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another person, attending to their most basic needs. Caring
for the well-being of our fellow man. For this reason alone,

- and for that matter, basic human decency, when Bnei
Yisroel fled from Egypt, their unwillingness to help another

Ammon and Moav are never allowed to join the ranks of person is a trait that is totally incompatible with our national

the Jewish people. Since they did not offer bread and water

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Avoiding Sheker (Falsehood) at all Costs (10)
When is it Permitted to Lie? (cont.) The next few categories in
our list of situations regarding how and when one may deviate
from the truth (when no one loses out from the “lie”’) are when
one does so to prevent: 1) pain 2) fear 3) to honor one’s parents

4) to prevent himself or others from sinning

Lying To Prevent Pain or Fear. One may deviate from the
truth to prevent emotional pain both to oneself and to others (1).
1) A common example of this is when talking to a sick person
about his condition. If it has been determined by a joint
discussion of Rav, doctor and family, that it will be detrimental
to his health if he knows the truth, it is permitted to deviate from
the truth. It is not just emotional pain that is at stake here but
even physical pain and danger, because the spirit and mood of a
person has much to do with his physical well being. This is even
true if the sick person asks to know about his condition.
Similarly, learning of the death of a close relative can also be
detrimental to some people, and the same leniency applies. The
Rav should always be involved because in certain situations not
saying the facts can make things worse, now or in the long run.

2) Certain people becomeeasily frightened about things in a way
that unnecessarily takes away their peace of mind. They might
ask questions that will cause them fear if they know the real
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heritage and character. Their lack of “honor” is unacceptable.
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answer. One may deviate from the truth to avoid causing this fear.
Lying To Honor Parents. A person is permitted to tell over an
original Torah thought or halachic ruling in the name of his
father in order to give honor to his father. This is based on the
gemara ) and Rashi there that describes the conduct of King
Yosum ben Uziyahu. He would sit and judge monetary disputes
and arrive at correct Torah rulings which he would say over in
the name of his father. Obviously, if a father is not capable of
originating such insights, it would not bring him any glory at all.
Lying to Prevent Oneself or Others from Sinning.

1) If one is invited to eat by someone whose standards of kashrus
are not adequate, he is permitted - so as not to offend the one who
invited him - to say, “I have already eaten,” or some similar
excuse. (There is a well known story of R’ Yaakov Kamenetzky
ZT’L who was invited to eat by someone on Pesach whose
standards of kashrus were not up to his. He extricated himself
from the situation by explaining that he did not eat gebrochts -
whereas the homeowner did. In order that his statement should
remain truthful, he accepted upon himself - above and beyond the
halachic parameters - to never eat gebrochts for the rest of his life.)
2) If one sees that his friend might miss the time for Krias Shema,
or the Friday afternoon deadline for doing work, he is permitted
tell him that it is later then it really is, to get him to move quicker 3).
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R’ Noach Weinberg ZT”’L (Rosh HaYeshiva of Aish Hatorah) would say:
“In reference to the "wn N NWN' (non-Jewish woman the Jewish soldier wishes to marry), the posuk states: ‘And
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it will be if you did not want her.” At first, he desired her ('n2 npwny) and later he did not want her (‘2 nxon X7 It is
important to realize that love is the pleasure of seeing virtue. It is based on the reality of knowing the good qualities
in another person. Infatuation, however, is blind. It is when your emotions prevent you from seeing the entire picture
and you mistakenly believe that the object of your infatuation is totally perfect and without any faults.”

R’ Meir of Premishlan ZT”L would say:

“Before you follow in the path of others, first be sure you know where they are headed. For example, I was once
at an inn. Outside it was snowing fiercely, and all signs of roads had been obliterated. Eventually, one of the wagon
drivers, who had obviously had too much to drink, left the inn, hitched up his horses to his wagon, and went on his
way. Soon another driver followed. Not seeing the road anywhere, he simply followed in the ruts made by the first
driver’s wagon. One by one, the other drivers did the same. Eventually, after some time, all the wagon drivers found
themselves stuck in the same field, one with boulders all over, where they could barely maneuver their wagons.”

A Wise Man would say:

“The worst thin; one can do is sell his soul, and live W'tl;;a good conscience on the proceeds.”
DEDICATED BY YEHUDAH & SHAINDY GELB R’ﬁm R 0 D) 7Y AT Bﬁ'%ﬁ g{ ;‘%’g DY o J’?5
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There was once a man who went through all the tribulations of Siberia together with the famed Maggid, R’ Yaakov
Galinsky Shlit’a. After their freedom he found out he was the only survivor of his family and he was alone in the world. He
was broken and saw no reason to live. R’ Yaakov felt that he needed some chizuk to strengthen his resolve and brought him to
the home of the Chazon Ish, R’ Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz ZT”’L. The Chazon Ish listened intently as the man poured out
his heart and stated how he felt he had no reason to go on living. When the man finished, the Chazon Ish began to speak.

