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Swia: Hashem wants us to conduct our lives with honor and
civility. He wants us to do things that will make Him proud
and be viewed positively by others. As Rashi tells us: “When
you will do what is good - in the Eyes of Heaven, and what is

A SERIES IN HALACHA

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Avoiding Sheker (Falsehood) at all Costs (8)

When is it Permitted to Lie? (cont.) We now continue listing

situations (humility, Tznius, for peace) when a “Torah-inspired”

motive permits one to tell a harmless lie (when no one loses out
due to the lie). We continue with the next situation on the list.

Lying To Make People Feel Good. We find numerous stories

in Tanach and in the words of Chazal (the sages of the Oral

Torah) where great individuals deviated from the truth in order

to comfort others who were down in spirits. Even if they weren’t

actually down or depressed, these individuals would “lie” to
them to make them feel good or happier.

1) Chosson and Kallah. There is a discussion in the Gemara
1) between »™ow 12 and Y90 ™2 how to fulfill the mirzvah of
making a chosson happy during his wedding celebration.
Beis Shammai is of the opinion that one may only praise the
kallah with true words. Beis Hillel disagrees and argues that
one may deviate from the truth and praise the kallah as very
special in all ways, just to make her chosson happy. We rule
@ like the opinion of Beis Hillel. Similarly, it says in Pirkei
D’Rebbi Elazar 3) that one should praise the chosson as well.

2) The Gemara @ has another common application. If someone
bought a suit or another item and he cannot back out (item is
not returnable), others should make him feel good about his
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correct - in the eyes of mankind.” The Jewish people have a
great responsibility to constantly create a Kiddush Hashem
for the world. When we are upright in the eyes of man, then it
is an indication that we are likewise in the Eyes of Hashem.

w»n& w N7 T2owant 1993 rr"v;:7 NRD
oot 1322%2 , 1192 ovn naey o W

purchase by praising the item and mollifying him. One may
do so even if it is not true. If, however, there is something
wrong with the item and he can go and claim his money
back, or exchange it for a better item, he should be told the
truth, as explained in Sefer Chofetz Chaim ().

3) Encouragement. If one heard a speech or shiur from a Rabbi
or a young student, who would greatly benefit and receive
encouragement from a timely and uplifting compliment, one
may tell him (or her), “1 really was inspired by your sincere
words” - even if it is not true.

4) Comforting. Chazal tell a story ) about Rebbi Akiva and his
wife who lived in extreme poverty soon after their marriage,
and would sleep on straw. One day, Eliyahu Hanavi came to
their doorstep looking like a poor man and asked if he could
have some straw so that his new-born baby would not have to
sleep on the cold hard ground. Although this wasn’t true, he
said it in order to comfort them and point out to them that
there were people who were even worse off then them, as
Rebbi Akiva immediately understood and told his wife.
Many times a person can feel comfort by hearing that others
are in the same situation as them, or worse. However, one
must be very careful that no Chilul Hashem will come out
from such a story if it is proven to be false.

10 P99 (3) RND NMYN AR YW (2) 2-10 MAND (1)
) D2 (6) X0 MY5Y MY (5) OW MM (4)

Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter ZT”’L (Sefas Emes) would say:
“PooPY 1972 DY 092 1 N XY - The word 'NNY does not mean to see but rather to contemplate and
understand that Hashem wants us to recognize that in every fiber of this world, there is blessing (1272) and curse ("N55p).
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This means that even the curse is a hidden blessing, and a Jew must work to reveal and enjoy the blessing. How does
one do that? 'D2PON 'N MNN DN NWHYN IWKN 157270 TN’ - the blessing will be revealed - even when it comes in the form
of a curse - by cleaving to the ways of Hakadosh Boruch Hu; learning His Torah, performing His mitzvos and
becoming intimately involved in understanding His ways. This will draw out the blessing that is hidden in the curse.”

Belzer Rebbe, R’ Shalom Rokeach ZT”L (Sar Shalom) would say:

“When a person opens his hand, his four main fingers are all at different lengths. When he closes his hand into a
fist, those four fingers are the same size. Similarly, there are four different levels of charity. "PnN>’ - a needy brother or
relative; "7y5" - the poor of your city (7Y »y); "1»aNY' - extremely destitute; “78IN2’ - indigent of Eretz Yisroel. Thus,
the posuk tells us: "7 NX ¥9pN X' - Do not offer to give charity like a closed hand, where all people are exactly
equal; rather "7 NN Nnan NNa' - Give like a open hand; give to each level according to their appropriate needs.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Don’t knock the weather. If it didn’t change once in a while, nine out of ten people couldn’t start a conversation.”
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The words of the Sifri are quite powerful: “Rav Yehudah said, ‘If you will behave like sons (of Hashem), then you will be
His sons; if not, then you are not His sons.” Rav Meir said, ‘No matter what, you (Klal Yisroel) are the sons of Hashem.’”

