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Sr13: There is more to the myriad halachos, customs and
practices in the Torah than meets the eye. Although ours is
much less of an agricultural society than it was in the olden
days, and people do not generally deal with issues of goring
oxen, piercing the ears of slaves, and donkeys collapsing

under the weight and strain of overburdened loads, we must
still read, study and learn all about them for there is much
wisdom therein, wisdom that applies to our daily lives in
today’s day and age. Remember, it’s all in the Torah, but it

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂw X @%)

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"B9Y9 125 N Tmom’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (15)
Learning is like Fulfilling. Since this week is Parshas
Shekalim, it is proper to focus on a different aspect of the
mitzvah of Talmud Torah. The Mishna Berurah () quotes from
earlier Poskim that when we read Parshas Shekalim on
Shabbos, it is as if have we fulfilled the mitzvah of donating to
the Bais HaMikdash. He paraphrases the posuk 2: ©19 by’
"N - “Our lips shall substitute for bulls.” This is one of the
sources in Chazal that with one’s lips (e.g. by learning the
sugyos) one is considered as if he sacrificed korbonos, or in the
case of Shekalim, as if he donated to the purchasing of korbonos.
This concept is also stated in the Gemara 3): ™M pown 93"
"IINON PN N0 TRVN - “Whoever learns the laws of a Chatos
(sin offering) is as if he actually brought a Chatos.” The
Mabharsha ¢ explains that this is true of all korbonos.

Saying Korbonos. This concept is the basis for reciting
“Korbonos” daily, which somewhat makes up for the sacrifices
and spices (ketores) that we cannot offer nowadays. Also, on Erev
Pesach after chatzos (midday), it is brought down to read and
learn the posukim and halachos of Korban Pesach to make up for
the offering of the Korban Pesach which we cannot presently do.
Other Mitzvos. It is unclear from the Gemara if this rule applies
to all other mirzvos. There are a number of sources indicating
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that it does apply to all mitzvos:

1) Kiryat Sefer 5) and Turei Zahav () both ask on the words of
Chazal when Yaakov told Esav, n 2o oy’ - “I lived with
Lavan and kept all 613 mitzvos.” ) How is possible for one
person to keep all 613 mitzvos when many apply to certain
individuals (e.g. Kohanim) only? The Kiryat Sefer also asks
this question on the famous Medrash that a person has 248
limbs in his body and each one tells him, “Fulfill with me the
mitzvah that corresponds to me.” How is this possible? The
answer is that by learning about a mitzvah, one is considered
to have fulfilled it, and he adds that when one learns about a
mitzvah he should consciously have in mind that if this
mitzvah actually comes to him, he will fulfill it.

2) The Arizal ¢ and Baal HaTanya () write that the way to
fulfill (©»pn) all 613 mitzvos is to learn them all.

Melava Malka. It is quoted in the name of the Shelah

Hakadosh (10) that if one cannot eat Melava Malka on Motzei

Shabbos, he should enable others to eat that meal and learn about

the mitzvah to be considered as if he fulfilled it.

Question from Rashi. Even though we cited the above sources

regarding all mitzvos, from Rashi in Bava Metzia (11)it seems that

only by Kodshim do we apply the rule that one who learns about
it is like he did it and not by all mitzvos. (2w MY

see VAW FIWT NRWT ;

Chacham Rabbi Yehuda Tzadka z¢”’l (R”’Y Porat Yosef) would say:

P99 NN (5) OV (4) 5 MNN (3) 3P YW1 (2) 2:099N (1)

9PN PO (8) OV MWYNIA (7) DAY HUNIA 1111271 (6) '+

2N MYV (10) 4R N'N DN 29D YW (9) HNNN NP 910
NDOWA NN, NYIINI N""YY PP na(1l)'y

29NN NY N9V NTWA WY PN wIp WINY - The posuk references the ‘flesh of an animal that was torn in the field’

because a man who finds himself at home, in a family setting, will obviously not eat ‘torn’ flesh (treif meat), as permissible
food can be found in abundance. He, therefore, feels no need to eat forbidden food. However, if he finds himself ‘in the
field’ - outside his normal setting, in a place where permissible (kosher) food is rare, then the temptation to eat other food
may blind him. The Torah therefore warns him by saying: ‘You shall not eat flesh of an animal that was torn in the field.’
Even then, in times of distress and hunger, you must safeguard the sanctity of food and ensure that it is kosher.”

