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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘“TORAH” DAY

"2 195 19 v’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (112)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing Up for a Baal Maasim. As we
conclude the topic of honoring a Baal Maasim, a few more
relevant details should be added. After all the definitions of Baal
Maasim have been explained, one could summarize and define
it as one who is devoted, in an outstanding way, to fulfilling
mitzvos, either Bein Adam L ’Makom or Bein Adam L’Chaveiro.
The Minchas Chinuch leans to the opinion that a lady who fits
the description of a Baal Maasim, has the same halacha as a
man, and it seems so from the Yam Shel Shlomo (1) as well.
The Einayim L’mishpat ) writes that a Baal Maasim may
forgo his honor, just like a Talmid Chacham. 1t is not similar to
an “Osei Mitzvah” (one who does a mitzvah) who some say
cannot be mochel. This is because by the Osei Mitzvah, the
honor is for the fulfillment of the mitzvah being performed and
the doer cannot forgo the mitzvah’s honor. By a Baal Maasim,
however, it is his honor for past performances and he can be
mochel. The Chasam Sofer z¢”/ 3)rules that Baalei Maasim are
not just unique in that people stand for them, but rather, they
have a general priority over those who are not deemed Baalei
Maasim. For example, if two people are in need of Tzedaka and
there is only enough to give one, a Baal Maasim is first on line.
(Sometimes other factors might outweigh this factor.)

Standing Up for Osei Mitzvah: Introduction. The Mishna @)
says that when people would bring Bikkurim (first fruits) up to
the Bais HaMikdash, everyone would stand up for them,
including those busy with work. Seemingly this is a Rabbinic
obligation (5). The Talmud Yerushalmi ) says that from here we
leamn that it is an obligation to stand up for all those who are
performing a mitzvah. By Bikkurim they were (at first glance)
just going to do a mitzvah and still the obligation exists. Sefer
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Chassidim (7) stresses that even if the one doing the mitzvah is an
ignorant person, the obligation exists. Based on the above, the
Shulchan Aruch @) rules that when people are carrying a coffin
to burial, those sitting nearby (presumably within 4 amos), must
stand. It would seem (from the wording of the Mechaber) that
they are not standing as an honor to the nifiar, but as an honor to
those who are doing (or going to do) the mitzvah.
Examples. The Rav Bartenura () writes that from here we learn
that one should stand up for those carrying a baby boy in for his
Bris Milah. The R”M (presumably R’ Meir M’Rottenburg
z”l, as quoted in Shiltei Giborim (10)) would stand up by the
Bris Milah itself because of Osei Mitzvah. Some say that
standing up for a chosson on the way to his chuppa to do Mitzvas
Kiddushin is for this reason of Osei Mitzvah.
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"~ St03s 9m - A Leg To Stand On: Chulin 58b
An animal is considered a nov if it has an extra leg. The Ramban
explains that we view it as if the extra leg has been removed and then
attached again in a place where the missing leg would create a Treifa.
The Rashba (quoted in the Shach) says that although you might find an
animal with an extra leg living for more than 12 months (like a circus pet),
one may not ask questions on this Chazal. The Rashash leams that an
extra limb draws away the required bodily nourishment from the other,
legs making them deficient and thus a Treifa. He says that a person who
is blind in one eye, is known to have better vision in his remaining eye.
This is due to the extra nourishment going to only one eye. Thus, an
extra leg would likewise diminish the sustenance of the other legs. The
Gemara (np Y 1mo) tells us that Bilaam was blind in one eye. Some
meforshim saythatit was with this blind eye, that he was able to summon
supernatural powers and calculate down to the 3,000th of a second
the time of day that Hashem “gets angry” and time his curses perfectly!
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R’ Moshe of Kobrin z¢”/ would say:
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“nn TN ONW 0w I - The word "y (encamped) is written in the singular form because the Jewish people were
like one person with one heart - they were totally united (Rashi). Only through the power of unity are the Children of
Israel capable of standing ‘opposite the mountain’ - opposite the mountain of hatred that surrounds them at all times.”

R’ Boruch Halevi Epstein z¢”/ (Tosefes Beracha) would say:
P PO WNY TAN INY AR NN T19' - Adam was created from the ground so he didn’t have a
father. As a result, there was no feeling of love of a son to father. However, Adam did have a son.

Mazel Tovto Mr. & Mrs.
EliEbsteinandMr. &
Mrs.ZevFeldbergeron
theMarriage oftheir

Consequently, there is the love of a father to a son naturally. This is why the Torah doesn’t command childrenMoti&Frummy.

fathers on raising their children and feeding them rather we just find that it is a father’s obligation to
teach his son Torah, a craft, and so on. However, children are charged with a command to honor their
parents. Why? Because the love of a father to a son is rooted in nature; there doesn’t need to be a
command on that. However, the love of a son to a father is not and therefore needs to be commanded.”