The following story took place at a festive Rosh Chodesh seudah that was held at the home of the great Tzaddik and
Mekubal, Chacham Rabbeinu Yisroel Abuchatzeira ZT”’L, the Baba Sali as he was commonly known, or “Praying
Father” because of his ability to work miracles with his prayers. Many petitioners would visit the Chacham and he was
instrumental in assisting many Jews in their difficult plights. Yet, he was a guarded individual and his actions were often
not clear to the public. The results that came out from his prayers, however, were miraculous in nature. There was one
time, when he achieved salvation in front of an entire group with nothing more than a simple heartfelt prayer.

The Baba Sali’s Rosh Chodesh seudah was legendary and many of the people who would attend these monthly feasts
can attest to the great salvation that the Tzaddik accomplished there. At this particular Rosh Chodesh meal, there was a
large variety of Jews from all walks of life in attendance. It was a festive meal with much singing and Torah being spoken,
but after some time, people became of a man sitting in the back of the room who could not stop weeping the entire time.
Individuals went over to him to ask him what was wrong but he only wished to speak to the Tzaddik. He was escorted up
to the front and came before the Baba Sali with tears streaming down his cheeks.

The Baba Sali looked at the man and asked him what was wrong. The man began to relate his tale of woe, saying that
he had a sick wife and seven daughters whom he could not afford to marry off. He did not know what to do or where to
turn, and he begged the Chacham for a blessing that will merit him salvation.

Just then, a side door opened and the Baba Sali’s son-in-law, R’ Yehudah David Yehudayoff, walked into the room. He
walked towards the front table and suddenly, without any warning, the Baba Sali started yelling at him, “Why did you
come in? What are you doing here? Who invited you?”’

Everyone was shocked, especially R’ Yehudah David. He quite often attended his father-in-law’s gatherings and he
knew how much the Baba Sali loved him. He just could not understand what precipitated this outburst.

But the Baba Sali was not finished. Once again, he called out loudly, “Tell me now, who told you to come? Who
invited you? Why are you here?”” A pin drop could be heard in the large room. Everybody sat paralyzed and in shock.

Then, the Tzaddik lowered his voice and said to his son-in-law, “I want you to repeat after me: a son-in-law is the same
as a son and a son does not have to be invited. A son can come to his father whenever he wants.”

Stunned and at a loss for words of his own, R’ David repeated the words that his esteemed father-in-law pronounced.
But it was not enough. “Say it louder!” called out the Baba Sali, motioning for him to get on with it.

His son-in-law repeated the words: “A son-in-law is like a son. I am like your son, and a son can go to his father
whenever he wants.” The Baba Sali made him say it again and again.

After R’ David repeated the mantra quite a few times, the Baba Sali suddenly rose and walked over to the wall. With
hands outstretched, he cried out, “Do You hear this, Father in Heaven? Do You hear what my son-in-law is saying - that a
son can go to his father whenever he wants? He can always go home because that is where he came from. So now, I want
to return to You, my Father, and ask you to have pity on this poor Jew.”

The Baba Sali stood for some time in silent tearful prayer. The vast gathering of people held their collective breath and
watched in anticipation. Then, the Tzaddik turned around and said out loud, “I prayed ..... and Hashem listened.”

That person was indeed delivered from his troubles.
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Swa: The 1929 Boston Braves team was owned by a Judge
Emil E. Fuchs. Judge Fuchs basically cared for the financial
management and legal affairs of the team, but the depressed
economy left the team without a manager.

“I read the rule book!” cried the judge confidently, and
he took over the managerial duties. He literally brought his
swivel chair into the dugout! It was late in the summer of
that dismal season and the team had just been on a losing
streak. Miraculously, however, it seemed that the down
streak was about to end. The game was tied in the bottom

of the ninth and the bases were loaded. Fuchs gave the order
to swing away. After one strike, the batter, Joe Dugan called
time and approached his well-respected manager.

“Judge,” the player meekly suggested, “the rookie at third
is playing well behind the bag. I'll drop down a bunt and
we’ll squeeze the winning run in!”

The judge looked sternly at the ball player. He was
stunned at the mere suggestion. “Mr. Dugan,” he exclaimed
pompously, “You will do no such thing. Either we will
score our runs honorably - or not at all!”
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Rashi cites a number of unique scenarios whereby one
can transgress the negative commandment of ‘Do not do so
unto Hashem your G-d’ as follows: “You shall break apart
their altars ... You shall destroy their names ..... You shall
not do so unto Hashem: (This is) a negative commandment
for the person who erases the Divine Name of Hashem, and
for the person who breaks off a stone from the altar
(mizbeach) or from the courtyard (of the Temple).”

