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The first three posukim of mitzvos in the parsha end with the same words
POPON M IR - "I am Hashem your G-d.” Could not all three have been
combined, with one closing phrase - "D2pOx 1 AN” - applied to all three?

Explains R' Avrohom Abele ZT"L of Vilna, the Torah wishes to
indicate that while there may be various levels of spirituality and Mitzva-
observance, no Jew could ever lose his personal relationship with G-d.
Hashem will always remain in contact with each and every person.

The highest level is the person who lives a life of Kedusha - holiness,
and he is warmly embraced by Hashem, who tells him, "I am Hashem your
G-d." However, even one who is at a lesser level and has not achieved pure
kedusha, yet he observes the fundamental mitzvos such as honoring one's
parents and keeping the Shabbos, to him Hashem still insists, "I am Hashem
your G-d.” And finally, even the person who has failed to perform even the
smallest of mitzvos, but willingly rejects Nt nMay - Idol worship, and
maintains a rudimentary belief in the One and only G-d, Hashem draws him
near and says, "I am Hashem your G-d." One should never consider himself
detached from G-d, because He never relinquishes His relationship with us.
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R' Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter ZT"L (Sefas Emes) would say:

"It is not easy to love your neighbor as yourself in the fullest sense. Thus,
right after this command, Hashem declares, "I am Hashem" - |, Hashem,
will help you fulfill this command if you sincerely wish to do so."

R' Naftali Amsterdam ZT"L would say:

"I have seen people looking for permission from 100 Rabbis to marry a
second wife, and this is only forbidden due to a decree of Rabbeinu
Gershom. Why don't people look to 100 Rabbis for permission to speak
Lashon Hara, as this is one of the severest, specific Torak prohibitions?"

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:
"Everythmg in thlS world can be duplicated, except the truth. For 1f one
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"Yes, don't you remember? Last week when I was here. Before I left, I
loaned you 50 rubles!" the secularist exclaimed.

"I borrowed 50 Rubles from you?" the Rov responded with indignation.

"But ... but the Rov promised to return the money to me today, and now
you are denying that you even borrowed the money!” the secularist cried
out in pain at the Rov's breach of faith and denial of the loan. '

"l borrowed 50 Rubles from you?" the Rov raised his voice in dismay.

The secularist was aghast. "Yes! How can you deny the good deed I
did, loaning you the money. Don't you remember we were talking about
the same old tune that has been used for the Torah reading for so many
years? You said perhaps you would give me an answer this week and then
you asked to borrow 50 rubles. And now you deny it?"

Just then, the Rov broke into a gentle grin, "I'm not denying anything.
The words I said were, 'l borrowed 50 Rubles from you.' I just changed the
tune of my statement! Remember, don't let anyone fool you, it's the tune
which gives the meaning to the words!"
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Hashem commands Moshe Rabbeinu to speak to his brother, Aharon,
and inform him that although he is the Kohen Gadol, he is still forbidden
to enter the holiest part of the sanctuary, the Kodesh Hakadoshim, at any
given time because, "In the cloud I appear upon the covering (of the
Aron).” Rashi explains, that Hashem's divine presence remains constantly
over the Aron and a human being is not permitted to frequent such a holy
area, lest he render himself immune to the tremendous aura of G-d-liness.

R' Meir Shapiro ZT"L offers another reflection: There are people
who are devout believers, however, in times of stress and hardship, show
weakness in their faith. To those weak-natured individuals, the Torah
offers a ray of hope. "Because in the cloud I appear upon the covering”

- Even during the hardest of times, when things seem bleak, one must
never give up hope. G-d is always there, within the cloud, waiting to bring
salvation. There are instances when total darkness descends upon the eaith
and there seems to be no hope for salvation. Every Jew must be trained
and prepared for those hard times which may strike at any time in his life.
But every cloud has its silver lining and Hashem appears from within the
cloud, to offer hope and revitalize that which was seemingly lost.
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A secular jew once came to a Rov and began to complain to about the
unchanging ways of the Traditional Jewry. "I don't understand. Why can't
you update the tune to which the Torah is chanted?" the secularist
objected. "How many years can you continue with the same old tune?
Especially today when so many new and beautiful musical tunes and
melodies are being brought into the world by new creative composers.”

The Rov was quiet for a moment. "I'll have to think about it. Maybe you
have a point. Perhaps next week, I'll be able to answer you, but for now
could you do me a big favor? I'm short of money and if you could loan me
50 rubles, I'll pay you back next week."

"Of course," the secularist never hesitated, honored that the Rov would
ask him for a loan. He reached into his purse, "Here, take this!" He handed
over the money. Thanking him warmly, the Rov bid him farewell.

The following, week, the secularist came to the Rov's home and sat
with him, chatting amicably in the parlor. As the time pressed on, the
secularist felt uncomfortable because the Rov had not offered to return him
the money that he had lent to him so willingly and with out a note. Finally,
as the secularist began to leave, he turned to the Rov and said: "Pardon me
for bringing this up, but did the Rov not promise to return today, the 50
rubles that he borrowed from me last week?" '

"I borrowed 50 rubles from you?” was the Rov's surprised reply.
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