
   tuhbpk ,utrvk iufb tku ubk tuv ,urfa ,g v,g - wudu gsuhu rec h"ar
uhafg 'igy ubhcr van vbv /ovc urzjh tna o,ujsk ihuf,n vhv tuvu
/uhbpc ,utr,vk iufb tk lfku ',urfa ka ,g tuva 'rcsc iusk ,g tk
;tu ',tzv ,uyav ,uagkn o,ut ,ujsk vmra vhv vzc u,buuf kfu
unf ',ubmhk uagu ucah vkhkv kfa 'vzn van ogbnk jhkmv tka
tuv ubk n"n  'vkhkv kf ,ubmhk ovng vag jrea (y"h inek) h"arpa
tuvu 'okugc dvb,vk lht ,urusv kfk lrs vzc vruva ubhcr vana
'ktrah hdhvbn kg ihc tuv kusd kkfu 'okugc rcs ouak ost rvnh tka
ostv cauj 'junv ,unhnj hsh kg ohngpka 'hyrp aht kf kg ifu

 /vagn ,uagk shn tuv vmuru 'rcs kf kg chdvku rvnk tuv lhrma
'shn vagn ,uagk rvnk tka ubhhvu '"wv gshu rec" itf van rnt vzu   

rjnk rcsv ,t ,ujsk er u,unhnj kf sruhs 'ostv kmbha raptu
tuv rmhv ka ujuf kfa /hrndk tyjvn kmhb rcfu 'vrhcg rcsk uk vhva
tuvu 'unmg kg yukak kufh ubht rvnn tuvafu 'rcsc ostv cuajh tka
lf ostv vturaf lfku 'kkf ,ukfa tkc tuv unmg kfu ',ukfx tkn
/rjnk ,tz vjsh 'okugc rcs vzhtk vban tku ',unhnj ka cmnc tuva

   

v kg ohrpxna unfu   k"eumz exhrcn crv z"hrdv e"vdog rchsaf '
tk tuva ohrcsv kga rntu 'uhhj ,udvbv hbhn kf kg u,un hbpk uhbc
otu 'yrj,v tk sug ogp ;t o,uagkn ept,va ubhhvs 'okugc vag
rusv dhvbn vhva ;tu /vag ifa vn kg er vz vhv 'yrj,va rcs vhv
kf kg kct 'vaga vn kg yrj,va ohngp 'ktrah og ,t uhhjc dvhba

 /ogp ;t yrj,v tk vzn 'vag tku ,uagk vmr tka rcs
vkhk ,ujpk ovhkg rucgh ota caja 'itf ,uagk van vxhba vzu     
;tu 'vzv rcsv htsf tka tbexnk ughdhu 'ogp sug ucajh hkut ',jt
ohfhrm lht ,gsk ',urusk vkusd vtruv n"n 'rcsv khguv tk itfa
htsuucu ',ubkcxc ,uagk ohfhrmu 'rcs ouac rvnk htsf tka 'dvb,vk
rcs ,jek 'tuv okugc rmhv ,mgn ekj hf /,urhvnu ,unhnj lu,n tk
'rcsc kafha ostv ,t vxbn vzcu 'kusd rcsk u,uagku ujpbku iye
rcf osta hrjta 'vzn rgb,vk lf rjt vae uk vhvh rcf kafh otu
ifku 'oukf itf vhv tk ukhtf 'vrzjc rcsv ,t luank uk vae 'kafb
ot lf rjtu 'rvnk tku ,me ept,vk ',uagk ostv lhrm iuatr rcs

