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Sty The fire that constantly burned on the Mizbeach
(altar) was of Divine origin. It provided the flame of
inspiration that guided the Kohanim as they performed the
Korbanos in the Mishkan and the Temples. But Hashem do'es
Nl ‘1“ \¢ : P Yy ‘_
SRR YD
Relevant Questions for the Yom Tov of Pesach (1)

Pesach Cake: Kiddush B’Makom Seudah. To fulfill the
Mitzvah of Kiddush on Shabbos and Yom Tov, both day and
night, the Shulchan Aruch rules (1) that one is required to eat a
minimal “meal” in the same place that the Kiddush was made
("NTYD O P, as well as right away afterward. The basic
definition of a “meal” for this halacha is eating a k’zayis
(volume of half an egg) of bread or any other mezonos item,
except rice . If it is hard to eat the above, one can rely on the
psak that drinking a revi’is of wine (3 - 3.5 oz.) also counts like
consuming a meal 3). This means that the ¥ (one who recites
Kiddush) must first drink the majority of a revi’is for the halacha
of drinking the Kiddush cup, and then he, or any other person
who was yorzei wth him, should each drink a revi’is for ¥Wypp”
"nmyo opm. This applies to the night-time Kiddush and is
preferable by the day-time Kiddush as well. However, by the
day-time Kiddush, if there is a shortage of wine, or one finds it
hard to drink so much wine, he can drink one full revi’is and
count it for the Kiddush cup and for the “meal.” 4 The custom is
to equate grape juice with wine (5); some Poskim disagree ).
Shehakol Cake: Common Scenarios. According to the above,
“Pesach Cake” which is commonly made from potato starch and
whose "y n1oMa” (first blessing) is “Shehakol” and 157"
"X (after blessing) is “Borei Nefashos,” is not considered a
“meal.” Therefore, not only does one not fulfill the mitzvah of
Kiddush, as stated above, he also transgresses the halacha of not

D190 N9 7N (6) 1Y MIWN PO (5) VIOV PSN

R’ Moshe Sofer ZT”’L (Chasam §0fer) would say: MR oI ;':f.’,"n(-:;’;':,” Al mareq

“'NN AWUN DTN DD MNPINIR WYY - “To praise (Aharon and his sons) who did not turn away right or left.” (Rashi)
Why would Aharon and his sons turn away from a command of Hashem, that they were praised for not doing so? It is to
show us that they had no false modesty within them at all. Sometimes a person is asked to do something but he shakes
his head back and forth to portray his humility. Aharon and his sons did what they asked - no need to shake their heads.”

not send this exceptional fire unless there is a corresponding
passion, a burning flame that comes from human origin.
Every person must work to not only kindle his inner flame,
but to use this fire to go out and light up the entire world.

A ‘L R el \ n”
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eating before Kiddush. This is a very practical issue which
manifests itself on Pesach with a number of common scenarios.
In many hotels and Pesach programs, the morming Yom Tov meal
is not ready to accommodate so many guests until close to 12.30
or 1:00 pm. In the meantime, a Kiddush is served with potato
starch cake so people should have what to eat until the meal is
ready. Similarly, some shuls make a “Shevi’iy shel Pesach
Kiddush” where they serve such cake and this practice is not
simple as explained above. One way to avoid this issue is to
encourage people to drink a revi’is of wine, or at least grape juice.
Halachic Leniencies. There is a minority opinion of the Shiltei
Giborim (7 that one can fulfill the “meal” by eating fruit,
preferably cooked fruit ¢). We don’t hold like him, but if one is
hungry and there is nothing else to eat, and it’s the day-time
Kiddush which is more lenient than the night-time Kiddush,
some Poskim are lenient. The grape juice option is still better.
NOTE: This leniency (as well as using mezonos or wine), is
only in regard to validating the mitzvah of Kiddush. There is still
an independent obligation to have a bread - or in this case matza -
meal on Shabbos or Yom Tov. R’ Moshe Feinstein ZT"°L ) has
his own unique opinion that a person can make Kiddush just to
permit himself to eat, even not a food qualifying as a “meal”” and
later he must make Kiddush again with a meal.

Informing People. Unless it is self-understood, one should inform
people of this halacha by announcing or posting a sign that the
cake is “Shehakol” so that they should say the correct beracha.

WY (4) 22939 19192 MVYN (3) DOV (2) 3999 NN (1)

R’ Aharon Yaakov Greenberg ZT”L (quoted in Iturei Torah) would say:

