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Swn2: Rashi tells us: “Korach took himself off to one side
to separate himself from the congregation.” With the word
"np" the Torah is emphasizing Korach’s fatal error. Though
he was a wise person, and according to all calculations, he

believed he was correct, in fact what he did was wrong in
more ways than one. Yes, he spoke against Moshe’s
leadership, but for a "npa" like Korach, he unwisely wished
to take something on his own - and “alein nemt men nisht.”

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂw\ym.—b

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"wy1p P i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (88)
Preserving our Kedusha: Hugging Special Needs Children.
Last week, we mentioned a case that generated a great response,
as well as a request to quote sources in detail due to the relevance
of the topic. It involves “Special Needs” children, and more
specifically, those individuals who lovingly aid and assist these
children. As mentioned, with regard to acts that bring "mxn 777",
special-needs children are usually fully cognizant and aware,
and as a result, a female teen-aged aide must be careful with
boys nine-years-old and above, not to hug, kiss, etc. However,
since it is clear that these children need special encouragement
and motivation, some feel that a hug or affection from the
helpers will go a long way in these childrens’ development and
it is important to establish if Halacha permits it. The Shevet
Halevi (1) mentioned briefly last week, seems to address the

issue and the following is a basic translation of his feshuva.
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arouse the Yetzer Hara will help in healing the child.
Therefore, it seems to be prohibited according to Halacha.”
Clarification. Even though this case pertains to a fourteen-year
-old, there is no reason to believe that a nine-year-old should be
any different. Also, the case involved a step-mother who is an
VN NWK (married woman), however, even an unmarried lady or
gir] has these restrictions, especially since they are also Niddos.
Conclusion of the Teshuva. R’ Wosner finishes off as follows:
“There might be room to be lenient to caress him once in a while
in a healing manner, but not in an ongoing way.”” I believe that
this means that sometimes a child might get worked up, agitated
or nervous, and needs to be calmed down with a healing or
soothing touch, which might be permitted once in a while.
Additional Poskim. A world-renowned Posek in Brooklyn,
NY, and a person who often deals with these and similar issues,
including organizations in related fields, is Rabbi Dovid
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Teshuva of R’ Shmuel Wosner zt”]. This teshuvah is in
response to a query regarding a fourteen-year-old special-needs
step-son, if he may be kissed by his step-mother as certain
doctors believe it will benefit the child’s development. ‘It seems
to me that it is prohibited, especially on an ongoing basis ....
since hugging and kissing are real forms of closeness .... it is

Cohen shlit’a, Rav of Congregation Gvul Ya’avetz. This writer
spoke to Rabbi Cohen and he was of the opinion that all sorts
of the above activities are prohibited even for special-needs
children. This is also the opinion of Rabbi Tzvi Veber shlit’a
(Posek of N’vei Yaakov), as quoted in Guidelines-Yichud ().
See also the words of R’ Yaakov KaminetzKy zt”1 3) who
known that the desire for these things is more by special needs does not directly discuss this case, but there may be room to
children ... it is against the Torah to think that activities that infer from his words that it is prohibited.
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| R’ Chanoch Henach of Aleksander zt”1 (quoted in Vedibarta Bam) would say:

“ININD NYIAN 19 YIIN D DPY DI DIPMDIAD N INIW 557 - Why does the posuk use the expression '©095 oY which
literally means ‘they fled to their sounds’? It should have said ‘020 0Y - fled from their sounds’? When Yitzchok Avinu
blessed his son, Yaakov, he said, "y > o1 apy 5p D' According to the Gemara (3) pv»), Yitzchok was referring to
Yaakov’s power which is in the voice that prays, while Esav’s power is in his murderous hands. Whenever a prayer is
effective, a descendant of Yaakov must have been present, and whenever an army is victorious, Esav’s descendants must
have contributed. Upon seeing what was happening to Korach, the people were afraid that the earth would swallow them,
too. Thus, '©5p50) - ‘they ran to their voices’ - the voice of Yaakov - davening to Hashem to be spared such a fate.”

Chacham Rabbeinu Moshe Cordovero zt”’l (Pardes Rimonim) would say:

“INen NTYN NN D T7aN’ - In Kabbalistic terms, the Kohanim are the quality of T7on (kindness) whereas the Leviim are the
quality of y7 (strict justice). The purpose of the Leviim is 'n7w5' to serve and assist the Kohanim, as a means of combining
with the chessed and limiting the din. When Korach, who was a Levi, rebelled and wished to recreate the purpose of the
Leviim, he allowed the din to become overpowering. Thus, "5721' - he needed to be separated and swallowed into the earth.”