R’ Alter Henach Leibowitz z¢”l (Majesty of Man) would say:

“yy 2TYN 21D 3N NOTOY INYND NNN 2T TRIY N IRIN D' - A Jew must help even his enemy’s donkey who is
straining under its load. The Targum says that this actually requires that we abandon our hatred of our enemy for the
moment, since chessed (kindness) must be done wholeheartedly and with love. We must learn to control our feelings.
While it takes much effort, we can change our feelings from one extreme to the other if we put our minds and hearts to it.”

Sponsored inhonor of Mr & Mrs
ShmuliKraus and Mr & Mrs
Nachman Shorronthemarriage
oftheir children, Periand Dovid.
May they be zochetobuilda
BayisNeemanB "Yisroeland
bnngnachas totheirfamilies,

friends and all of Klal Yisroel

A Wise Man would say:
“A successful person is one who can lay a firm foundation on the personal tower he

is building with the bricks that others continuously throw at him.”
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Many Israelis travel to India after they complete their military service. In the army, these young men and women have to
undergo intense training, and abide by strict codes of discipline. India provides a mellow antithesis to such a regimen, and
beckons to travelers in many ways. Liora, and her brother Ayal, were two such tourists who took off for India. They traveled
together from one tourist attraction to the next, then split up to follow separate trails. Ayal stumbled upon Arachim’s Bayit
HaYehudi hostel in India where he enjoyed the hospitality and listened to some fascinating lectures. Drawn to the extensive
library, he discovered new concepts that changed his life completely. He eventually opted for a life of Torah and mitzvos.

In contrast to Ayal, Liora wandered around India until she reached the city of Varanasi where she came across a cult
headed by a charismatic guru. He spoke eloquently of the brotherhood of all mankind, the spirit of the cosmos, and efficient
exploitation of the earth’s resources. His captivating words entranced Liora, and she immediately joined the cult.

When Ayal learned of his sister’s new affiliation, he tried to extricate her from the cult, but her attraction to her new
mentors was too strong. He begged and pleaded to no avail. As a last resort, Ayal suggested that they both return home for a
visit with their parents. He suggested that Liora attend an Arachim lecture together with him while they were in Israel. Liora
readily agreed, fully confident that nothing could sever her from her new source of inspiration.

After a considerable delay, an Arachim staffer mounted the podium and announced that the lecturer was sick and unable to
attend. However, in order not to leave the audience entirely empty-handed, he read to them a short summary of the Jewish law
concerning lost property. He explained that the Torah requires someone who finds a lost object to assume responsibility for it
and to make a reasonable effort to locate the owner. He also described how a finder must ascertain that the claimant is truly
the owner by asking for identifying marks or characteristics, to prove that the item really belongs to him.

Liora sat there and yawned, totally unimpressed. The lecture had practically put her to sleep. Ayal was devastated. How
would he ever pry his sister away from the cult now? After the lecture, they trudged out of the hall and headed for home.

The next day, Liora flew back to her cult in India, and Ayal enrolled in a yeshiva for ba’alei teshuva in Jerusalem.

It was only a short while later that Ayal was suddenly called out of the Beis Medrash with an urgent message that someone
was outside waiting to see him. He was speechless to find his sister Liora greeting him with a wide smile.

“What are you doing here?” he asked incredulously. “I want to enroll in a school for ba’alos teshuva,” she replied.

“You?” asked Ayal. “What happened? What made you change your mind about your ‘wonderful’ cult and its guru?”

