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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a - Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

A SERIES IN HILCHOS SHABBOS
BENTCHING ON SHABBOS

On Shabbos, when one finishes his meal, he is
obligated to say the tefillah of »nyOonM Ny
during the third beracha of bentching. If one forgot
to say it, he must repeat bentching by the first two
Shabbos meals, but not by the third meal wbv)
(MmTyv. Since one is required to eat a bread meal
on Friday night and Shabbos day, inserting "nx9”
which mentions Shabbos, is also required. The
third meal, however, according to some opinions
need not consist of bread; even cake, fish, meat or
fruit are enough to fulfill the mitzvah. Thus, even if
one does wash, his bentching does not become
invalidated if he forgot to say "nxa” ().

If aquorum of men (3 or 10) bentched collectively
103, and they forgot to say ”nxv7, they have
nevertheless fulfilled the obligation of y2» and
each one should bentch again separately ().

If one is in doubt whether he said ”nx9” or not,
he must repeat bentching by the first two meals. If
his wife or young child assure him that in fact he
had recited it, he may rely on them and need not
repeat bentching 3). A lady who is unsure if she
said 7n¥9” does not need to bentch over again (),
although if she knows for sure that she forgot it,

the halacha applies to her the same as for men, and
she must repeat bentching by the first two meals.
Reminding oneself in the middle of Bentching
During bentching, if one missed ”nNx9” in its
proper place, but then remembered before saying
Hashem's Name in the beracha of »nna nnar
noovy, he simply goes back and recites it then. If
he already said Hashem's Name, he should finish
with the words 7>pn »711nY” and then recite #nNx.
However, if he finished the entire beracha and
realized his neglect afterwards, he can make the

following substitute beracha in that spot: >'Na
NANN ONIY> NYY DNHND MNIY N IWR D7IN

5 NAWN WIPN N NN TN .1729 MmN, He then
continues with the fourth beracha of bentching. 1t
is a good idea to memorize this substitute beracha.

If he entirely forgot to say #nx9” in its prescribed
place, and began the next beracha, even if he only
said the word 77127, according to many poskim ()
he must go back to the beginning of bentching. A
differing opinion regarding this is found in Mishna
Berurah and Biur Halacha ).

When saying "n>nnn by” on Shabbos, one should
recite the short version of »nx~7. If he forgot to say
it, he need not repeat the beracha ).

NN DY(S) A9:NOP N3 NIVA(7) 7V 39D ¥V ,1:NIP GO 2393(6) 1:NOP NIN(S) 2:2 NI APY U3 1171W(4) :1) NNIYND NAY NYNY(3) V:BWY(2) 1:NOP NIN(L)

ceas I NPT YN

R' Zeidel Smiatycki ZT"L of London would say:

"Being a Rebbe and giving a shiur is not for everyone who is a learned Talmid Chacham. The posuk
states 11292 yn) nNYY - and from here we see that this is a G-d-given craft, a gift handed down from
Hashem Yisborach, to be able to give over Torah to students and train them properly."

R' Shmuel Rozovsky ZT"L (Ponovezher Rosh Yeshiva) would say:

"When the Jews brought the materials for the Mishkan, they brought with them their 2250 ™21y -
'Gift of their hearts.’ For the main donation that was used to build the Mishkan, was not so much the
material items, but rather their overflowing good will and intentions - they gave their hearts!"

The Gerrer Rebbe, R' Simcha Bunim Alter ZT''L (Lev Simcha) would say:
"Through the assembly of the Jews - 'nwn Snp>y - into a Klal Yisroel, the »yawn ova, which was the
unpaired, odd day of the week, now had a companion, a ')t 2’ - Knesses Yisroel!"

SPONSORED BY MRS H. HOFFMAN IN HONOR OF THE 30TH BIRTHDAY OF HER SON ALEXANDER
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! RECEIVE IT TODAY FOR YOUR SHUL OR YESHIVA, OR HAVE IT
E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY. PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200, OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.
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“Bunim,” R" Aharon pleaded, “This would embarrass them terribly.” Bunim was firm. “Not only was
the Rosh Yeshiva humiliated, so was the honor of Torah itself. He must understand this most significant
point,” he replied. R' Aharon remained silent, and Bunim returned the check with a fiery letter.

TORAH GEMS
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The Nesiim lost the letter ' from their title as a
form of punishment for their mbyy - laziness,
responding after everyone else to the call for
donations. Since almost everything had already
been given, they could only bring that which hadn't
yet been donated - the stones of the onw and the
N, These were rare and precious stones,
extremely valuable indeed. The Nesiim gave them
over graciously and in fact, completed the list of
necessary materials that were needed in the
Mishkan. Why, then, were they punished? What
greater form of philanthropy can there possibly be
than to provide not just one or two items, but
everything else that was missing, including valuable
stones. Undertaking to fill in any item that was
missing, why did they deserve to be punished?

