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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a - Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
ROSH HASHANAH ON SHABBOS

This year, the first day of Rosh Hashanah (and the first
day of Sukkos and Shemini Atzeres) fall out on Shabbos,
while the second day of these Yomim Tovim, including
Simchas Torah, are on Motzei Shabbos and Sunday.
These days have special halachos which sometimes
become forgotten because they don’t happen every year.

In the Shemona Esrei of Shabbos/Yom Tov (12 in all),
there is special mention of Shabbos both in the middle
and ending phrase of the long fourth berachah. If one
completely omits Shabbos, even one time, in that fourth
berachah, it invalidates the berachah and consequently,
the Shemona Esrei. Therefore, if he remembers before he
is ready to step back, he must go back and repeat over
from the fourth berachah until the end of Shemona Esrei.
If he remembered after reaching the point of being ready
to step back, he must repeat the entire Shemona Esrei ().
Sholosh Seudos - Third Meal of Shabbos

On a Shabbos/Yom Tov like this year, one is obligated to
eat a third meal in the afternoon as on every Shabbos, but
not in a manner that would take away his appetite for the
nightime Yom Tov meal. Thus, one should begin the third
Shabbos meal before the last quarter of the day. Ideally,
one should start the third meal on Rosh Hashanah before
3:50 P.M. (in the N.Y. area), on Sukkos before 3:34 P.M.,

andon Shemini Atzeres before 3:27 P.M. Another opinion
@ holds that the times are 42 minutes later. 72y>73, one
may start even later so long ashe does not eat too much @).
Havdalah - Leaving Shabbos

‘When night falls and Shabbos is over, it is prohibited to
do any melachah for Yom Tov until one says "oyhm" in
Maariv or "wnp> whp 2 970 " @. Before the
meal the """ (Kiddush ushering in day two of Yom Tov
combined with Havdalah ushering out Shabbos) is said,
and Havdalah also concludes with wnp ya 9700
munipb ). If one mistakenly said the regular words of
"ND WP P2 71ann” and did not correct himself
immediately, he is not x¥v and the berachah must be
repeated ©. (The berachah on o»wa is not said because
the Yom Tov meal accomplishes the purpose of reviving
the body when the 11> N of Shabbos leaves.)

There are different minhagim how to make the
berachah on the fire in this Havdalah. Some touch two
candles together like every Motzei Shabbos; others hold
that falling wax from the tilted candle is causing an early
extinguishing of the candle, which might be an issur on
Yom Tov. They hold one should say the berachah on the
candles as they are, because a double flame is only a
preference and does not invalidate the beracha. Others
buy a double-wick Yom Tov candle for this havdalah .
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R' Yehuda Zev Segal ZT"L (Manchester Rosh Yeshivah) would say:
"When we stand before the Ribono Shel Olam on Rosh Hashanah, hopeful that our New Year
resolutions will tip the scale of judgment in our favor, we must provide some sort of guarantee that we

will follow through on our resolutions. That guarantee is the study of Mussar! Only with the study of
Mussar can one truly refine himself and climb the ladder of spiritual improvement."

R' Mordechai of Lechovitz ZT"L would say:

"Chazal tell us that one of the questions a person is asked when he comes before the Heavenly
Tribunal is 'N»nNN2 NN NXRWY - Did you deal in business with honesty and truth? But another question is
being asked at the very same time: nMN3 NN nNwY - Did you deal with your /nynxN - 'Faith' in
Hashem honestly and truthfully? Or did you just pretend to believe in Him?"

R' Mordechai Yosef ZT"L of 1zhbitz would say:

"A Rebbe can erect the ladder, but it is up to the chasid to climb the rungs of spirituality!"
DEDICATED BY THE RABINOWITZ FAMILY 1738 - 17y 51n2w N2 XY NURN DY) NuY
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R' Chaim's joy knew no bounds. That final year, the Jews of Moscow merited the fulfillment of the
mitzvah of Tekias Shofar in true fashion and it would be quite some time before such a sound could be
heard again in the city. The selfless act of staying up all night studying the laws of Shofar, was the merit
that allowed R' Chaim to obtain and fulfill the mitzvah of Shofar.
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Why do we urge and insist 70N 9992 ANV’ -
that Hashem "inscribe" us in the Book of Life? Do
we not trust Him to simply remember our good
deeds and deal with us mercifully? Is it absolutely
necessary that our judgment be written down?

A wedding once took place in the city of
Baranovich. Unlike the normal custom in those
days, where both sides would decide upon and
write in the Tenaim papers their stated amount of
support for the young couple, one side flatly
refused to write anything down. "Don't worry, you
have my word," said the father indignantly. "There
is no need to write anything down."

But a custom is a custom, and the people finally
came to R' Elchanan Wasserman ZT"L HY'"D,
asking him to speak to the unrelenting party.

R' Elchanan told the father, "Chazal tell us that
the noyn Yv 7 M2 - Heavenly Court, is obligated
to follow the decrees and rulings of the Sw 7 ma
non - Earthly Court, with regard to matters
pertaining to this world. Here, when a Beis Din
issues a ruling, it is immediately drawn up and
recorded in official court documents, lest people
doubt the veracity of the psak. As a result, in the
Heavenly Court up above, they too, record every
ruling in the appropriate ledgers. Why, then, would
you refuse to write down what is required of you?"

