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The question is asked: What is the double reference in the posuk, "You
shall not bow down to them and you shall not worship them." It is quite
obvious that any kind of worship - bowing or otherwise - is prohibited?

R' Mordechai Yosef of I1zbitza ZT''L answers that the first part of the
posuk, "You shall not bow down," refers to the prohibition that one should
not make himself a subject to anything that is contrary to the will of
Hashem. Instead one should strengthen himself over all foreign powers and
foreign desires. "And you shall not worship them." This means that one
should not make from these desires a "service" to Hashem. One should not
bring himself into a trial with his Yetzer Hara in order that he should
attempt to overcome it and thereby serve Hashem. Why? Shouldn't one
work on himself at all times? The gemara relates that one Amora passed by
the door of a house of ill repute in order to overcome the desire of his Yetzer
Hara, and gain extra reward. The gemara disapprovingly asks, 'How can he
do that?' Rashi explains, 'How can he rely on himself to go there and not
fall into the hands of his Yetzer Hara?' From this we see that a person is
forbidden to bring himself into a trial. This is true even if his intention was
to increase the honor of Hashem by overcoming his Yetzer Hara. This is
learned out from the extra reference, "And you shall not worship them."
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R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:
"What Yisro heard, others heard as well. But there are those who hear
but do not listen, as the words do not penetrate their ears, hearts and minds.
Yisro's attribute was that he heard and he knew what he heard!"

R' Nachman of Breslov ZT"L would say:
"When davening to Hashem, one must cry so loudly that no one can hear
him!"

R' Michel Barenbaum Shlit''a would say:

"Envy destroys peace of mind and happiness. An envious person's life is
full of suffeing and resentment. He is never happy with what he has. There
are many people who could really enjoy life but they have one big problem;
When they see that others are wealthier, they lose their peace of mind."

MAZEL TOV TO MR MORDY SPERO ON HIS ENGAGEMENT

We look forward to questions, inquiries and m9yn. Please E-mail: TorahTavlin@aol.com
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and only then, did He offer it to the Jewish people and He would not take
no for an answer! Of course, they had no choice but to accept it. So I
thought that perhaps something that is too readily and easily acceptable
among the population is not real, true Torah." R' Eizel shrugged at the
unwitting man. "I must tell you, this thought tormented me day and night,
because my sefer was receiving too smooth of a reception."

"However," R' Eizel broke into a wide smile, "When you rejected my
sefer, and even returned it to me, I felt truly vindicated. Now, I knew that
my writings, like the holy Torah itself, are indeed accurate and true,
because just like the Torah, my sefer was rejected only by those ignorant
of its content and worth!" R' Eizel took the man's hand and pumped it
vigorously. "How can I thank you enough?"
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Rashi asks, "What did he hear? He heard the splitting of the sea and the
war with Amalek." The Mechilta and other Midrashim add, "He heard
about the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai.” What is the significance of
these three things that Yisro heard, more than any of the other miracles
that Hashem performed in and out of Egypt?

The holy Rebbe, R' Yehoshua of Dzikov ZT''L, in his sefer Ateres
Yeshua, answers that there are three things, according to the teachings of
Chazal, that can help a person to counter his Yetzer Hara: 1. Learning
Torah. 2. Saying Krias Shema. 3. Remembering the day he will die. If one
feels the power of evil about to overtake him, he should turn to these three
things and he will be able to overcome his Yetzer Hara.

This is what Yisro heard in the desert. Krias Yam Suf - Splitting of the
sea, is hidden in Krias Shema, as explained in the seforim. The gematria
of the word 70> - "Sea” is 50. If we "split" ("y>7p) the word 70> in two,
we have 25. This corresponds to the 25 letters that are found in the first
posuk of shema - 1NN N IPPON N ORI ynwr. The war in which Amalek
was defeated reminds us that in the future Amalek will be killed out and
totally destroyed, as well, which is a remez to the day of one's death. And
according to the medrash that Yisro heard the giving of the Torah, this is
an allusion to NN 75 - Learning the Torah. Thus, by hearing about
these three miracles and overcoming his Yetzer Hara, Yisro came to the
desert with the intention of converting to the Jewish people..
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The story is told that in the city of Slonim lived a wealthy man who
fancied himself a scholar, although he was far from it. When the Rov of
Slonim, R' Eizel Slonimer ZT''L, who was known as "Eizel"” meaning
"sharp” for his razor-sharp mind, published one of his seforim, he made a
point to distribute a sefer to many of the scholars in the city. He also sent
one to this wealthy man. However, the latter rejected the sefer and even
had the gall to return it to the Rov.

It happened that some time later, R' Eizel met the wealthy man and said
to him, "I am so glad to see you finally. You have no idea how grateful I
am to you."

"Grateful? Why would you be grateful to me?" The man did remember
how he scorned the Rov's sefer and embarassed him in the city. "Is this
about your sefer that I returned?"

R' Eizel excitedly cried, "Precisely!" He pointed to the bewildered man
and said, "You see, when I put out my sefer and it circulated amongst the
scholars, I was very happy with the warm reception and acceptance that it
received from the Bnei Hayeshiva and Torah scholars. But then, I began to
think that perhaps not all of my writings were accurate and true. Perhaps I
had been mistaken with some of my thoughts. After all, the medrash tells
us that when Hashem offered the Torah to all the nations of the world,
they all rejected the holy Torah, each for its own reason and criteria. Then,
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