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HEARING BERACHOS FROM A DISTANCE
(à-à) øîàì ãòåî ìäàî åéìà 'ä øáãéå äùî ìà àø÷éå

     Rashi explains that when Hashem called to 

Moshe Rabbeinu from the Ohel Moed in order to 

instruct him in the performance of the mitzvos, 

"The voice (of Hashem) would go out from a 

distance and reach (Moshe's) ears, but Bnei 

Yisroel would not hear it."

     Klal Yisroel recently celebrated a Siyum Hashas 

of the Daf Hayomi cycle. Many thousands of 

people, all across the globe, took part in the 

festivities, as it was broadcast by satellite hook-up 

to many locations world-wide. At the siyum, a 

number of issues were relevant, with regard to the 

reciting of berachos, davening and answering 

Amen. Let us discuss a number of these issues.

     If a person hears a beracha being broadcast 

from a long distance away, by means of a 

telephone hook-up, radio, etc., the poskim debate 

as to the viability of answering Amen on such a 

beracha. Some poskim (1) hold that one is 

permitted to answer, although he is not required to. 

R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT"L writes (2) 

that one may not answer Amen at all, from such a 

distance. In a number of the venues where the 

Siyuh 

 Siyum Hashas was being shown, a local Kaddish 

or Tefillah was organized, in order that everyone 

should be able to answer together.

     If one attempted to be àöåé havdalah or Krias 

Hamegillah on Purim in this manner, the poskim 

forbid this, on the grounds that he is not, in 

essence, hearing the original voice that was laining 

or reciting the berachos. However, ãáòéãá, if no 

other possibilities of fulfilling the mitzvah become 

available or within his means to accomplish, and 

no risk of making a äìèáì äëøá - wasted blessing, 

are applicable, it is better to hear havdalah or the 

Megillah in such a way, rather than not doing 

anything at all (3).

    If one is inside a building and hears a beracha 

being recited via a microphone or amplifier, his 

solution is this: If the microphone was used just to 

amplify the sound, however, he would have been 

able to hear the actual beracha being spoken 

without it, he is required to answer Amen. On the 

other hand, if one can only hear the blessing 

through the microhone, he may, although he is not 

required to, answer Amen. This is often relevant by 

a wedding chuppah, or by the bentching at the end 

of the wedding (4). 
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 â:åèø úåáåùú é÷ñô (4) ç÷:á ç"åà äùî úåøâà (3) è:à äîìù úçðî (2) àö:ã äùî úåøâà (1)

 

R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT"L would say:

     "I am invited to many weddings and I try to go as often as I can, since people think that it is 'choshuv' 

if I am there. The only reason why it is 'choshuv' when I go to a wedding now, is because when I was 

younger I was busy learning and I never went to any weddings then!"

R' Avrohom Yeshaya Karelitz ZT"L (Chazon Ish) would say:

     "Do you want to know what my main battle with the Yetzer Hara is? When I finish learning a sugya, 

with all the relevant gemaros, meforshim and halachic rulings, it is then that I feel an extreme 'laziness' 

not to channel all my thoughts one more time in order to write it down in a clear and concise report. This 

'laziness' is my Yetzer Hara!"  

A Wise Man would say:

     "I've learned the following to be an absolute truth: Some people can't tell a lie, others can't tell the 

truth, and others can't tell the difference!"
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   The Rimanover turned to the rich man and said, "If you had only believed that Hashem would pay it 

back, you would have had the privilege of seeing Eliyohu, himself, give you the money in person. But 

since you thought it was all just a joke, you only received the money, but you did not see his holy face." ***
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***
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(ä-à) 'åëå áéáñ çáæîä ìò íãä úà å÷øæå
     Parshas Vayikrah describes in great detail, the 

entire Avodah of the Korbonos. Beginning with the 

íùàå ,úàèç ,íéîìù ,äçðî ,äìåò, we learn about the 

many facets and specifics attributed to each 

particular korbon. Regarding the act of ä÷éøæ - 

Throwing the blood, we find a curious discrepancy: 

The blood of a animal used for a úàèç  is sprayed 

on the upper portion of the mizbeach, whereas the 

blood of an animal used for an äìåò is sprayed on 

the lower portion. Alternatively, the blood of a bird 

brought for a úàèç, was to be thrown on the lower 

half of the altar, while the blood of a bird used for 

an äìåò was thrown on the upper half. Why?

     Explains R' Meir Shapiro ZT"L of Lublin, a 

äîäá ïáø÷ - offering of an animal, was generally 

considered the offering of the wealthy, since a poor 

person was hard-pressed to afford an entire animal. 

Thus, when a rich man brought an animal as a gift 

of an äìåò, he may become prideful and arrogant. 

As a result, his Zerikah was to be done on the 

bottom of the mizbeach. A úàèç on the other 

hand, was brought for atonement with a broken 

heart, and even with a actual animal, no feelings of 

pride were involved. The Zerikah was summarily 

thrown on the upper portion of the altar.