A man whose wife was very sick called up a friend, who
worked for one of the major airline companies and lived in
Eretz Yisroel. “I have heard,” he said, “that it is a great
segulah (spiritual benefit) to have a piece of stone from the
Western Wall. Could you get me a piece?”

His faithful friend agreed, and he went to the Wall, took
a hammer, chipped off a little piece of the sacred wall and
sent it to him. The man put it under his sick wife’s pillow.
But to his great sadness, within a day his wife died!

The friend who had chipped the stone off the Wall
understood that he had done something wrong, and a great
fear seized him. He asked R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein Shlit’a
what to do and the Rav sent the question to the Posek
Hador, R’ Yosef Shalom Elyashiv ZT"’L, who responded
that indeed he had done something wrong, because most
authorities hold that the Kosel Hamaaravi is considered
hekdesh (consecrated to the Temple) and taking a piece
from it is meilah (stealing from hekdesh). Also there is a
prohibition of destroying any part of the Temple, as it says,
“Do not do so unto Hashem your G-d.” At the very least,
the Western Wall is a sanctuary of prayer, where millions
of people have come to pour out their hearts, and it has the
holiness of a shul, whose stones one may not take.

R’ Elyashiv advised the man to take the chipped-off
piece and stick it back in its place, and as an atonement he
should donate a Torah scroll to a synagogue.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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The gemara (no Mmamnd) states: “Let us thank those
liars who claim to be eligible for charity (when they really
are not), for if not for them, we would sin each day by not
giving to anyone (even those who really are eligible).”

R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT”’L once wrote a letter
to the head of Kolel Shomrei Hachomos in New York city,
to insist that they do not desist from sending money to the
Holy Land, even to those who are less needy than others.
He explained his position based on the posukim in Parshas
Re’eh: 9992 7225 DY 127 ™ 19 T2 MW’ - Be very careful
not to think that the taker is a bad person (9¥92), who takes
charity funds even when he doesn’t need them or shouldn’t
be taking, "o ynn N5 IAxD PNNA Y DY - for then you
will look negatively at all the poor people and refrain from
giving even to people who truly deserve to take. By itself,
this is no sin, for Chazal say, that we must thank the liars
(o), for if not for them we would sin every day by never
giving charity. In other words, since there are liars around, it
is not a sin to refuse to give charity to an unknown
petitioner. However, by doing so, 72 7 'n YN POy XY
'NON - even if one truly poor person cries out to Hashem, for
he has nothing for his family, his cry will not go
unanswered and the consequences for all those who could
have given him money but didn’t will be severe. Therefore,
the Torah clearly advises, "9 7nN2 7229 ¥ X Y \NN ' -
give, and continue to give, even to an unknown petitioner
and do not feel bad, thinking that you might be giving away
money for nothing, 951 PPON N 797 MmN MTH YOI N
"Pwyn - for even for such charity, given to an undeserving
person, Hashem promises you His blessing.”

The next time an unknown petitioner (you don’t know to
what extent he is needy) begs for alms, just remember these
words: "PPON ‘N 7972 MmN 1270 Y9x1" - it is for just such a
situation that Hashem will bless you with all that you need!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(M=) . TNAR? YIWI TORD 139 ORI 0'0NT '['7 N

“Hashem will give you mercy.” If you are a Jew, this beautiful middah is a G-d given gift. It is something that lies
within every single Jew. Most of us know how and when to use it. Unfortunately for some, it remains very much within -
and has yet to see the light of day! It is the job of every Jew to externalize this trait and put it to good use!

So what exactly is the middah of RACHMANUS - showing mercy - and how does one apply it? Sefer Maalas

HaMiddos asks this very question and answers by giving a few examples: One who lends money to a poor person and later
tells him it is a gift; one who feels pain over the worries of his friend; one who finds a lost object and returns it ... quietly.

What do all these examples have in common? They all go one step beyond CHESSED - kindness. They show that the
person is not just doing a good deed, but that he truly CARES about another person’s feelings and doing kindness to him.
Some people do chessed because it’s the “right” thing to do (especially in this day of being “politically correct”) or it gives
them a good feeling. In truth, what they are doing is chessed for themselves! (Note: That’s fine. One who does chessed for
himself is also a good Jew!) But this is not the level we are striving for, and certainly does not bring out the rachmanus - the
feelings of true mercy - that is inside. A Jew must aim higher! When you do a kindness for someone, close your eyes and try
to imagine how the other person FEELS. By feeling the other person’s pain or need, you are not only a baal chessed, a
“Master of Kindness’ but you are exercising that beautiful attribute of a Jew, the middah of Rachmanus.




