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huk, thv uz vumnu /u,kuuhtc vbua khxf uthe kg ca ckff :(th 'uf hkan) u,nfjc
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ana ,hc e"ec ohrahn shdn t"yhka krgp ouka crv ,tn
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iht urhcjk ost ihca ,urhcg 'rpfn ohruphfv ouh ouenk ost ihca ,urhcg
'ktrah ofhrat 'tcheg hcr rnt /urhcj ,t vmrha sg rpfn ohruphfv ouh
h,erzuw rntba 'ohnaca ofhct 'of,t rvyn hnu 'ihrvyhn o,t hn hbpk
,t rvyn vuen vn 'wv ktrah vuenw rnutu 'wo,rvyu ohruvy ohn ofhkg
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wofh,tyjwt wv hbpkw hte 'vz arsk-wufu ouenk ost ihca ,urhcg 'wudu wv
kfn wudu ofhkg rpfh vzv ouhc hf 'thv cu,fv ,buuf f"tu 'vhbhn khgks
hbpk o,hag rat ofh,tyj kfn tku 'wv hbpk o,hag rat ofh,tyj
tphxt wv hbpkw hte 'wufu hn hbpk ktrah ofhratw ahrss g"rk ukhtu 'ofhrcj
od 'z"pku '"of,t rvyn unmg tuva 'thv cu,fv ,buuf f"tu 'wurvy,wt 'tres
ofhratw-g"r ,rnhnk 'wufu ,urhcgw-g"ctr ,rnhn ihc ,ufhhav ,rtc,n

/cu,fc rntbv wv hbpkw ,buuf ruthcc oheuxg ovhbaa iuhf 'wufu
     wv hrcs lu,n okutkkkkttttrrrraaaahhhh    ,,,,rrrrttttpppp,,,,ihc ,ufhhav ,rtc,n '(s"bu d"b tnuh) w

'ktrah ofhrat 'e"vs k"b-ihrvyn o,t hn hbpk" 'c,fa 'rjt iputc ,urnhnv
vz ohjkux o,taw-ofhnmg ,t ihrvyn o,t vz hbpk 'v"cev ofk rpfha osuea
'(ofh,ushn kg ohrhcgnu) vzk vz ohjkux o,ta kkdca-of,t rvyn hnu /wvzk
kg uk ihrhcgn 'uh,ushn kg rhcgnv kfws 'ofk rpfnu of,t rvyn v"cev od
uh,ushn kg rhcgnv kf 'tcr rnt" '(:z"h v"r) trndc t,htsfu '"wuhgap kf
ihtw unf 'uk lkuvu uh,ushn jhbnu 'u,ut ohrgmnk vshn susnk esesn ubhta-)
ihrhcgn '([h"ar] uk lkuvu ijhbn 'wihkfutv kg ihrhcgn ihtw 'w,umnv kg ihrhcgn
'([oa] ,fkuvu i,jbn tkt 'ivhrjt ,esesn ihsv ,shn iht -) uhgap kf kg uk

/gap kg rcuga hnk 'iuug taub hnk 'wgap kg rcugu iuug taubw rntba
wc c,fu     vvvvbbbbuuuuhhhh    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrrkkkk    vvvvccccuuuuaaaa,,,,    hhhhrrrrggggaaaakgc chhj sugu" '(j"f ,ut 't rga) w

jur kpa huvuw k"zr urnta lrsv kg dvb,vk uhkg ohheku 'gbfhvk vcua,v
ohrcsv kfk odu 'uhrcj kg shpeh tku xugfh tka vzn dhahu 'wost kf hbpc
'uh,ubug kg rpf,vk vzn vfzhu 'uh,ushn kg rhcghu 'uchk i,h tk gnah rat

hrhcgn uh,ushn kg rhcgnvw k"zr urnta unfsdbf vshn 'wuhgap kf kg uk i
ihbg ,ufzc n"nu 'hgcsf vcua,v euj ohkav tk hkut hf-) vue, j,p vzu 'vshn

utn scfb (uh,ubuug kg uk ukjnh vzssssihc ,ufhhav 'wktrah ,rtp,wv hrcs hpku /"
/urhcjk ost ihca ,urhcgn vrvy ,usut ohrcsn ovhbaa 'thv ,urnhnv

