was
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a place of impurity. There were many Moavim who acted immodestly. Moshe was concerned that this would have a
negative effect on Brnei Gad and Bnei Reuven. In order to protect them, he sent half of Shevet Menashe, children of Yosef
HaTzaddik, the foundation of kedushas Yisrael. Y osef was able to withstand the test in Mitzrayim, a land steeped in fumah.
Moshe sent half of Shevet Menasheh ben Yosef'to spread kedushah throughout the land, to keep the other 2 shevatim holy.”

R’ Moshe Sternbuch sklit’a (Taam V’Daas) would say:

“IYND NN AN VN NNAYNN TARD IRIW M MLIN NON NYP M Y57 - The posuk teaches that every daughter who
inherits an inheritance shall marry a member of her father’s shevet. Rabbeinu Bechaye writes that when the Navi states
that Yiftach HaGiladi was the son of a harlot (Shoftim 11:1), it means that she was an only daughter who married outside
her tribe against the command of the Torah. Because she did not control her desires and went against this directive she is
censured as if she were a harlot, but in reality, there was no taint of immorality in the marriage itself.

A Wise Man would say: ‘“Believe me, your job won’t take care of you when you are sick. Your friends and family will.”
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The Torah commands us (Vayikra 19-18), “You shall not take revenge and you shall not bear a grudge against the
members of your people.” The laws of nekama, revenge, however, have no bearing on the Jewish Nation defending
themselves against enemies who mean to harm and persecute them, or their battle against the forces of evil perpetrated
against them. In our parsha, Moshe is commanded to “fake revenge against the Midyanim and destroy them.” The Torah
repeats this commandment twice, here and again when Moshe conveyed it to the Jewish people. The Nation attacked
Midyan for having led them into the sins of adultery and idolatry of Baal Peor. This revenge, as in the campaign against
Midyan, was a means to reverse the infractions against Hashem, His chosen nation and the desecration of His Name.

The LaGuardia children, Fiorello and Gemma, were born in New York City to a Jewish mother, Irene Luzzato Coen, who
had been raised in a Jewish home in Trieste, Italy. Their maternal grandmother was a member of the Luzzatto family, a
prominent Italian Jewish family active in the Italian unification effort and the rabbinical college in Padua. Fiorello LaGuardia
successfully ran for mayor of the city of New York in 1933. Once in office, he became an unrelenting critic of Germany and
the Nazi regime. Before taking office, LaGuardia called Hitler a “perverted maniac” and a “brown-shirted fanatic,” and
warned anyone who would listen that, “Part of (Hitler’s) program is the complete annihilation of the Jews in Germany.”

In July 1935, an incident occurred which revealed that, while the American government maintained a Treaty of
Friendship with Germany (the Treaty of Commerce and Friendship, signed in 1925), Mayor LaGuardia did not. Paul Kress, a
German citizen living in New York City, applied for a masseur’s license. Under the Treaty, Mr. Kress’ licensing should
have been a simple matter - Germany and America recognized each others’ professional licenses. Nonetheless, LaGuardia
refused to issue the license. Why? He explained that, “Treaties are based on reciprocity,” and, La Guardia added, “it is
well known that American citizens of the Jewish faith have been discriminated against in Germany. That being the case, I
cannot see how the German Government can insist upon alleged rights contained in the treaty on which they now rely.”

Denouncements by German American groups didn’t change LaGuardia’s mind, even when they said they would see to
it that German-Americans didn’t vote for him. Denouncements in German newspapers full of vitriol and attacking
LaGuardia had absolutely no effect on the man. And the Jewish community? They were warmed by a Mayor who they
saw standing up for their European co-religionists, because they were Jews and because it was the right thing to do.

In November 1935, in order to underscore his continued support of the boycott of German exports, LaGuardia made
sure that 500 tons of German steel ordered for a Triborough underpass in Queens, was cancelled. Many people came to
city hall to complain and LaGuardia’s excuse was simply, “I am responsible for the safety of the city’s inhabitants, and
German steel, in my learned opinion, is quite unsafe.” A domestic replacement for the imported steel was found.

