
 wv hbt o,t o,hagu h,umn o,rnau(tk-cf)
 -vzc vz ohhuk, vbuntvu ,uumnv

   `,uumnk ,ufzk lhtv ,umg d"hr, ov ,uumn d"hr,v kfa (:cp c"j) e"vuzc t,h
ubk i,b tuvu othmnbv kf ,t thmnv v"ceva vbuntv thv uz vumn /wlhekt wv hfbtw
kf ouhe ,hkf,a 'e"vpxc od ,ucr rfzun vz rcs /vnhhek ubhkg vuhmu vru,v ,t
uz vumn vuv rcs ka u,hntka ;t kgu 'uz vumn ouhe hshk tuck tuv vru,v ,uumn
er hf 'uz vumnn vtmu, ot hf obht ,uumnv kf hf ',uumnv kf rtak htb,u vnsev
,tz kfc 'uh,uumn ohheku uhbpk sucgk tuv .pj okug truc aha ostv ihntna rjt

 /,uumnv kf rta ouhe rjt ot hf vrhvcu vfz vbuntk ,ufzk kufh ostv iht
    ,t dhvbnv okug truc ah hf vyuap vbuntc ihntvk ostv kg kyun vkhj,n ift

ubhagnc jhdanu okugvunmg kg kcek u,kufhc vhv, uz vyuap vbunt lu,n eru '
 ohheku 'ohna ,ufkn kugf,bhjc ot hf obht ,uumnv ukt lt /vru,v hypan k

ubhtu 'u,buntc uchhj, rat vdav ouak ostv vfz tk ihhsg hf 't,,ks t,urg,t
tuv vzv okugv hf 'uh,uctn kche rat vbuntv smn ot hf ,"hav ,uumn ,t ohhen
kg kcek ostv kg kyun kfk vkhj,u 'uc adrun lrc,h u,ueukt ihtu 'r,xvv okug
hgmntu vkj,v ot hf ubht uz vbunt lt 'vyuap vbunt lu,n ohna ,ufkn kug unmg
ukt jfn hf ',uumn d"hr,v ouhe jfn tuv vzu 'hnmgv u,dav jfn vbuntk ,ufzk
/,"hav ,uthmnc r,uhu r,uh rhfvk vfzh osh kgu 'vbuhkg vause uhkg lhanh ,uumnv

gca vpub,v rnug ,t ofthcv ouhn ,cav ,rjnn ofk o,rpxu
 vbhhv, ,unhn, ,u,ca- (uy-df)wofk o,rpxuw ,khn ,buuf ruthc 

k   sg wjxpwn ,ubnk lhrma 'ubhhv ',cav ,rjnn ofk o,rpxu" 'wrunv rurmwc c,
'ihsv khj,n zta 'vkhkv ,khj,c tuva 'w,cav ,rjnnw ,ubnk khj,nu 'w,ugucaw
'vkhkc r,uhc ykuav rnugv hnh ka ihsv jf ,t yheavk hsf 'vkhkc u,uumn ifku

l,tbvk lk lkw unfu 'of,cuyk 'wofk o,rpxuw rnt ifku 'vrhpxv ,umn jfc wl,cuyku
/"rnugv hnhc ,ykuav vaev wihsv ,shnw ,t ughbf, lfca '(wt c"h ,hatrc h"ar)

c ukhtu       wwwweeeevvvv    oooohhhhhhhhjjjjvvvv    rrrruuuuttttwwwwornut s"g 'wofk o,rpxuw urnutc znr 'znr lrscu" 'rthc
,tnuyu apbv htukj, ,ugmntcu ',ujukv ,bhjcc iv ktrah hbc og ,unab hf 'k"z
vzku 'uhv iubhrpbx ka ,ujukv hf 'k"z ubh,ucr urntu 'orut lhajhu ufkfk,h cugh,v
/"ofnmg ,t iubhrpbxf ohrhtn o,t vz ihbn ,ugmntca 'aurhp 'wofk o,rpxuw rnt

