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A SERIES IN HALACHA

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ﬂw'y@‘%/ ﬂg&ﬂ

"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (118)
Kavod HaTorah: Walking With a Talmid Chacham. The
Gemara (1) tells us and it is brought in Shulchan Aruch (), that
when a person walks with a Talmid Chacham or his Rebbi, he
should walk on the left and the Talmid Chacham or Rebbi
should walk on the right. This is a formal way of honoring him
even while walking. Additionally, one should allow the one
being honored to walk slightly ahead of him. This means that
even though they are basically walking side by side, he should
let himself be a fraction behind. If there are three people
walking, the Talmid Chacham should walk in the middle. If
among the other two, one is clearly more knowledgeable, he
should be on the right of the Talmid Chacham, and the other one
on the left. As we said before, both of them should walk slightly
behind the Talmid Chacham. Even though there is a Gemara 3)
that says we do not honor another while walking on a path, that
refers to someone who just happens to meet a Rebbi and walks
briefly with him. However, if they set out as a group, the above
halachos do apply @. Even if one or all of the people involved
are lefties (™ o), none of these halachos change (3).

Entering and Exiting a Doorway. When walking with a Talmid
Chacham and they come to a doorway, they should honor him by
letting him walk in first ). Even if it is not a doorway with a
Mezuza, as long as it is a proper doorway (not just a break in a
wall or fence), this honor should be done. In the times of the
Mishna and Gemara, proper etiquette for honoring another was
that a student would exit a doorway first and then clear the way
for his Rebbi, as we see in Derech Eretz Zuta (7. However, the
custom has changed and nowadays it is the honorable way to
allow the Talmid Chacham or Rebbi to exit first @).

Entering a Toilet or Bath House. The Gemara ) teaches us,
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according to the explanations of Rav Nissim Gaon and the
Meiri, that if a room is not considered an honorable place, such
as a toilet room or bath house, one does not especially allow
another to go ahead of him, nor open the door for him, unless he
is old or weak and cannot do it for himself. No one clearly argues
on this logical practice and we should adhere to it.
Grabbing Opportunity. One should grab any opportunity to
walk with a Talmid Chacham for a number of reasons. He can
get the mitzvah of honoring him just by accompanying him, and
in the manner they walk, as mentioned above. He will also likely
hear words of Torah and chochmah (wisdom), as well as have a
chance to observe the Tualmid Chacham from close, and
sometimes even to serve him, which is also a mitzvah.

BT YT 9351 - BT 3

The Gid Hanasheh Controversy - Chulin Perek Gid Hanasheh
There was once a butcher/treiberer who announced that he knows
(and can prove) which is the real Gid Hanasheh and that for years,
Jews have been removing the wrong sinew (Gid) from animals. This
created a huge uproar in Klal Yisroel. R’ Yonason Eibshutz zt”],
however, didn't buy it and proved his theory wrong by quoting from the
Smag ()y1n mxn 190) who states that this issur is relevant to males
and females (nap» ~ov) and the sinew that the butcher was referring

to was only found in male animals. This means he was surely wrong.
This psak puzzled many Gedolim for almost 200 years since the
Smag is clearly referring to the fact that this issur applies to men and
women alike, not male and female animals. In a fascinating discovery
of an original version of R’ Yonason's sefer Kreisi UPleisi in 1930, the
words x"no are crossed out and replaced by y'nv, a different sefer|
(quoted in the Tur). There it says that the Gid Hanasheh is assur in

both male and female animals! R’ Yonason was vindicated!
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Maharal M’Prague, R’ Yehuda Loewy zt”l (Gur Aryeh) would say:
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“TTYN PWN PWNn NP MON' - The word "ow' is used twice to allude to the two Temples that were taken as collateral

772 722 IRANT XD 0Ty RP2Y 719XA2 1 2D AR KD oy b
TSR R NN o R a1 550 1Run KD DORYIT R [/ MI00 oMK
mwyn By PR KW By 7apn o WYY My own oo onrnia PR
PRY IR 19IR2 20 117 T2 1R “ON2wnma 12 Wonw T Y R D
=aR1 23 pyD nov TR 27 M1 By A My ow 5P xowp XD
°D OW I PSR DT 1O Y TR Y DY pone pRY
TP IVAINT *PY> 1377 NP2 By 7 R e nenl PaR ow ayn 1w
QW RIPRT w722 R 71 N2 WM ONPN3 TR BRI DR R XY
SR go oo SxWe By ot i wpab 1o 17apn DR mwn e Y
Sy ooy 203 PRY TN 52 Ty 3T RO BT Nomaw 0MEn TN e
OTo TP PP O OTIA SPOw A 2P 1R R DI IR Wy
mbn ArnY AR 2T PR Y2 O . T 1w TR b
SR DY RO T 7D Pav MY DY 73R O W MY PR SR
X DR 720w IR DAR 9P 10T TY T T oy e
RIWT AMT 2R DR OX °2 WIW DR 7T R PR T 90 By MY