A Wise Man would say:
“Emotion will not drive you crazy. What will drive you crazy is the fear of emotion.”
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The Torah describes in vivid detail how Moshe reacted to the inflammatory words of Korach followed by Dasan and
Aviram, and their pathetic attempt to usurp power and rebel against the word of Hashem. “Moshe was exceedingly angry,
and he said to Hashem, ‘Do not accept their offering. I have not taken a donkey from a single one of them, and I have not
harmed a single one of them.’” Rashi explains that the words "nwn> 9nm" do not mean that he was angry, but that he was
very distressed at the current state of affairs. R’ Reuven Margolis zt”] (Sdei Margolis) emphasizes that Moshe Rabbeinu
was a "obvn’ - a complete and wholesome individual, whose righteousness and G-dliness was evident in everything he
did, and thus, when a situation arose that would normally cause another person to become enraged, Moshe would never
allow himself to fall to this level. Instead, he became “distressed” - that another Jew could stoop to such nonsense.

It was said about the great Slonimer Rebbe, R’ Sholom Noach Barzovsky zt”], author of “Nesivos Sholom,” that he
devoted his entire life to his yeshivah, his talmidim and his chassidim. “However,” he was always careful to add, “although
I give everything of myself, there is one thing that I will never sacrifice - and that is my middos. It is better that the
yeshivah would be ravaged and decimated, as long as the ‘Bein Adam Lachaveiro’ is not affected!”

The Nesivos Sholom did not just live this mentality for himself; he imparted a love of every fellow Jew to each and
every talmid, chasid and petitioner who came to see him. He would encourage his chassidim to look out for the welfare of
other yidden and always give them the benefit of the doubt, in every situation. On one occasion, a Slonimer chasid came to
the Rebbe to inform him of his upcoming daughter’s wedding. “Rebbe,” said the man, “in honor of the chasuna, I feel 1
should be mekabel (accept) a good deed upon myself on the day of the wedding. I am thinking that I should fast all day.”

R’ Sholom Noach patiently took his chasid’s hand and said, “Why must you fast? It will weaken you and not allow you
to enjoy this special day. You may even become ill as a result. No, if you want to be mekabel something upon yourself, do
this: work on the middah of bein adam lachaveiro, and specifically on the day of the wedding, do not allow yourself to
become upset at anyone who cannot or does not come to the wedding. This is a good middah to work on.”

The Rebbe smiled warmly at his chasid who immediately accepted upon himself this kabbalah. Unbeknownst to him, a
few weeks before the wedding, a major global event took place. The Gulf War broke out with an extensive aerial bombing
attack on January 17, 1991. The Gulf War, also known as Operation Desert Storm, was a campaign of coalition countries
led by the United States, in response to Iraq’s invasion and annexation of neighboring Kuwait. While Israel did not take
part in the war from a military standpoint, the country was bombarded with SCUD missiles from Iraq after Saddam
Hussein followed through on threats to target Israel if coalition forces invaded Iraq. The damage caused by the 39 Iraqi
Scud missiles that landed in Tel Aviv and Haifa was extensive. Approximately 3,300 apartments and other buildings were
affected in the greater Tel Aviv area. Beyond the direct cost of damage to property, the Israeli economy was severely hurt by
the inability of many Israelis to work or even venture outdoors under the emergency conditions. The economy functioned at
no more than 75 percent of normal capacity during the war, resulting in a net loss to the country of $3.2 billion.

Under these extreme circumstances, the wedding of the Slonimer chasid’s daughter took place. Of course, the wedding
took place during the day, under the constant threat of attack, with air-raid sirens going off at any time of day and night.
Not surprisingly, very few guests showed up to the wedding. Many of the family’s relatives didn’t even come, and
although at first, the chasid was disappointed at his many friends, relatives and Rabbanim whom he expected to partake in
his simcha, he clearly recalled the kabbalah he made at the behest of the Nesivos Sholom to not become agitated.

The chasid concluded, “In the days after the wedding, I received so many calls and excuses for why people did not come

to the wedding. B”H, I wasn’t upset in the slightest. But in all honesty,

X . . S ~ R %
easier than keeping this kabbalah! f’@.@ﬁﬂ ‘-"-\}:fec'y- 1 ﬂ?@j—b ?‘(@2@{

(N-12) 7133 12N 32 N 5(}: RP,H ANON 33 DaN En'n Bl

Swn: When he was a very young chil Nochum
Twerski zt”l of Chernobyl lost his mother. His father
remarried but his step-mother had little time and patience
for him and treated him harshly. On one occasion, young
Nochum came home from cheder to eat lunch but no one
was home. On the stove were fried eggs and the boy was
quite famished. Knowing the size of the portion his step-
mother would usually give him was not big, he took a
somewhat smaller portion for himself and ate alone.
Suddenly, his step-mother came home while he was
eating and became enraged. She walked over and slapped

I must confess: fasting would have been ten times
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the child. The boy was perplexed and in tears. “What have I

done?” he asked. “You were not home and I took less than
what you would normally have given me.”

