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  September 16, 2006 -  -  -  - å"ñùú ìåìà â"ë   

1:22 - úáù / äìåãâ äçðî      (Monsey, NY)        5:46 - ù"ò / äçðîä âìô                      
7:04 - úáùä íåé ìù äòé÷ù      ~~~~~~~~     * 6:48 - úáù ìù úåøð ú÷ìãä                

7:54 - áéøòî / íéáëåëä úàö        ~~~~~~         9:08 - à"î / òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ               
8:16 - íú åðéáø úèéùì / ë"äö         ~~~~~        9:44 - à"øâä / òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ             

("äìë éàåá" øîàéùî) úáùä úìá÷ íöò ïîæî øçàì ïéà ,íã÷åî ÷éìãîù éî *
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EREV ROSH HASHANAH-LAST DAY OF THE YEAR

    The last day of the year is special in many ways. If one 

uses every available moment of this day for excellence in 

his service of Hashem, he can, to some extent, fix up 

certain undesirable actions he might have done during the 

out-going year. For example many seforim [D'rushei 

Tz’lach and others] bring down from earlier Kabballah 

sources that a good Shemona Esrei at the end of a week, 

month or year, can add quality to previous tefillos that 

were said without proper concentration. This, of course, is 

not as good as having proper concentration at the time of 

the earlier tefillos.

    One should prepare himself for the crucial tefillos on 

Rosh Hashanah by looking over the main sections and 

knowing the meaning of the words (1). There is a 

widespread custom to fast (2) till past the Halachic midday 

on Erev Rosh Hashanah, or after Mincha if he davens 

Mincha Gedolah [the earliest time he can daven Mincha]. 

This fast is not such a strong obligation and there are 

leniences if it is hard to fast. One should consult a Rov.

    One should go to the mikvah on Erev Rosh Hashanah 

even if he doesn’t normally go on Erev Shabbos (3). This 

is not an absolute obligation but rather a well kept custom 

that one should try to fulfill. It brings spiritual purity and 

helps one to be closer to Hashem and coronate Him 

properly as the New Year begins. 

   Many congregations start selichos on Erev Rosh 

Hashanah early in the morning because it is extremely 

lengthy. If one washed his hands more than 72 minutes 

before sunrise he must wash again [3 times on each hand 

as by the first washing every morning - "negel vasser"] 

after the selichos without a berachah. When daybreak 

comes, one need not wash his hands right then; rather, he 

can wait until the end of selichos before washing them (4).

   Although the shofar is blown each morning during the 

month of Elul, we do not blow on Erev Rosh Hashanah 

unless one needs to practice for Yom Tov, in which case 

he should do so in private (5). Most congregations replace 

the Sefer Torah mantles and úëåøô (Aron Kodesh cover) 

with white ones that signify forgiveness and purity. 

Generally, these stay on until after Simchas Torah.

   Many people have a custom to go the cemetery of loved 

ones and/or tzaddikim to daven on this last day of the year 

for a happy and healthy new year. It is questionable if one 

may address himself directly to the íéúî to intercede for 

them; therefore, one should daven to Hashem in the merit 

of the righteous people that are buried there (6). 

   One should take a haircut in honor of the Yom Tov (7). 

Many gedolim would accept [bli neder] a new hiddur 

mitzvah or stringency for the New Year. There is a 

mitzvah of áåè íåé úåôñåú - Adding to the holiday, on 

Rosh Hashanah just as there is on other Yomim Tovim (8).
 ä"á÷ä ÷øù - "åðé÷ìà 'äì úåøúñðä" ë"ùî åäæå     
 ììë úà ùéðòäì íúðååë ïéàù ,úåîåàä úåáùçî òãåé
 ùéðòî ä"á÷ä ä"ùîå 'ä ïåöø úà åðøáòù øåáò ìàøùé
 íéòîåù åðàù äî - "åðéðáìå åðì úåìâðäå" .åðúåà
 úéøá úà åðáæòù ìò åðúåà íéãáòùî íäù íäéôî
 äéäé äæ ,íéøçà íéäìà åðãáòå åðëìäå åðéúåáà
 éøáã ìë úà úåùòì íìåò ãò" åðéðáìå åðì øñåî úçëåúì
 äîéìù äáåùú éãéì àåáð æ"éòù - "úàæä äøåúä

