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line of bright-eyed sons and daughters.

Sw13: The food we eat is meant to protect us and keep us
healthy. Both physically and spiritually. Unlike the rest of
the nations, we eat “kosher” because we have a greater
responsibility to keep ourselves pure and holy in the eyes of
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mankind, and the eyes of Hashem. He wants us to remain
pristine and He sends us messengers, hints. It is surely not by
chance when these things happen, not just random
encounters. As a perceptive young man once observed C-O-
I-N-C-I-D-E-N-C-E is an eleven-letter Name of Hashem.
4. S
19D Ry i
us (1) that washing hands is like immersing in a mikvah in a
“miniature’” way. As we know, a mikvah has the ability to:
1) Cleanse one from nNML.
2) Further sanctify one who is already pure (such as the Kohen
Gadol on Yom Kippur).
3) Make a food vessel fit for a Torah kitchen and table.
4) Change a person’s entity. (As a convert, who after preparing
properly, becomes Jewish when he emerges from the mikvah)
Similarly, washing one’s hands when it is a mitzvah can, in some
small way, accomplish the above.
The Power of Water. The Sefer HaChinuch @ provides us with
an insight into the unique power that water has in the above-
mentioned functions of a mikvah, which can then carry over in the
miniature function of washing one’s hands. This is a summary of
his words, with a little clarity added for understanding: The world
was created with water covering the whole planet. Then, Hashem
said, “Let the waters gather into one place and let dry land emerge
from the waters.” Just as the dry land emerged from the water, a
new and fresh entity, similarly a person who is under water (in a
situation that he cannot exist for more than a minute or two (3))
emerges new and fresh from the “waters on earth” of the mikvah.
He comes out as a somewhat new entity with the previous
undesirable effects washed away. So too, we must not
purification, as we find often in Gemara that certain impurities underestimate the power of the hand-washing water to purify and
will be removed from the hands by washing them. Chazal teach  sanctify us when we keep the halachos of washing properly.

e IOIR TIIT R
R’ Pesach Pruskin ZT”L (Rosh Yeshivah Kobrin) would say:

"1 995 117 DNN 9ONM N NN UN RSN - ‘The death of Tzaddikim are harsher before Hashem than the 98 rebukes
(Tochacha) and the destruction of the Temple.” (n>>x w1 70) When the Temple was destroyed, Hashem was able to take a
small measure of comfort in the fact that his righteous ones were still alive to learn, study and promulgate the Torah. But
when even the Tzaddikim are taken away, then it is even harsher for now He does not even have this small comfort.”

R’ Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT”’L (Alter from Kelm) would say:

“mun O O P - Chazal tell us: ‘One who drinks a Revi’is (3-3.5 0z) of wine should not render a halachic ruling.’
(.70 y2yy) Although we do not find that drinking such a small amount of alcohol can actually impair one’s ability to
think clearly, nevertheless, if the Torah and the Sages understood it this way, then it must be relevant. For example, if a
person leaves over a few crumbs from a loaf of bread, it’s no big deal. But if someone leaves behind a few ounces of
gold from a valuable artifact, you can be sure he’ll want it back. The laws of the Torah are more precious than all the
gold and silver in the world and one must be careful with the slightest law to make sure it does not go awry.”

Special Mazel Tov to Baruch]
& Shaindy Penn and Shloime)
& Chavie Katz on the
upcoming marriage of their
children, Baruch to Chana.

May they be zoche to build
Bayis Ne’eman B’Yisroel.

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"yt i i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (46)
Hand Washing: Introduction. The next set of halachos we
will discuss mW»Wmya in our ongoing series "VYTP T "
involve the many types of hand-washing that we do on a regular
basis. These washings may be for Tefillah, cleanliness, removing
different sorts of impurity and "nyn M" (negative spirit) from the
hands, or in order to eat bread and certain dipped foods. It is
important to have an appreciation for this common activity, its

halachos, and what it does for us and can do for us in the future.
Avodah in the Bais Hamikdash. In the times of the holy
Temple, the avodah that was performed there was always
prefaced by a kohen (or non-kohen doing certain avodah that he
was fit for) washing his hands (and feet) from the copper w2
(wash-basin). This is referred to as: "OD9xm oD wvWwop' -
sanctifying hands and feet. Some of the above-mentioned
washings are based in concept and halacha on this O wpp
o9 in the Bais Hamikdash because we also sanctify our
hands (representing our actions that are mainly done with our
hands), and our entire being with washing. This is not just a
removal of dirt or MM, because the Kohen Gadol who was
completely pure still washed his hands time after time on Yom
Kippur, as he went higher from avodah to avodah.

Purity of Washing. Some of the above washings are acts of
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A Wise Man would say:
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The Yalkut Shimoni writes: “Tzaddikim are in the habit of accepting Hashem’s treatment of them as justice ... Moshe
told Aharon, ‘Aharon, my brother, your sons died only for the sake of His holy Name.’ .... Aharon remained silent and was
rewarded for his silence. From here, they said, ‘Anyone who accepts (his decree) and is silent, it bodes well for him.’”