Meanwhile, doubtless, one of the sharpest (and funniest) things Mayor LaGuardia did during this period of his political
life, or perhaps, in all his political life, was the manner in which he dealt with the New York City German Consulate’s
request for protection from those unhappy with the German government’s activities. The Nazis were mistreating so many
in Europe, that many Americans were prepared to do it right back to them here in the U.S.A. After conferring with his
Police Commissioner Lewis J. Valentine, Mayor LaGuardia dispatched forty Jewish policemen, headed by Captain Max
Finkelstein, president of the Shomrim society (the Jewish fraternal organization for policemen) to ensure German protection.

The Mayor said it was simply “a matter of routine,” but he smiled as he relished the delicious situation he had created. The
move cheered beleaguered Jews and infuriated the Nazis, who compared LaGuardia to a gorilla. All this was very serious

business, though. For it was also during this period that LaGuardia received a .22 caliber cartridge in the mail, with a note
saying, ‘““You will get this if you continue to attack the German Nazi party.” The signature was a crayoned Nazi swastika.
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As the Churban loomed ahead, the Jewish Nation’s
spirituality steadily declined. Hashem sent Yirmiyahu to
rebuke and instruct the people to do Teshuva. All attempts
failed and Hashem lamented that, “two evils My people have
committed: they have forsaken Me in order to dig for
themselves cisterns.” Was it not bad enough that Klal Yisroel
committed the first evil of abandoning Hashem? Why was it
necessary to add what their loyalty was exchanged for?
Rabbeinu Bechaye z£”’l (Chovos Halevovos) explains that
repentance is dependent on 7 points - the first of which is that
one must clearly recognize the shamefulness of his deed. A

person has no way to show remorse if he himself does not
deem his actions bad. In truth, the purpose and essence of life is
to serve Hashem; therefore, without a doubt, abandoning
Hashem and His Torah is definitely the worst thing one can do.
Nevertheless, if one cannot even understand that his
actions are bad, each and every one of his subsequent
misdeeds will compound the previous ones even more. By
“digging cisterns for themselves” the Jewish people showed
that not only did they first abandon Hashem, they also lacked
a shred of remorse for doing so and Hashem therefore set the
infamous Churban in motion. It’s easy to slip and commit a
sin, however, with no remorse, the process of Teshuva cannot
begin, and a person stands no chance at real repentance.

Join in and listen to a 5 minute daily shiur in Kedushas Einayim. Call 718450-9990. Your cyes are precious - Turning onc's eyes away from evil is the ultimate goall
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“You should establish cities of refuge for yourself into which a fugitive can escape to seek safe haven.” The word "D35"
- for yourself - is seemingly repetitious. R Shimon Schwab z#”’l explains based on the Gemara in Makkos (10b) which
extrapolates from posukim that limud haTorah is "09", it protects, similar to the Vop1»y. In the same manner that the »y
vopn saved a person who killed another by accident, the Torah protects a person who sinned by accident. The Torah
shields a person from his own personal "nr§7". A person, through his aveiros, can cause his own spiritual demise. Hence,
says the Torah, by running to the Beis Medrash, to the spiritual safe haven, YOU will be saved (035). As Chazal tell us
regarding the churban habayis - "XN51 "YYW NI NN NN IIYOIMNY' (YO 71IP) DN 2ION NIN 92 NN DY 7R N NN "
201D YMNN 7970 DAY NNNDN N PPOYNN PIY TINN K0 DM 128y N - the powerful rays of purity that emanate from the
Torah can return us to Hashem. The purpose of these cities and limud haTorah is for YOUR benefit - 035.

It’s important to mention the Aruch Laner in Makkos who says that we find two types of Vopn »W. The six cities that were
exclusively made for this purpose, and the forty-two cities of the Leviim, which also had the power to save. The Gemara
explains that the six cities save whether or not the n¥y1 walks in for the purpose of its protection. The forty-two only save if he
knows their function. Says the Aruch Laner, this idea that the Torah is VoY is similar to the six cities, even without seeking its
protection. A person who is learning Torah is saved regardless if he wants to activate the shmira of the Torah or not.

