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that nobody else was willing to undertake, was not done
because it was the letter of the law. Pinchos acted out of a
sense of righteous indignation - the very honor of Hashem,
Moshe Rabbeinu and Klal Yisroel were at stake, and smfne-
SERIES IN . p P L
ARG e ynD
"NYYN 924 MY - Selected Halachos of Shmittah (4)

Otzar Beis Din vs. Communism. Another concept to
understand Shmittah procedures is that of “Otzar Beis Din.”
This concept has already been in place in Eretz Yisroel this entire
year and will soon become part of our vocabulary when it comes
time to purchase the Arba Minim before Sukkos. “Otzar Beis
Din” is an arrangement described in the Tosefta 1). Fruit of trees
and vines grow by themselves and, apart from having Kedushas
Shvi’is (sanctity of the seventh year), they must be left ownerless
for all to take during Shmittah. This could result in a disorganized
harvesting, whereby each individual person will come and take
for himself, haphazardly, and not deriving the full potential from
what there is to take. This is fine according to halacha because it
is, after all, hefker for all. However, it is still not ideal.

The Solution. If they wish to do so, the local Beis Din can
organize an institution “By the people, for the people,” and set
it up in a true non-for-profit way. They would hire workers, even
the land-owner himself may be hired, and pay him basic wages
to pick the produce. Beis Din would then store the produce or
even process it (for example, grapes into wine) with these same
workers. They would then sell it at cost price - just enough to
cover labor and costs - with no profit going to anyone. The people
are not paying for the actual fruit but just for the cost involved in
getting it to them in an organized, professional manner. This is
being done in Eretz Yisroel at this very moment, and the prices
are indeed cheaper than in other years. Once Beis Din takes over a

R’ Aharon Bakst ZT”’L would say:

M5

thing had to be done! Where was this halacha - "2 yy»a yrop™?
Where was it found that the prince of Shimon must be killed? It
was written on the very heart of Pinchos - and when his heart
felt the urgency to act, his body responded to heed the call!
875w 150w T3 7ML ARNP
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field, they are permitted to guard the field since it is being guarded
for the benefit of the 7zibbur, by members of the Tzibbur.
In Earlier Times. We have explained the contemporary motive
for Otzar Beis Din. However, based on the Ramban (), it seems
that the original intention for doing this was for two other
reasons: First, there were certain land-owners who might not
withstand the trial of leaving all their fields ownerless and might
try do business secretly. With Otzar Beis Din, only the Rabbanim
of the Beis Din are in charge. The land-owners can get some
labor compensation, and they will not be able to hide things from
Beis Din representatives. Also, when the time for Biur (removing
all Shmittah produce from one’s house even if it was taken in a
valid way) comes (usually in the eighth year), whatever was
removed into Beis Din storage is not obligated in Biur.
Seems Like Communism. The set-up we just described, sounds
like the “Utopian Dream” of Communism, where each person
works the same and everyone is equal, there are no rich or poor
people. As we all know, Communism is a huge failure in world
history. It failed, and continues to fail, because the “Politburo”
(those in charge of making sure everyone else is equal) never
settles for being “equal” themselves; they are always much better
off. In the case of Orzar Beis Din, however, the Rabbanim and
Talmidei Chachamim handle things properly and never take any-
thing for themselves. Additionally, Otzar Beis Din only has to
work once in seven years, and not at all times. Thus, it is built to

work, as history and economic common sense have proven.
¥ NP 1207 (2) 'N PI9 WYY NNADIN (1)

1A% Yawn NN NN 29 - It is interesting to note that in the two instances where we find that Moshe required
clarification of the halacha from Hashem, there is a discrepancy. With regard to the ‘01 ©WIN' (impure people) who
wished to bring the Korban Pesach, Moshe told them, ‘Stand here and I will hear the command of Hashem about you.’
However, by the daughters of Tzelafchad who wished to inherit their father’s land, Moshe went straight to Hashem for a
response. Chazal teach us (2 p¥yP) that when two people argue in learning, even a master and disciple, they cannot
leave (ot 0»N) until they come to love one another. Moshe spoke to the impure men in matters of halacha but he felt it
would be inappropriate to do the same with the Bnos Tzelafchad. Thus, with their query, he went directly to Hashem.”

Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter ZT”L (Sfas Emes) would say:

“Each season of our year contains its unique emanations of kedusha - holiness; through the cycle of the year and
the time-periods we experience, we can seek to relive the great miracles and happenings of our history, and by
entering into their spirit, we draw from them strength and inspiration for the future.”

A Wise Man would say: Dedicated By Mr. and Mrs.
“The best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person.” Yisroel Safrin and Family
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Rabbi Shlomo Lorincz Z”’L, was an Israeli politician who served as a member of the Knesset for the Agudas Yisroel
party from 1951 until 1984. As a young man starting out his political career, he became a close confidant to some of the
generation’s most prominent Torah personalities. The Chazon Ish, R’ Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz ZT"’L, in particular,
held him in high regard for the Chazon Ish was a man who valued those individuals who undertook to serve the Torah
community. An incident at the outset of Rav Shlomo’s public career showed him just how valued he was.

