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| who brings a poor man's sacrifice has not fulfilled his obligations. So too,
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R' Chaim Volozhiner ZT"L would say:
| bit of understanding than with all the anger in the world."
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The purification process of a cured Metzora includes that he or she
must bring korbonos to the mishkan, which are ordinarily one female and
two male lambs. If, however, this is beyond what the individual can
afford, the requirement is then reduced to one male lamb and two doves
or pigeons.
R' Yisroel Mayer Kagen ZT"L, the Chofetz Chaim, derives a lesson
from this posuk that is especially appropriate to those of us living outside
large Jewish communities. He says that many people daven, learn and do
mitzvos, and say to themselves, "Well, if I'm not doing things so perfectly,
at least I'm doing a great deal better than my friends and neighbors!"
They fail to realize that they are rich in knowledge that their friends
lack. A poor person can bring two doves or pigeons, but a rich person

while those who lack knowledge may be able to satisfy their Creator with
minimal performance of the Mitzvos, those who "know better" are
expected to act accordingly.
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"A person accomplishes much more through patience and even a little

"Were the issue of Ga’avah and haughtiness not written about in so
many holy seforim, it would be impossible to believe that a person made
of dust and ashes, so flimsy and fragile, can possibly be haughty!"

R' Yaakov Emden ZT"L would say:

"A person should not remain all alone and refuse to be part of society,
for how can man emulate Hashem if he is all alone? Just as Hashem is
merc1ful to us, man must be merciful to his fellow men."
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R’ Shneur, stunned by R' Yaakov's departure from his trademark
humility asked him why he did not go through the back as was his usual
custom. "R’ Shneur," he explained, "We learn from Parshas Metzorah
that those who are haughty as the YN \Y - cedar wood, must humble
themselves as 211N - Ayssop. But one must also bear in mind an equally
important fact - that at times after one has been humiliated as low as the
hyssop, he must rise in his own eyes to the height of a cedar and proudly
exclaim that he can, and will, accomplish the lofty and far reaching goals
to which he aspires. Sometimes people become so humbled to the point of
forgetting that they can actually achieve wonderful accomplishments."”

R"Yaakov held onto R' Shneur's hand and smiled warmly. "Your
Rebbitzen is sitting in the auditorium . The entire year she sees you in a
much-dishonored light. You run from donor to donor in order to keep the
yeshiva open, you have hardly any time to prepare your shiurim, and all
she sees are people knocking on your door with their problems. Yet she
stands beside you faithful and unwavering. It is time that she sees that
you get a little kavod."
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Rashi explains that since ny1x comes in retribution for Lashon Horah,
in effect, babbling words, the Torah requires a purification involving
birds which babble and twitter continually. But why two birds - wouldn't
one have served the purpose? And why was one bird slaughtered and the
other kept alive to be sent away "towards the fields"?

The Ba'al Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, R' Shloime Gantzfried ZT"L
beautifully answers that the power of speech is a double-edged sword.
When used properly, it is a beneficial tool for studying and teaching
Torah, and singing the praises of Hashem. Used improperly in the form of
slander and falsehoods, speech can be deadly. Chazal tell us that the
Korbonos are designed to make the donor mindful of the fact that the
sacrificed animal is taking his place, that in reality he deserved to suffer
the fate of the animal. So had there been only the slaughtered bird, the
metzorah would have then inferred that all forms of speech are evil and
deadly. He wouldn't have uttered another word for the rest of his life. The
live bird is sent away to show him that the power of speech can be a
source of strength, that "Death and life are in the power of the tongue."

’ thr(f \)of people rose in awe.
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A few years after he took over the position as Ros# Yeshiva of the

Lakewood Yeshiva, R' Shneur Kotler ZT"L found that the Yeshiva's

enrollment began to expand. No longer would he be able to sit and study
in the large Beis Medrash all day. He was suddenly forced to raise funds,
day in and day out, often leaving early in the morning and returning home
way past midnight.

A brief respite was the annual convention of Agudath Israel at which
nearly 1000 laymen and rabbinical leaders would gather for a long
weekend to discuss the state of Torah affairs.

R' Yaakov Kamenetzky ZT"L, the oldest member of the »27T) nyyn
N -Council of Torah Sages, would often highlight the keynote
session on Motzei Shabbos. As the eldest of the world's Torah sages, R'
Yaakov would find a way to sneak up to the dais, usually through a back
door, to avoid having the entire crowd arise upon seeing his presence, as
is required by halachah. Yet this year things were different. R' Yaakov
engaged the much younger, R' Shneur in conversation outside the large
ballroom and waited until everyone took their seats. Then he took R'
Shneur by the hand and said, "I think it is time we took our seats." He
proudly held R' Shneur by the arm and escorted him to the dais as the
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