Hashem not only judges people by their actions,
but also by their intentions. Explains R' Chaim
Shmuelevitz ZT"L, the Nesiim, by their actions,
seemed to perform a great mitzvah. Yet, Rashi tells
us that deep down, the underlying source of their
committment to be last and thereby "top off" the
donations, stemmed from their laziness. This
terrible middah manifests itself in different forms,
including causing one to validate his actions with
faulty logic. In this case, the Princes, leaders and
respected elders of their respective tribes, should
have rushed to be the first to respond, thereby
setting an example for everyone else. Instead, they
reasoned, "Let everyone else give, and whatever is
left we will take care of." Hashem, who is yan”
rowyn 95 NN - "Understands all of their
actions,” recognized their true intentions, and
penalized them for their lack of alacrity.
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Moshe Rabbeinu was a bit concerned about
accepting mirrors from the women as a donation
towards the Mishkan. Hashem not only allayed his
fears but even encouraged him, saying, "Take them
(mirrors), for these objects are more beloved to me
than all the rest!" The mirrors, in which ladies
beautify themselves in order to find favor in their
husbands' eyes, are so much more than a mere
vanity object: Mirrors are what bring about peace
and harmony between husband and wife!

The holy Ariz'al writes another purpose for the
mirrors in the Mishkan: "Before one would bring a
korbon, the kohen would look deeply into his face
and be able to recognize the errant thoughts that
led him to sin, and cleanse him. Since it is
forbidden to look at the face of a woman, mirrors
were employed for the kohen to look into and
thereby cleanse the woman of her thoughts." An
amazing concept, indeed! But what difference does
it make if the kohen looks into the woman's face or
sees it reflected through a mirror? Either way, it is
forbidden for him, or any man, to look at her?

The Munkatcher Rebbe, R' Chaim Elazar
Shapiro ZT"L (Minchas Elazar) -elucidates:
Many people would come to the Mishkan and
watch as the kohanim and their young apprentices
would perform the daily services. If a simple and
uneducated man were to come and see how the
kohen is staring into the face of a woman, not
understanding the true reason for this, he may come
to consider it as appropriate and become lax in this
area of tznius. In order to avoid this concern,
mirrors were used symbolically, so that no one
would get the wrong idea and lead himself to sin.
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The great founder and Rosh Yeshiva of the esteemed Lakewood Yeshiva, R' Aharon Kotler ZT"L,
did not take offense if a supporter treated him callously. However, the fiery Amos Bunim, an influential
and wonderfully effective layman, who occasionally accompanied R' Aharon to raise funds for the
yeshiva, often flared up when the honor of the Rosh Yeshiva was being compromised. In most cases, R’
Aharon invariably restrained him. One incident, however, was too serious to ignore.

On his first trip to Florida, R' Aharon decided to stay away from hotels because people there often
dressed immodestly. Prospective contributors would visit him in the home of his host, but one successful
businessman said he would make a sizeable donation if R' Aharon visited him at his hotel. Bunim and R’
Aharon demurred, but the man was insistent. Finally, an agreement was reached: the Rosh Yeshiva would
arrive at lunchtime, when virtually everyone would be properly attired, and go directly to the man’s room.

The plan failed. While R' Aharon and Bunim waited for the lobby elevator to arrive, a car drove up
and out stepped a woman in wholly inappropriate attire. As Bunim hurriedly guided him into the elevator,
R' Aharon began to cry. “Ribbono shel Olam,” he said through his tears, “farvos kumt mir der bizoyon" -
"Why is this shame coming to me?” Bunim resented the man’s insensitivity in subjecting R' Aharon to
such a situation, but he held his anger in check. After all, the man had not intentionally embarrassed R'
Aharon. In fact, he greeted R' Aharon cordially, almost reverently. “T'd like to give $5,000 to your
Yeshiva,” he said. “Let me write the check for you right now.”

Before the man could take up his pen, his son walked in unexpectedly. “I want to show you how to
give tzedakah,” the man said to his son. “Here, you write the check.” The son sat down, took the pen and,
as his father nodded, wrote as Bunim spelled Beth Medrash Govoha. Then, he asked for the amount.

“Five thousand dollars,” the father beamed. The son turned to him. “Five thousand?” he shouted
incredulously. “Pa, are you’re crazy?” Bunim felt the anger rise within him. The Rosh Yeshiva had
suffered the indignity of seeing an immodestly dressed woman, and now this. Bunim started to protest,
but glanced at R' Aharon and kept silent.

“I’ll give him a small check,” the son continued, “but I’'m not going to write that amount.” Obviously
confused, and not wanting to argue with his son in front of the visitors, the older man hesitated.

R' Aharon shrugged heavily, thanked the man, signaled to Bunim and left. Long after he and Bunim
returned to New York, the son sent a $100 donation. Enraged, Bunim asked for the check. “This is no
way to show kavod for the Rosh Yeshiva. I'm going to tear up that check and send it back.”
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