/,gsv cuahc u,rjnk uvagh 'lhrma vn vagha rcsv uk .ujb ,ntc

         ,ca ,urb ,eksv* 8:15 - 
     8:37 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
       t"rdvqgna ,thre inz  9:13 -
     vkhp, inz ;ux qt"rdv 10:28 -
   8:33 - ,cav ouh ka vnjv ,ghea
 9:23 - chrgn qohcfufv ,tm e"amun

o, ubhcr ,yhak q ohcfufv ,tm - 9:45

    kcuy tuvaf" vbuufvu '(wj 'wz ,kve) "u,hatrn rcs ,hrjt cuy":ch,
ka u,hatrc vgeavv hpf ubhhvu /(z"y wz ,kve vcr arsn) "u,hatrn
rcsv ,hatrca ouan vzu /u,hrjtc u,cuyu u,jkmv vhv, if 'rcsv

w rpxc f"fu 'lanvc ubnn skuha vn kf kukfohnfj ,banvkj,vv" :w
kfw ifku 'rcsv ka uaruau urehg tuva hpk 'rcsv hmjn r,uh thv

/"rcsv kf kukf rcsv ,kj,vca iuhf 'gcyv hpk w,uae ,ukj,v
 c,f ifu    uvhkt hbct) t"rdvkfa iuhf" :(lurc v"s 'ohkdr aka ,khp, '

ifk 'vhekj kf ,kkuf thvu 'rcsv ka hmjvn r,uh tuv rcs ,kj,v
iuatrv vhva ubcr vana ubhmn ifku /rcsv kf sdbf vkuea thv
,una] h"ar wg) ktrah kf sdbf kuea vhv 'vru,v ,t kcek ktrahn
vkhn ,umna ubhmn ifu '([thb, v"s 't"nr znr] whbugna yuekhwu '[wt j"h
vbuatrv vumnv uza ubhhv] ostv ;udc ohagba ,uumnk vbuatr thva
'(/c"k ohrsb wg) ,uumnv kf sdbf vkuea thv '[ovrct vc vuuymba
ubhct ovrctk vznrba ubhhv] ,uhagnv ,uumnk vbuatr thva ,hmhmu
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kf sdbf vkuea f"d thv '[vbuatr (/y"p ihkuj wg) "wudu yujn ot" euxpc
hbc urnaa ,"k ,uumnk vbuatr thva ,cau '(/v"f ohrsb wg) ,uumnv
vkuea thv '[(j"f wt vcr ,una) ohrmnc rcf v,ut urna hrva] ktrah
ka vbuatr vfrcc ifku '(wv wt ,ufrc hnkaurh wg) ,uumnv kf sdbf
thva hbpn ',ufrcv j"h sdbf ohjca j"h ohrfzb vrag vbuna ,khp,

    /"vkp,v kf sdbf vkuea
f"d ouhv lanv lfca 'ouhv ,khj,c wv ,sucgc ezj,vk ubhkg ifku    
ofh,uxhrg ,hatrn" 'euxpv ,buuf vzu /,hbjur ,unnur,v og vhvh
ubt vca ouhv ,khj, ,ta ubhhv '(t"f u"y rcsnc) "wudu vnur, wvk ub,,

w wg) ubh,uxhrg-ubh,uynn ohnetkfs trdtwu wanau rutnova w
/wv ,sucg h"g onurk ubhkg (lf oharpn

" 'ohkhnv ,buuf arpk ah vz hpku     rec wv gsuhu uk rat ,tubhhvu '"wudu 
lhha ,uhvk vfzh 'wouhv ,hatrw-reucv ,t wvk ahseh ostv ota

/lanvv kf kg ghpan ,hatrva iuhf 'ouhv kf wonurnw-wvk
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v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic r,kt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk 

uk h,trcu grv rmh h,trc
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: Chazal tell us: (t-sh hkan) "v,hc v,bc vat ,nfj" -
“(The) wisdom of a woman is what establishes her

household.” This is derived from the action of the wife of

On ben Peles, who recognized the sinister plot of Korach

       
       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to the “Torah” Table (27)

Saying a Beracha in a Pure Setting (cont). Let us continue

discussing practical applications of the prohibition of saying

holy texts in view of ladies that are not properly dressed.

