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Why must the posuk tell us that Avrohom had to stretch out his hand in
order to take the knife? Why couldn't it just have said, "n>oNnn NN NP -
"And he took the knife" in preparation of his korban - sacrifice?

R' Mendel of Riminov ZT"'L answers that Avrohom had so thoroughly
trained himself to do Hashem's bidding that his organs always sprang to the
task. However, since it was not truly Hashem's intent to have Avrohom carry
out the actual sacrifice of Yitzchok, Avrohom's hand did not respond with its
normal alacrity. Somehow, it perceived that it would not actually have to do
the actual slaughtering! As a result, Avrohom required a special effort to
stretch out his hand - hence the extra words "> NX DX NOWN”,

Not only that, but the Medrash Tanchumah brings down that the X700
NINN - Evil forces(of the Yetzer Hara), attempted to stop Avrohom all along
the way as he pursued fulfilling Hashem's will. Avrohom had already picked
up the knife, but through these evil forces, it was knocked out of his hand.
Thus he required a separate 71> Nw - "And he streiched out his hand" in
order to pick up the knife. This is why Chazal tell us that Avrohom's test was
greater than that of Yitzchok - who was to be the actual sacrifice - because
Yitzchok responded to Hashem's call unhesitatingly, with alacrity and speed
in a manner befitting a fzaddik of his stature. Not so with Avrohom. He had
to force himself to act at the crucial moment of taking the knife.

seses WIN NN RN
R' Yerucham Levovitz ZT"L would say:
"Every person can personally experience that when he does something to
be in control of his desires, he feels great pleasure. In proportion to the degree
that one willfully goes against his desires, he will feel ever greater pleasure.”

A Famous Historian once said:

"The instinct of nearly all societies is to lock up anybody who is truly free.
First, society begins by trying to beat you up. If this fails, they try to poison
you. If this fails they finish by loading honors on your head. That'll do it!"

R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT"L (Lubavitcher Rebbe) would say:
"Someone once wrote a letter to me about a friend who was in need of

advice and a blessing. I told him to tell his friend to write the letter himself,

because when Ireada letter L also read between the lmes?"
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ease the entire family's nervousness. "You'll see, everything will be just fine,"
she said quietly to the little boy, hoping to relax him.

As the transfusion progressed, he lay in the bed next to his sister and
bravely smiled, seeing that the color was indeed returning to his sister's
cheeks. This had a positive effect on everyone present. Then, without
warning, the little boy's face grew pale and his smile faded. He looked up at
the doctor standing nearby and asked with a trembling voice, "Will I start to
die right away?" Being young, the boy had misunderstood what his parents
had told him; he thought that in order to save his sister, he was going to have
to give her all of his blood! The nurse later shook her head and said, "A
child's pure intention can teach us all a lesson in woy non - selflessness.

The right attitude, after all, is everything one needs to pass the test!"
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The story of Lot in Sodom is strikingly similar to the story of the wy»
V1 - the concubine in Givah. Both Lot and the host from Shevet
Binyomin had invited unwanted guests into their home. Both homes were
surrounded by townspeople who want to harm the guests. Both offer two
women in exchange for their guests. The stories differ however, in their final
outcomes. With Sodom, the guests are saved and the city is destroyed. In
Givah, the concubine is abused and murdered, but the punishment is less
severe: A battle ensues between Shever Binyomin and the rest of Bnei
Yisroel, and only those involved in the battle die. The question is, why was
there no complete destruction of Givah like there was of Sodom?

R' Meir Leibish Malbim ZT"L explains that in truth, the actions of
Sodom and Givah were essentially the same. The main difference between
the two cities was in the underlying social structure. The people of Givah
were basically good. The problem with their act was that once a group of
people went ahead and committed this heinous crime, the other citizens had
an obligation to stop it. Because they didn't, they were punished. However, in
Sodom the problem lay in the justice system itself. The Sodomites had
purposely perverted their legal system so that it encouraged wickedness and
punished charity. Evil was a way of Jife. This explains how it was possible
for each and every citizen to participate in complete immorality. Immorality
was their morality! Therefore, their entire structure had to be uprooted from
its very foundation. It is clear from these incidents that a society must.be
based on a codified civil code in order to properly and morally function
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Many years ago, a nurse who worked as a volunteer at a local hospital,
befriended a little girl who was recently admitted to the hospital. She had
contracted a rare and serious disease and was being kept in a special ward for
sick children of such a magnitude. The little girl's name was Aliza and she
understood that her situation was quite grave. It was delicately explained to
her parents that their daughter's only chance of recovery appeared to be a
blood transfusion. After each family member was tested, it was determined
that her five year old brother, who had miraculously survived the same
disease and had developed the antibodies needed to combat the illness,
possessed a matching blood type and he was the only member of the family
who's blood could be used to help his sister.

The doctor explained the situation to the parents, stressing that it was
important that they hurriedly explain to their young son what was needed of
him. They took the little boy over to the side and asked him if he would be
willing to give his blood to his sister. The nurse who had befriended the little
girl was standing with the parents when they asked him this special request
and she later recounted that she saw him hesitate for only a moment before
taking a deep breath and saying, "Yes, I'll do it if it will save Aliza."

The little five year old was led to a bed in the same room with his sister.
Th~ nurse administered to him and even smiled as she worked in an effort to
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