.ïåëðëå éåàøë äøåúä úà íéé÷ðå

(á-àì) 'åëå àåáìå úàöì ãåò ìëåà àì
 åîúñðù ãîìî ,äøåú éøáãá àåáìå úàöì é"ùøô       
 ,ïéáäì êéøöå .ì"ëò äîëçä úåðééòîå úåøåñî åðîî
 úåøéáò àìä ,åðéáø äùî ìöà äîéúñä ïéðò úîàá åäî

?åìöà åéä àì íãàä ìù åáì ïéîèîèîù
 õéååàååéì íçåøé ø"åîâä ,çéâùîä ïøî øàáî àìà     
 :ì"æå ï"áîøä ë"ùî é"ôò ,äøåú úòã 'ñá ,ì"öæ
 ,äîëçä úåðéòî åðîî åîúñðù ãîìî ,åøîà åðéúåáøå
 òùåäéì äìåãâ úúì åâàãé àìù ñð äùòîá äæ äéäå
 ,äîëçä úåðéòî úåçåúô åéä äùî éðôì éë .ì"ëò åéðôá

  åã

 íìåò ãò åðéðáìå åðì úåìâðäå åðé÷ìà 'äì úåøúñðä 
(çë-èë) 'åâå úàæä äøåúä éøáã ìë úà úåùòì

 åø÷ç øáëã .ãçåéî ïôåàá äæä àø÷îä ùøôì ùé äðä    
 úàî íéùðåò íìåòä úåîåà åìá÷é äîì ,íéðåùàøä
 ÷ø íä àìä ,ìàøùé úà íéãáòùîù øåáò ú"éùä
 ìò øëù ìá÷ì íäì äéä äáøãàå ,ä"á÷ä ïåöø íéùåò
 àåä øçáðä õåøéúå ?ù"úé ïåéìò êìîä ïåöø åùòù
 ïåöø úåùòì íéðååëî åéä íä íà éàãåù ï"áîøä ë"ùî
 íúåáùçî àì ìáà ,øëù íéìá÷î úîàá åéä ,êìîä
 íúàðù ìãåâì åðúàî í÷ðäì àìà 'úé åðåöø úåùòì

.ã"úëò åùðòé äæ ìòå åðúåà
 ïéîéðá ìàåîù íäøáà ø"åîâä ïøî øéáñî ,äæ éôìå    
 äî ìò" ä"åà åøîàé øùà ,øôåñ áúë 'ñá ,ì"öæ øôåñ
 é÷ìà 'ä úéøá úà åáæò øùà ìò 'åëå äëë 'ä äùò
 éøáåò íéùéðòî éë øëù ìá÷ì íééåàø åéä ,"íúåáà
 .íäî øúåé åðåöø úåùòì íéáééåçî åéä øùà äøéáò
 ïéàå íáì úåáùçî ïë àìù òãåé ä"á÷äù ïåéëî ,íðîà
 íìòôë íäì íìùî ïëì ,êë ìéáùá åðúåà íéãáòùî
 øñåî ç÷éì åðéìòå íúà úîàä ìáà .íäéììòî òåøëå

.äøåúä éøáã ìë úåùòì 'ä ìà áåùìå íäéøáãî
            

        

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

  é:àô÷ú íäøáà ïâî (8) íù (7) íù á"î ,ã:àô÷ú à"îø (6) ãë:àô÷ú äøåøá äðùî (5) àô÷ú äîìù úåëéìä (4) ã:íù (3) á:àô÷ú ç"åà (2) â:÷ äøåøá äðùî (1)

R' Yaakov Yitzchok of P'shischah ZT"L would say:

    "Why is it that so many people love to follow after foolishness and falsity, whereas very few people 

search for real truth? Because it is possible to genuinely love sheker, but it is impossible to fake enjoying 

emes!"

R' Meir Leibish Malbim ZT"L would say:

     "Shlomo Hamelech wrote: 'Do not boast about tomorrow for you do not know what a day may bring.' 

Since the events of a day are still unknown in the morning, it is silly and foolhardy to talk about the 

events of tomorrow with brazen confidence."