At a Wedding Rabbonim who officiate at a wedding, including

those who are called up to recite any of the berachos under the

chupa, often find themselves in an awkward situation. Female

relatives - or even the Kallah herself - might wear a sleeveless

gown or a low neckline. Those reciting berachos should try to

position themselves in a way that the undesirable view is to

their side. If this is not practical, he can lower his head and look
down into a siddur, thus blocking his field of vision (1). It would

seem that this restriction does not apply to the one reading the

Kesuba because even though many halachos are mentioned in

the Kesuba, in reality it is no more than a monetary document.

  There are Rabbonim who will not accept the honor of

officiating at a wedding until they talk to the Choson and

Kallah about ensuring that all are dressed in a befitting manner.

Even those who are not yet observant can understand the

holiness of the ceremony and oblige. (One of the great Talmidei

Chachamim recently issued a heart-rending plea (2) calling our

attention to an unexplainable “custom” at weddings. For some

reason, even families that make sure not to wear tight-fitting
provocative garments, dress the kallah in a tight gown which

can be seen by everybody at, or right after, the chupa!)  

and determined to save her husband from an ignominious

fate. She uncovered her hair so that no man would enter her

tent to include her husband in the plan. A woman’s intuitive

foresight  goes a long way toward protecting her family.

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Nursing. When nursing a baby, a lady should cover herself as

best as she can. Even when covered, it is not refined to nurse in

the presence of unrelated men. If she is not properly covered in

the presence of her husband, if it is less than a square tefach (3’

x 3’) he can say a beracha in front of her. If more than the above

area is uncovered, he must turn away fully to say a beracha (3).

Lecturing. Those heroes of Klal Yisroel who lecture to

non-observant Jews in order to bring them back to a Torah

lifestyle, often find themselves discussing Torah concepts with

ladies who are not properly dressed. In these situations, one

cannot turn away or shut his eyes. Since these ladies’ chance to
become observant depends on these kiruv talks, the Chazon Ish

(4) based on such a precedent in Halacha, applies the rule of

“pushing off Rabbinic prohibitions in compelling circumst-

ances.” The lecturer should still try to avoid actually looking at

any exposed areas by fixing his look at permitted sights. As for

the remaining problem that she is still in his line of vision, we

apply the leniency of the Chazon Ish. It must be stressed that

only the greatest Poskim of a generation can classify what is

called a “compelling circumstance” to justify this leniency.

Pictures. Many Poskim (5) rule that if one finds himself in front

of an inappropriate picture, just as it is forbidden to look at the

picture (one of the biggest trials of our generation), so too, one
cannot recite holy texts unless he shuts his eyes or looks down

in such a way that the picture is not in his line of vision.  
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        R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT”L would say:

   “The famous mishna in Pirkei Avos (f-v) states: ‘What is a dispute that is for the sake of Heaven? The halachic

disagreements in the Talmud between Hillel and Shammai. What is a dispute that is not for the sake of Heaven? The

dispute of Korach and his cohorts.’ A dispute that is for the sake of Heaven, has the potential to ultimately increase

unity. Specifically through this argument, each participant’s attachment to the Torah is revealed and is strengthened.

And that attachment forges a common bond between the disputants, thus leaving them as closer friends.”  

The Viznitzer Rebbe, R’ Chaim Yehuda Meir Hager ZT”L (Zecher Chaim) would say:

    “‘What led Korach to rebel? The laws of Parah Adumah.’ (Medrash) Korach reasoned: ‘I know that machlokes can

defile a person, but isn’t it worth becoming temporarily defiled in order to bring about the pure results which I seek?’

Why was Korach wrong? Because one can never guarantee that the impurity of machlokes will be only temporary. As

Chazal teach: ‘Machlokes is like an overflowing canal; once the ditch is breached, the opening gets wider and wider.’”

