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St As long as Yaakov lived in the house of Lavan,
Hashem did not speak to Yaakov, however, as soon as
Lavan went away and Yaakov did not see him for a few
days, Hashem told Yaakov to return to his homeland wh'ere
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Talking in the Bathroom. The Gemara () states that one
should not talk while in a bathroom. The reason given in the
Gemara is because of Tznius - modesty. The idea seems to be
that it is not modest to attract attention while one is relieving
himself. The Mekubalim @ add another reason. There is a
certain “power of uncleanliness” (mvmwn Nd) that can attach
itself to the holy power of speech of a person and harm the
person in various ways. If, however, someone talks to him from
outside the bathroom, he may grunt or make some other noise to
hint that he is unable to respond 3). The same applies if someone
is about to enter the bathroom and he wants to stop him by
letting him know that someone is already inside.

For a Need. If there is a bonafide need to talk in a restroom, i.e.
if one enters with a child or elderly person who requires
assistance, he is permitted to talk @). In these cases, he can even
talk in a regular manner without having to minimize his words
like a telegram (5). This can be understood in two ways. Since it
is not an absolute sin, one can be lenient in cases of need, as they
override the undesirable activity of talking. Additionally, this
type of talking might not be included in the whole issur since the
reasons of the Gemara and Mekubalim might not apply to such
“pbathroom-content” talk. While a person is actually relieving
himself, he should not talk at all, even for a need ).

Talking on the Phone. Some pose a question as follows: If one
CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV
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Hashem will rest His Shechina in his midst. Not only can
associating with bad people cause a person to be influenced
by their evil ways, but it does not allow Hashem’s Presence
to be with a Jew - and then his life is no life at all!
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talks to another person on the phone while in the bathroom, and
no one is around to hear him talking, is that considered a lack of
tznius? After all, he is not attracting any attention and the listener
doesn’t know that he is in a bathroom. Even if we may say that
the Gemara’s reason doesn’t apply, however, the other reason of
the Mekubalim does still apply, and therefore one should not do
this, especially while he is doing his needs.

In a Restroom for Other Reasons. There is sufficient ground to
be lenient and allow one to talk if he enters a bathroom for other
reasons only. For example, if one goes in to brush his teeth or
wash his face, he can talk. First of all, this is not similar to the
Gemara’s case and we have no right to stretch the issue more
than is stated. Secondly, we can combine the fact that our modern-
day facilities that wash away the waste so quickly, might be
better than the older types of bathrooms, as mentioned last week.
Talking in Lashon Kodesh/Hebrew. In any situation when one
is permitted to talk in these places (there is a need to talk or to do
other things, etc.) one may even talk in Hebrew (7. Since the
content of the talk is not words of Torah, they can be said even in
the holy language. It is an act of piety - Mm™ON 1T - not to speak
in Hebrew in a lavatory when doing so for a specific need (like
the first case) @), and possibly even in the second case when one
enters for other reasons. The sefer Afikei Maginim writes () that
in a place where all day, the main spoken language is Hebrew, it

is not even an act of piety to refrain.
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Leah said, “Now that I have received more than my portion, I am thanking Hashem.” Why now? The Medrash says that
Leah saw with Ruach Hakodesh, that Yaakov Avinu was destined to have four wives and twelve shevatim. She understood
this to mean that each of the four wives would be ENTITLED to three children. But now that she gave birth to her fourth
child, she davened and thanked Hashem because she received more than she was entitled to. Doesn’t it seem strange that
Leah would wait until her fourth child to thank Hashem and not thank Him for each one individually? Furthermore, in the

gemara (X ™M>2) it says that none of her predecessors ever thanked Hashem before Leah. Why not?

I had a beautiful machshava which I truly feel is a lesson in life. Leah made a cheshbon. She figured that she deserved only
three children. However, now that she gave birth to a fourth child, she realized that her cheshbon was wrong. In fact, she
realized that she wasn’t ENTITLED to anything! Therefore, she said, "oyan" - “Now I am thanking Hashem, not only for
this child, but for ALL my children.” Everything we have is a gift from Hashem and we aren’t entitled to anything. Leah
taught us that even things which seem natural are precious gifts, something her predecessors did not realize. She named her
son "N - which includes the letters of the name of Hashem - a name that every Yid is called - because we have to thank
Hashem for every breath we take - "nmwn m»w) 535y ... 72 WIN OT"
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In the annals of history, Yaakov Avinu’s wedding night will likely go down as one of the most unusual of all time. After
working for seven years to marry his beloved, his future father-in-law throws a grand party, invites the whole town to a feast -
and then promptly switches the bride with her sister! Yaakov has no idea and first learns of it the next morning. It is hard to
imagine a more freakish scenario - ever! But as our Sages tell us: (5P 1naw) "NN 2 107NN ™" - “There is no wedding
(contract) that has no issue.” Even in the case of Yaakov Avinu, the "»n2" (choicest) of the Avos, there was some mishap that
was bound to occur. If it could happen to him, it could surely happen to us - we just have to learn how to deal with it.