“The custom to recite Haggadah shel Pesach on Shabbos HaGadol is based on the fact that we do not blow shofar
on Rosh Hashana that falls out on Shabbos. Rabba tells us (:02 1™) it is because since people are not fluent in the
mitzvah of shofar, one might carry his shofar outside and bring it to an expert to teach him how to blow. On Pesach
which falls out on Shabbos, this same concern would apply. One who is not fluent in the Haggadah will carry his
Haggadah to a rabbi to teach him how to correctly read the words and thereby violate the Shabbos. It became customary
to “practice” reading the Haggadah a few days before - and thus the minhag to say it on Shabbos HaGadol was born!”
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Chazal tell us: “When the Kohanim wear their special clothes they have the proper sanctity of the Kehuna (priesthood);
when they do not wear their clothes they do not have the full sanctity of Kehuna.” (x> ©>n2y) Evidently, clothes can affect a
person to such a degree that his special sanctity is dependent on them. And conversely, one can appreciate the negative
effect of ostentatious and immodest clothes, with which a Jew - and especially a Bas Yisroel - attracts attention to herself.
Not only do these clothes bring impurity to the world, but, being “articles of rumah,” they rebound on their wearer and
influence him or her negatively. Refined clothing worn with #znius and purity of mind, however, underpin the sanctity of
the Jewish people. Being “articles of purity” they constantly inject higher degrees of purity and kedusha into their wearer.

While still a young man, Chacham Raphael Boruch Toledano ZT”’L successfully established a system of social
organizations geared to assisting the poor and needy in his hometown of Meknes, Morocco. His initiatives included a
society to assist ill patients, a charity to provide clothing for the needy, and a fund for underprivileged brides. Upon his
father’s passing, Chacham Raphael assumed the mantle of leadership in Meknes and he distinguished himself as an
influential communal leader who involved himself tirelessly in the religious and practical needs of his flock.

On one occasion, Chacham Raphael traveled to the Atlas Mountains to tend to an important communal matter. During his
visit, he observed the sorrowful state of poverty suffered by the Jewish residents of one of the outlying towns and it hurt him
deeply. Most of the town’s residents did not have adequate clothing for the approaching winter. Children roamed the streets in
tattered shoes, many without socks, and they often suffered from frostbite. Postponing the original purpose of his visit,
Chacham Raphael chose instead to make every effort to alleviate the suffering endured by these destitute Jews. He embarked
on an intensive campaign to collect material so that the town’s residents could be properly clothed during the winter months.

Though his fund-raising efforts were somewhat successful, he found himself unable to obtain the required materials.
This was during the tumultuous period of World War II, when many commodities were rationed. Material for winter
clothing was in high demand for army uniforms, and the chacham could not acquire the materials he needed, for any price.

The situation became even more dire when a messenger arrived at the chacham’s house with an order to come
immediately to the governor’s mansion. An informant had reported to the governing body that the rabbi was violating the
law with illegal fundraising activities, which, due to wartime conditions, were strictly banned. The public nature of the
chacham’s infraction rendered it an act of civil defiance, punishable with an extended prison term.

The governor questioned the rabbi, asking him why he had committed such a grievous civil offense. Chacham Raphael
vividly described to the governor the situation of the residents of the remote Atlas Mountains, depicting the pain and
suffering of innocent children during the harsh winter months. He then rose from his chair and placed a sack full of money
on the table and, addressing the governor with a firm and confident voice, said, “Your Honor, please note that the entire
fundraising campaign was actually done on your behalf. I have no ties whatsoever to the Atlas Mountains. The only
common bond between those people and myself is your reputation, as you are the one who administers to both districts. I,
as a dedicated citizen, have done my civic duty in putting together the funds; I respectfully request that you do your part
and make available the cloth that is necessary for immediate shipment to those unfortunate citizens.”

The governor was touched and impressed by the chacham’s courage and sensitivity. As a politician, the governor knew
that he could bolster his standing among the citizenry by performing this simple act of kindness. He immediately
authorized the release of large quantities of the finest winter clothing and their immediate shipment to the affected towns.
The clothing was obtained at a small percentage of the actual price, and all shipment costs were covered by the governor's
office. The incident was widely reported in the newspapers and resulted in a remarkable Kiddush Hashem, as it publicized

the dedication and sensitivity of the Jewish community and its beloved
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acham. Adapted from “A Legacy of

Leaders” by Yehuda Azoulay

(-1 131 1350 85 Mo Oy TN TN o

Swin: Many years ago, two young men dreamed of leaving
their tiny little village and making it to the big city. It was
there, they were convinced, they would strike it rich and be
successful in any endeavor they put their minds to. This
dream was one that they not only dreamed about privately,
they would discuss it with each other, looking forward to
exploring new vistas and creating new opportunities.

They were close friends but their minds worked
completely opposite of one another. If one was detail-
oriented and prudent by nature, the other was carefree and

and flippant. Thus, it was no coincidence that on the
evening when they both set out to explore the world and
were offered torches to help them find their way, one boy
accepted it happily while the other said he didn’t need it; he
will find his way without a light.

A few months later, the two came back to the village and
were asked about their experiences. The second boy said, “T
found nothing but darkness in the world.”

However, the first boy smiled and answered, “Indeed,
everywhere I went, I found light.”

