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She said, “Well, since I reached this place, this is where
I’'m going to stay.” And that’s what she did!
Swn3: This girl was lucky. She returned to her Jewish roots,
got married and established a beautiful Jewish home. The
Almighty supervises each and every one of us with full and

complete providence. This girl who was just one step from
falling into the abyss was saved and reached the true way of
life in a wondrous manner. But there are so many others who
need our help. We must look out for those who seem to be

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂwy@%)

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"9 405 1N oM’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (91)
Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Obligations: Hiddur Mitzvah. As
the Chag of Sukkos is soon approaching, the concept of Hiddur
Mitzvah (beautifying a mitzvah) with the Esrog, Lulav and even
the Sukkah itself, is very much in season. Sometimes this can
clash with learning Torah, and one ends up spending days and
many hours searching for a beautiful set of Arba Minim and
decorating his Sukkah. To analyze this according to halacha, we
will first talk about Hiddur Mitzvah and what it means, and next
time explain about how and when it clashes with Torah learning.
Torah or Rabbinic Concept. The Gemara (1) learns from the
posuk, "N 9N ™ @ that one should beautify any mitzvah that
he does. The Rishonim argue if this is an actual Torah concept or
a Rabbinical concept with the posuk only as an nxmopoN. The
RAVAD () writes that it is a real Torah concept, and Rabbeinu
Chananel @ seems to hold like this since he rules strictly
regarding undecided Talmudic questions about how much to
spend on Hiddur Mitzvah. However, the ROSH (5)is lenient and
holds it is a Rabbinic concept, as explained in the Beis Yosef ©).
Obligation or Preference. Here is the wording of Meseches
Sofrim ). “A person is obligated to make for himself beautifill
Tzitzis, Mezuzos, etc.” This indicates clearly that beautifying a

slipping away and “‘grab them” before it’s too late!
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(
omng Sty S A " 9 9 .
TIO9M oarmieI e,

mitzvah is an obligation. This expression is also found in RIAZ

©®and the ARUCH (). However, the Beis Yosef (10) writes that it

is not an obligation but rather a desirable thing to do.

Cases of Hiddur Mitzvah Found in the Gemara and Halacha.

1) Making a beautiful Sukkah by decorating it with drapes,
hanging fruits, foods and bottled drinks that please the eye.
(Sukkah 9b)

2) A beautiful Esrog in cleanliness, shape, and larger than the
minimal size of one egg (Orach Chaim Siman 656).

3) A beautiful Lulav (Shabbos 133b) in straightness, freshness
of its color, longer than minimal length of four fefachim ().

4) Hadassim longer than the minimal length of three fefachim
(12) as long as the Lulav sticks out one fefach higher than it.

5) Binding the Lulav with Hadassim and Aravos. (Sukkah 31a)

6) Long Aravos on Hoshana Rabba and having many leaves.
(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 138:2)

7) Beauty of a Sefer Torah in the ink, quill, writing (ksav), as
well as its wrappings.

8) Eating Matza on Pesach.

9) Eating bread (challah) on the first night of Sukkos and every
Shabbos and Yom Tov meal wth a good appettite (Rashi
Pesachim 99b).

see AW TIVT NRYT

The Alter of Marinover shlit’a (Ish Echad) would say:

.

319102 990 Y (3) 390 MDY (2) 9P Nav (1)
Y0HY (8) 1 (7) "IN NN (6) OV (5) .0 P"2 (4)
N'YIN NN (10) 999 PHN (9) 30 120 D NN
1990 2Py N5 (12) ©:1 2D NN 139 (11)

TN DY MNNOND N8N ' - The Baalei Mussar tell us that the enemy we are going out to fight against is the Yerzer

Hara. But how can we defeat him? The Yetzer Hara is so powerful and no human being can defeat him alone! How can
a person ‘go out’ encouraged that he can win? The answer is found at the end of the parsha, where the Torah tells us
never to forget how Hashem wiped out Amalek. We are given a mitzvah to remember how Hashem fought for us and
saved us from that terrible enemy. Here too, although the Yetzer Hara is strong - too strong for one individual - but once
a person understands that the last time the enemy tried to fight us, Hashem came to our rescue and destroyed them, he
must ‘remember’ that if he simply ‘goes out’ to fight, Hashem will assist him and allow him to win this war as well!”

R’ Moshe Dovid Ashkenazi z¢”’l (Toldos Adam) would say:

TR0 Npyn ey wIn 2 Man vy’ - Rashi translates the word 'npyn' as a fence surrounding the roof and Targum
Onkelos compares it to a ‘sheath’ which protects what is inside. On an allegorical level, the word 'npyn' can be
rearranged into an acronym to spell out the words, 'Nayp ©Wp NPAY NN - ‘thinking about sin is even worse than the
sin itself.” Since a person’s head is his ‘roof” - the highest and most lofty limb in his body - he or she must protect it with
a ‘railing’ - a protective fence or sheath to guard the thoughts inside, lest one uses his head for the wrong purposes.”