/ORI DIMINY Ay INY DY 072 20w My XD 1990 Jan

4 PP -
T IV TS IR
mmmwmvbammmw N

o e *?Sy TPE N DY ISWE 1SRN TTIRD MON

30 PITPT JOWE [SWIT TR MONT 2SN IR — (ka-1b)

5Y P10 *wA 1wnnIw wIpnd N Dy 3w own wen” e
Twyn By mapn o AW SRS ATy Y0 1own SR Sw rrmany
AP KD R IYRY OO PNEYA WP O INPOw AW Y Ay
N2 MWL R CITAT DY RS TIOXR M Own TN ROR RwTY
5y oRp (TR RATTORT X R W XTI TN 200 K9 10w 1w
2037 IR 30 AR AR YR AT R DAY 1P 13T e 1owen
SR 5w TP rImy DY P3N 33 1ownniw wpn mTw KPR 9w b

w7 PRy O I MY PR mmbn o 10T & DAk - My own

NN P oY 23R TN P 2R TR KD Y70 O OInaT e
Ow IR YpD R Tam DRI 100 DRI 110 M WO %2 By AR e
ROy K91 /R ORI RONW *B 59 AN'W [P0 ORTW KON N7 DR
RPT 727 DR R 7 7RI TT0D W0 4R AN 1 1ER RO DX
79 /191 77127 525 BRI K17 T XOXR POV DRI TR e 1w Do

by the two Churbanos (destructions). (Rashi) Since Chazal tell us that the first Luchos were destroyed due to ayin hara
(Medrash Tanchuma) in the previous parsha, now that the Torah is counting every article in the Mishkan, and 727 55’
'y Py 11 VoW PN (the evil eye pervades objects that are counted), the Torah alludes to the fact that the Temples were
destroyed as a result of ayin hara. Our only consolation is that it is just a collateral (yown) but will be returned by the Geula.”

R’ Pinchas Menachem Yustman z¢’I (Sifsei Tzaddik) would say:

“O>Na N¥PY M N X WP - Rashi explains: “They would spin the gold together with the threads, beating the
foils thin and cutting from them threads along the length of the foil, making the threads intertwined with every kind of
material on the breastplate and ephod.’ From this we learn that people whom Hashem has blessed with wealth must not
consider themselves superior to others. Rather, they should act humbly and 'intertwine’ with those people who have not
been similarly blessed, like the thread of gold that was interwoven with the other components.”

A Wise Man would say: “Perseverance is the hard work you do after you get tired of doing the hard work you already did.”
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Ohne of the final acts of Hakamas HaMishkan (erecting the Sanctuary) was the installment of the Kiyor, the copper
wash basin from which the Kohanim would wash their hands and feet before doing any form of avodah. This is referred to
as "o O WPP” - sanctifying hands and feet. We, too, wash our hands and immerse in a mikva to sanctify ourselves at
certain times, much like the Kohanim did in the times of the Mishkan and Batei Mikdash. The Sefer HaChinuch provides
us with an insight into the unique power of water and washing one’s hands. He writes that the world was created with
water covering the entire planet. Hashem said, “Let the waters gather in one place and dry land emerge from the waters.”
(0-X WN2) Just as the dry land emerged from the water, a new and fresh entity, similarly a person who is under water (and
cannot exist for more than a matter of seconds) emerges new and fresh from the “waters on earth” of the mikva. He comes out
almost an entirely new entity with the previous undesirable effects washed away. So too, we must not underestimate the
power of the hand-washing water to purify and sanctify ourselves when we keep the halachos of washing properly.

Upon the death of the famed Noam Elimelech, R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk z¢”I, two of his close chassidim felt bereft
and lost without the guidance and purity of their Rebbe. They wandered from place to place, seeking new leaders and
mentors who can fill the shoes of their previous Rebbe, but who can replace a tzaddik like the Noam Elimelech? Their
quest seemed almost impossible and this caused them no uncertain amount of angst, despair and hopelessness.

