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S113: The sheer horror of the curses of the Tochacha often
neglect what might be perceived as a “minor” nuisance. We
plant a tree and it doesn’t produce fruit right away does not
seem to be so terrible but in the context of a punishment for
the Jewish people, it is quite significant. Hashem pr0v1des us

with bountiful fruits of the land but only when we listen to His
words. If a person will not appreciate all that Hashem does for
him - if a person will eat Hashem’s food and not make a
blessing, and not thank Him and show appreciation - then truly

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
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"9 4305 1 o - The Greatest Mltzva{f All (27)
Obligation to Learn Tanach. Previously, we discussed the
obligation to divide one’s learming into Mikra, Mishna and
Talmud, which include two distinct aspects: Learning some of
all three on a daily basis, and mastering the text of Tanach as
much as one is capable. To understand this correctly, we must
put this in proper perspective by balancing two sets of statements
made by the Sages of the Talmud, as well as a bit of historical
information pertaining to the learning of Tanach today.
Importance of Gemara. Chazal tell us (1) that learning Gemara
is more important than learning Mishna, and learning Mishna is
more important than learning Tanach (Posukim of Torah, Neviim
and Kesuvim). Additionally, the Sages teach us 2): y3 022 W'’
"N - which Rashi interprets as follows: “Hold back your sons
from learning Posukim too much, because it pulls a person
(away from learning other important topics).” The implication
is that one should focus on Gemara more than psukei Tanach.
Importance of Tanach. On the posuk 3): W25 NWN O W'
"N 1279, Rashi explains that just as a kallah (bride) is decorated
with 24 omaments on her wedding day, a falmid chacham
(Torah scholar) should be decorated with fluency in the 24
books of Tanach. This can only be accomplished with the study of
Tanach, which implies that Tanach is also an important limud.
Program. It would seem that the balance needed is to indeed
learn Tanach, but to do it quickly and rapidly, allowing more
time for other subjects of Torah study. Ideally, we should follow

he will not be blessed and the fruit trees will not grow!
aRp

—5._:)5‘)—& RO '{gbwﬁﬁ 193 9711

DL TIVITP TINT TN TP D010 WRI
the programmed time schedule mentioned in Pirkei Avos @:
“Five years (is the age) for the study of Mikra (Tanach). Ten, for
the study of Mishna .... Fifteen, for the study of Talmud.” The
background of Tanach and Mishna is needed before teaching
Gemara at age 15. The Maharal in many of his seforim insists
that this should be our way of learning. A person who is educated
in this system will only need to review the posukim of Tanach in
a much shorter manner, to make sure that he remembers it (5).

A Change Occurred. Even though our style of Torah education
does begin with Chumash being taught to the young children, for
many generations mechanchim (educators) have not been
following this program of Chazal to initially learn the whole
Tanach. The Chasam Sofer () writes at length that the Gedolim
and Rabbanim in previous generations recognized that many
people who spent years learning Tanach without the strong oral
tradition (rmesorah) of Gemara, were lacking the proper depth of
Emunah with negative results. As a result, they decided to “speed
up” the children’s education of Mishna and Gemara, and it
yielded much better results. The intention was that when one
would stand on his own feet in deeper, more intensified learning,
he would automatically “catch up” and become much more
fluent in Tanach 7). Unfortunately, many individuals failed to
“catch up” in this area, leaving a gaping gap for Torah scholars,
and certainly ordinary Jews, who have poor knowledge in
Tanach. This was also recognized by various Gedolim who
sought to fix it and improve the situation, see Pri Megadim ).
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Pnei Yehoshua, R’ Yaakov Yehoshua Falk z¢”’l would say:
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“09Y NN NN Y2 MY I XINA NIT ONXIPY - Why does the Torah state that liberty is to be proclaimed to all of

the land of Israel’s

‘inhabitants’ in the year of Yovel (Jubilee), when in reality it is only the Jewish indentured

servants who are freed? The answer is found in the Gemara (5 YWWPp): ‘He who acquires a Hebrew servant (»21y T1y)
acquires a master over himself.” By Jewish law, a master is obligated to maintain his servant in a high degree of
dignity and comfort. Accordingly, both master and servant are relieved of their ‘servitude’ when Yovel comes.”