A Wise Man would say:

    "There are two reasons why you should never argue with a fool. One is because they drag you down to 

their level. And the second is because people might not be able to tell the difference."  
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describe the absence of G-d. Evil is the result of what happens when man does not believe and have G-d's 

love in his heart. It's like the cold that comes when there is no heat, or the darkness that comes when there 

is no light." Amid thunderous applause by the students, the professor sat down. 

    The young man's name? Albert Einstein.
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 'ãäì äøåú äðùî ïéá ï÷åìéç åøéãâä ì"æç ,ë"òå    
 'ãäå ,åøîà åîöòî åðéáø äùî äøåú äðùîù ,íéùîåç
 äùî úãéãîù åðéöî ìáà ,ú"éùä é"ôò åøîàð íéùîåç
 ."íé÷ìàî èòî åäøñçúå" úðéçá àåäù ë"ë åðéáø
 äðùîä úâøãîá äéä àì íà äúéä åìöà äîéúñä ,ë"à
 øáë ,åæ äàìéò äâøãá äéä àì åðéáø äùî íàå ,äøåú
 ïéðò àåäå ,"àåáìå úàöì ãåò ìëåà àì" åìöà àø÷ð

.ì"æç åøáã øùà äîéúñä

 ,ñð äùòî éàãå äæì íéëéøö åéä úåðéòîä íéúñäìå
 äøòîì ìùîðù ,åðéáø äùî éáâì ùøãîá ì"æçàùîë
 äéä äæ éë .äàìîå íéä äìòå íéä úôùì äðåúð àéäù
 ìöà äøòîì äîåã äéä åúåàéöîù ,åðéáø äùî ìù åòáè
 øëñä äéà ?úåðéòî ïéîúåçå ïéîúåñ êéà ë"àå ,íéä
 åøîà éøä ô"ëò àìà ?äìàë íé éôèù éðôì øåöòì
 ÷ø éàãå äæ äéäå ,äùî ìù äîëçä úåðéòî åîúñðù

.òùåäéì äìåãâ úúì éãë ñð äùòî é"ò

(ãé-ì) åúåùòì êááìáå êéôá ãàî øáãä êéìà áåø÷ éë
    Moshe Rabbeinu summarizes his parting 

message to the Jewish People: "For this thing is 

very close to you, in your mouth and in your heart, 

that you may do it." What Moshe is saying is, it is 

not too difficult to love Hashem and observe His 

commandments; in fact, keeping Torah and 

mitzvos is "very close" - very easy. Now, this is an 

astounding claim. How could anyone maintain that 

keeping the mitzvos is easy? A person's 

inclinations are physical and materialistic. How 

can these natural desires be transformed so simply 

into a spiritual love for Hashem?

   The Baal HaTanya, R' Shneur Zalman of 

Liadi ZT"L, offers an explanation. The key to this 

"closeness" is the fact that every single Jew already 

possesses a hidden love for Hashem in his heart. 

Rather than creating something new, all that is 

necessary, is to uncover and awaken this inherent 

love. As it already exists, it is literally quite "near," 

and can be revealed with only a modicum of effort.

However, while it may be relatively easy to 

achieve the emotion of love for G-d, what about 

the practicality of keeping all of the Torah's 613 

mitzvos? How is this "easy"?

    The answer is that, one is required to 

contemplate Hashem's greatness to reveal one's 

innate love for Him, to the point that it affects his 

daily conduct. When a Jew meditates upon 

Hashem's greatness, the love and awe he arouses 

are permanent and lasting, imbuing all of his Torah 

and mitzvos with vitality and enthusiasm. 

   By studying Torah and truly uncovering his 

inborn "closeness" to Hashem, a Jew acquires a 

deeper and more lasting understanding, enabling 

him to keep Torah and mitzvos more easily.

 (áé-àì) 'åëå óèäå íéùðäå íéùðàä íòä úà ìä÷ä
    Rashi quotes the famous words of the gemara 

(.â äâéâç): "The Men (come) to learn, the women, to 

hear; And the small children, why must they come? 