On Rosh Hashanah, and throughout these Days
of Awe, we ask Hashem: Please remember our
good deeds and issue a positive judgment. And
then, write it down to be recorded for all time.

(999 759502 %2 1IN MUY D919 1IN PNY
Three times a year, Bnei Yisroel is commanded
to go up and celebrate Yom Tov (Mo ,myav ,No9)
in the Bais Hamikdosh. Why is there no mitzvah of

e SHEL
9379 N»YY on Rosh Hashanah, as well?

The Sefas Emes, R' Yehudah Aryeh Leib
Alter ZT"L gives an explanation based on the
gemara (12 n7). There are two things that are not
permitted in the Bais Hamikdosh due to the princ-
iple of 79V NYYY VP PN - "A Prosecuting
attorney cannot become a defense attorney":
Wearing the ant »m1 - golden vestments, when the
Kohen Gadol performs the Yom Kippur Avodah,
and blowing a 119 S¥ 9w - horn of a cow, on
Rosh Hashanah. Although the Kohen Gadol enters
inside the Holy of Holies for the Avodah, while the
Shofar is blown outside, the gemara equates the
two since the sound of the Shofar is so that Hashem
remembers YN »2 and bestows them with mercy;
thus, it is considered 107 0927 - "As if it is inside."”

For this reason, we do not need to actually go up
to the Bais Hamikdosh on Rosh Hashanah; by
properly performing the mitzvah of Tekias Shofar,
it is deemed as if we are already 79927 - "inside."
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On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, we lain the
parsha of "nv NX TP 'y, which deals with the
chessed that Hashem did for Avrohom Avinu with
the birth of Yitzchok. On the second day, we read
the story of pny> npy, which is a focal point of
our fefillos during the day, as we pray that in the
merit of the Akeidah, we should attain a favorable
judgment. Shouldn't it be the opposite; shouldn't
we lain the NTPYN NwI9 on the first day?

No, declaims R' Eliyohu Kushelevsky ZT''L,
we must realize that only through the chessed and
kindness of Hashem, will we truly be y7a non -
Jjudged favorably. If we understand this concept on
the first day of Yom Hadin, together with the Mot
of the akeidah we can effect a successful verdict.
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When the Bolshevik Revolution overtook the Russian landscape, one of the primary objectives of the
ruling Communist party was to dismantle the practice of religion, particularly the Jewish religion. To that
end, many decrees were issued against the practice and observance of Judaism, and many Jews were
forced to flee their homes or practice in secret. Moscow, which became the capital city of the U.S.S.R.,
forbade Jews to reside there and only certain worker permits were issued to Jews in special cases.

The Rov of Moscow at that time was R' Chaim Berlin ZT"L. As the thousands of Muscovite Jews
fled the city, he remained behind determined to see that every last Jew found a place to resettle. As Rosh
Hashanah approached, only a few dozen Jews were left in the city. One of the remaining members
produced a Shofar, the only one left in the city, and was preparing to blow it on the holy day. To his
horror and dismay, however, he noticed a long crack along the length of the Shofar which invalidated it.
Yom Tov would soon be upon them and there was no time to procure a second Shofar. R' Chaim and the
remaining Jews of Moscow realized that this would likely be the first time in their lives that they would
be unable to perform the mitzvah of Tekias Shofar on Rosh Hashanah.

With a heavy heart, R' Chaim resigned himself to his situation. "Well," he thought sadly, "If I cannot
hear the sound of the Shofar, at least let me study the halachos of Shofar. Maybe in that merit, it will
allow me to ‘make-up' somewhat for the loss of the mitzvah."

On the first night of Rosh Hashanah, R' Chaim stayed up all night in the Beis Medrash, studying any
and all the halachos pertaining to the mitzvah of Shofar. At the crack of dawn, he left the Beis Medrash
and headed towards the large shul for the early morning prayers. But as he looked up, he couldn't believe
his eyes: driving down the empty street right in front of him was a horse-drawn wagon adorned on all
sides with unusual crafts, historical artifacts and an assortment of musical instruments, including a ram's
horn which looked exactly like a .... Shofar!

The stunned Rov hastily ran over to the coachman and asked, "Where did you get this horn from?" The
coachman had been enjoying the peaceful stillness of the early morning and jumped up startled. Looking
directly at the Rov, he began sputtering incoherently, until he finally blurted out, "Honored Rabbi, I didn't
know it was yours. I would have never stolen it had I known it was yours."

Slowly, the story came out. The gentile coachman had a hobby of collecting all sorts of horns, trumpets
and wind instruments. When the Jews of Moscow left the city, he went rummaging through the old
deserted synagogues looking for anything of value. It was there that he came across this ram's horn and it
became one of his valued collectibles. "But rabbi," the gentile pleaded, hoping the rabbi would not report
his theft, "Take it. It's yours. Its the only one I found, but I want you to have it."
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