R’ Chaim Yossel Kofman shlit’a (Machsheves Halev) would say:

“9ON» YTT 12 W YT W - Why is the word Y17 meaning uncle, spelled both times without a vav? The Gemara
Sanhedrin (nY) tells us that either Dovid HaMelech himself or one of his descendents will be the eventual Moshiach.
Therefore, with regard to our salvation (N>w), the word y17 without a vav can be rearranged to spell 7. This tells us
that either Dovid himself, or Y1712’ - a child of Dovid, "ox» - will be our Moshiach, b’mheira b’yameinu.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Admiration is a very shortlived passion, that immediately decays upon growing familiar with its object.”
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A few weeks after the Six Day War, the Maggid of Jerusalem, HaGaon R’ Shabsi Yudelevitz z¢”l, was approached
by a young, resourceful man who served as a liaison to the officers and soldiers of the Israeli army. “Rabbi Yudelevitz, I
want you to say a few words to the soldiers. Come and strengthen them in their Fear of Heaven.”

“Leave me be,” said R’ Shabsi, as it was well known that the soldiers were not receptive to the words of Rabbanim,
especially after the amazing victories they believed they had won. Many Israelis adopted an attitude of »> nwy »m DX INd"
"M 9NN NN - “My strength and the might of my hand made me all this wealth” - which is an attribution of one’s own
accomplishments and superior abilities rather than to the Hand of Hashem. But the man was very insistent. He sent
numerous requests, and eventually the renowned Maggid agreed to come and speak words of Torah to the soldiers.

They were all seated and waiting, hundreds perhaps thousands in uniform with their insignias on their shoulder. It was
clear that there was great arrogance in the military at that time. In the weeks, months and years after the Six Day war, the
IDF enjoyed sacred status, one that garnered almost universal respect from the world, and the rank and file was smug.

R’ Shabsi sat down in a reserved spot and began to prepare his thoughts. At the same time, he listened to the words of the
commanding officer as he delivered the opening greetings to the assembly. He spoke with pride about various military
subjects, and how the IDF is now feared and respected by all of its enemies. Suddenly, he stood silent for a moment, and
raised his hand. He turned to R’ Shabsi and said, “Who isn’t aware that our air force greatly contributed to the last victory of
the war? The engineering corps also fully contributed in the most critical areas. The soldiers of the infantry gave their lives to
further our victory. In short, our great victory was achieved by the contribution of men on the ground, in the air, and on the
seas.” He paused with a half-smile on his lips. “Soldiers, a rabbi from Jerusalem has come here, perhaps from Meah Shearim
or some other yeshivah, to tell you about the contribution that the yeshivah students made to our victory....!”” Laughter erupted
as the soldiers loudly applauded, and the officer finished his talk by saying with cynicism, “Over to you, Rabbi!”

R’ Shabsi stood up and walked to the podium. With great poise, he calmed his inner turmoil and began to speak.
“Gentlemen, dear soldiers, a question has been raised: How did yeshivah students contribute to the military victory? What
part did they play in the great victory of the armed forces? Well, as you and I both know, before the war the general
consensus of military leaders was that we were looking at a devastating war. They were speaking about 60,000 dead, and it
was already decided that large plots of land were going to be set aside in several cites as makeshifts cemeteries during the
war. With so many dead, who was going to bury them? Yeshivah students, naturally! They would have mobilized
themselves to bury them, like a Chevra Kadisha that devotes itself to this sacred mitzvah. Of course, the honorable officer
who just gave his speech would have proclaimed that yeshivah students had greatly contributed to the overall situation.

