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When Avram was 99 years old, Hashem changed his name from
"Avram" to "Avrohom". From here, Chazal teach us that it is prohibited to
even refer to Avrohom by his old name anymore, that one who calls the
first patriarch "Avram", transgresses. By contrast, even after Hashem
changed Yaakov's name to "Yisroel", nevertheless, one is still permitted to
call the third patriarch by his original name "Yaakov", because we find
that even Hashem Himself called him by that name. If so, why then, is it
so terrible if one calls Avrohom by his former name "Avram"?

R' Yechezkel Abramsky ZT"L explains this with a beautiful concept.
Avrohom, the first patriarch's new name, signifies that he is the father of
many nations - #D )7 A %7 - and that is to include the father of all
0> - converts to Judaism. Converts, during prayer, are permitted to call
Hashem, nymarponr» - "The G-d of our fathers," because they are
considered the "children" of Avrohom, as he is the father of many nations.
They are not, however, children of "Avram". Thus, one who calls the
patriarch "Avram", in effect disowns a portion of the Jewish people, the
converts, something which is not acceptable.
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R' Yehuda Horowitz of Dzikov ZT"L would say:
"When teaching Torah, one can be compared to two types of soldiers.

One goes out to wage war by spreading Torah knowledge. 1, on the other
hand, remain behind and protect the home-front."

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:
"Whoever does not see Hashem everywhere, does not see Hashem

[

anywhere!

A great Chassidishe Rebbe once said:
"Those whose piety amounts to reciting the entirexIehillim after
davening, do not impress me. It took King David 70 years to compose the

ethItm, and they can go through ‘the whole thmg in IUSt one hour"'
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world see fit to praise Him?"

The Rebbe looked around and his gaze fell on the chasid. "T'll tell
you," said the Rebbe, answering his own question. "Sometimes it
happens that a jew is about to fall into a snare set by a gentile, and the
Almighty does an act of love and kindness by sending an emissary
through whom the evil decree is nullified, even before it can be realized.
At the time, the man who is saved does not even know that evil plans
were laid against him. Thus, he does not have a specific reason to thank
the Almighty. The gentiles, however, who know that they had the
possibility of harming a jew, and Hashem out of kindness to His chosen
people, frustrated these designs - they are the ones who actually
recognize His greatness and they should be the ones to praise Him!" R’
Shmuel Abba smiled at the newcomer and began to sing a nigun.

The chasid listened in awe. Clearly, there was no need for him to tell
his Rebbe why he had come to Zichlin.
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There seems to be a redundancy here. Why does the Torah repeat the
statement "That they could not dwell together", if it already states, "And
the land was not able to bear them that they might dwell together'?

R' Meir Simcha Hakohen of Dvinsk ZT"L bases his response on
the patterns of human nature. Every quarrel is triggered by a dispute.
When the argument erupts, both parties fight for what they perceive as
their rightful position. As the conflict expands and the flames of hatred
and passion engulf the battleground, the fight for justice becomes a fight
for the sake of quarreling, and less about the issues, They tear at each
other, attack, and defame one another, without remembering the reason
for their dispute or the cause that gave rise to it. This is akin to true
DN NNV - hostility without a cause.

Thus the posuk begins, "4nd the land was not able to bear them that
they might dwell together", referring to the shepherds of Avrohom and

“those of Lot. The reason for this being, "for their wealth was great”.
However, in the end, it reached a point, "that they could not live
together”, for no reason at all, without them even knowing the actual
cause of the friction.
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A wealthy chasid once passed through the town of Kutna on his way to
meeting with the governor of the province, whom he knew well. The
governor asked him if he knew of the rabbi, R' Shmuel Abba of Zichlin
ZT"L. Suspecting trouble, he answered that he did, and inquired as to
what business the governor had with the Rebbe. The gentile explained that
he had received an order from Warsaw accusing the Rebbe of being
antagonistic to the government and he was to be imprisoned for the crime
of aiding and abetting the Polish rebels. The chasid immediately told the
governor that these accusations were baseless and he could report back to
Warsaw with the reassurance that he himself had investigated the matter
and had found no cause for pursuing the issue further. Since the governor
respected him, he followed his advice and the matter was dropped.

Soon after, the chasid arrived in Zichlin and found the Rebbe sitting at
the head of a festive table with a group of Chassidim. He thought it would
be impertinent of him to tell of his encounter with the governor right then,
and decided to wait until the zish was over.

The Rebbe, meanwhile, had begun to say words of Torah. "In Tehillim,
Dovid Hamelech writes "y7on Dy 9239 ... M 93 N AROONY - Praise
Hashem, all the nations ... for his kindness to us has become great. Now,
if Hashem has been kind to us, Bnei Yisroel, why should the nations of the
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