The following story was told over in a shmuess given by the legendary Maggid, R’ Yaakov Galinsky ZT”’L. The
famous French general, turned emperor, Napoleon Bonaparte, conquered large portions of the European continent. Then
he turned his sights on Russia. When the second campaign was launched, winter had already begun. As everyone knows,
Russian winters are brutal. Napoleon besieged one city, but was not successful in bringing it to its knees. After a week of
siege, and then a second, the city still did not succumb. Heavy snow fell, causing more trouble for him. One morning, one
of his generals came to him and said, “Your majesty, we cannot go on this way. We must either advance or leave the field.
Our soldiers, camped out in open fields, are freezing to death and beginning to rebel.”

Napoleon said, “I have already considered the situation, and here is what I have decided. You and I will take off our
army uniforms and disguise ourselves as simple peasants. We will slip into the enemy’s city and see what sort of
conditions prevail there. If we see that they are organized and they still have food, we will leave this place, as it is clear, we
cannot win. If not, we will know that they will soon fall into our hands, and this knowledge will encourage our soldiers.”

The next day, Napolean and his general, dressed as simple peasant farmers, set out on the side roads leading into the
city. They bypassed guards and sentries and eventually made their way into the center of the city, where they entered a
restaurant for a bite to eat. The establishment was jampacked with patrons of all sorts, including a garrison of Russian
soldiers. Napolean strained to hear their conversation at a nearby table. “What will become of us?”” he heard one soldier
say out loud, “The kitchen is bare. It’s a week since we’ve eaten bread. We’ll all die of hunger!”

A second soldier responded, “A week? I haven’t tasted fresh bread in almost a month!”

Hearing this, Napoleon was encouraged. Suddenly, he noticed one of the soldiers sitting in the restaurant looking at him
and telling his commanding officer, “I am absolutely certain. There is no doubt. That man sitting in the corner of the room
is the great Napoleon!” The two Frenchmen became nervous, as the commanding officer asked him how he could be so
sure. “I was once in a certain city when Napoleon held a military parade, and I saw him clearly. That is him. I am fairly
certain. If you don’t believe me, why not go over to him and ask to see his papers?”

Well, this complicated matters. Napoleon and his general were frightened. It seems they were caught - with no way out of
this predicament. But suddenly, the French general sitting opposite his commander roused himself and began to berate the
smaller man (Napolean was notoriously short) at the top of his voice: “What is taking you so long? Bring me some beer
already! How long must I wait? I gave you money. Did you decide to keep it all for yourself?”” The Frenchman made such a
scene that everyone in the establishment began to laugh raucously. Slapping the Russian soldier on his back, they told him,
“Ha! Is this the Napoleon you’re imagining? Apparently, your mind doesn’t function properly when it is starved!”

Instantly, the real Napoleon stood up and ran to fetch the beer. Along the way, he tripped and fell down. The French
general came over to him and slapped him. “I don't want to see your face around me! Now get out of here!” With the general
still beating Napoleon, the two showingly made their exit from the restaurant and ran for their lives. Not slowing to even look
back, they ran as fast as their legs could carry them until they arrived back in the forest, to the French army camp.

Upon their return to base, the general approached the emperor and said, “Your majesty, please forgive me for striking

and humiliating you.” But Napolean was incredulous. “Are you kidding? Have you any need to beg my forgiveness? You
saved my life! Had you not degraded and struck me, I would already be hanging from the gallows. I owe you a thank you!”
At times, we receive a few slaps from Hashem. But, says R’ Yankel, geir)éexposed to mortification and scorn, you never
| =]

know how much you have profited! ﬂ@ﬂﬁ ﬁgﬂﬂ Ry ) D
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Swmn: Having completed their army service, two Israelis, a
young man and woman, were hiking through the Scottish
Highlands. When they became hungry, they hitched a ride
with a passing truck. The gentile driver threw the door wide
open, and welcomed them into his truck. They drove
together, conversing pleasantly about their backgrounds.

Finally, they drew up outside a roadside eatery. The three
of them sat down together at a table and the driver ordered
bacon and eggs. When the waiter asked them for their
orders, they replied, “We’ll have the same.”

Later that day, they reached their destination. The two
hitchhikers thanked the truck driver, took their backpacks
and turned to leave. At the last minute, though, they saw
that he had something to say. “Pardon me,” he finally
blurted out, “But If I had a tradition going back three
thousand years I would be ashamed to eat what you two ate!”