“T want to tell you about a Din Torah (Halachic judgment) that came before the great Posek, R’ Yitzchok Elchanan
Spector ZT”’L. There was a fellow who learned Torah all day and his wife supported the house by going to the big city,
buying merchandise and then selling it at a profit. One day, to her misfortune, she lost her purse containing all her money
in the big city. Her world became dark as all her money was in it. She came to the Rav of the city and requested that he
announce that if anyone found a purse, they should bring it to the Rav.

“A poor Jew came forward and said that he found a purse. The woman gave all the simanim (signs) to indicate it was
hers. At this point, the poor Jew said, ‘Rebbi, 1 also learned in cheder that if one finds a lost item in a city that is mostly
gentiles he may keep it because the owners have given up on the item, assuming a gentile will find it and keep it. I have a
child to marry off and I need this money like my body needs air to breathe. When I found it, I was happy that Hashem sent
me a present from Heaven. The Rav announced to bring it so I have, but I'm letting the Rav know that if halachically,
according to the law, the money can be kept by the finder since this is a city of mostly gentiles, I will not forgo it.”

“The Rav was in a quandary about what to do. On the one hand, everyone knew that the money belonged to the woman.
It was all she had and her financial situation - her life savings - depended on it. On the other hand, the poor Jew had the
halacha on his side. This was a city of mostly gentiles and anyone finding an item here is entitled to keep it.”

At this point, the Chazon Ish stopped his story and asked the man what he would decide on the matter. The fellow
shrugged his shoulders and said, “Sounds like an unfortunate woman.” Apparently the poor Jew was correct.

The Chazon Ish continued that the Rav of the city initially felt this way, but he sent the case to R’ Yitzchok Elchanan
the Kovno Rav for his decision. He responded that according to the law the poor Jew must return the money to the woman.

The friend of Rav Galinsky interjected, “According to the law? I could understand if he said it was 70 nMwH 0145 -
above the letter of the law, and it would be a nice thing to return it. But why is this the actual law?”

The Chazon Ish explained. “The foundation of the halacha why when one finds a lost item in a city that is mostly
gentiles he may keep it is because the owners have likely given up on the item. They assume that a gentile will find it and
keep it. However, here the money was the woman’s, and we know from the gemara (3) yv») that what a wife acquires
belongs to the husband. Her husband had no idea that the money was lost, consequently he (who was the real owner)
didn’t give up. Therefore, the poor Jew must return the money according to the letter of the law.”

The eyes of R’ Galinsky’s friend shone as he said with awe and astonishment, “Brilliant! What ingenuity!”

The Chazon Ish turned towards this fellow and gave him a piercing look, “These words apply to you as well. Who gave
you permission to give up? Even when a sharp sword is on your neck, you shouldn’t give up! Are you the owner of your
situation or your life? We are all agents of Hashem and He allots our mission in life. We have to do what is obligated upon
us and to pray for our success! Who gave you the right to give up?”

The man sat quietly, head bowed in submission for quite some time. All the while absorbing this lesson deeply. R’
Galinsky later reported that the fellow left the Chazon Ish a different person - a changed man.
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Sw: A new student came to a yeshivah at the beginning of
the zman. He entered the Beis Medrash to find the Rosh
Yeshivah walking up and down the aisles of chairs, picking
up garbage and papers, and taking out the trash. Shocked
and surprised, the new student ran over to the venerable,
aged scholar and cried, “Rebbe! Let me do that for you.”
The Rosh Yeshivah turned to him in disbelief.
“Absolutely not,” he practically yelled. Bewildered, the new
student watched as the great scholar carried off the trash.
That Shabbos, after the yeshivah finished reading from

the Torah, the new student was called upon with the honor
of carrying the Torah back to the Ark.

He approached eagerly, but just as he was about to take
the Torah in his arms and walk it up to the front, he found
the Rosh Yeshivah standing before him, blocking his way.
“Let me do that for you,” offered the Rosh Yeshivah.

As the student’s instincts prompted him to refuse, in a
flash he understood what true “honor” was all about.

Ywna: In Jewish thought, what is seen by many to be the
lowliest endeavor is in fact one of the highest ideals: serving
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The gemara (Ny Y77MD) comments that there never was
nor ever will be an instance of a “Ben Sorer Umoreh.”
(rebellious son) If so, why was it written in the Torah at all?
The Gemara answers, "ow 92 W171'- learn the halachos
and earn reward for Torah study. Rav Yonason, however,
says that he saw an actual Ben Sorer Umoreh and sat upon
his grave. Similarly, Rav Yonason also claimed to have seen
an “Ir Nidachas” (a city whose entire population worships
idols), although Chazal tell us that there never was nor ever
will be such a city, since many specific conditions must be
met for the conferral of this formal status upon a given city.