In Elul of 5713 (1953), Rav Shlomo traveled to Bournemouth, England, to collect money for Chazon Yechezkel Youth
Village, which Zeirei Agudas Yisroel had just recently established. In those days, many wealthy and prominent individuals
would spend the Yamim Noraim at resort hotels in Southern England, and Rav Shlomo believed that he could raise a
significant sum of sorely needed funds if he remained in Bournemouth over Rosh Hashanah. Indeed, Rav Shlomo was
received cordially by many of the guests and prior to davening Maariv on the first night of Rosh Hashanah, he was invited
to speak in the shul of one of these hotels. Those gathered responded to his speech with generous pledges.

However, while he was talking, Rav Shlomo was looking around the room and could not help but notice that the
mechitzah (partition) in the makeshift synagogue was very questionable. He could not be sure if it even reached the
minimum standard for a proper separation between the men and the women’s gallery. Rather than daven with the
congregation, Rav Shlomo opted for the seclusion of his room in the hotel, where he prayed quietly but fervently.

At the conclusion of his prayers, Rav Shlomo realized that in addition to failing to daven with a minyan (m2>¥21 n>>an),
he also failed to say Kaddish for his father, whose yahrzeit fell out on the first night of Rosh Hashanah. Rav Shlomo was
disturbed at his oversight but there was nothing for him to do at that point. Thankfully, by the next morning, he had located
a more suitable minyan. However, somehow, perhaps because he had not recited Kaddish the night before, he again forgot
to recite it by the morning prayers. In fact, the entire yahrtzeit of his father passed without him reciting Kaddish once!

When it finally registered that he had somehow failed to recite Kaddish the entire day for his father, Rav Shlomo was
beside himself, totally overcome with remorse. He thought long and hard about how such a thing could have happened and
in the interim, he blamed his public activities, which had brought him to Bournemouth in the first place, for his terrible
oversight. In a despondent state, Rav Shlomo took his failure to say Kaddish for his father as a sign from Heaven that he
should renounce his position and abandon all of his public activities. His resolve on this point was firm.

Upon his return to Eretz Yisroel, Rav Shlomo went to the Chazon Ish to inform him of his decision to abandon public
affairs. The Chazon Ish listened patiently as Rav Shlomo explained his reasoning, insisting that it was the cause for his
failure to say Kaddish. He said he intended to return to the beis medrash from where he had been drafted for public service.

The Chazon Ish looked up and gazed at Rav Shlomo intently. Then he said, “Rav Shlomo, I do not accept what you
said. You know why? Because you did recite Kaddish!” Rav Shlomo assumed that he had misunderstood his words, and
once again repeated the story of what had happened in England. For emphasis, he added, “Rebbi, I did not say Kaddish.”

Of course, the Chazon Ish had heard him correctly the first time. “You are mistaken,” he said quickly. “You did recite
Kaddish. What do you think the purpose of reciting Kaddish on a parent’s yahrtzeit is for? When a son sanctifies the Name
of Hashem in public, he is causing pleasure and bringing honor to his parent’s soul. What could bring more pleasure to
your father than what you did - forgoing your own personal comfort to travel to a foreign country, where you davened
without a minyan on Rosh Hashanah - as part of a mission on behalf of the public? There is no greater Kaddish than that!”

Upon hearing those words from the Chazon Ish, Rav Shlomo’s intention to retire from public life dissolved entirely.

That retirement would not take place, as it turned out, for another thirty-three grs!
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Swi: In the interim between the First and Second World
Wars, the Polish government attempted to enact harsh
decrees against the Jewish people by forcing them to include
secular studies in all yeshivos. The Gedolim of that day rose
up to fight against the decree. In 1930, the Chofetz Chaim
ZT”L called an emergency meeting of leading Roshei
Yeshivah and Admorim, where he described the decree as
"My Sy 377" - one in which people must be willing to give
up their lives for. Immediately, there were whispers heard
around the large room. Everyone began wondering, what

was the source for the Chofetz Chaim’s words? Why was
this issue considered one of life and death?

Finally, one of the participants gathered up his courage
and turned to the Tzaddik himself. “Rebbe,” he spoke
gently to the nonagenarian (the Chofetz Chaim was already
in his nineties), “Everyone wishes to know - where is this
halacha found?” The Chofetz Chaim replied by opening
his outer garment, laying his right hand on his heart and
saying, “Duh shtayt dos!” (“It is written right here!”)