   A óåò ïáø÷ - offering of a bird, was usually 

attributed to the poor. If a poor man takes the 

initiative to offer an äìåò, his heartfelt donation 

does not go unnoticed - he sprays the blood on top. 

A úàèç is different since it is his obligation. 

 .... ìæâ øùà äìéæâä úà áéùä íùàå àèçé éë äéäå
(åë,âë-ä) 'åëå åì çìñðå 'ä éðôì ïäëä åéìò øôëå

     An interesting query was brought up before a

number of Rabbonim, by a serious and well-

intentioned Baal Teshuva. In his previous way of 

life - where the expression "dog eats dog" was a 

common occurrence, and cut-throat practices 

including back-stabbing and bad-mouthing a 

competitor until the fiercer of the two prevailed, 

was expected and even encouraged - he had 

excelled in these pithy and destructive mannerisms. 

Now, that he has put the past behind him and 

spends his days excelling in Torah and good deeds, 

how was he expected to do a complete teshuva, 

attaining forgiveness from those he had denigrated 

and spoke ill of? Firstly, how could he remember 

each and every person that he had hurt and 

secondly, being that nobody every apologized, 

would he be viewed with scorn and jest, thereby 

possibly giving a bad name to all religious Jews?

     R' Yitzchok Zilberstein Shlit'a proposed a 

course of action based on a true occurrence. A man 

once harmed another person with his actions. As a 

way to atone for his sin, the first man donated a 

row of benches to be placed right outside the kever 

of the holy Tanna, R' Shimon Bar Yochai. The 

second man, who was known to frequent this holy 

site, would customarily sit on these benches. Once, 

as he stood up from the bench, he pronounced, 

"Oy, how good it was to have sat on these benches." 

By receiving enjoyment from these same benches 

that were erected by the first man who had harmed 

him, he had effected an atonement for the sin.

    So too, ruled R' Zilberstein, should the Baal 

Teshuvah attempt to perform kindness and good 

deeds on behalf of the community. Through these 

civil-minded good deeds, seeing to the needs of the 

Klal, can he fully repent for his previous misdeeds.       
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ì"ëò åùôð áéø÷ä åìéàë åéìò éðà äìòî (éðò) ä"á÷ä øîà é"ùøô (à-á) 'åëå 'äì äçðî ïáø÷ áéø÷ú éë ùôðå

   In the city of Rimanov lived a poor beggar by the name of Eliezer. He struggled every day to provide a 

meager amount of food for his family, but now he had a problem: he needed money towards a dowry for 

his engaged daughter. So he gathered up his courage, went to the richest man in town, and requested, 

"Please, sir. I need a loan of one thousand rubles to marry off my daughter." 

     The rich man shook his head disdainfully and said, "You are coming to me for a loan? How would 

you ever pay back the thousand rubles? lt's the biggest joke, in the world'" Then he said, "But I'll tell you 

what. If you can bring me the signature of another rich man, I'll gladly give you the loan. Otherwise, no." 

     Undeterred, and full of confidence, Eliezer said, "Give me a contract and I'll see to it." The rich man 

wrote on a paper that if another man will guarantee to pay back the thousand rubles, he will lend it.

    Eliezer went to the Beis Medrash and put his head in the holy ark. Then, he signed the paper with the 

words "'ä íàð áäæä éìå óñëä éì". Translated literally, it means, "To me the silver and to me the gold, so 

says Hashem." However, Eliezer was simple-minded and interpreted this posuk as to state, "I will deal 

with the silver and the gold, signed Hashem." He went back to the rich man and showed him the contract.

    The rich man looked at him and thought, "If this was a joke before, now it is truly a joke." But he was 

so taken by the naivete of this man, who really believed that Hashem was paying for him. Finally, he 

said, "Okay. I'll give you a thousand rubles."

    Not long after, someone came to the office of the rich man and left an envelope with the words printed 

on it: "This is the thousand rubles paid back for Eliezer, the poor man." The rich man was ashamed. He 

felt bad putting a poor man through all the trouble of borrowing money and having someone else pay it 

back. He told Eliezer later, "You really didn't have to do that - have someone else pay up your loan."

     Eliezer didn't know what he was talking about. The rich man showed him the envelope. "Someone 

came and brought me back the thousand rubles." But Eliezer insisted that he had not asked anyone for the 

money. This was strange, so Eliezer suggested, "Let's go to R' Mendel Rimanover, and ask him."

     The holy R' Mendel of Rimanov ZT"L looked at the envelope, he looked at the money, he listened 

to their conflicting stories. Then he kissed the envelope and said, "This envelope is from Heaven, and the 

money is from Heaven. When this Jew signed G-d's name on that paper, there was a fire in heaven, 

because he really believed that G-d would pay back for him." 

    R' Mendele closed his eyes and described the scene. There was a riot in heaven, everybody wanted to 

pay for Eliezer. Avrohom Avinu wanted to pay for him. Yitzchok, Yaakov, even Moshe Rabbeinu wanted 

to pay. But finally the honor was bestowed upon the greatest messenger of all, Eliyohu Hanavi.  
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