As they wandered, they came upon the town of Anipoli, and one said to the other, “Why don’t we seek out the Rebbe’s
brother, R’ Zusia of Anipoli (z£”’)? Perhaps he can guide us or at the very least, direct us in our never-ending quest.”

His friend liked the idea, but as the day was beginning to fade and nightfall was fast approaching, they were forced to
stay overnight in a small inn, a few kilometers from Anipoli. It was not a Jewish inn, and the proprietor as well as the
patrons were not Jewish, so these two chassidim felt quite alone in the loud and unsavory environs of the tavern.

It was cold and dark outside, and the well of water was located a short walk from the inn. Unlike today, when we turn a
faucet and water spurts forth to our heart’s content, in those days of old, one needed to draw water from the outdoor well
and bring it inside for use. Water drawing was almost exclusively done during the day and if one did not prepare water for
himself, he would have no choice but to wait until the following morning to have access to water. The two chassidim had
arrived late and had not prepared water for themselves. This put them into a quandary as they needed water for Netilas
Yadayim in the morning, upon awakening. The gentile who rented them the room laughed when they asked if he had any
water for them and no one was willing to go out and draw water at that time of night. What were they to do?

One chasid said to his friend that this is a classic example of "MV XN O - when the Torah absolves a person of his
obligation due to his inability to fulfill the mitzvah. In the morning, when he can obtain water, he will wash his hands then. But
this didn’t sit well with his friend. How can a person go about his day without washing Netilas Yadayim? He would prefer not
sleeping to waking up and not having water to wash with. But then, he had a brilliant idea. He went back into the tavern and
bought a bottle of beer. He kept it near his bed and first thing in the morning, he washed his hands with a full bottle of beer!

The two friends continued on their journey first thing in the morning. One had washed his hands with beer while the
other waited quite some time until he managed to acquire some water and then he washed. They arrived in Anipoli and
immediately made their way to the home of R’ Zusia. He met them at the door and warmly ushered them in. But then he
stopped and looked straight at the man who had waited to wash his hands. Refusing to shake his hand, he said, “You must
have been a chasid of my brother, R’ Elimelech. I can see that all the years as your Rebbe, he worked hard to remove your
impurities and defilement (xnnw) of sin, but as a result of not washing Netilas Yadayim correctly, it has all come back!”

The two chassidim were shocked at the obvious Ruach Hakodesh of R’ Zusia and immediately took him to be their Rebbe!
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Dovid Hamelech devoted his entire life to collecting
precious material for the Bais HaMikdash and would have
given the world to see its construction. Unfortunately,
Hashem deemed it inappropriate for a man whose hands
shed so much blood (for good reasons) to build His home
that was meant for world gathering and peace. Hashem told
Dovid, “You shall not build the house, but your son ... he
shall build the house for My Name.” True, a father always
wants his son to succeed him, however this was Dovid’s
life’s dream. Why did Hashem say this to Dovid?
R’ Zev Gold shlit’a (Imrei Yehoshua) explains that

Dovid proclaimed: “One thing I seek from Hashem; that 1
may dwell in His house all the days of my life.” As much as
Dovid craved for the opportunity to build a physical home for
Hashem, his purpose in life was to bask in the glory of the
Almighty, no matter where he was or what his circumstances
were. Dovid Hamelech’s service to Hashem was of a higher
caliber and was meant to teach future generations how a true
servant of Hashem is meant to act. He was a "1>"" - a go-
getter, a man who lived to serve Hashem with all his heart, no
matter what was asked of him. Even though he did not
physically build the Bais HaMikdash, because his son
Shlomo went to great lengths to construct it in the best way
possible, Dovid’s true purpose in life was borne out.
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The accounting of how the various donations for the Mishkan were used takes up a significant amount of space in our
parsha. R Moshe Feinstein z¢’l feels that this concept of reckoning not only applies to the Mishkan in the desert, but applies
equally to every aspect of our lives and every moment of our existence. We think that Hashem’s gifts are ours for us to use at
our discretion, but this is a colossal error. The Torah tells us exactly how to use these gifts and accounts for every one of these
gifts. Likewise, each one of us is born with certain talents and abilities; some are Rebbeim who are mechanech our children;
some are sofrim who write Tefillin and Mezuzos. Some have beautiful voices to become Baalei Tefillah, etc, and each one will
have to give an accounting of how he used his G-d-given gifts and talents. We must remember that Hashem placed us in this
world and gave us these gifts for specific purposes and not utilizing them is tantamount to using them inappropriately.