A Wise Man would say: “Deal with the faults of others as gently as if they were your own.”
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Rabbi Alexander (Sender) Linchner z”I, the Founder of Boys Town Jerusalem, was born and raised in the United
States, right after the turn of the 20th century. He was one of the few American bochurim to study at the great yeshivos of
Eastern Europe before the Holocaust. During the course of his studies at the Yeshivah at Radin, Poland, he came under the
direct, personal influence of the holy Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan z¢”/, and for the rest of his life, he always
considered the Chofetz Chaim as his personal mentor. He returned to the United States before the outbreak of World War
II, where he became principal at Yeshivah Torah Vodaath, in Brooklyn, NY, working under the guiding hand of his
father-in-law, R’ Shraga Feivel Mendelowitz z¢”I, who was also the founder of Torah Umesorah, the National Society
for Hebrew Day Schools. He and his son-in-law trained and inspired a generation of Jewish educators who founded Jewish
day schools in many American Jewish communities, forming the backbone of Jewish education in this country.

While still learning in Radin, Sender was surprised when one day, a few months into the zman, he received a message
that the Chofetz Chaim wished to speak with him. Understandably, this made the young American bochur nervous and
anxious. The Chofetz Chaim was already an old man, well on in his years, and he generally did not meet with any of the
students in a private setting. In fact, not only did Sender Linchner never merit to speak with the Chofetz Chaim before, he
had even only managed to briefly see his holy countenance just a few times.

As he entered the home of the Tzaddik, he was quite anxious and tense, but the warmth exuded by the Chofetz Chaim
helped him relax quite a bit. The Chofetz Chaim began by asking him how he was faring in yeshivah, how often he is in
touch with his family back in the United States, and other personal questions about his general well-being. Sender felt
better that the Chofetz Chaim was taking an interest in his needs and really cared. He then showered him with a multitude
of berachos and well wishes that Sender should have much success with his learning, and with all his endeavors.

When Sender Linchner returned to the yeshivah, a crowd gathered around him, as everyone was curious to know what
the highly unusual meeting was about. Sender shrugged his shoulders and explained to them that he himself had no idea
why he was invited to meet with the Chofetz Chaim, and based on the conversation, there was nothing specific that the
Tzaddik wished to tell him. Of course, he was still thrilled and it was an experience he cherished and never forgot.

A few days later, the reason for the meeting became known. It was only a few weeks before Pesach and there was a
severe shortage of flour in Russia. Always thinking about the needs of Klal Yisroel before his own, the Chofetz Chaim was
very concerned that millions of Jews living in Russia would not be able to procure matzos for Pesach.

One evening, the Chofetz Chaim received the incredible news that the government of the United States of America,
delivered a huge emergency shipment of flour intended for the starving Russian people. The Chofetz Chaim was ecstatic
about the news. The Russian Jews will now have matzah for Pesach. It was a tremendous relief for him.

Wanting to express his great appreciation to the United States for the kindness and largesse they carried out, the Chofetz
Chaim was well aware that simply writing a letter addressed to the American Government would probably not do the trick.
Yet, he still very much wished to somehow express his appreciation to the American people.

The Chofetz Chaim therefore invited the only American bochur at that time learning in the Radin Yeshivah to his house
where he made him feel very special and showered him with berachos. This was the only way he could show a measure of
Halkaras Hatov to the United States for the kindness it had done. Although he knew that the American Government and
the American people would never hear about his gesture of thanks, he nevertheless understood that gratitude was
something that a person must show regardless if the person who extended the kindness is aware of the thanks or not. We
must always recognize the good in others as well as the good done for us by others. (R’ Eliezer Abish, Portraits of Prayer)
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Just as by Har Sinai, Hashem’s Divine Presence was
revealed to the masses, the Haftorah tells of the vision of
Yeshaya HaNavi who perceived Hashem sitting on a holy
“chariot” surrounded by angels. He described the atmosphere
and how the secrets and inner workings of the world were
revealed to him. The Navi begins his prophecy by saying,
“In the year of the death of King Uzziya.” The question is:
why is it necessary for us to know this? Additionally, Chazal
tell us that Uzziya didn’t really die; rather, he was inflicted
with leprosy and considered as if he were dead!
The Chida z#”l explains that a king receives a special