The backpackers cut their tour short, booked a flight back
to Israel, and enrolled in yeshivos for late starters. When last
seen, the man had a broad smile and a long black beard; his
modestly-dressed wife at his side, accompanied by a long
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The Toras Kohanim and Targum Yonason both comment that before the initial inauguration of the Mishkan, Aharon
Hakohen and Brei Yisroel asked for forgiveness for their “beginning” sin and their “end” sin. The “beginning” refers to the
sin of the brothers when they dipped the coat of Yosef into the blood of a »yw (goat) while the “end” refers to the Egel
Hazahav (Golden Calf) which the Jews created with the assistance of Aharon. It seems easy to understand why they had to
ask for forgiveness for the idol-worshiping sin of the Egel before the Mishkan could be inaugurated and ready for
Hashraas HaShechina (Divine Presence). But why was it necessary to ask for forgiveness for selling Yosef right before the
inauguration of the Mishkan? After all, the Ribono shel Olam provided numerous miracles - Yetzias Mitzrayim, Krias Yam
Suf, Matan Torah - even without the benefit of Klal Yisroel bringing a Korban for this sin.

Let us understand: why did the brothers really sell Yosef? Because they couldn’t bear the thought that he was singled out
for special treatment and clothing, when they believed that they were just as special as him. They sold him because they
couldn’t “fargin” him, and they were jealous. Well, the same story was replaying itself in the desert. Hashem singled out one
family - Aharon Hakohen and his four sons - and gave them special clothing, bigdei Kehuna, and special laws that made them
spiritually holier than everyone else. Indeed, Korach started his machlokes by saying, “We are all just as holy - why are you
(Aharon) chosen above everyone else?”” Thus, now, right before Aharon and his sons were to inaugurate the Mishkan, it was
the proper time to ask for forgiveness for this hideous sin and recognize that every Jew is holy and serves his righful purpose.

DRUSH V'CHIDDUSH
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Why does the Torah “advertise” the fact that Moshe erred
in a matter of Jewish Law and became angry, only to be
corrected by his brother Aharon? The Torah avoids making
disparaging remarks even about animals, so why is Moshe
discredited here? Perhaps the Torah records the dispute
between Moshe and Aharon to indicate that both their

stances are correct, not just in principle, but in practice too.
The Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel
Schneerson ZT”’L explains: Moshe Rabbeinu embodied the
attribute of truth; Aharon Hakohen excelled in the quality of
peace. As a result, Moshe’s tendency was to perceive the true
identity of the world, how it is a perfect expression of the will
of Hashem, a reflection of its blueprint, the Torah. Aharon,
however, tended to perceive the world, as a place with
imperfections, limitations and obstacles that make serving
Hashem difficult. Thus, Aharon sought to make peace by
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gradually cajoling the world and its inhabitants towards
perfection. Moshe, on the other hand, could perceive how,
on a deeper level, that perfection was already there.

Because Aharon accepted the limitations of time, he
perceived a distinction between korbanos (offerings) that
were made in the present (Nyw >wp) and those that were
made in the future (Mmm7>wTP). Because he accepted there is
a difference between death and life, he understood that the
law is different for a mourner than it is for others.

But Moshe perceived an underlying truth that transcends
time, where life is eternal. So Moshe ruled that all the sin-
offerings must be eaten, regardless of whether they are
applicable right now or later too, or whether they were
carried out in a state of mourning or not. And even though
in this case Moshe acquiesced to Aharon, the Torah
nevertheless records his opinion too, because both
approaches - truth and peace - are valid from the Torah’s
point of view. (Sefer Hasichos)

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

As we pack up the last remnants of Pesach and store them away for next year, we are meant to stop and think: what have
we stored away in our hearts and minds to take with us from this fabulous holiday for the entire year? What can we do to “hang
on” a bit to this special feeling? So, we read Parshas Shemini and learn a great lesson about our rich Jewish heritage.

The parsha discusses the simanim that make an animal kosher. The two signs that make an animal befitting for Jewish
consumption are "N NYYN" - chewing it’s cud, and "N©19 ©M9N" - split hooves. These signs actually teach us a lot about
Judaism. The act of chewing one’s cud is the idea of going over the past. Taking what one previously received and
benefiting from it again and again. Split hooves, on the other hand, is a sign that reflects moving forward - when one sticks
his foot out. Yiddishkeit is a combination of the two. The Torah was given to us many generations ago and all the mitzvos
were written in stone. Literally! Each commandment is an expression of Hashem’s will that can never be changed. It is
studied and learned, and studied again and again, each time revealing a deeper and more profound Divine wisdom. This is
the heritage that we “pass-over” from generation to generation. At the very same time, we must always continue moving
forward, advancing with the times and applying Torah ideology to modern situations. As the world progresses with
technological advances, the words of Torah must be applied and utilized daily to achieve the maximum in this world we
live in. We surely must be cautious that no negative influence affects our lifestyle, but we must take all the positive powers
of the world and allow the Torah to shine and affect the many assimilated Jews who need to come home. May we join the
kosher signs of “looking back” and “forging ahead” to pass our beautiful mesorah down to all future generations.