“However, the Holy One blessed be He, did not want us, yeshivah students, to neglect the study of Torah. That is
because the whole world exists only by the merit of Torah, as it is written: ‘If not for My covenant, I would not have
appointed days and nights, the decrees of heaven and earth.” That is why it was proclaimed on high that they would
‘forgo’ these 60,000 dead, and that the merit of learning Torah would protect them! As a result, I tell you from this podium
that we yeshivah students - specifically through our intense Torah learning - have contributed 60,000 to the people of

Israel! We yeshivah students also contributed large plots of land in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. Is fighting all you really want
to do? What does it matter to you if Hashem granted life to myriads of soldiers, and that instead of temporary battles we
have fine areas of land with green grass? Get up and thank the Holy One blessed be He, for having given you life!”

Loud applause was heard throughout the hall. It was clear that R’ Shabsi’s message had resonated with the soldiers.
Torah is life and Torah study increases life and thwarts an evil decree of dgath. Ameilus B’ Torah protects the one learning

as well as 60,000 extra lives!
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Swmn: Every bit of food and drink contains a great deal of
holiness. R’ Yaakov Meir Shechter shlit’a tells a story
about a tzaddik from a previous generation, R’ Avraham
Chaim Levine z#”l, also known as the “Malach” (angel)
due to his ascetic ways. He was once sitting at his table by
Shalosh Seudos surrounded by his disciples, when he
suddenly turned to them and announced that he wished to
show them an amazing object, something they never saw
before in their entire lives, and will never see again.

The students waited with great anticipation, wondering
about this wonderful thing they were about to see, when the

Rebbe took out an apple from his bag and held it up. “Look
at this apple,” he said to the students. “This fruit is unique -
it is a brand new item that has never been, and never will be
in this world. This specific apple contains its own specific
combination of spiritual forces and sparks of holiness. No
other apple will have the exact same ingredients!”

R’ Levine gave off a righteous glow. “Figure it out for
yourselves. If someone goes ahead and eats this specific
apple without making a blessing, or even with a hurried and
improper blessing, look how much he has destroyed, how
much kedusha he has caused to be lost for all eternity!”

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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The Torah tells us that if your brother becomes poor “with you” you should strengthen him so that he can live “with
you.” My question is, why does the Torah say "pay" (“with you”) twice? It seems to be redundant. Also, why does the

Torah say "anpnm” (literally “strengthen in him”); wouldn’t the correct grammar be "N npsnm” (“strengthen him™)?
My machshava here is as follows: People do not always know what is going on by “yenem” - another person’s personal
issues. Sometimes, a poor man will approach someone who is known as a rich man and ask him for money. What he doesn’t
know is that the rich man is also experiencing financial hardship. The rich man is struggling and could use a bit of chizuk
himself. The Torah tells: "y 7" - it can happen that a man becomes poor, "71y" - together with you. In other words, you are
both struggling, both experiencing financial difficulties. Nevertheless, says the posuk: "2 npwnm” - do your best to help him

and through him ("1"), you will be strengthened as well; "7y " - Hashem promises that both of you will live comfortably.
On this posuk, the Medrash quotes Tehillim (1-N0): "N NV NYI O 5T HR DoWN MUN' - “Praiseworthy is he who looks
after the poor; on a day of calamity Hashem will rescue him.” What is the meaning of these words? Perhaps we can say that
the link between "nyn 02" in this posuk and "2y > in our posuk is that it does not refer to the “day of calamity” for the one
on the receiving end, but rather the troubles of the one who is giving when he is also going through bad times. And yet, this
righteous man is praiseworthy for he nevertheless extends aid to the less fortunate even while experiencing his own financial
difficulties. For this reason, Dovid HaMelech uses the word ">»»wn" (wise) rather than "ym” (give) because he is acting wisely

by helping the poor, for by doing so, he will therefore be strengthened by the Ribono shel Olam together with the poor man.
kil T@w ’/(?ﬂ'u?)@ e o Hashem; when Hashem blesses them with overt hashgacha,
(2*-) n;:5 5 P 2NN n*p‘m D His name will be sanctified throughout the world. This can be

