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Mordechai, who was a member of the Y177V, spoke seventy
languages? And didn't the miracle of Purim occur through the
knowledge that Mordechai had of the Tarsian language, when he
overheard wam ym1 speaking in his presence, not expecting him to
understand them?"

The Rebbe replied, "It is the very incident that you just spoke of

from which we learn not to teach foreign languages to our children.
For had that been the Jewish way, Bigsan and Seresh would surely
not have spoken openly in Mordechai's presence!”
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The Munkaczer Rebbe Z"L explains that all Jews are capable

| of absorbing the sanctity and nwyTp of the day, whether they are on
| an elevated level, near to Heaven (DX1)7p), or on a lower one, far
| from where they should be (D). Still, each is able "fo observe

and fulfill the days of Purim."
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Every man and woman is obligated to hear the N> at night and
again by day. Parents are obligated to bring even young children,
who will not disturb the N1, to Shul to train them in the Mitzvah
of n9»nn Ny, The reading may not begin before 022151 NNY
(nightfall), even for one who is weak from fasting. Although, ideally
one should not break his fast until after the Megillah reading, T1y>72
one who is in pain from fasting, may ease his hunger with a cup of
coffee or even an egg-sized piece of bread, before NN MNP

For information and/or dedications, please call 914-362-4380.




comprehensible description. Further investigation did not clarify this
complex issue - until a sudden thought occurred to Rashi: "My
heart tells me that my unwitting observation of the noblewomen
riding their horses was not to test me or to incite my Y71 1%, but to
clarify in front of my eyes the true pattern of the 719X that was worn
by the 9173 Y2, which was like the kind of apron which the
noblewomen wear when they ride their horses. For this reason
alone, I was made to view this unusual sight." :
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Although this phrase is usually rendered "From India (y170) until
Ethiopia (¥112)" the Gemara records a dispute regarding their actual
locations. According to one view, they were a world apart - 9702
o9wn - at the ends of the world. The second opinion, however,
places them literally adjacent to each other, and just as wYMWNKX
easily controlled two neighboring provinces, so did he exercise
complete control over all 127 provinces.

The Rema explains this npyonn and manages to justify each
view in light of the other. The actual distance between Hodu and
Cush may be a stone's throw away from each other, but because the
world is a globe -a round sphere -by moving in the opposite
direction, they are separated by the entire world, of which King
Achashverosh controlled most of.
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On one of his visits to Warsaw, Sir Moses Montefiore asked the
Gerrer Rebbe, The Chidushei Harim Z'"L, why the Polish
Chassidim do not teach their children the national language of their
country. "After all," claimed Sir Moses, "Don't we find that the p>7s
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Rashi makes an unusual comment on this Possuk and he says, "I
have not heard nor found an explanation for the pattern of these
garments. However, my heart tells me that it was patterned like the
apron which the noblewomen wear when they ride their horses."
These comments from Rashi are unusual indeed, for we don't find
anywhere else that Rashi will make use of the phrase, "I have not
heard nor found", or to say, "My heart tells me."

R' Yechiel Meir Lifshitz Z'"'L gives the following explanation:
The Sainted Rashi lived his entire life in sanctity and purity and
would never look beyond the confines of his own environment. It
happened, though, that Rashi's eyes once unwillingly strayed and
observed a procession of noblewomen riding on horses, wearing the
customary riding apron which reached their heels. Rashi pondered
for days upon this view and wondered why it was that he was meant
to see it.

When Rashi reached the nwna that deals with the N2 »1y2, he
came across a difficulty in how to describe, in clear and obvious
terms, the T9N. When he looked into the Xn»12, he could not find a