    c okut    ((((ttttzzzzkkkkggggcccc    ,,,,hhhhccccnnnn))))    wwwwaaaassssuuuueeee    hhhhrrrrnnnntttt    yyyyeeeekkkkwwwwoacgggg""""hhhhzzzz    wwwwttttzzzzkkkkggggccccnnnn    ssss""""hhhhrrrrvvvvnnnnwwwwvvvv    'vrthc 
hf 'ouan tuv"a 'w,caw oac itf jxp ka iuatrv cuy ouh ,thre ogy rcxv osevc
v"cev rntwa (/z"y vmhc) t,hts unfu 'wtkhgks t,urg,tw jufn thv w,cawv ,ause
ktrah ogk vb,hk vmur hbtu 'vna ,cau 'hzbd ,hcc hk ah vcuy vb,n 'ubhcr vank
og ka ihs ,hc aushew vfhrm tku w,hatrc hnh ,aan tnhheu tghcew thvu 'wufu

ukhtu 'vtuc hbpk unmg ausheu ruvhy tkk od vc ,ufzk rapt ifku 'wktrah,ause 
 

    hf 'ruchju curhe kg vrun u,ugnana wt,uumw iuakn wvumnw vch,v ,ugnan uvzu
'lrc,h u,uthmnc ish kg ahdrvk tuv vfuz hf 'ohekt ,crek ostv vfuz inuhe h"g
vc aha vbuntk tuv vfuz ',uasj ohbp whfbtw ,umn ,ugnan ukmt kcen ifa iuhfu

hkcen ,uumnv ,rhna od lfn vtmu,fu ',uannvagb ',rjt ,ugnan ukmt o
'r,uh adrun vtrhv lf r,uh vrhvc vbuntva kff hf wv rcsk r,uhc srj tuv
'vcvt hshk od ostv ,t thc, rat thv vtrhvu 'tyjv in r,uhc tuv ejr,nu
ostv ,t ohfzn ,uumnv 'vkhkj rzuj lfu 'sutn w,h uh,uumnc tuv .upjh z"hgu
'hgcsf r,uhu r,uh ,"hav ,uumn ,t ohhek u,ut vfzn vbuntvu 'vrhvc vbuntc
o,hagu h,umn ,t o,rnauw urntc cu,fv iuuf,b vzk hf raptu /unhjru ukhjsc
vrh,h vrfvku vdavk ufz, inuheku ,uumnv ,rhnak ufz,a h"g hf wwv hbt o,ut

/runtf ,rjt ,ugnan ofkmt kce, wlhekt wv hfbtw ,uumnu woav hbtw hf 
 ohbaca 'hpruj hnhn sug hsng rufz    kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    hhhhrrrruuuunnnn    hhhhcccctttt    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvvaaaauruchjc exg 

iufbk vtr 'rusv hbck rpxv .ujb vnf sg ugshcu wijkuav hbsgnw gsubv
,t czg sgunu dj ory ogp kfc lt /rehv ubnzn vcrv lf lrumk ahsevk
asuj /dj u,utk ohgdubv ,ufkvv sunhkk ohnhv ,t ahsevu 'vz uruchjc ueuxhg
ohrup osue sugu /hra, hsgunu hdj ka ,ufkvv sunhkk asue ukuf kf vhv kukt
tku /ohcurnv jxpv ,ufkvc khj,v rcf vhrjtk shnu ohrup ,ufkvc exg rcf
iezf ,ufkvv uktc vhv hec rcfa ;t kgu /ohdjv hrjt sg uruchjk vbp,v
rrugk hsf ',uumnv ukt ouhe ory usunk, kg ruzjk iufbk vtr ,tz kfc 'khdru

/,ufkvv hyrp kfk iurfhzv ,t
og ka ihs ,hc aushew vfhrm thv hrva 'wt,,ks t,urg,tw jufn thv y"uh

/vtuc hbpk unmg ausheu ruvhy tkk vc ,ufzk rapt ht ifku 'wktrah
vtnuy hrga y"nc ohguea ktrah hbc uhv wohrmn ,thmhw ,gac 'vbvu    
vause ,davu ,hbjur ,unnur,vk ohhutr uhv tku 'ohcuy ohagnn wohnurgwu
'unmgcu usucfc v"cev ohfknv hfkn lkn ovhkg vkdb okut 'oan othmuha
ru,cu wtkhgks t,urg,tw jufn r,uhc oasheu onhrva hsh kg oan othmuvu
dj ka iuatrv cuy ouhw 'ztnu /rtc,bfu ,cav ,ause ,dav hcdk unfu 'wvb,nw
v,unnur,vk ohfuza w,cawk vnus 'ohrmnn ubh,thmhu wubh,urhj inz 'jxpv