divine assistance to rule his kingdom, but he loses it on the
day of his death. King Uzziya was a righteous king who
wrongfully attempted to sacrifice ketores (incense) in the Bais
HaMikdash, a task performed strictly by the Kohanim. As a
result, Hashem inflicted him with tzaraas which likened him
to a dead man, thereby stripping him of his divine assistance.
The make-up of a king is his glory and splendor, as well as
his ability to project it upon his citizens. Yeshaya described
the glory and splendor of “Hashem’s inner sanctum” and
contrasted it with Uzziya to show what a king looks like
without his special support. While Uzziya did not actually
die, his kingship no longer retained the grandeur it so badly
required and therefore, he would have been better off dead.
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I once asked the Alter Bluzhever Rebbe 7t/ a question: When Yisro came to the desert, he told Moshe, “I have come to
you - "TnWNY - with your wife - 'nny 92 »wY - and with her two sons. Weren’t they his sons as well? The Rebbe answered me,
“I lost my first Rebbetzin and family in the Holocaust. Hashem was good to me and gave me a second wife along with her two
young children that I adopted as my own. But she stipulated that she would be in charge of their chinuch; to guide, mold, and
teach them to grow into ehrliche Bnei Torah.” This is what the Rebbe answered me: Tzippora was the wife of Moshe, but she
was in charge of the chinuch of her children, and the choshuver Bluzhever Rebbetzin followed her example. Yisro said to
Moshe, “Your wife, Tzippora, is in charge of bringing up her two sons as true Bnei Torah and as such, the children are hers!”
This reminds me of a story of R’ Isaac Sher z¢”/, who was once walking with a talmid when a young woman carelessly
pushing a baby carriage, almost knocked him over. The talmid said, “What a chutzpa! Does she think she owns the entire
sidewalk?”” The Rosh Yeshivah replied, “Look, it is now 11:00 am. All T did this morning was take care of myself, washing,
davening, eating, and walking for my health, but I have done nothing for anyone else. This young woman surely slept very
little last night; got up early for her husband and children, waking them, dressing them, feeding them, kissing them, and
sending them off to school to learn. How can I complain and criticize this woman who has already done so much for others?”
By Shiluach Hakan, we send away the mother bird before we take the chicks because it is a mother’s natural instinct to stay and
protect her little ones (Rambam). The Ohr Sameach adds: she has special protection from Hashem because she is occupied with
raising her next generation. Surely a Jewish mother who cares for her children’s future deserves all the credit in the world!
oY ’l%l;’fj’fﬂ ﬂ'E“Z 1‘2@'@ up, bade them good day, and went on his way.
(=) 2T TP P2 TOp ax nynﬁ 7725 2w nN P The moment he had left the house, the Chazon Ish said to

“wn: Rav Sruya Diblitzky 7¢I once came to the home of the
Chazon Ish z¢”I needing to be matir neder (released from a
vow). As he walked into the Tzaddik’s home, he saw him
sitting and talking in learning with another Talmid Chacham.
The Chazon Ish turned to R’ Sruya and asked him what he
needed. When he heard that he wished to be matir neder, he
said, “Look, we have two here now. Go outside and call in a
third man and we will make a beis din of three.”

R’ Sruya went outside and waited until a man passed by
and asked if he can come inside and be part of a beis din. The
man was happy and honored to sit with the Chazon Ish.

As soon as he sat down, the Chazon Ish asked R’ Sruya
what his reason for releasing the vow was and after a few
questions, the Chazon Ish was satisfied. Together with the
other two men, they all announced, “Mutar Lach, Mutar
Lach, Mutar Lach,” (You are released) and the extra man got

R’ Sruya, ”The man you brought in is not learned in any way.
I don’t think he even understood what the proceeding was all
about. Go and get another man and we will do it over again!”
R’ Sruya later commented on the extreme sensitivity and
kavod habriyos of the Chazon Ish, who would play along in a
mock beis din, rather than embarrass another Jew.
Yems: Yisro gave advice to his son-in-law and said, “It is not a
good thing that you sit and the people stand.” He was
teaching Moshe Rabbeinu and all of Klal Yisroel the midda of
Kavod Habriyos, and that you don’t make others stand while
you sit. In fact, the whole idea of commissioning the smaller
size Beis Din was Yisro’s idea. Although he was new to the
camp of the Jewish people, his ideals were sound and he
preached middos tovos and the correct way to live. It is no
wonder that Chazal have taught us: "N PN XN 77T PN ON' -
where there is no middos tovos, there cannot be Torah.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE MIDDAH OF . STY9%?
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R GUITMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

When Yisro advised Moshe how to ease the burden of judging the entire nation, he wisely encouraged him to delegate
authority so that every problem does not come to Moshe. Moshe would handle the larger problems while the lesser questions
would be asked to others who could answer. Yisro’s main advice to Moshe, says R’ Avraham Pam z¢”/ (Moreh Tzedek 98)
was: You must teach the people the correct path a Jew must follow. If you inspire them to act the way a Jew is supposed to act,
then you will not have as many disputes and problems to judge! The Chofetz Chaim z#”/ explains that the “derech” (path) of
the Jewish people is the derech of Avraham Avinu, which is to be sensitive to the feelings of others and filled with a burning desire
to do good for others! This is the DERECH of Am Yisroel - the DERECH Yisro advised to obviate the need for extra judges.

R’ Pam adds that every one should ask himself: Why am I in this world? Why did my neshama travel millions of miles to
come here? Why did my mother have to go through the difficulties of childbirth to bear me? Why did my father experience
tzaar gidul banim to raise me? Was it to cause pain, harm and suffering to others? Surely not! It must be that I am here for a
higher purpose - to be a true Jew and follow the derech of Avraham Avinu, which is to only benefit others and NEVER, EVER
cause another person pain! The Gemara in Bava Kama extrapolates on this posuk that the "na 15> 777" which we are referring
to is the idea of Lifinim Mishuras HaDin! To go above and beyond the call of duty! A Jew must humble himself to others and
be mevater on whatever he wants so that there will be love and harmony between Jews! THIS is the derech that we all must
learn to live by as Jews. If only we would ALL take this to heart, how much better would our lives be? How much more
blissful would our shalom bayis be? How much easier would it be to get along with all people? May we all be zoche!