Liora told him the full story: “One day, soon after I returned to India, the guru asked me to accompany him somewhere. As
we were walking along the alleyways of Varanasi, the guru bent down and picked up a fat wallet that someone had obviously
just dropped. He opened it and found it full of bills and documents. With a smile of satisfaction, he tucked it into his pocket.

“T was speechless. Some tourist had just lost a considerable sum of money, a driver’s license, and other valuable
documents. His name, address, and other personal details were all there, and it would be a simple matter to find him by
contacting the police or local embassy of his country. Why did the guru just take it for himself? Wasn’t that like stealing?

“When I suggested to the guru that perhaps we should try to find the owner, he embarked on a long lecture about the unity
of the universe, the brotherhood of all men and the dynamics by which the energy of the cosmos had transferred resources
from the former owner of the wallet to himself. He explained that the two of them were actually one soul, divided between
two bodies, and the wallet had been lost so that the money would reach its rightful destination.

“I then recalled the Arachim speaker and his presentation of the Torah laws that apply in such a case. The sharp contrast
between philosophy perverted by greed and loyalty to the truth brought me back to my senses. I immediately made up my
mind to choose the Torah way of life and booked a ticket back home.” , [ “Lost & Found” by Rabbi

ﬂ’éﬁﬂ a};ﬁﬂ ﬂ,@_? %’w@ |Chaim Morgenstern, Arachim
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Swn: The Gaon of Rogatchov, R’ Yosef Rosen zt”’l, was
once asked by a distraught mother for a beracha for her
infant. Although the child was pleasant all week, Shabbos
was just terrible! He was cranky all Shabbos and refused to
eat. She had consulted doctors, but could get no help. She
thought that perhaps the child was possessed by a dybbuk
(inhibited spirit) that resented Shabbos. The Gaon replied,
“Chazal teach us that if someone owns an ox that habitually
gores, he is liable for full damages it causes. If the ox gores
only on Shabbos, however, he is liable for full damages
only on Shabbos. Why? Because there must be something

different about how people dress on Shabbos that provokes
the animal, who is otherwise docile the rest of the week.”

The Gaon explained, “Your child is very sensitive. On
Shabbos you dress differently than all week, and the child is
just not accustomed to this, and the strangeness irritates
him. This Shabbos, just wear your weekday clothes. Next
Shabbos, wear your Shabbos clothes for one hour, and
increase it every week. Let me know what happens.”

The results were exactly as the Gaon had predicted, and a
few weeks later the woman reported that the child had
adjusted to Shabbos beautifully.

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead

i u
- 9 831 » o — S , o 4 K e YONCEPTS IN AV S LEV
TOS RN TS QD PIOWTD e

Rashi quotes the Mechilta: “Rabbi Yishmael says: Every 'OX in the Torah is optional except three, and this is one of
them.” The word "ON" usually means “if”” which refers to something optional, a voluntary act. In this case, lending money to
the needy is obligatory. Here, the word is translated as “when” transforming it into a 23, which we must comply with.

The question is what made the Torah write the posuk in this fashion causing the Mechilta to alter the simple explanation and
say it is a 21 and not a mw"? Secondly, sometimes Hashem makes it very difficult for a person to earn money. People go
through the nisayon of ™ny" with great difficulty. We don’t know Hashem’s reasons. On the other hand, some people merit
great wealth. Why do some people have nothing while others are blessed with so much they don’t know what to do with it?

My machshava here is that the nisayon of ™»y" and "ww" is all part of Hashem’s “Master Plan.” Some people suffer and
cannot make ends meet to pay their mortgage and put food on their table. Other people have extra money in great abundance.