To allow the ones who bring them (their parents) 

to receive reward." Is this the sole purpose of 

bringing the babies to hear words of Torah? Why, 

the Yerushalmi (å-à úåîáé) clearly defines the role 

of the mother of Rav Yehoshua, who would walk 

with her baby in his carriage to the Beis Medrash, 

so that his young ears should become accustomed 

to hearing words of Torah, thereby instilling within 

her young child a love for Torah. What then, is the 

meaning of the question: "The small children, why 

must they come?" 

    Of course, instilling words of Torah into the 

hearts and minds of small children is important, 

explains R' Chaim Kanievsky Shlit'a. Rav 

Yehoshua, himself, benefitted greatly from his 

mother's selfless actions, as we find on a number of 

occasions (:èò úåîáé ,:åö íéçñô) that he uses the 

term "éúòîù" - "I heard," to indicate things that he 

had heard while still in his baby carriage! 

However, this method would seem to apply only to 

young boys, whose minds become molded from 

very early on to think words of Torah and "shteig" 

in their mitzvah of äøåú ãåîìú. What our posuk is 

referring to is the reward parents receive for 

bringing their daughters to public displays of 

Torah: Shiurim, lectures, assemblies to see and 

hear the words of Gedolim, Tefillos and holiday 

celebrations, all promoting various aspects of  ãåáë
äøåúä - Honor of Torah. By opening up the hearts 

and minds of our young daughters to the sights and 

sounds of Torah, we can promote and ensure a 

foundation of Torah for generations to come.
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(æé-àì) 'åëå úåøöå úåáø úåòø åäàöîå ìëàì äéäå íäî éðô éúøúñäå íéúáæòå àåää íåéá åá éôà äøçå

    When Hashem hides Himself from Bnei Yisroel due to our sins, terrible repercussion are sure to 

follow. Our interminable golus, together with the pogroms, massacres, and hate-filled decrees, are all a  

testament to this reality. In fact, the gematriyos of the words "úåøöå úåòø", equal å"òøú (1916) and á"ùú 

(1942), the height of destruction and catastrophe during World War I and World War II, respectively.

    The following anecdote has been recorded by many as factual in the annals of history. Almost a 

century ago, a professor at a renowned institution of higher learning challenged his students with this 

question. "Did G-d create everything that exists?" A student bravely replied, "Yes he did!" 

    The professor paused for effect. "Well, if G-d created everything, then G-d created evil. According to 

the principle that our works define who we are, we can then assume that G-d is therefore evil." The 

student became quiet and did not answer the professor's ridiculous definition. Quite pleased with himself, 

the professor boasted that he had proven once more that religion and faith in G-d was a myth.

    A moment passed before another student raised his hand. "May I ask you a question, professor?" 

    Still gloating over his self-perceived victory, the professor nodded. "Sir, does cold exist?"

   "What kind of question is this? Of course cold exists. Haven't you ever been cold?" The other students 

snickered at the young man's question. The young man replied, "In fact, sir, cold does not exist. 

According to the laws of physics, what we consider cold is in reality the absence of heat. Absolute zero is 

the total absence of heat and all matter becomes incapable of reaction at that temperature. In reality, cold 

does not actually exist. This word was created in order to describe how we feel if we have no heat."

    Quiet consideration followed. Then the student continued, "Professor, does darkness exist?"

    The professor responded indignantly, "Of course darkness exists." 

    The student replied, "Once again, you are wrong, sir. Darkness does not exist either. Darkness is in 

reality the absence of light. Light can be studied and measured with prisms. You cannot measure 

darkness. A simple ray of light can break into a field of darkness and illuminate it. How can you know 

how dark a certain space is? You measure it by the amount of light present. Isn't this correct? Darkness is 

a term used by man to describe what happens when there is no light present." 

    By now, even the students were nodding in concurrence. Finally, the young man asked the professor, 

"Sir, one more question. Does evil exist?" Now uncertain, the professor responded, "Of course, as I have 

already said. We see it everyday. It is in the daily examples of man's inhumanity to man. It is in the 

multitude of crime and violence everywhere in the world. These manifestations are nothing else but evil."

     Patiently and with the hint of a smile, the student replied, "Evil does not exist, sir, or at least it does 

not exist unto itself. Evil happens in the absence of G-d. It is just like darkness and cold, a word used to 
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