Inho fthe Afruf of
A Wise Man would say: n Ali;:{t?xFu(e:hs"z. °
“A friend is someone who thinks you’re a good egg even though you mig ht/be slightly cracked.” | Mazel Tovto the Fuchs
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It was customary for people to travel to Radin to consult with the Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan z#”’/, on any
and all matters pertaining to Jewish life and halacha. In his later years, the Chofetz Chaim was quite old and most people
could not get more than a few minutes to spend with the Tzaddik, although they will tell you that those few minutes were worth
more than the greatest treasure in their lives. R’ Leib, the son of the Chofetz Chaim relates one notable exception. A Talmid
Chacham came to Radin and asked to spend the holiday with his family; the Chofetz Chaim agreed to allow the man to stay.

The first day of the holiday, the Chofetz Chaim was infused with simcha and spoke a great deal of Torah and words of
mussar to his scholarly guest, delving deeply into subjects pertaining to Ahava and Yiras Hashem (love and fear of Hashem).
Throughout the day, however, the man hardly uttered a word in response. He would simply listen and nod his head, seeming
to signal that he agreed with what he was hearing. Those present, including R’ Leib, thought that perhaps the man was not
able to grasp the depth of meaning in the Chofetz Chaim’s words. The next day, however, to their surprise, the guest reviewed
almost every point that the Chofetz Chaim had made the day before, and together with the 7zaddik, they discussed the
subjects even more thoroughly, expanding upon what was said the previous day, and elaborating further.

The third day, though, was a repetition of the first. The guest simply sat there listening barely saying a word, occasionally
nodding his head as if in agreement. In turn, day four was like day two. Once again, the talmid chacham seemed to spring to
life. He discussed with the Chofetz Chaim everything that had been said on the previous day, and then added and expounded
the points further. So went the cycle for the rest of the holiday - the man seemed to be “on” one day and “off” the next day.

The members of the Chofetz Chaim’s household thought that the guest’s behavior was very strange, and after he had
departed, R’ Leib asked his father what it all meant. R’ Yisroel Meir smiled and explained everything by means of a parable.

In rural villages, each homeowner plants his own vegetable garden next to his house, and builds a protective fence around
it. Sometimes, the fence is not high enough, so it fails to stop goats and other animals from jumping into the garden and doing
damage. Seeing the problem, he builds the fence higher. If it happens that one day, someone in his household forgets to close
the fence’s gate, and as a result an animal gets in, he scolds the negligent one, including a warning to be more careful about
keeping the gate closed in the future. If animals continue to intrude, what will become of the vegetable garden, which is a
major source of sustenance for the entire family? What happens if the same thing happens over and over again, until the sheep
and goats of the town feel at home inside the fence? The homeowner has no choice but to board up the gate, so that when or
another has to enter the garden, there is no choice but to jump over the fence. It is a bother, true, and very inconvenient. As a
result of the jump, there is also a risk of falling hard, spraining an ankle or getting pricked by a thorn. Still, the homeowner feels
he has to take such an extreme precaution as no one in his household can guarantee that the gate will not be left open again!

So it is, explained the Chofetz Chaim, regarding the needs of the human soul. Guarding one’s tongue is an essential need of
the soul. A man can foresee all sorts of problems arising from not guarding his tongue properly. Frivolity can sneak in, Nivul
Peh (filthy language) as well, not to mention the very real occurrence of Lashon Hara and Rechilus. To prevent damage to his
soul, he builds a protective fence around his mouth, to guard what comes in and out. If he sees that the steps he is taking are
not “tall” enough, he decides upon a more drastic measure, in which he sets aside times when he only listens and thinks, and
does not speak at all. This type of “fence” carries difficulties and with it, all sorts of discomfort and even embarrassments,
because he often has to resort to winks, hand signals and body movements to communicate and signal his understanding. Still,
since he cares for his soul, his is not afraid, for it is worth such inconvenience to avoid the damage to his soul that can come
from words spoken without proper consideration. Better to suffer embarrassment in this world than in the next world!

R’ Leib concluded: In the end, we learned that the Talmid Chacham came to ask for advice about the Yeshivah he was opening

and with wisdom, skill and Yiras Shamayim for which he became renowngd, his Yeshivah grew into a fabulous Makom Torah.
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Swn: A Jewish girl grew up in a non-observant home. She
studied in public school and never received a Jewish
education. When she heard about the hippie movement,
rebelling against the establishment, she made up her mind to
leave her home without any prior notice to her parents. She
decided to go wherever the wind would carry her.

One morning, instead of going to high school, she stood by
the road and waited for a hitch. The teenager had decided to
enter the first car to stop and wherever the driver would take
her, she would go. A car finally stopped. The driver was a
black man going to Harlem. She stepped into his car and went

with him. When they arrived and she got out of the car, the
locals stared at her in wonder. What was this white girl doing
here? Instantly, a crowd of black people gathered around her,
closing in from all sides. Suddenly a new, expensive car
pulled up. A well-dressed black man got out and asked what
was going on. When he heard that this girl wanted to stay in
their neighborhood, he turned to the Jewish girl and ordered
her: “Get into my car!” After riding in the car for a while, the
man stopped near a certain building and said to the teenager:
“Young lady, go to your own people!” and left the place.