/w,caw vtrek rapt rhpau 'wvb,nw ru,cu wtkhgks t,urg,tw jufn v,auseu
    ru,cu wtkhgks t,urg,tw jufna uz vauseu ,unnur,v rehg 'vz ouh rjt 'okut

djc asjn vc ,ufzk hsuvhv ,t rrugna oaur er rtab vbnnu ',ek,xn wvb,nw
vc ,ufzk uk raptnu wrnugv ,rhpxw hnhc unmg ,t asehu rvyha h"g ,ugucav
thv lfcu 'vkcenv kmt ,rtabv wvb,nwc uk vb,hba hbpn od ,ukec asjn
rvyk hsf) o,rpxuw cu,fv ,buuf ,t rtck ah v,gnu /wukaw vhv,u ukmt rtah,
vgpauva vauseu ,unnur,vv rehgc asjn ufz, ,ukec lfcu ofnmg ,t aseku
'vek,xvu wvb,nw ru,cu wtkhgks t,urg,tw jufn jxpv dj ka iuatrv y"uhc
y"uhw 'w,cav ,rjnn (uz ausheu ruvhy 'wvrhpxwa iuhf) ofk(a vhv,u ofkmt rtah,u

bv wjxpv dj ka iuatrvjufn vauseu ,unnur,v uc ,gpauna ouan w,caw tre
/"vkcenv kmt ,rtab vb,n hrvu 'w,cawc unf wvb,nw ru,cu wtkhgks t,urg,tw

Pele Yoetz, Rabbeinu Eliezer Papo zt”l (Chessed L’alafim) would say:

     “wrz ahtk vhv, hf ivf ,cuw - The Gemara (Pesachim 49a) asks: we learn that a Yisroel who marries a Bas Kohen, will

not see good fortune (cuy kzn). On the other hand, we also learn that if a person wishes to become wealthy, he should

marry a Kohenes. The Gemara justifies that one is referring to a Torah scholar and the other refers to an Am Ha’aretz. I

have heard that it goes even deeper. Since she is from a holy family of Kohanim, she requires more respect than a

typical woman. If one marries a Kohenes and is very careful to honor her properly, he will become wealthy and wise.” 
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,nab hukhgk ase,b
k"z ihhke vsuvh rhtn r"c hcm ohhj crv

v"cmb, * rhht d"f g"ckb

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk nply : The Torah commands us to acknowledge the sanctity

of Kohanim by showing them respect and giving them

preferential treatment, since they are the ones who are

entrusted to perform the sacred Avodah in the Mishkan and

Bais HaMikdash. Even when a kohen is unfit to do his priestly

    A SERIES IN HALACHA
   LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (75)
Torah Study vs. Other Obligations: Introduction. Many
times, situations (one-time or ongoing) arise where a choice
must be made to learn Torah or do another activity which
could/should be done. Sometimes this clash will occur during a
person’s only time of the day to learn, and sometimes it clashes
with additional times of learning. These situations may include:

Mitzvos Bein Adam L’Makom, such as stopping one’s
learning in order to answer Amen, Yehei Shmei Raba or
Kedusha. This can occur by an individual learning, or with a
chavrusa, or even with a whole shiur.
Mitzvos Bein Adam L’Chaveiro, such as Kibbud Av V’em,
taking care of guests, chessed, participating in a wedding or
funeral, etc. (Sometimes it might be both together such as
stopping to learn to help nine other Jews make a minyan.)
Hiddur Mitzvah, such as spending hours upon hours
searching for a beautiful Lulav and Esrog, when a regular
kosher one is readily available.
Social Obligations, such as attending a Bar Mitzvah or other
such simcha, of the son of a friend.
Activities that Boost Ahavas and Yiras Hashem, such as
an inspiring Kumzitz, etc.
Tzorchei Tzibbur, such as attending to communal needs.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

duties and another person is more capable, nevertheless, the

kohen is still honored due to his ancestral roots. Many

people are unaware of the stringency of this halacha and

may come to violate a serious prohibition. It would be wise

to practice this necessary honor in our day-to-day activities. 

   `"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

Kavod HaTorah, such as organizing a Kabbolas Panim for
a special Rov or Talmid Chacham that is visiting the city.

Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Performance. To understand the
general guidelines for the above situations, we need to first clarify a
number of points. For example, is Talmud Torah bigger than
Kiyum HaMitzvos or not, and does that decide which one
prevails? There are numerous statements in Mishna and Gemara

which seem to indicate that Talmud Torah is greater. These
include the t,hhrc we recite daily: "okuf sdbf vru, sunk,u" (1).
Also, the Gemara tells us (2) that Torah study is greater than
saving lives (,uapb ,kmvn r,uh) and building the Bais HaMikdash.
On the other hand, the Mishna in Avos (3) states: rehgv arsnv tk"
"vagnv tkt - “Studying is not the main point, but rather action.”

Furthermore, the Gemara (4) as explained by Rashi, states that
fulfilling mitzvos is greater than learning (sunhkn ;hsg vagn). 
     There are differing opinions in the Rishonim as to how to
reconcile the above contradictory statements Tosfos (5) quotes a
few opinions as to which is truly greater. However,
notwithstanding, these do not automatically decide which one
prevails when they clash. To illustrate this, the Taz (6) writes that
even though one must stop learning to go and save a life, had the
opportunity (to save a life) not come to him, his merit (of Torah

learning) would have been greater. (To be continued)

7)

R’ Pinchos Koritzer zt”l (Imrei Pinchos) would say:

     “wosgunc o,t utre, rat ase htren wv hsgun vktw - I heard in the name of Rav Mendel M’Premishlan zt”l, that

although in Eretz Yisroel, there is no Yom Tov Sheni (they only keep one day), in Chutz L’aretz, the main focus of any Yom

Tov is the second day (,uhkd ka hba y"uh). The reason is because the Divine illumination which descends on Yom Tov and

provides its innate holiness, first goes to the Holy Land and only reaches the Diaspora on the second day of Yom Tov. (For

this reason, mitzvos that cannot be done on Shabbos [Shofar, Lulav] can never be missed out on Yom Tov Sheni.)”

A Wise Person would say:

     “When one door of happiness closes, you can sure that another opens. However, we often continue to look back

at the closed door for such a long time that we do not notice the one that has just been opened for us.”                             



     This week is the midda of HOD. Hod means splendor. Splendor is a special shine that illuminates a person’s life. Hod
comes from “Hodaya” which means appreciation. A Korban Toda was brought by someone who had survived a life
threatening situation - "ohhj" - "j" for Choleh (sickness), "h" for Yam (sea), "h" for Yissurim (jail), and "n" for midbar (desert) -
and overcome with gratitude and appreciation to Hashem, he brings a Korban Toda. Can one bring a Korban Toda for other
things? The Har Tzvi deduces from the Gemara (Kiddushin 55b) that it is surely permissible to bring this korban voluntarily.
     R’ Avraham Pam zt”l once spoke at a kiddush, which people often sponsor when they want to thank Hashem for a simcha,
and remarked how the kiddush takes the place of a Korban Toda. He went even further and said that people often thank
Hashem only when they are saved from danger. This is wrong. A person should make a kiddush “Stam Azoiy” - for no other
reason than because he woke up this morning! A person can and should bring a Korban Toda every minute of his life! The fact
that we can move, see, walk, breathe, talk, etc. are no less miraculous then coming through the desert or the ocean! The fact that
a miracle happens all the time does not make it any less miraculous. We get used to it and this causes us to forget to appreciate
it. The key to real happiness in life is to truly appreciate what we have. The key to misery is to take everything for granted.
We can go through the motions of life and do what must be done but if we want to truly shine with HOD, then we must
open our eyes and thank Hashem at every possible opportunity for all the miraculous chassadim that he does for us. 
     Make sure to bring a Korban Toda every day. How? Try this: Close your eyes, take a deep breath, think about the
miracles you take for granted and say from the depths of your heart, “THANK YOU HASHEM.”
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    Picture this scenario: a stranger walks into shul and tells the gabbai he is a kohen and requests the first aliya? Can he be
given this aliya or must he show proof of his ancestry? The Mechaber (g"vt g"ua) rules that he must bring a witness to
establish that he is in fact a kohen. The Rema, however, writes that in times gone by and iy”H soon when Teruma will once
again be given to the kohen, one had a monetary incentive to mislead people in order to get Teruma. Thus, a witness was
required. These days, however, giving him the first aliya obviously will not lead someone to mistakenly give him Teruma.
    The true reason we honor a kohen with the first aliya is because of the mitzvah of "u,aseu" - which is an obligation to
honor a kohen in as many ways as possible. The question is, in the above scenario, why take a risk on a stranger who wants
am aliya, and not just choose a person whom we know for sure to be a true kohen? The reason, says the Chasam Sofer
zt”l, is because if we give the stranger the aliya and he turns out not to be a kohen, he will get punished in Shamayim, but
we will still get the schar for honoring a kohen. By honoring someone even if he is not on the caliber that we thought, we
don’t lose out - just as the gabbai gets the reward for honoring a kohen who isn’t actually a kohen.
     R’ Avraham Pam zt”l once remarked that sometimes people can hold a certain Talmid Chacham in higher regard than he
truly deserves. People might think he is a great scholar and righteous individual but deep in his heart he knows he is not as
learned or as righteous as others. Based on this Chasam Sofer, he can take comfort in knowing that he isn’t “tricking” people
or cheating them because they will get the reward for honoring a Talmid Chacham anyway! My machshava here is that
having known R’ Pam personally, it is very possible he was humbly referring to himself, since we know that he was an
extraordinary Talmid Chacham, however in his own mind, he never thought he was great. It is our obligation to honor
Talmidei Chachamim even if we don’t know their true status. In this zechus, may we merit all the berachos in the Torah.          