R’ Avraham Yehoshua Heschel ZT”L (Ohev Yisroel) would say:

    “A person who has sunk to the lowest levels of depravity and sin could understandably believe that there is no

hope for him. Nobody wants to have anything to do with him; why would Hashem wish to retain any sort of bond

with him? The answer is: wvcuabu lhkt wv ubchavw - ‘Return us to You, Hashem, and we will return’ - we have a

guarantee that our repentance will work. Because,  ubhnh asjwosefw  - ‘Renew our days like of old.’ The letters of wosew
spell out the names of three people who transgressed the three severe transgressions: Kayin (e), murder; Dovid (s),
illicit relations; Menashe (n), idol-worship. And yet, Hashem never sealed the gates of repentance from them. So too,

there is no person in the world from whom the Gates of Teshuva are closed off forever.”
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be a success. All I can tell you - and I never thought I’d ever

say this - is that without a doubt, a higher power was working

on your behalf and for me it was a truly humbling experience!”

anbk : The purpose of the Yimei Hadin, says R’ Yeshaya   

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (49)

Using Another’s Mitzvah Item (cont.). Let us turn our focus

now to the mitzvos of Lulav and Esrog, for the upcoming holiday

of Sukkos, y"kgcv. There are differences in halacha between the

requirements of “taking” a Lulav and Esrog on the first day of

Sukkos and the rest of Yom Tov. The first day is a Torah obliga-

tion, while the other days are a Rabbinic obligation, a

“remembering” of the Bais Hamikdash where there was a Torah

obligation every day of Sukkos. (R’ S. Z. Auerbach ZT”L used

to tell people that when they take their Lulav on Sukkos they

should think that they are doing a "asenk rfz" - reminding

themselves of the Temple.) Since the Lulav obligation the rest of

Sukkos is Rabbinic in nature, the sages allowed certain leniencies

on those days. Thus, even though one must own his Lulav on the

first day of Sukkos to fulfill the mitzvah, one can fulfill the mitzvah

with a borrowed Lulav the other days. Outside of Eretz Yisroel,

where two days of Yom Tov are kept, the second day is like the

first and one must own his Lulav to fulfill the mitzvah on this day.

Borrowing a Lulav. The ruling of the RMA (1) is that one may

briefly use the Lulav of another person if the owner is not there

to grant permission. However, this can only apply on the days of

Chol Hamoed when a borrowed Lulav suffices, as was just

explained above. The reason seems to be that we assume the

Levy Shlit’a, is to be a “humbling experience” for all of us.

On Yom Kippur, let us all recognize the “Higher Power” that

controls our lives and allow ourselves to be humbled. The

only clear path to Teshuvah is through sincere humility.  

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

owner agrees to let other people use his item, but does not allow

them them to take complete possession of his item.

A Valid Question. With regard to borrowing another’s Talis, we

mentioned previously that one may do so and recite a beracha on

it (according to most opinions), because we assume the owner

will allow him to take possession (2), which is necessary for the

fulfillment of the mitzvah. Why is the same rule not applicable

with regard to a Lulav on the first two days of Sukkos, for the

same reason? The Taz (3) struggles with this question and after a

long discussion feels there is no satisfactory answer. The Magen

Avraham (4) answers that by the obligatory mitzvah of Lulav, the

Torah disqualifies a borrowed Lulav and we cannot assume the

owner grants the right to take possession to another person.

However, a Talis, which if one wears a four-cornered garment, he

must put on Tzitzis strings, is not an obligation, and a borrowed

garment has the leniency of not needing Tzitzis strings. Therefore,

just as ladies who don’t require Tzitziyos on their garments can

voluntarily put on Tzitziyos and make a beracha, so too, a man

can voluntarily make a beracha on a borrowed garment. 

Nowadays. Many people are quite meticulous about the slightest

imperfection, mark, crack, etc. on their Lulav and Esrog. They pay

high prices for exactly what they want. It is unreasonable to

assume that such people would let others use it without permission.