One night, people standing outside the home of the Steipler Gaon, R’ Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky ZT’L, were witness to
a sight that had never been seen before: A young woman in a white flowing wedding gown was being escorted into the house,
where she spent a few minutes in deep discussion with the Gaon himself. As was well-known, the Steipler did not allow
women into his private room, and if a woman wished to receive a blessing or advice, she needed to submit a paper with her
request. This occurrence was most unusual. Only later, R” Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a revealed the sequence of events.

That very evening, this bride, and her groom, had been wed in a beautiful ceremony in one of the local Bnei Brak wedding
halls. After the chuppah, the couple was led to the "1 971" (Yichud Room) amidst joyous singing and dancing from the
many guests in attendance. As soon as they were inside the private room, the chosson and kallah sat down at a table where
food and drink was prepared for their enjoyment. Suddenly, out of nowhere, a huge black mouse scurried out of a corner and
ran directly between the feet of the chosson and the kallah. The two jumped out of their chairs and the kallah began shrieking
uncontrollably. Her newly wedded husband attempted to calm her down once the mouse had dashed out of the room but it
was to no avail. She screamed and cried and shrieked at the top of her lungs until people outside the room were forced to
come in and see what was going on. Amidst her sobs, she tearfully explained that the sighting of a black mouse in the yichud
room could only mean one thing: it was a "y7 y»9©" - an evil omen that this shidduch was doomed! No amount of calming or
logic was helpful and the kallah went right on weeping in obvious distress. She refused to leave the room and enter the
ballroom for the festivities and she wouldn’t listen to her parents, her family members - even a local psychologist was brought
in to try to talk to her. Nothing that was said could change her mind and she went on crying and repeating in a panic-stricken
voice that this is surely a sign the shidduch was never meant to be and that she was cursed.

Eventually, someone suggested that they speak to the Steipler for advice and he sent back a message that she should come
right then and there to his home for a personal consultation. When she arrived, he began to speak in a soothing tone of voice.

“You should know,” began the Gaon, “I think you are one-hundred-percent correct in your assessment of the situation.
Seeing a black mouse in the yichud room is certainly not a good sign, and no matter what all the psychologists and therapists
are telling you, they are wrong and you are right!” The Steipler continued along this vein, until the woman stopped crying.

The room was perfectly still and the young kallah was staring into the face of the Tzaddik. “But now, you must listen to
what I have to say. Our Sages, in their infinite wisdom, have decreed that ‘there is no wedding (contract) that has no issue.’
This is an immutable fact which cannot be disputed. Now, I have been told that from the moment your shidduch was
commenced, everything has been smooth and clear. No arguments between the prospective in-laws, the families get along
with one another just fine, and certainly there is only joy and happiness between the chosson and kallah. There are no
problems, no issues.” Here the Steipler raised his voice. “But there must be an issue! Chazal have told us that there must be an
issue! It cannot be otherwise! Therefore, the Ribono shel Olam sent this mouse to scurry around on the night of your wedding
for one reason and one reason only: to create some sort of issue! But that’s it - that is the only issue! From here and on, you

will see only joy, happiness and peace in your home, all the days of your,

ives'!” The relieved kallah returned to the hall and

the wedding was especially joyous. ﬂ@ﬂﬁ ﬁ}:ﬁcﬂ ﬂ@j bw@
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Swin: Towards the end of his life, when the ressburger
Rav, R’ Akiva Sofer ZT”’L (Daas Sofer) was already living
in Jerusalem, a Jew came to him with an urgent query. He
was faced with no source of income and had been offered a
good job as a restaurant manager in a hotel. However, prior
to accepting, he had heard that the hotel’s proprietor was of
doubtful integrity and the kosher certification had been
removed. The unscrupulous owner was sure that if people
heard that this Jew was the new manager, the hechsher
would be returned, and he offered him a substantial wage.

The Daas Sofer saw the case in its true light, realizing that
the hotel proprietor wished to fool the rabbanim. “My friend,
Chazal say, 'y 71anmn SN - do not associate with wicked
people,” he warned the Yid. “Stay away and I promise you
that in the zechus of my grandfather, the Chasam Sofer
ZT”’L, you will shortly be blessed with a good parnassa.”

Relieved of his burden of doubt, the Jew obeyed the
Pressburger Rav. His reward was soon to follow, when he
was offered a prestigious job earning him a better wage than
that he had been promised at the hotel.

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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The word "y»o" which denotes prayer, comes from the
word "¥39" (nuisance). R’ Duvid’l of Lelov ZT”’L explains
that when we pray, we must do so with persistence, even if
we “bother” Hashem incessantly. He wants to see that we are
focused on our tefillos, for then He will see to our needs.