 ///ujcz, ofbmrk wvk vsu, jcz ujcz, hfu(yf-cf)

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Adapted from “Torah Talks”
A Targum Press Publication

 wudu ofasen wv hbt ktrah hbc lu,c h,asebu hase oa ,t ukkj, tku(ck-cf)
     A number of years ago, Rabbi Ezriel Tauber shlit’a gave a lecture on the Holocaust in New York city to a secular
audience. At the end of his talk, a young lady walked over and told him that she came from an assimilated family in Austria.
She explained that her father had been religious before the war, but as the sole survivor of his family, he became so bitter
against G-d that he went back to Vienna to raise an assimilated family. The woman had been fascinated to hear a positive
interpretation of the Holocaust and eventually she became a complete baalas teshuvah. Her father was devastated. “I ran
away from all that. Are you crazy to go back?” But she did go back and even made aliyah, settling in Jerusalem. 
     Some time later, Rabbi Tauber was invited to deliver a lecture in a hotel in Tiberias over Shabbos Chanukah. The very
same woman was there and she told him that her father was visiting from Vienna and she was spending some time with
him in Tiberias. Rabbi Tauber suggested that maybe if she brought her father that evening to his lecture, it might soften
him up a bit towards Judaism. She brought him to the packed lecture hall where Rabbi Tauber spoke eloquently. He drove
home the message that each and every Jew is an ambassador of Hashem and as a result, every Jew has the chance to
sanctify G-d’s Name. Hashem gave every Jew a pure neshama, a candle to light up the dark, and no one can replace the
light he will spread. The light that is not spread leaves a dark area in the world, which prevents Mashiach from coming. 
     Rabbi Tauber explained that there are two types of Kiddush Hashem. One is to die for Him and one is to live for Him. The
second is more difficult. He illustrated this idea with a true story. In Treblinka, one of the worst concentration camps, the
Germans eliminated more than 800,000 Jews in less than one year. But they were not satisfied in killing them alone. They
hung a paroches, the covering from an Aron Kodesh, at the entrance to the gas chambers inscribed with the words, “This is
G-d’s gate; the righteous shall pass through it.” These cynical Germans thought they could humiliate the Jews in the last
moments of their lives, hoping they would curse G-d before they died. The exact opposite happened. Even the assimilated
Jew, without understanding why, would sing, “Ashreinu mah tov chelkeinu” - How fortunate are we that we are being killed
as Jews. This drove the Germans crazy. Instead of humiliating the Jews, they lifted them up. 
     “This,” said Rabbi Tauber, “is called dying Al Kiddush Hashem. And if you are going to die, you might as well die
sanctifying His Name. The challenge is for those who survived Treblinka. Finding themselves alone in this world without
their family, those who walked with Hashem without complaints, who raised a family, made a new paroches that says, ‘This
is the gate of Hashem.’ In this generation, we are all Holocaust survivors. Every one of us is a victim of the gas chambers. We
are victims of the Western gas chambers. Spiritually we are being poisoned. Our brains do not function. We are addicted to
the stupidity of Western society. Those who live in the warmth of Yiddishkeit, are like those liberated from the camps. This is
the time to rebuild ourselves by becoming proud Jews. This is the reason Hashem made miracles for us, enabling us to survive!”
     When the lecture was over, this young lady ran over to Rabbi Tauber. She said that her father was in the audience and he
wanted to talk to him. A few moments later she escorted her father to the front. He walked with his head down, and when he
lifted his face up, Rabbi Tauber could see that his eyes were swollen with tears. He said in a Polish Yiddish, “I was in
Treblinka working at that gas chamber. I saw my family killed in front of my eyes. I saw the paroches which you spoke
about, and that made me an apikorus. I couldn’t forgive G-d for keeping me alive with all these horrific memories.” 
    Rabbi Tauber asked him whether he had found his answer tonight. Hadn’t he thought that he could get away with raising an
assimilated family? And look, one daughter was married to a gentile and the other, who had been non-religious, had come
back to Hashem. “Your daughter is the one who is making that new paroches with her own hands,” he told him. “This is the
Gate of Hashem. Can you run away from that?” Slowly but surely, the Yid from Vienna became a baal teshuvah.                       