R’ Aizik Sher ZT”L (Leket Sichos Mussar) would say:

     “Chazal teach us: ‘Who is strong (ruchd)? One who controls his desires.’ (t-s ,uct) Hashem is also called wruchdw for he

‘Controls His will and delays His anger towards the wicked.’ (:yx tnuh) A wruchdw is from the highest levels that can be

attained. Thus, we learn, ‘The place that penitents (vcua, hkgc) reside, even the most righteous cannot stand there.’ A

Tzaddik is not a wruchdw for he does not fall into sin, whereas a Baal Teshuvah restrains himself  from sin. He is truly strong!”

R’ Yisroel Salanter ZT”L would say:

    “Chassidim think they have already acquired a Rebbe; Misnagdim think they don’t need a Rebbe. Both are mistaken!”   



 //// ause ohruphfv ouhc lahsebu ohrtpn lna out iuj ohrpx lj,pc ouhv(p"fvuhk ohyuhp)
    The holiday of Yom Kippur is actually compared to the holiday of Purim, as we say, it is “Yom K’Purim.” Although the two

Yamim Tovim seem to be polar opposites, in truth they are both great and holy days that share the same essence. On Purim, we
have a mitzvah to drink wine. What is the nature of wine? "sux tmh ihh xbfb" - Wine goes in and secrets come out. Do you want to
know who you really are? Drink some WINE! The intoxicating liquid numbs your cognitive senses so that you cannot

pretend to be someone you are not. All year long, we do a lot of “play-acting.” We smile when we feel like crying and we
cry when we really should be smiling. We often try to be who we are not. On Purim, though, the wine gives us away. 
     Yom Kippur is a day of great holiness. We don’t eat or drink, we pray to Hashem and stand in shul like white, unblemished

angels. It seems like we are really putting on a good “show.” We seem to be “acting” - trying to be someone we are not. But
that is not true. Everyone of us is really pure in our essence. Our souls are pure as we say each day in our tefillos, vnab hekt"
"thv vruvy hc ,,ba - our souls can never be tainted or stained. Unfortunately, there are times when we layer our souls with veils

of sins; but they can easily be removed with Teshuvah. Yom Kippur is the day we remove all the coverings, all the partitions
that separate us from our beloved Father in Heaven. We become the great and holy people we really are deep down in our
souls. We are not “play-acting” or putting on a show. We are simply allowing our true selves to shine! Let us strive to portray

our true image, not only this Yom Kippur, but the rest of the year as well. So, be yourself .... everyone else is already taken!

 //// lhkt ubhbp ubhekt ohrvk ubnkfbu ubauc ubhekt ubhbugc ubnkfbu ubhagnc ubauc ubhekt(p"fvuh ,khp,)
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 //// tb,apb kg tbrxtsu tbnhrjtsu tbgc,atsu tbrsbts hhubfu hxubeu hnbueu hnrju hgucau hrxtu hrsb kf(hrsb kue)
     The ancient Zilcha Beit HaMidrash, located in the center of Baghdad, was where the cream of Iraqi and Kurdistan

Torah scholars would gather to study under their master, the Gaon and Tzaddik, Chacham Abdallah Somech ZT”L.
Notable among his disciples was the Ben Ish Chai, Rabbeinu Yosef Chaim ZT”L, Rabbeinu Eliyahu Mani ZT”L,
Rabbeinu Yaakov Chaim Sofer ZT”L (Kaf HaChaim) and Rabbeinu Nissim HaLevi ZT”L. Halachic questions were

addressed to Chacham Abdallah from every country in the Middle East and North Africa, and even from Ashkenazi rabbis
in Europe. They asked him for approbations for their books, as well as for his opinion on various halachic questions.
     In the year 1871, a businessman from the Baghdad Jewish community was ensnared in a sinister plot, meant to ruin his

business and imprison him. The case dragged on for some time, until the matter finally reached the desk of the Wali, the
governor of Baghdad. The governor reviewed the entire case and recognized that it was the Jew’s word against his antagonist.
He decided that the accused must therefore swear in court to prove his innocence. The Jew took an oath, and as a result the