The rich person must ask himself: “Why has Hashem showered me with so much?” And when the pauper comes for help,

then he must realize - "Jny »yn NN - it is the money belonging to the poor person that is sitting with him and he must help

make up for his shortfall. A wealthy person must realize that the extra money in his bank account really belongs to the pauper,
and he is fortunate only because the ¥"¢27 gave him the opportunity to perform this mitzvah. Therefore, the posuk continues:

"D N XY - the word "nwy” (literally, a creditor) stems from the root of "nowy” - as if to say, don’t taunt the poor man

or act as a "NowY" (prince) towards him. Why? Because it is his money! You have no choice but to help him! Indeed, it is really

a 2N to help because "Jny »yn NN" - it is his money! A rich man should thank the poor and the ¥"wa1 for making him the

proper shaliach in holding onto to this money. In this way, both the »y and the 9wy can grow from the nisayon.

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH
(3-x5) BT WEMD NMY [OWDY T BN WY AP AP MIpn 0D
This week’s parsha is dedicated to the laws of how man
should treat his fellow man - "y»an> o p2”. It is therefore
somewhat surprising that Parshas Mishpatim opens with a
lengthy selection on how to treat a Hebrew slave. A slave is
a man who was sold to pay off his theft, a convicted felon.
Wouldn’t it make sense to put people of greater repute at
the top of the bill, such as those who lend for free, or

unpaid guardians. But the common crook? Why?

R’ Yaakov Neimann z#”’l cites the Alter of Kelm, who
says that we are Hashem’s children, and if the Father has a
child who is stealing, all of His worry and attention will be
focused on correcting this. Our Father in Heaven began this
parsha with the topic of Hebrew slaves out of concern for
our welfare and it is for this reason that the thief is sold, as
opposed to being thrown in jail. In jail he would likely meet

criminals learn to hone their skills. He will tell his fellow
inmates how he was caught, and they will offer counsel on
how to improve his illegal activities in the future. Following
his release from prison, he will have no means by which to
support his wife and children, and more than likely he will
return to stealing. Therefore, the Torah provides an alternate
solution, one that will serve to rehabilitate him during his
incarceration. We sell him to someone who will set a proper
example for him. In six years he will learn to improve his
character and gain proper derech eretz. He will watch his
master and adhere to the special laws that are geared toward
him. His children will remain with him too, so they will be
influenced (for the better) by his master’s children.

All of this is absolutely necessary because apparently,
when people steal, it is usually out of want of food and not
because they are deep-rooted in evil. The Torah teaches us
that a Hebrew slave is not a bad person. Now that all his

all types of common criminals. Such an atmosphere is where _needs are provided for, he can work on improving himself.
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The Gemara (no mw) asks: “Why are the Jewish people compared to an apple? (" >8yamand") Just as an apple sprouts
before its leaves, so too Bnei Yisroel proclaimed Naaseh before Nishma!” What does this mean? What is the greatness of an
apple that it sprouts before its leaves and why is this a comparison to the Jewish people who said Naaseh before Nishma?

R’ Simcha Sheps z£”l gives a stunning explanation. He says that the purpose of the entire creation is chessed. The world is

built on kindness and without it there would be no world; the entire phenomenon of nature is one big circle of chessed. Animals eat
vegetation, people eat animals. Man shows the world the greatest chessed through his free choice and emulation of Hashem.

During the winter, trees are stripped of their leaves. As spring settles in, the leaves begin to once again cover the
branches, and after that, fruit begins to blossom and ripen. This is true of all trees except one: the apple tree. The apple tree
FIRST gives off it’s fruit and only afterwards do leaves cover the branches. While all the other trees first think of
themselves first by covering their nakedness, the apple tree first thinks about how it can benefit others by bringing forth its
beautiful and delicious fruit and only afterwards does it cover itself!

When Hashem asked the nations of the world if they want the Torah, they answered selfishly. They only thought about
themselves and thus answered in the negative. The Jewish people answered “Naaseh V’Nishma” and did not think about
themselves, but only about the honor of Hashem. Only after “NAASEH” - we will do whatever Hashem asks, did they say
“NISHMA” - we will worry about ourselves! Whenever we eat an apple. let us remember this great lesson of chessed.