   ase chren tuv lhekt ojk ,t hf u,aseu
 wudu ofasen wv hbt ause hf lk vhvh   (j-tf)

 //// vsgv kf uc undrh oudr ,nuh ,un wv oa ceubu(zy-sf)
    The Gemara (:c vkhdn) tells us that the rules pertaining to
the letters "lpmbn" (elongated final letters) were forgotten,
then recalled and reinstated. The Vilna Gaon zt”l adds that
"lpmbn" is a remez (allusion) to the five halachos that Moshe
Rabbeinu forgot (vnkg,b) in the desert and required Divine
intervention to get it right. "n" - "ohmg aauen" - the man who
chopped wood on Shabbos; "b" - "oa ceub" - the man who
cursed Hashem; "m" - "sjpkm" - daughters of Tzelafchad; "p"
- "hba jxp" - the people who brought the extra Korban
Pesach; "l" - "hczf" - who brazenly sinned and only Pinchos
recalled the halacha of "uc ihgdup ohtbe ,hnrt kguc".
     The Shinover Rav, R’ Yechezkel Halberstam zt”l

comments that in each individual situation, Hashem caused
Moshe Rabbeinu to forget the halacha in order to derive an  
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important lesson. It was specifically done through Moshe and
not anyone else since as leader and teacher of all Klal Yisroel,
it was appropriate that the lesson should come through him.
Why? Because Moshe, the most humble of all men, taught
the people about the Middas HaEmes, the attribute of
truthfulness. In these five instances, Moshe was made to
forget the true halacha and he was forced to admit that he
didn’t know. Thus, he turned to the Almighty for guidance.
    Similarly, we find on Rosh Chodesh Nissan, during the
inauguration of the Mishkan, it was Aharon Hakohen who
explained to Moshe the halacha regarding eating the Korban
Chatos. What was Moshe’s reply? Rashi tells us: “He was
not embarrassed to admit saying, ‘I had not heard (this din).’”
     Here too, we can learn how a Gadol B’Yisroel must show
his people the importance of Emes. If Moshe can admit that
he doesn’t know, shouldn’t we follow in his holy footsteps?

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

lyn: A kohen who was new to religious observance,
became engaged to a Giyores (convert). Although he was
told he may not marry such a woman, he adamantly insisted.
A concerned friend brought him to R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l

in the hopes that he could convince him to change his mind.
    R’ Moshe asked him, “How do you know you are a kohen?”
The man responded that his father had told him so before he
passed away. “And where is he buried?” asked R’ Moshe. 
     The man smiled sadly and said, “My father lived and died
in a small town in  Middle America. I was at his gravesite
which is in the first row near the road, and on the tombstone is
a picture of two hands forming the priestly benediction.”

     R’ Moshe nodded. “Tell me, does your father have any
other relatives buried there?” The man replied that his
father’s brother had died a few years earlier and was buried
there too, although not in the first row like his father.
     “What did your father do?” asked R’ Moshe. 
     “He was the Shamash in the local synagogue.”
     R’ Moshe shook his head. “How is it possible that your
uncle and father were both Kohanim but were not buried
together in the first row? It is because they really were not
Kohanim. Your father was the Shamash and he probably
took care of all the communal activities, including arranging
for a Pidyon Haben, so people mistook him for a kohen!”