How could it be that only Rav Yonason saw these two
cases, and why is it significant that he stood on the grave of
the rebellious son? Furthermore, if even one Sage testifies to
having observed a Ben Sorer Umoreh and Ir Nidachas, how
could the Gemara claim that they never occurred?

The Maharal, R’ Yehudah Loewy ZT”’L explains that
the Torah legislated certain conditions that prevent the actual
occurrence of these cases. These laws were nevertheless
written in the Torah in order to awaken us to the severity of
these sins. The Torah wants us to see what happens to a
young man who indulges in the satisfaction of his desires, to
understand to where such a process can lead. We are to open
our eyes to the possible effects of unrestrained idolatrous
influences upon a city, which distances itself from its
Creator. Thus, Rav Yonason says that he has seen a Ben
Sorer Umoreh and an Ir Nidachas. The Maharal explains
that Rav Yonason saw Jerusalem after its destruction, when it
stood as a giant graveyard, and observed that the city had gone
through the process of a “Ben Sorer Umoreh.” A wanton
society was drawn after its desires until it brought destruction
upon itself. It attained the status of an “Ir Nidachas” as its
entire population turned its back on its Creator. A decree of
destruction was thus issued, as the Torah warrants.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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The Torah admonishes us not to harness an ox and a
donkey together to plow. Rashi cites the words of the
gemara (T) NOp N22) that this law does not only apply to
these two animals but to any two categories of species in the
world. Not only that, but it is likewise forbidden to lead two
different species tied together in order to carry objects.

Although this commandment is a chok, a commandment
for which no reason is given, our human perspective can
derive a moral lesson from it. Rabbis Yisroel and Osher
Anschel Jungreis Shlit’a detail that the Master of the
World has compassion on the animals He created, since
they all have different energy levels, and harnessing them
together would pit one against the other, causing undue pain
and stress. While one animal may need to push, the other
tries to pull. In addition, the ox chews its cud, while the
donkey swallows grass or grain quickly, leading the donkey
to believe that the ox, which takes longer to consume its
food, was given a greater portion of food by its master. This
will cause distress and “jealousy” to the donkey.

Based on this, there are similar lessons to be drawn in
our human and inter-personal relations: Never pit people of
different energy levels against one another. Never compare
children, for each child is a star in his or her own right.
Never should husbands and wives compare their spouses to
others - in no manner. All such comparisons can be painful
and can leave deep scars. Each of us is a creation of
Hashem, Who endowed us with our own unique gifts and
talents, and each of us has our own contribution to make.

Furthermore, if we jealously think that someone has
more than we have, just remember the donkey that foolishly
thinks that the ox has more than it does. Hashem gives to
each person that which he truly needs, so instead of
focusing on that which the other has, let us concentrate on
that with which the Almighty has blessed us.

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

M‘n‘ naﬂw FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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Ina fiery shmuess last week given by R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz Shlit’a, he commented on how during Elul everyone is
busy looking for segulos and mystical kabbalos to achieve the goal of Teshuva - repentance. That’s all great, he exclaimed,
but how about learning halacha? How about opening up a Kitzur Shulchan Aruch and learning through the necessary and
applicable laws! THIS is a great way to do Teshuvah - to come back to Hashem. By KNOWING the laws and what He wants
of you. There are 74 mitzvos in Parshas Ki Seitzai which equals the gematria of "y7" - to KNOW! The greatest way to know an
author is by studying his book. The greatest way to KNOW Hashem, is by studying the Torah which is Hashem’s will.

Learning the will of Hashem will actually teach us strategies to overcome the impulses of the heart and give us the tools to
deal with difficult people and stressful situations in life. As R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT”L famously said at his
Rebbetzin’s funeral, “Usually one asks mechila at a spouse’s funeral, but I have nothing to ask my wife forgiveness for, nor she
from me. We lived according to the Shulchan Aruch!” R’ Shlomo Zalman was a great man, but he was still human! Anyone
who is married knows that even in the best of relationships there may be quarrels and feelings can be hurt, even unintentionally.
To live together for 60 years and not have the need to ask forgiveness can only come from a life of pure Torah - from N n2ap.

The number 74 is also the numerical value of "1y" which means to bear witness, for only the laws of Torah, and how one
keeps them can bear testimony to a person’s true level of overcoming his yetzer hara and retuming to Hashem.