25 B2 nsbrnm
During World War I, the port city of Shanghai, where the compared to the spotlights used in theaters, which shine on
the performers on stage. The purpose of the lights is not for

PP TP T R TAN T U CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV

students of the Mir Yeshivah sought refuge, was a strategic

location occupied by the Japanese. Consequently, it was
heavily bombarded by American air raids. In light of the
imminent danger, the yeshivah students considered fleeing to
safer locales. The mashgiach, R’ Yechezkel Levenstein z¢”’l,
however, told them to remain where they were and assumed
personal responsibility for their safety. In the end, none of the
students were harmed in the bombings, and the Divine
protection they were afforded was so overt that even local
Japanese residents ran over to stand alongside the bochurim
whenever an air raid siren sounded, confident that the boys
had been granted supernatural protection for their Torah study.

One of the primary manifestations of kiddush Hashem is
through the Divine Providence granted to individuals who

the performers themselves to be able to see; rather, the
purpose is to allow the audience to see the performers more
clearly and to follow every move they make. Similarly, when
Hashem shines His "9 N" - His overt hashgacha, upon the
Jewish people, His purpose is not only to benefit the Jews,
but also to sanctify His name before the rest of the world by
highlighting the actions of the people who represent Him.

On the posuk, "NINN 95599 ©0YN 91 N2HD Y oY, the
Meshech Chochmah writes that when Bnei Yisroel observe
the Torah and mitzvos, they will be a “treasured nation”
(N>»o) subject to special 7v19 NMdwN. This Divine protection,
which will be clearly recognizable to the gentiles, will cause
the entire world to accept Hashem as the King of all Kings,

serve Hashem to their fullest. Klal Yisroel’s mission is to s,erve ,essentially making the whole world “belong” (9 »2) to Hashem.
EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON &= ViV e e FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
THE MIDDAH OF .... h%kﬂ% m/ﬂ/ 'J-[Y;:-‘J-ﬁ R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT Sll,l,()M()
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People sometimes wonder why a kind and loving G-d needs to punish His children harshly. If Hashem is "»0m 20" - the

“Good Who bestows Good,” why does He have to bring upon us so much pain and suffering? The answer is because Hashem
truly loves us! When one showers his children with goodness without any boundaries, giving them everything and never
punishing or reprimanding them when they behave improperly, what will happen? Will his children grow up to be extremely
appreciative, loving, kind and well-behaved? The answer is NO! His children will grow up to be selfish, spoiled brats!

Unbridled chessed is not real chessed. R’ Ezriel Tauber shlit’a explains that the first two middos in Sefiras Haomer are
Ton and NM). Avraham Avinu stood for chessed, but his chessed was extreme and he had a Yishmael. Yitzchok is the middah
of Gevurah , but this too was extreme and he had an Esav. Only Yaakov, who combined these two middos, had 12 tribes who
were all 1zaddikim. He embodied the middah of TIFERES which is the perfect synthesis of kindness and strength.

In Parshas Behar we read about Hashem’s blessings to us. He promises us so much goodness, even miracles if we keep His
Commandments! This is Hashem’s extreme middah of chessed! In Parshas Bechukosai we counter-balance that with
Hashem’s extreme middah of gevurah and din, with the Tochacha. This creates perfect harmony and truth. This is the
prerequisite for Torah. Perhaps this is why these 2 parshiyos are read together before Shavuous! Torah is EMES and EMES
means balance. No extreme is good and working on our middos means finding the right measurement for each of our traits.

The Parshiyos of Behar and Bechukosai teach us the important lesson of harmony. Do not be too strict and do not be too
nice! Know that the way to truth is by striking the perfect balance in our middos. This is true emulation of Hashem.