case was decided in his favor. The Jews of Baghdad celebrated that their friend had foiled the plot hatched against him.
     However their joy did not please a well-known Imam by the name of Moussa. This Moussa, none other than an apostate
Jew by the name of Moshe who had converted to Islam, never missed an opportunity to harass his former brothers. He went

to see the Wali of Baghdad, to whom he secretly revealed the “deception” of the Jews. “Your excellency,” said Moussa,
“know that oaths taken by Jews are completely meaningless. At the beginning of each year, they gather in their synagogues
on the day known as Yom Kippur, and publicly proclaim that they are annulling in advance all the vows and oaths which they

will be taking in the coming year. This method is especially known to trick people of other religions, among whom they live.”
    These devious words wormed their way into the heart of the Wali, who felt that he had been deceived and ridiculed by a
Jewish trick, a feeling that quickly turned into anger. He demanded an immediate explanation for this Jewish custom from

the Chief Rabbi of Baghdad himself. He dispatched three officers to the Zilcha Beit HaMidrash with orders to bring
Chacham Abdallah to the governor’s office. But when these officers saw the impressive sight of the Rav sitting and
learning surrounded by his avid disciples, they became afraid. They ran back to the Wali and told him what they saw, but

he threatened them with their lives. Their heads lowered, the policemen went back to the Chacham and conveyed the
governor’s message to him. The Rav got up and went to see the governor. Immediately, all the disciples rose and followed
their master. Numerous other Jews who were passing by also joined this honorable group, at the head of which was the Rav.

     The governor, who was impatiently awaiting the arrival of the Jewish rabbi, was stunned to see the large swarm of people
approaching his office. Hundreds of members of the Baghdad Jewish community had gathered in respect to accompany their
leader. Signs of embarrassment appeared on the Wali’s face as he went out to greet the Rav. He politely led him into his office,

and in as pleasant a voice he could muster, he asked if it were true that Jews annul their oaths in advance, thereby allowing
themselves to make false oaths. Chacham Abdallah, who fully understood what was lurking behind the entire conversation,
asked for a Yom Kippur machzor and when it was brought, opened it to the page containing the Kol Nidrei prayer.

    Reading the words aloud, the Rav explained, “The first stanza of this prayer begins with the words: w//// hgucau hrxtu hrsb kfw
(All vows, obligations, oaths...) and ends with the words, wtb,apb kgw (regarding ourselves) by which this formula is limited to
annulling vows that affect ourselves but not any other person. It is restricted to vows between man and G-d alone with no

effect on vows made between one man and another. No vow, promise, or oath that concerns another person or a court of
justice, is implied in Kol Nidrei. It does not matter if a vow was made to one or more Jews or non-Jews.....”
    The governor immediately excused himself for his embarrassing mistake. From then on, the Wali became a personal friend

of the Rav and would often go to see him for advice and guidance on delicate state matters. During this time, Jews experienced
a relative period of calm in Baghdad.

vsu,nu kkp,n hbt sckc hnmg kg tk okug ka ubucr
/// lhbpk ohsnugv lhkve sgcu hsgc ot hf (vfz ,khp,)

    In the viduy of Rav Nissim Gaon ZT”L (in Tefilas Zaka)

that we recite before Kol Nidrei, we say: “Master of the

World, it isn’t for myself that I pray and confess before You,

but for me and the entire congregation who stand before

You. And although I am undeserving of confessing even my

own sins, and moreover the sins of others, Your way is to

delay anger.” Even though we aren’t leading the kehillah in

prayer, we still take responsibility for the sins of others in
our own personal supplications. Why must we confess for
the entire nation? The posuk says: “And they will confess

their sins and the sins of their fathers for the treachery with

which they betrayed Me.” (n-uf trehu) Our fathers and
forefathers did not appoint us to plead their case before

Hashem. And even if they did, can one posthumously
appoint a messenger? If our fathers didn’t confess their sins
(as implied in the posuk) and didn’t appoint us as their

messengers, of what use is our communal confession?
   R’ Moshe Cordovero ZT”L (Tomer Devorah) explains
that all the souls of Klal Yisroel are in essence one great soul

with 6oo,ooo parts. We are all one, rooted in the souls of our
great forefathers, like a massive tree with many branches and
flowers. Thus, we can confess for the sins of our fathers and

our brethren, without being appointed as their messengers.
We bear responsibility for each other and can fulfill each
others’ duties. And even if usually one who fulfills his

obligation to do a mitzvah cannot do that mitzvah on behalf
of another, in this case we can confess the sins of our
brethren even after we’ve fulfilled the mitzvah for ourselves. 