Parshas Terumah and Tetzaveh tell us how to build the Mishkan; why does the Torah repeat it almost word for word in
Parshas Vayakhel and Pekudei? My machshava is that when we undertake to do something for Hashem - and our own
Mishkan as well - we have to use all of our talents and always finish the job in its entirety. In the first two parshiyos, the Torah
tells us, “V’asu” - they shall make, and “Ta’asu” - you should make. However, in the final parshiyos of Shemos, it says
“Vayaas” and “Vayaasu” - in other words they finished whatever work they accepted to do. What we undertake means
nothing unless we complete that undertaking and accomplish fully what we set out to do. Only then, in Parshas Pekudei, the
Torah tells us, "nwnN ONNX T2 - Moshe Rabbeinu blessed the people, for they had done everything properly and were now
worthy of the beracha: "0 nwyNa NPV NIWNY P81 N" - Hashem should rest His Divine Spirit in the product of your work.

Let us use all we’ve been given for kvod shamayim. This is worth a final blessing: Chazak Chazak V’N’nischazek!
ﬂ'@ﬂ = 5 1 ﬂ'@“? “2@'@ how a Jewish man was mechalel Shabbos by smoking on this
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Yom: A young Jewish man from London was drafted into the
British Army and fought against the wicked Nazis in a
number of European theaters during the Second World War.

On one of his furloughs, he came back to London and
made a point to visit R’ Yechezkel Abramsky z¢”’I, the chief
Dayan of London. R’ Chatzkel knew the man and inquired
as to how his religious observance was faring. The young
man replied that he was careful to keep kosher, but due to the
stress of war and battle, he smoked heavily and could not
restrain himself even on Shabbos. He hoped Hashem would
forgive him for this “slight”” misdeed, as he called it.

R’ Chatzkel told him that after 120 years, when he went
up to face the heavenly tribunal, he will find two books open
before him. In one book, it will state how he was moser nefesh
to fight against a terrible enemy in a war against the Jewish

nation, a huge mitzvah indeed. In the other book. it will state
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holy day, a terrible sin. “Believe me,” said R’ Chatzkel,
“Hashem will not weigh your sin against the value of your
mitzvah. He will reward you for the great mitzvah you have
done, but he will punish you severely for the sin of violating
the Shabbos. Don’t ever think that Hashem overlooks your
‘misdeed’ and lets it pass. Everything has its own reckoning.”
“em3: Some people feel that since they give charity or assist
others in many ways, therefore they can relax their standards
in other areas of avodas Hashem. The Torah here tells us that
even after the Jewish people went above and beyond to
donate their jewelry, gold, silver and precious stones to the
Mishkan, nevertheless, “All that Hashem commanded of
Moshe, they fulfilled.” They were not satisfied to say we’ve
done enough, we did what Hashem asked, and now we can
go back to our normal ways. Hashem reckons each and every
action independently, and one cannot ease up on his mitzvah

erformance just because he does other good deeds.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
' MAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

The Mishkan was a Sanctuary, literally a place of real kedushah, a pervasive sanctity that engulfed anyone who was there.

It was, in fact, the holiest place on Earth, the “Home” of HaMikdash - the Holy One blessed be He. In order to develop an
appreciation for the unique spirituality and holiness of the Mishkan, let us understand what exactly is kedushah, holiness?

An elderly woman was once rushed to the hospital due to an emergency resulting from a persistent medical condition. As
she was being wheeled through the corridors in the throes of agony, she cried out to Hashem in her heart, “Hashem, I am
not asking You to make me better, since You know better than I do what is good for me. But I beg You, Hashem, please
help me be close to You and love You - no matter what I have to go through.” As soon as she completed her intimate
request, the pain disappeared. It was like the pain had never been there to begin with.

“You see,” she later explained, “the point of everything that happens in life is only to bring us closer to Hashem. That’s
what He wants. He loves us so much - all He wants is that we love Him back with every fiber of our being.”

The "owTpPn wN" was called the “Holy of Holies” because it was the most conducive place for man to connect with
Hashem. Kiddush on Shabbos and Yom Tov is a tool for connecting on a day that is meant for closeness to Hashem. This is
why it is called “Shabbos Kodesh” and Yom Tov is a “Moed” from the word “Vaad” - a meeting between us and Hashem.

Every day we long for the Bais HaMikdash, the place of ultimate connection, known as "YW 95 wwwn' - “Joy of the earth”
because it is only through real kedushah - a real relationship with Hashem - that we can feel true simcha in this world.