The machshava here is remarkably encouraging. No matter to what spiritual level a person has stooped, becoming immersed
in our Torah can forever effect a transformation whether intentional or not and can elevate him out of his spiritual morass.

Let’s all be mechazek ourselves in these summer months and make the last few months, weeks and days of this year count!
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Yom: The Ponevezher Rav, R’ Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman
zt”’l, was 64 years old when he arrived in Israel, devastated
from the Holocaust. He lost his family and his yeshivah, but
he never lost his will. He told people, “If Hakadosh Baruch
Hu allowed me to survive the Nazi Gehinnom, it was not so
that I would retire to an old age home where I would forget
about everything; it was so that I would build Torah!”

He set his mind to it and began to build. Project after
project; institution after institution. Yeshivos, orphanages,
neighborhoods. He seemingly never slept and was always
raising money - whether in Israel or abroad - for another
construction project and he was wildly successful!

Rabbi Berel Wein shlit’a recounts how he once met the
Ponovezher Rav and asked him why he was always starting
new projects before he finished up the debt from old ones.

The Rav told him, “I’'m already old, and in shamayim all
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the malachim are saying, genugt shoin! It’s time already!
He’s old and it’s time for him to go. But then there’s this one
malach who jumps up and says, ‘Wait! He just started a new
project! He needs time to complete it!” So this is how I ‘buy’
myself extra time on this world - to complete my projects!”
Yoy The Sifri (quoted by Rashi) states that although
Moshe Rabbeinu heard that his death depended on the
conquest of Midyan, and as soon as that was accomplished,
he would die, Moshe did not shy away from it and did it
joyfully, without delay. Rabbi Y. Nachshoni (Studies in
the Weekly Parsha) brings down that Moshe Rabbeinu did
not slow down for one second after he was commanded by
Hashem to conquer the Midyanim, because he thought that
perhaps if he pushed himself further, in shamayim they would
say, “He’s doing such a good job - let him stay there a while
longer!” Moshe was willing to embark on new ventures so
long as it would allow him to enter the Land of Israel. Alas,
the decree was sealed, and it was not meant to be!
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Lsntit interesting that the parsha of Maasay always come out during the weeks of Bein Hametzarim. Rashi tells us that the
Torah records all the “journeys” of Klal Yisroel in the desert, “fo inform us of the kind deeds of the Omnipresent, for although
He issued a decree to move them around and make them wander in the desert, you should not say that they were moving about
and wandering for all forty years, and they had no rest.” The Kozhnitzer Maggid zt”’l in sefer avodas Yisroel points out that
there are 21 days of Bein Hametzarim. If we count the 21 days plus the 21 nights, we have 42! This corresponds to the 42
journeys of Am Yisroel. They are called "myon” (journeys) rather than “places” because the Torah is teaching us that every
place we go too in life, physically or spiritually, must be a travel! It must be an experience that takes us somewhere new. We
must pick ourselves up at every station in life and grow from wherever we happen to find ourselves. Specifically at this time,
Bein Hametzarim, which is the saddest time of the year, we must take the message of the "myv»n" and not stay in a bad place.

These are days when our mood is dampened. The tzaar HaShechina is in the air and the days are melancholy in nature. The
Gemara tells us very clearly, when one enters the month of Av, his simcha is diminished. This is natural. The Koznitzer Maggid
is warning us: Don’t stay in a bad mood for too long. Being depressed leads to being unproductive. We need to keep picking
ourselves up and traveling to a place where we can come closer to our destination - which is kirvas Hashem.

Even sadness can be a tool for growth, as long as one realizes that it is only part of the journey and not the final destination.
42 days and nights of Bein Hametzarim are the 42 "myon” of Klal Yisroel in the midbar. Have a safe and meaningful journey!