A Wise Man would say:

    “It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit.”
l`xyi ileg x`y jeza i"p d`l oa cec miig dlegd cra dnily d`etx zekfl acpzp



    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeeiiiillll`̀̀̀    mmmmkkkkzzzz`̀̀̀    aaaaiiiixxxxwwwwddddllll    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzccccrrrrnnnn    mmmmkkkkzzzz`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    lllliiiiccccaaaadddd    iiiikkkk    mmmmkkkknnnn    hhhhrrrrnnnndddd((((hhhh----ffffhhhh))))
     Let’s travel back together a few thousand years in time and imagine that we are with the Jewish people in the desert. We

find a man by the name of Korach, who happens to be Moshe Rabbeinu’s first cousin and a great Talmid Chacham in his

own right; very wealthy and even possesses ruach hakodesh.  Now this man stands up and begins to speak. His argument is

that all Jews are great and holy people; why not give some power and position to others? We could almost hear him shouting,

as the desert sand billows across the landscape: “Moshe, Aharon, have you not heard of democracy? A government for the
people by the people? There are other great leaders among us. Don’t they deserve some leadership positions, too?”

   Korach, with his long white beard flowing and his righteous indignation, seems to be  making a logical request. Isn’t

Korach’s claim, in fact, correct? But he was not correct and for his misguided rebellion he suffered a public, horrible and

prolonged death. But why? Why was Korach termed a “Rasha” (wicked) and not a “champion of worthy causes”?

    The answer is one word. KAVANA - intent. A person’s true intention is the underlying motive for his actions. Korach may

have had a valid argument, he may have even presented himself as a pious tzaddik fighting on behalf of others; but in truth,

Korach had one aim in mind throughout his entire revolt. HIMSELF! He was concerned about his own honor, his own glory,

his own prestige. No matter how “worthy” his cause appeared - the underlying motive was rotten.

   When we “stand up” for others, do we do it to help others - or are we just looking to help ourselves?? Hmmmm .........

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ooooaaaaeeee`̀̀̀xxxx    iiiippppaaaa    zzzzlllltttt    ooooaaaa    ooooeeee`̀̀̀eeee((((`̀̀̀----ffffhhhh))))

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    mmmmddddiiiizzzzaaaa    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    mmmmzzzz`̀̀̀    rrrrllllaaaazzzzeeee    ddddiiiitttt    zzzz`̀̀̀    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    ggggzzzzttttzzzzeeee    ....mmmmddddiiiizzzzggggzzzz    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    ddddnnnncccc`̀̀̀dddd    rrrrwwwwaaaazzzzeeee((((aaaallll,,,,`̀̀̀llll----ffffhhhh))))

   In 1830, at the age of 65, the tzaddik, R’ Avrohom Dov Auerbach ZT”L moved from his hometown of Avritch, in

the Ukraine, and settled in the holy city of Tzefas. He was one of the foremost disciples of the great R’ Levi Yitzchok of

Berditchev ZT”L, as well as a chasid of the Rebbes of Chernobyl. He wrote a famous sefer called “Bas Ayin,” but he
refused to allow it to be printed until he could “expose” it to the air of the Holy Land and refine it there. When he arrived

in Tzefas, he quickly became established as the leader of the city’s burgeoning chassidic community. 

    What R’ Avrohom Dov is most famous for, though, is how he saved his people during the earthquake of 1837.

    The day, 24 Teves, 5597 (1837), was coming to a close like any other winter day. With sunset arriving early in the

afternoon, the Jewish residents of Tzefas closed their shops and returned from the fields. Mothers called their children

home for supper. Scholars left the Batei Medrash and joined the laymen as they hurried to daven the Mincha service in

the various synagogues of the city.

    As the sun was dipping behind the mountain range of Meron, the earth suddenly shook violently. The thick stone and

mortar walls of the homes and synagogues of Tzefas twisted like soft rubber and were jerked loose from their

foundations. Heavy roof beams split and collapsed on top of innocent mothers, fathers and children. Majestic arched

ceilings became unmarked grave stones for an untold number of people.