Swn3: The act of vengeance that Pinchos performed, an act

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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his parsha speaks about the nn 129 which took place twice daily; in the morning and in the afternoon. It is almost
identical to the parsha in Tetzaveh. Why is it repeated here? Rashi explains that in msn, the Torah is discussing the TN 2P
which took place on the day of nayan non, which was the first day this korban was ever offered. Here, however, it is being

said "m71Y" - for future generations. But still .... why the repetition? What is the difference between nawn nown and mmTo?
Chazal tell us (3 ) that if the Korban Tamid was unable to be brought in the morning, it is not permitted to be brought
in the afternoon, because the morning korban is "10y1" - it necessitates the afternoon korban. The Rambam further writes ">n)
(pmnn that this "1y was only the first time the Tamid was brought; after the first time, even if the morning Tamid was not
offered, the afternoon Tamid was still brought. Now, in Parshas Tetzaveh, the posuk states: "1NND w151 nN', with the "n"

N, while in Pinchos, the lashon is: "1 w250 nX". The word "1NX’ means one, but the word "1PNn" means the first.

So now we can understand Rashi. In mxn, when we are discussing the first korban ever brought on the new naw, the Torah
writes "TNND" and, as we mentioned, if this first korban was not brought in the morning, it could not be brought later in the
afternoon. But, here in Pinchos, the posuk is "mm715" - for future generations - not the first time, and thus, the Torah says "1NN"
- just one in the morning and one in the afternoon, and even if it wasn’t brought in the morning, it can still be brought later.

My machshava here is that this is an important lesson for all of us. When we do something for the first time, we should do
it right. It’s important to try hard to do things right the first time, in our own lives or regarding our children’s lives, and then
we will NN, reap the rewards "m 75" - for those future generations, and be zoche to much nachas in the future, 87> 9 yan!
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The posuk that clearly defines Pinchos’ reward for his
incredible act of Mesiras Nefesh and zealotry, omits the
deed for which he earned it, whereby he killed Zimri, the
prince of Shevet Shimon, as he was committing a hideous
act of debauchery in full public view. Since the reward for
his actual deed was reserved for the World to Come, it need
not be mentioned here. Rather, Pinchos received a reward
in this world for a number of other reasons, as stated in the
posuk: “(He) repelled My wrath from Bnei Yisroel by
exacting My vengeance among them, so that I did not
destroy Bnei Yisroel in My vengeance.”

The Biala Rebbe, R’ Benzion Rabinowitz Shlit’a cites
the Chovos HaLevavos that Pinchos was rewarded for his
pure intention to protect Hashem’s honor, as implied by the
words, “by exacting My vengeance.” However, according

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF ... 30 |
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to the Rambam, Pinchos was rewarded for his tremendous
act of "yPan> 0N y2" - protecting his fellow Jews and the
entire Nation of Israel from Hashem’s wrath, as implied in
the words, “so that I did not destroy Bnei Yisroel in My
vengeance.” The Rebbe cites one more opinion, that of his
father, the Chelkas Yehoshua, that Pinchos was rewarded
for his selfless commitment to the communal good, as
implied by the words, “by exacting My vengeance among
them.” Pinchos remained united in perfect harmony with
Brnei Yisroel and had no thoughts of his own grandeur while
performing his heroic feat. In return, Pinchos was granted
the Kehuna (priesthood) and an eternal covenant of peace.
Some commentators explain that this is a promise of
eternal life, since Pinchos is in fact Eliyahu HaNavi, who
ascended to Heaven in a chariot of fire and never died. May
he soon return to herald the era of peace, with the coming of
Moshiach Tzidkeinu, soon and in our days, Amen.
FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(zb-1a3) .. DTS D W TON

There is a fascinating correlation between the period of time we have just entered and the parsha we will read this

week. Parshas Pinchos, seemingly out of nowhere, speaks about the holiest days of the year, our glorious Yamim Tovim.
And yet, we find ourselves in this most dismal time-period known as "800 y2" - the “Three Weeks” leading up to Tisha
B’av. The Apta Rav ZT”L (Ohev Yisroel) points out that there are 21 days in this time-period which are directly
connected to the 21 days of rejoicing mentioned in the parsha: Shabbos, Yom Kippur and Rosh Chodesh is 3; Pesach has 7
days and Sukkos has 8; 2 days of Rosh Hashanah and one day of Shavuous. The sad days of the Three Weeks are in fact
rooted in the 21 days of happy rejoicing on the Chagim. The posuk (Tehillim 73) states as much: "IN 20 N" - The word
"IN" has the gematria of 21. "IN" means “only” - which teaches us that there is “only” goodness - “TOV” - for Klal Yisroel,
no matter if it is a time of mourning or a time to rejoice. Even sadness is rooted in joy. This is why Tisha B’av, which is the
zenith of the three weeks of sadness, will eventually turn into the greatest "Tym" - the most joyous holiday of all.

There is a tremendous message here that we must all take to heart. Often in our lives we encounter events, periods and even
personalities that color our world black. We think that these things are the cause of all our problems and without them our lives
would be wonderful. We don’t realize that the root of BAD is really GOOD! Chazal tell us that that the darkest clouds contain
the most rain. R’ Avigdor Miller ZT”’L expounds that it is only through the darkness that we see the light, and not necessarily
right away. But if we hold on tight and realize that all difficulties are opportunities and springboards for growth that would
have otherwise not been possible, we will then be zoche to experience the greatest goodness of the ultimate redemption.