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV
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Rashi cites four instances when a person brings a Korban Todah, to thank Hashem for saving him from a life-threatening
situation. We mention them every day in Shemona Esrai, right after the fefillah of "®T1", when we say, "n2© 77 DN 5"
Chazal tell us that the word "o»n" refers to: "N (sickness), "0 »T" (sea traveler), "©o»" (imprisoned), "270" (desert).
Today, sadly, we don’t have a Bais Hamikdash, so when a person is saved by Hashem, he recites the “Birchas Hagomel” -
"0 55 0MY O DN DN .. A" (“Blessed ... Who bestows good upon the guilty, who has bestowed every goodness
upon me”’) It is said before a minyan of ten men to publicize the chessed that Hashem did for him. In response, those present
announce: N9 2V Y5 ToN» NN W 99 1o m" (“The One who bestowed you with goodness, shall always bestow you with
goodness”). The Gemara characterizes this as: "Pnyn Dy Py 7ayn 9y 71an" - “Blessing the past, and crying out for the
Sfuture.” Why? Why do we answer this beracha with a prayer for the future, unlike all other blessings that just get an amen?

In Parshas Vayeitzei, after Leah gave birth to her fourth child, she said: "nnNnTX 0oyan" (“This time I thank Hashem”) and
immediately after that, the Torah tells us she stopped having children. Rochel, on the other hand, named her first child Yosef
and said: "N Y15 "N 90" (“Hashem should give me another son”) and shortly thereafter she gave birth to Binyamin. When
one only gives thanks for the past, that good will come to a halt, whereas if one gives thanks for the future as well, he is sure to
receive extra bounty in the future. Thus, the “Birchas Hagomel” which takes the place of the Korban Todah - the only korban
that in the future will not be 52 - requires us to give future thanks as well, since everything Hashem does is always for the good.

DRUSH V'CHIDDUSH
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The Medrash here states as follows: ““Tnd onNpb S8’ -
‘Deliver those who are drawn to death’ - this refers to the
two sons of Aharon (Nadav and Avihu, who were
killed); "Twnn OX D 0V - ‘and those that are ready to
be slain will You come to their rescue’ - this refers to the
two sons who were ready to be slain (Elazar and Isamar,
but were kept alive) ... two were killed and two were saved
... Rav Yehoshua ben Levi says, ‘Teshuvah accomplishes
all; Tefillah accomplishes half.” The Eitz Yosef explains
that when Moshe Rabbeinu prayed on behalf of the
children of Aharon, his prayers were only able to effect a
partial salvation, and for this reason, only the last two sons
of Aharon were saved from a fiery death.

Our idea of prayer is sometimes distorted. We often think
that when we pray, Hashem is required to give us what we
feel we need and we are disappointed when our wishes are

not always granted in full. It is told that a man once asked the
Maggid of Trisk, R’ Avraham Twersky ZT”’L, about the
meaning of the above Medrash that “Prayer accomplishes
half,” meaning Hashem will grant only half of what a
person requests. “I don’t understand this,” the man said.
“We all know that Hashem’s resources are unlimited. If He
is going to respond to a person’s request, why only give him
half? Why not give him everything he asks for?”

The Maggid responded, “You misunderstand the meaning
of this Medrash. What Chazal are telling us is that a person’s
desires are often far greater than his needs, but he fails to see
that his desires are excessive. However, if one prays
properly and concentrates on the words of the fefillah, he
will surely come to an awareness of what is really important
in life, and he will then realize that many of the things he
had thought necessary are really superfluous.” The Maggid
smiled and concluded, “My friend, ‘Prayer accomplishes
half’ means that it reduces a person’s requests by half.”
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I we look back in history, it is interesting to note that it was always at the greatest moments of our people that we were “as

one man with one heart.” Kabbolas HaTorah, Krias Yam Suf, Binyan Bais Hamikdash. In truth, it is probably the other way
around. It was probably the great unity of Klal Yisroel that merited those awesome experiences. Achdus - Unity, is comprised
of three levels: "oxw» 1Ty oni” The Mahara’l ZT”L writes that when Bnei Yisroel brought the korban Pesach in the Bais
Hamikdash, they were composed of these three groups, which represented total unity and was accomplished through the korban
Pesach. ">np" symbolizes physical unity, doing a mitzvah all together. "nTy" represents unity of the mind, when people come
together with a common goal. "oNw" is the unity of the soul, when we, as a holy nation, are fully connected and intertwined on
a neshama level. This third level is the peak of Achdus, a level of unification that only the Jewish people can achieve.

Rabbi Zev Leff Shlit’a explains that this achievement of total unity actually began on the tenth of Nisan when the former
slaves of Egypt purposefully and courageously took a lamb, tied it to their bedposts and prepared to offer it as a sacrifice to the
Almighty on the night of Pesach. They knew the risks they were taking, since the lamb was the god of the Egyptians! Bnei
Yisroel forged an incredible bond of unification - body and soul - as they defied their taskmasters and expressed allegiance,
devotion and love to the One and only Lord, Hashem! This great act of self-sacrifice and unity paved the foundation of Am
Yisroel and the great redemption from Egypt. This is why the Shabbos before Pesach is called “Shabbos HaGadol” - The
GREAT SHABBOS, for it was on this day - 10th of Nisan - that the great Unity of KlalYisroel was founded! May we merit the
final redemption by expressing our greatness and showing the world the great unity of the Jewish People, in mind, body and spirit.