   “The earthquake,” an eyewitness later recounted, “was not like people imagine it to be - a simple splitting of the earth.
It was a rippling of the ground like the sharp twitching of a horse’s skin.”

   “The ground was jarred under our feet,” wrote another survivor, and in a split second the city became a pile of rubble.

The death toll was enormous. The avalanche of debris turned the city into a graveyard. Roads and walkways

disappeared. Close to ninety percent of the population perished. More than two thousand Jews died, and many more

were injured and crippled. It was a long dark night in the history of Tzefas.

    All the synagogues of Tzefas collapsed in their entirety that night with one exception: On that fateful night, the shul of

the Avritcher Rebbe was full of men saying the Mincha/Maariv tefillos. While the earth rocked, and it seemed that in

seconds the shul would become their common burial pit, a tremendous panic set in, and the congregants began to bolt for

the doorway at the far end. But a sudden shout from R’ Avrohom Dov stopped them in their tracks.

    “Come next to me,” he shouted above the din of falling debris. “Come to the Aron if you wish to be saved!” The

Rebbe screamed in a powerful voice. Immediately, everyone rushed to the front of the shul and crowded around him.

The Rebbe threw himself on the ground, praying and weeping. Congregants fell to the ground around him. The domed
ceiling over their heads hovered in mid-air as the walls shook under the jolting spasm. In one swift moment, the back of

the shul, the spot opposite the bimah where the people had stood seconds before, collapsed. Inexplicably, though, the

arch over the front area of the shul, where the Aron Hakodesh, the Amud, and the prostrate figure of R’ Avrohom Dov

were, held up in formidable opposition to the destruction on the other side, shakily remaining intact.

    The people looked up at the ceiling and held their breath. The arch looked like it could collapse at any moment - but it

didn’t. Stunned, everyone gaped at the miracle. They had survived! The tzaddik’s prayers had been accepted by the

heavenly court and their lives had been spared. It was the only shul in Tzefas which hadn’t crushed its congregants to

death. Later, a plaque was hung above the entrance of the newly named Bas Ayin Shul as a memorial of the miracle.
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mmmmiiiiyyyyeeeeccccwwww    mmmmllllkkkk    ddddccccrrrrdddd    llllkkkk    iiiikkkk    mmmmkkkkllll    aaaaxxxx    mmmmddddiiiillll`̀̀̀    eeeexxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ''''dddd    llllddddwwww    llllrrrr    eeee`̀̀̀yyyyppppzzzzzzzz    rrrreeeeccccnnnneeee    ''''dddd    mmmmkkkkeeeezzzzaaaaeeee        ((((bbbb----ffffhhhh))))

     The most amazing aspect of the rebellion of Korach -

more than the brazenness of his words, the audacity of his

arguments, even the manner in which he, his wife and his

henchmen sank into the ground and were swallowed up

alive - is quite possibly the fact that Korach managed to

convince some of the greatest leaders of our people to

follow him and give credence to his insidious ideas! These
were no small people we’re talking about. These were the

Princes who stood higher up on the mountain and heard

the Ten Commandments emanate directly from Hashem

Himself; and yet these very same people were taken in by

the malcontent argument of Korach and agreed to rebel

against Moshe Rabbeinu. How? How is this possible?

    When the Satmar Rebbe, R’ Yoel Teitelbaum ZT”L

visited Yerushalayim in the 1950’s, he set down his very

clear policy of not accepting any money or favors from the

Israeli government, even if the government asked nothing

in return. R’ Yoel would forcefully intone the words of

Shlomo Hamelech: (yh-h ,kve) "kfv ,t vbgh ;xfv" - “Money

is the answer for everything.” The idea of spreading wealth

around without asking anything in return is for the purpose

of attaining control over the minds and hearts of the

recipients. Once a person accepts funds from a person or

organization or even a government, he is now “bought” to

a certain extent and in time, he will find himself beholden to

the will - and worse - to the agenda of the donor.