    How can our prayers help a fellow Jew who is completely
estranged or apathetic to the concept of repentance? Each
limb in the great body of our nation works for the good of the

whole. While we are each judged separately, and pass before
Him like sheep (iurn hbcf), Rav Yochanan says, all of Israel is
judged as the totality of the Jewish nation each year. (zy v"r)
        EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
   ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

 ktrah ,hc ung ,ubugku ubh,ubugk jkuxu kjun lkn   
vbau vba kfc ubh,unat rhcgnu   (ohrupfv ouh ,khp,)

     The day of Yom Kippur is the most solemn of the year, yet

an undertone of jubilation suffuses it: a celebration of joy,
that revels in the spirituality of the day and expresses the
confidence that Hashem will accept our prayers of

repentance, forgive our sins, and seal our verdict for a year of
life, health and happiness. The closing Neilah service
climaxes in the resounding cries of “Shema Yisroel ....

Hashem Echad!” Joy erupts in song and dance immediately
pursuant to the single blast of the shofar and the proclamation,
"ohkaurhc vtcv vbak" - “Next year in Jerusalem.” We then

partake of a festive after-fast meal, making the evening
following Yom Kippur almost a festival in its own right.
    The Rebbe, R’ Itzikel of Polotsk ZT”L, would explain

this confidence and joy in our acquittal before the Divine
tribunal, by way of a parable. A child is handed a special
piece of candy, right in front of all of his envious friends,

who would love to have a piece of candy as well. They ask
him to share but he just shakes his head. One kid has an
idea. In a loud voice, he makes the beracha “Shehakol” and

then points to his friend that if he doesn’t give him a piece
of his candy, his blessing will be in vain (vkyck vfrc)! His
friend has no choice but to share his candy now.

     Similarly, says R’ Itzikel, during the tefillos of Yom

Kippur, we conclude with a blessing, kjun lkn wv v,t lurc"
"vbau vba kfc ub,unat rhcgnu /// ubh,bugk jkuxu - “Blessed are

You Hashem, (our) King Who pardons and forgives our sins

.... and removes our guilt from year to year.” How can we be
so sure that the Almighty will forgive us and remove our guilt

every single year? Perhaps, G-d forbid, this year He won’t?
Therefore, we say it in the form of a beracha, with the Name
of Hashem, as if to say, “Hashem, now You must forgive and

pardon us, for if You don’t, You will have caused us to make
a blessing in vain!” Since Hashem would never want that -
He will surely remove our guilt this year - and every year!     

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

kan: The family was waiting anxiously in the visitor’s

lounge. The six-hour operation was now over ten hours long,

and the pensive look on the faces of the doctors and nurses as

they flitted in and out of the operating theater, did little to

quell their rising alarm. From time to time, a surgeon or

nurse would emerge and discuss the progress - or lack

thereof - and discouragement and fear soon turned to panic.

   Almost thirteen hours after it began, hope turned to despair,

the chief surgeon suddenly burst out of the operating room

and announced that the surgery was a complete success!  

    A collective sigh of relief went up from all the members of

the family and gratitude to the One Above was offered in

abundance. Their father was going to live and be well!

    The next day, the chief surgeon visited his patient. Known

for his arrogance, vanity and lack of bedside manner, it was a

surprise to see him there. “I must tell you,” said the doctor,

“that I never thought you’d make it. After ten hours, I was

sure you were a goner! Nothing I did seemed to work and we

were losing you. And then, suddenly, without warning, it

clicked! Things fell into place and the operation turned out to