She looked at him and said loudly, “Alein nemt men
nisht.” (You do not take by yourself)

R’ Nochum recalled this story years later and said, “This
episode taught me a lesson which remained with me
throughout my entire life. Whenever I have a question
regarding any issue, I go to the Maggid of Mezeritch for
his wisdom and advice. Why? Because regardless of what,
when and how I want it, ‘Alein nemt men nisht.”
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The Mishna in Avos describes a machlokes that is "omvw ovwD" as that of Hillel and Shamai, while one that is not "onw ow”
is like Korach and his followers. The famous question is asked: if the Mishna mentions Hillel and Shamai as the opposing
principles, then shouldn’t it say Korach and Moshe as well? The answer is that as far as Korach and his followers were
concerned, Moshe was non-existent. They were not seeking the truth; they were only interested in what pertained to them -
who amongst them would become the leader. A machlokes that is "Dw D", is where each side is willing to hear the other’s
opinion and change accordingly in order to achieve the truth, like 80w 12 and 550 13, who were not two “teams” trying to
defeat one another, but rather two Tzadikim who listened to each other and even changed their own opinions if they felt the
other was more correct. On the other hand, a machlokes "onw bwo Novw" is where no one is interested in any other opinion but
their own - even when they know they are wrong. Korach demonstrates this, even when he knew that "saN yynmm mnx nwn”.

By every chasuna, we give a beracha to the chosson and kallah that their zivug should be "n9* n>W". My machshava here is
that we can learn a lesson from the first Rashi in Parshas Korach, when he says: "nwam 99 % nwia” - “This parsha is
expounded well.” Just as we learn a beautiful lesson on how to value the opinion of another, it is so important in a marriage to
always listen to the opinion of the other spouse first and seek the truth, even if it means disregarding your own opinion.

R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”] always said that the key to a good marriage is that even when you disagree, you should
not be disagreeable! Furthermore, the amount of posukim in this parsha is 95 - the gematria of "n9" further reminding us of
the very important concept of shalom bayis and avoiding machlokes! The Satmar Rebbe zt”l adds that the 95th mirzvah in
the Torah is "0y MW WTPN D W' the mitzvah to build a vyN WTPN, a home in which the shechina will be happy to reside.
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they became disqualified from future service. The Leviim
were now chosen in place of the @01 - first-born sons, in

The Torah says that Moshe was commanded to take the
Leviim from among the children of Israel and purify them.
He would have a razor pass over their entire flesh, removing
their hair. Afterwards, all the Jewish people were to place
their hands on top of the Leviim, as a person would place his
hands on top of an animal before it is sacrificed (n>»D).
Aharon would then raise each Levi by his hands and feet,
waving them as a priest would raise and wave a sacrifice.

In a sense, the Leviim were “human sacrifices.” Hashem
accepted this korban - not to be brought on the altar - but
rather, this “sacrifice” was to be given to the kohanim as
assistance in performing the service in the Mishkan. But why?

R’ Simcha Bunim Berger shlit’a explains that since the
first-born of the Jewish people sinned with the Golden Calf,

order to atone for their sin. This was from the perspective of
the Jewish people. However, there was also a major benefit
from the perspective of the Leviim. What was that benefit?
This whole procedure might have made the Leviim feel as
if they were being treated more like objects than human
beings. Indeed, the Medrash explains that following this
process, Korach was seen on the street, with a totally shaved
head, beard, and entire body. The Medrash says that he was
humiliated. His ego could not allow himself to be treated this
way. In reality, this was the ultimate test of self-sacrifice. In
order for the Leviim to truly represent the Jewish people, they
had to be pure, and that purity came from WILLING to be
like a korban. For that, they had to sacrifice their ego. For
Korach who was unable to be humble this was his downfall.
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Let’s understand. What was Korach’s point? He told Moshe Rabbeinu, “The whole nation is holy, why do you think you

are better than everyone else?” Korach had, what we would call today, an “attitude.” I am equal to you - we are the same! All
Jews are special. Everyone in our kehilla is G-d fearing and keeps halacha! We don’t need a Rav or anyone else to tell us what
to do! We know how to learn and can look up a shaila in the Mishna Berura as good as anyone else! This is an “attitude” that
truly buries those that have it - as we see literally in Korach’s case. People want EVERYONE to be exactly the same, to be
treated equally. And yet, we know that the word for "m2¥" which means an entire group of people is comprised of three core
letters: "9""2""N". Some people are "Dp>18", some are "©A" and still others are "0yvY". In every community there are the great
and righteous people who are the leaders, the regular people who are followers, and the wicked people who are the
troublemakers! Even the ©yw" are necessary, as we learn from the Sefer Terumas Hakri, that just as the nvp (spices) were
made up of various spices, and one of them was the mM2a5n, an extremely bitter spice, obviously it was important. The ketores
would not be complete without it. In fact, the powerful smell of the m3a5n actually enhanced and strengthened the other spices!
Thus, we see that every single member of the N is important - and yet each person has a different mission. No two people
are alike and there is something to be gained from everyone, even the rasha. Sometimes an evil action can spur an entire
kehilla to improve or inspire the people to stand up for what is right. But what Korach failed to realize is that although everyone
is important and holy - not everyone is EQUAL! We need leaders, we need askanim, we need followers and we even need
wicked people! Who knows if Korach’s fate might have been different had he heeded this important message? Shouldn’t we?