   Thus, Rashi tells us (:cb ihrsvbx): “Once the people derived

benefit from Korach’s money, he was able to convince

them to become involved in his quarrel, and (ultimately) to

rebel against Hashem.” Korach was ingenious in that he

understood that by spreading his money around, he would
be able to control the will of its recipients.  

        EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

                                ooooxxxxdddd`̀̀̀    ddddhhhhnnnn    ggggxxxxtttt    ddddppppddddeeee    zzzzccccrrrrdddd    lllldddd`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀    ddddyyyynnnn    ̀̀̀̀ aaaaiiiieeee    
    mmmmiiiiccccwwwwyyyy    llllnnnnbbbbiiiieeee    uuuuiiiivvvv    uuuuvvvviiiieeee    ggggxxxxtttt    ̀̀̀̀ vvvviiiieeee    iiiieeeellll    zzzziiiiaaaallll((((bbbbkkkk----ffffiiii))))

     Hashem instructed Moshe Rabbeinu to collect twelve

wooden rods, one from each Prince (thab) of his shevet, and

place them inside the Mishkan overnight. In the morning, a

miracle occurred and the rod of Aharon representing

Shevet Levi, had “put forth buds, bloomed blossoms and

bore ripe almonds.” This was to be a clear indication that

Hashem had truly chosen Aharon Hakohen as His Kohen

Gadol, thereby putting an end to any speculation or attempt

by others to claim that position. The rod was left in the

Mishkan as a reminder to all against future rebellion, and

later - in the times of King Yoshiyahu - it was hidden away

(zbdb) together with other important and holy artifacts.

    It is interesting to note that unlike a normal almond bud

which first buds, then blossoms, then becomes a full blown

almond, in the case of the rod of Aharon Hakohen, even

after the almond ripened, the bud remained fully attached in

its blossomed state. Whereas the bud should have turned into

an almond, in this case, the bud grew with the almond and

remained in this manner for all eternity. It was in this exact
state, that the rod was hidden away in later years. What is the

significance of this unusual miracle?

    R’ Simcha Hakohen Sheps ZT”L explains that the buds

on the rod of Aharon allude to the Torah, which is referred

to as "ohhj .g" - “Tree of Life.” Unlike other intellectual

pursuits where the many equations and steps in each process

serve the purpose of determining the final answer; in the case

of Torah learning, every bit of Torah study is an end unto

itself. Each question, answer, proof and contradiction is, in

itself, Torah study and pure unadulterated Avodas Hashem.

Thus, regarding Torah study, the “bud” - the process of

study - is equally as important as the “ripened almond” - the
final conclusion (vbexn) - which is a lesson for all eternity. 

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn: The Rebbetzin of R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer ZT”L

was once sitting with her husband, the Rosh Yeshivah, and

she began telling over the following story to a relative.

    “When I was sixteen years old, I was once traveling on

the same train as the tzaddik, R’ Gershon Rosenbaum
ZT”L. When I realized who I was on the train with, I took

the opportunity to approach the Rov and ask him for a

blessing that I merit to marry a Talmid Chacham who will

light up the world with his Torah.

    “R’ Gershon looked at me for a long moment and then I

sensed a hint of a laugh on his face. At first I thought he

was making fun of me? Did he think that I was just

dreaming of something that was totally unattainable?

    “But then, R’ Gershon stopped smiling, and looked

serious. ‘My daughter,’ he said, ‘If this is what your heart
truly desires and you will give your life for this ideal, then I

bless you that it shall be the will of Hashem.’”  

    R’ Isser Zalman interjected at this point. “What I find

hard to believe about the Rebbetzin’s story is how can it be

that the great tzaddik’s blessing was not fulfilled ....?”
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