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The gemarah in Megillah (16b) explains that Yosef did not favor
Binyomin, but rather intended to hint that a descendant of his would
leave the king's presence wearing five royal robes. This refers to
Mordechai Hayehudi, who "went out from before the king in royal robes,
dark blue and white, with a large golden crown, linen robes and purple”
(0-n INON N5Mn). The question remains, what about the 300 silver
pieces that Yosef gave Binyomin, but not to the other brothers? Why is

| the gemarah not worried that that would evoke the brothers' jealousy?

The Torah Temimah, R' Boruch Epstein ZT"L, basing his answer
on the words of Rabbeinu Bachye, answers like this: Based on the fact
that the value of a slave is thirty shekel and on the fact that, someone who
sells his slave to a gentile must pay a penalty of up to ten times his value
- as the gemarah says in Gittin (45b), each of his brothers was obliged to
pay him three hundred shekalim. By not claiming this penalty from them,
it is as if Yosef had given it to them as a gift. Consequently, he was
perfectly justified in giving Binyomin (who had not participated in his
sale) the same sum of three hundred shekalim.
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R' Meir'l of Premishlan ZT"L would say:
"IN IN NPYN PN D - How can any of us go up to meet our Maker
after years in this world, if the young generation doesn't follow us? Each
M7 is tested by ther success in handing down their heritage to their sons."

R' Meir'l of Premishlan ZT"L would also say:

"Yosef told his father and brothers, "You shall dwell in Goshen - and
be close to me". Sometimes physical distance - away from all the envy
and bickering - allows a family to stay together!"

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:
"Whoever does not see Hashem everywhere - does not see Hashem
anywhere!"
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milking the goat, she found that the goat would not give off even the
slightest drop of milk."

"The poor man ran back to the goat seller and demanded his money
back. 'This goat you sold me is worthless - it won't give me any milk!'
The seller remained calm and asked, 'Tell me, what type of food did you
feed the goat the past two days?' The poor man stopped, 'Why, I didn't
feed him anything.' The wise old goat seller smiled and with exaggerated
sarcasm asked, 'If you don't give the goat any food before you milk it,
what kind of milk do you expect it to give you?!" The Maggid then turned
to the family of the Vilna Gaon and once again intoned, "If you don't give
the goat any food before you milk it, what kind of milk do you expect it
to give you?!"

As R' Yaakov finished his words of admonishment, the Gaon's family
clearly understood his hint and hurriedly ran to serve him a meal.
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The Medrash Rabbah learns from this posuk, "Woe to us on the day
of judgment (Y1), woe to us on the day of reproof (nn>wn)". If the brothers
couldn't answer Yosef, the youngest of the shevatim, we certainly won't
have any answers for Hashem. The question is: what was Yosef's rebuke
to his brothers? All he said was, "I am Yosef, is my father still alive"?

Rabbi Avraham Pam Shlit"a, the Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Vodaas
offers his own explanation of what Yosef's rebuke was. "I am Yosef." I'm
the Yosef that you hated and denigrated. You didn't consider who I really
might be. You didn't think that my dreams would be completely fulfilled.
You never imagined that I would end up being the Prime Minister of
Egypt! In your wildest dreams you never thought that I would be G-d's
messenger to save the entire land with food during these years of
famine!! Can you imagine that you sold such a person as a slave, with
such a mission in life!!

Rav Pam concludes that the lesson to us is that in our view of others,
and in our view of ourselves, we need to understand that we often
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The famed Dubner Maggid, R' Yaakov Krantz ZT"L, was a
frequent visitor at the home of the great Gaon of Vilna, R' Eliyohu
ZT"L.He would regal the Gaon and his family with words of Mussar,
parables and Divrei Torah. On one such occasion, the Maggid had not
eaten earlier and arrived at the home of the Gaon, hungry and thirsty.

The family of the Gaon, however, were unaware of their illustrious
guest's needs and immediately settled themselves around the table with
expectant anticipation of the Maggid's always-inspiring words. R’
Yaakov, upon seeing that he was expected to "work for his food",
decided to first admonish them for this - in his classically unique way.

"A poor man, who had trouble putting food on his table, once came up
with a brilliant idea," began the Maggid, "He and his family scraped
together every last penny they were able to and he went out to buy a goat
for milking, thereby assuring themselves of always having fresh goat's
milk. The man bought the goat, brought it home, and a tremendous
simcha arose in the house for two days, for they would finally be able to
taste fresh milk. However, when his wife finally got down to the task of