She found herself standing in front of 770 Eastern Parkway!

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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The Torah makes a powerful statement and calls this boy, who has just reached the age of maturity and demonstrates
unusual insubordination, a Ben Sorer u’Moreh. He simply does whatever he wants, regardless of his parents’ pain concerning
his spiritual degeneration. The Torah says that his parents are obligated to bring him - fogether - to Beis Din for punishment.
They must both declare, “This is our son, he does not listen to the voice of his father or the voice of his mother.” Why must
they use so many words, when they could have just said, "n9%a Yy DN - “fo our voices” - one word would have sufficed!

I saw in the name of R’ Moshe Swift z¢’I: It seems that there were two voices at home during this boy’s upbringing. His
father spoke and his mother spoke. But these voices were not unified and did not articulate the same message. Had there been
only one voice, they would have raised a child that was quite different. Are we cognizant of this behavior on our part? Do
husband and wife agree on their child’s upbringing or does the mother make a decision and father murmurs his disagreement?
Or vice versa? As a result of parents disagreeing often, this young child develops into a spiritual and emotional cripple.

My machshava here is as follows: the case of Ben Sorer u’Moreh requires so many stipulations that it actually never
transpired. The Gemara tells us as much. So why then, was this whole incident written? Chazal explain: "9v 53 ¥n7" -
study it well and receive reward. If you study and reach down deep, you will find the lesson most rewarding and you will
become a better, more refined person and parent. Did we ever question our parents when we were growing up or did we
accept at face value what they demanded of us? The definition of trust is the ability to believe in someone even if their
demands don’t entirely coincide with our own thinking. This tendency defines a true ma’amin, believer in Hashem.

As we approach the final weeks of the month of Elul, we should analyze our manner of speech and make sure that our thoughts,

decisions and parenting voices are heard and understood as one. This will be a tremendous zechus for the upcoming Yimei Hadin.

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH
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The Gemara (x5 1"7) tells us that if one finds a lost object
with no distinguishing characteristics, he can assume that the
owner has abandoned hope (%) of ever reclaiming it.
However, if the object can be identified as belonging to the
owner, one must assume that the owner hopes to reclaim it.
In two different sources, we find this ruling applied as an
analogy for Hashem’s search for His beloved children, who
wander lost among the nations. The Shem M’Shmuel writes
in the name of his father, the Avnei Nezer, that every Jew
has two identifying marks, which distinguish him from the
other nations. The first sign is the Bris Milah, as the posuk
states: “You shall circumcise the flesh of your orlah, and that
shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you.” The
second is tefillin, as the posuk states: “And it shall be for you a
sign on your arm.”” On Shabbos, when we do not don tefillin,

Shabbos itself serves as a sign, as the posuk states: “You must
observe My Shabbosos, for it is a sign between Me and you.”

Why are two signs necessary? The Gemara questions
whether the marks of identification by which ownership is
proven are reliable by Torah law or only by Rabbinic law. If
the mark is an obvious proof of ownership (siman muvhak), it
is certainly reliable. The Poskim add that if there are two
marks of ownership, even if they are not an obvious proof,
they are also considered reliable by Torah law.

The marks that distinguish us as Hashem’s chosen nation
are perhaps not as obvious as we might hope. Perhaps we
have failed to observe Shabbos properly; we have failed to
guard the holiness of the Bris Milah (in the case of females by
abstaining from modesty); we have failed to fulfill the
mitzvah of tefillin in all its details. For this reason, two signs
are necessary and required to prove that we are Hashem’s
own. (R* Asher Weiss shlit’a, Minchas Asher)
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As the days of Elul pass us by, we know we should be doing more, doing something to utilize this special time to its fullest.

What should we DO? The name of the parsha answers this question: “Ki Seitzai” - when you will go out. When you will go
out of your nature and do something that is hard for you, that is how you accomplish the goal of coming closer to Hashem. When a
person only does what is within his comfort zone, he is not really going anywhere. If you walk slowly upward on an escalator that
is going downward, you will get nowhere! But if you run, then you will make it to the top. During Elul we have to run! We can’t
just do what we naturally do the way we naturally do it! We need to go beyond our nature which often means going against our
nature. When we go against our nature to do the will of Hashem, then Hashem will change nature and make miracles for us.
This is the deeper understanding of the famous words: "nPHn ¥ AN PPAYH NPTH NDam N, These three things stand at
the pinnacle of the world because they have the power to change nature! TESHUVAH means to return to Hashem, to turn
away from sin, to do the opposite of what comes naturally. TEFILLAH means to talk to Hashem. It is about releasing control
over my life and throwing my burdens upon Him, rather than thinking that the power is in my hands. TZEDAKAH means
giving up my money, my time, my energy for someone else, even for a total stranger. It is about changing the focus of my
world to include others rather than being self-absorbed. Chazal tell us that because Rochel went against her nature and gave
over the secret signs to Leah, Hashem changed nature and turned her from a woman who naturally could NOT have children and
gave her children. This is the power of “Ki Seitzai”. When you will GO OUT of your nature, Hashem will change nature for you.