The following story is told by Reb Yechiel Levy of Elad:
On Rosh Chodesh Kislev 5769, a wealthy man came to
daven with his Rebbe, R’ Benzion Halberstam Shlit’a of
Bobov. As the kehillah was in the middle of Korbonos
(offerings), the man stole a peek at his smart-phone to read
his email. His eyes became fixed on an urgent message from
his office dealing with a business transaction that could be
worth million of dollars if he acted on it immediately!

As he studied the message and thought of how to respond,
the Rebbe himself approached and sternly admonished the
man: “If you want to daven with us, then turn off your phone
and don’t miss any part of the tefillos. Otherwise, go daven
someplace else!” The Rebbe’s faithful follower blushed
with shame and instantly turned off his phone, joining in
the Rosh Chodesh prayers with the rest of the kehillah.

Davening took a while and as soon as it was over, the
man reopened his handheld device and was confronted by a
series of messages that began with: “Where are you? What
are you doing? The deal will be lost!” His heart started
beating wildly as he read message after message. He finally
reached the last one, which stated: “You are not going to
believe this: the market just took a sudden downturn and by
amiracle, we avoided losing close to 30 million dollars!”

Filled with an emotion he could not conceal, he showed
the message to his neighbors, proving that a miracle had
just occurred. He immediately went to see the Bobover
Rebbe and gave him a sizable donation. The Rebbe then
said to him, “This is not a miracle. It’s a simple lesson that
when we begin davening and put all our business aside,
Hashem takes care of things in the best possible way.”
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Chazal tell us that the Imahos (Matriarchs) were born
barren (MM py), unable to bear children naturally because
“Hashem desires the prayers of the righteous” and the
Matriarchs were required to pour out their hearts in
supplication before the Almighty saw fit to open their
wombs. However, we find a unique disparity between the
words in the posuk when Sarah was answered and when
Rochel conceived. (N-ND) "N DX Tp9 '™’ - “And Hashem
recalled Sarah.” The Name “Hashem” refers to Middas
HaChessed - the G-dly attribute of kindness, and when He
gave Sarah the offspring she always prayed for, He did so
with kindness. On the other hand, ">n7 NN ©PONX DM - “And
the Lord remembered Rochel.” With regard to Rochel, the
Name “Elokim” is employed, a Name which denotes Middas
HaDin - the strict attribute of justice. Why was Rochel only
answered with justice and not kindness like Sarah?

Chacham Avraham Suissa ZT”’L offers a unique, if not
creative, understanding of the respective Names of G-d. In
Pardes Rimonim, the great Kabbalist R’ Moshe Cordovero
ZT”L notes that the numerical value of "©"n"o'N" (86) is equal
to the value of "vavn" (nature), because the natural world is a
manifestation of the Almighty in a role of judgment and
restraint that extends the patterns and regularity of the world of
nature. The ineffable Name of Hashem (n--n-) is above and
beyond the laws of nature, and with this Name, Hashem
performs miracles beyond the boundaries of the natural realm.

It was clearly not natural for Sarah to give birth at the age
of 90, as it is written, “Shall Sarah, a 90-year-old woman,
give birth?” Since she could no longer conceive at such an age
according to the laws of nature, hence the Name “HASHEM”
is used in her regard, for it represents a modification of
nature. Conversely, “ELOKIM” is used with regard to
Rochel, not due to Middas HaDin, but because Rochel was
young and it was only natural for her to bear children.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

Why a ladder? Do angels need a ladder to go up? They can fly! R’ Zecharya Wallerstein Shlit’a explains that the ladder of
Yaakov symbolizes the ladder of a person’s life. Life is a ladder that must be climbed carefully, step by step, and it helps us grow
in our Avodas Hashem. Just as one cannot climb up a ladder with his hands in his pockets and he/she must hold on tight so as not
to fall; so too, in life we must hold onto Hashem in order to succeed. And when one goes down a ladder, he must face the ladder so
as not to fall; so too, in life, even when one falls on hard times, he must hold on tight, look upward and face the problem head on.

This idea was conveyed so poignantly Tuesday night in Har Nof where thousands of people gathered for chizuk after the
tragedy that has shaken every member of Klal Yisroel to the core. Many great Rabbis spoke words of hisorirus and people were
astounded by the heartfelt words of chizuk from the 4 almanos, Mrs. Twerski, Mrs.Levine, Mrs. Goldberg and Mrs. Kupinsky.
With their words and actions, they show us all how to truly climb the ladder of life in the most trying circumstances. Only by
holding on tight to emunah and bitachon in Hashem’s mercy can we all continue to climb to greater heights. One lady even
cried out to Hashem to bring Moshiach now! Not because of her suffering, she said, but because of YOUR suffering, Hashem!
You are watching 2000 years of Jewish tragedy and pain, such as this! Your pain is so great, Hashem! Bring Moshiach now so
that the Shechina will not have to suffer any longer! If a woman in such grief and pain can see only the Tzaar Hashechina, then

surely we have reached the final rungs on the giant ladder of Jewish suffering. May we be zoche to the final geulah TODAY!




