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Selection of some of the lesser known halachos
Jor this Shabbos Erev Pesach and Pesach.

Disposable Utensils. Many people use disposable utensils
this Shabbos so that no Chametz crumbs touch any Pesach
utensils. For washing before the meal and for the Kiddush
cup, one should preferably not use disposables. These two
mitzvos require a "»2" (proper utensil) and the Poskim ()
debate whether an item made to discard after one usage has
that status. Also, the honor of the mitzvah might obligate us
to use the nicest objects available. Even though those who
use these at shul kiddushim or while traveling have upon
whom to rely, at home he should avoid all doubts by using
proper permanent vessels. With minimal care one can keep
them away from crumbs by removing them from the table
right after Kiddush. Even if a crumb would touch a Pesach
Kiddush cup, it is a cold, dry, short-term contact. One can
take the cup to a utility room sink, rinse off the place of
contact with cold water and it’s perfectly Kosher for Pesach.

The Egg Matza Method. Ashkenazim have a strict custom
not to eat egg matzos all Pesach. Those who find it hard to
chew regular matza may use egg matzos except to fulfill the
mitzvah on the two Seder nights 2. The correct beracha for
egg matza is "Mmmn" yet if one uses it like bread as part of a
whole meal, it’s beracha becomes "NX¥N" and one can
fulfillthe mitzvah of the Shabbos meal withegg matza. Some

people would rather get rid of their “real” chametz by using
egg matzos for the meals on the assumption that using egg
matza to fulfill an obligatory meal elevates its status to the
level of bread 3). NOTE: Those who split the morning meal

to satisfy a minority opinion that one can fulfill the third
meal in the morning should not rely on egg matzos unless
they eat the first meal as a small obligatory meal and the
second one as a real filling meal @. That alone is also not so
simple because the second of the three meals is supposed to
be the most important meal. Also, others suggest that the egg
matzos are only elevated to the level of bread if they are
eaten together in the same bite as the courses of the meal .
Sleeping on Shabbos to be Rested at the Seder. One may
sleep on Shabbos to be rested for the Seder. However, one is
not allowed to say that he is doing it for that purpose ). If
one cannot get children to rest without stressing the purpose
there is whom to rely on to tell them so (N¥9:T nawn nnwy).
Tips for the Seder. Children must be in a happy, receptive
mood at the Seder. Make up that no matter what happens or
spills, only soft talk prevails. Care should be taken that there
are no winners or losers in stealing the Afikoman. Many take
care of this by promising to all relevant parties a present for
not taking the Afikoman and then effectively hiding it.

After the 4 questions and saying "»»n 0>712y" (the first
paragraph to answer), one should stop and explain that the
basic answer (with more details to follow) has just been
given. We eat Matza to remember the hurried exodus out of
Mitzrayim; Maror to remember the bitter life as servants; we
recline and dip like the free aristocrats we just became.

To avoid long delays the leader of the Seder or a family
group should measure and give out to all before washing for
the meal the amount to eat for Matzos Mitzvah. After the
berachos he gives each person a small piece of the top and
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n’n ”’HJ middle matza.

R’ Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT”L (Kedushas Levi) would say:
“When the Holy One Blessed be He took the Jewish People out of Egypt, they were overjoyed with the

miracles He did for them for it meant the end of their slavery and the promise of a new beginning, a new life.
And what of the coming redemption? It will bring with it so many miracles, so much happiness and
deliverance, even more so than what occurred during the original exodus, that we as a nation will regain that
overwhelming feeling of joy that we felt upon leaving the slavery of Egypt for freedom.”

R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT”’L (Noam Elimelech) would say:
“On Pesach, when we tell over the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim, the miracle comes to life once again. In this
way, we hope to awaken the same Divine mercy in our time, as was prevalent at the time when we left Egypt.”

A Wise and Free Man would say:
“This Pesach remember: Although we are now free from the physical chains of slavery, one must still be
wary. False freedom leaves a man free to do what he likes; true freedom - to do \Y:hat he must!”
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as he, does not utter frivolous or false statements. Woe is to you if I am forced to punish you for not only tricking
me into sinning against Allah, but also demeaning our religion, our scholars and our holy priests as well!”

R’ Yitzchok insisted. “Your eminence, give me some time and I can prove it.” The Sultan grudgingly gave
him three days to come up with an explanation, but with a warning that if he did not, he would be killed.

That night, while R’ Yitzchok slept, he saw Eliyohu Hanavi in his dream, who told him to return to the palace
the next day revealing to him what he must do and say to nullify the decree.

When R’ Yitzchok appeared before the Sultan the next day, he asked one question. “With all due respect to
the Grand Mufti, how does he know what pig fat is supposed to taste like? You and I both don’t know.”

The Sultan considered this for a moment. “Well, let us ask him, then,” he finally responded. Together, they
made their way to the Mufti’s private quarters where they were told that during certain periods of the day, no
one was allowed in to disturb the Mufti while he prayed and performed his sacred rituals.

The Sultan would have none of it. “I am the Sultan. Open the door now!” he uttered menacingly. The guard
did as he was told and the Sultan and R’ Yitzchok entered a large empty chamber. In the corner, hidden from
view, was a narrow hidden staircase which they quickly descended. What met their eyes was nothing short of
astonishing: A chapel filled with Christian religious artifacts filled every corner of the room, while genuflecting
on his knees in front of a large wooden cross was none other than the Grand Mufti! Not only did he eat swine,

but he was a practicing Christi

, who payed for his blasphemy by spending his day swinging from the gallows!
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©n: A villager once took seriously i
doctor was called, and after a full exami
wrote out a prescription. He he told the village
“Give your husband this prescription with water three
times a day until it is finished, and he will be cured.’

The family did as they were told. Every day, the simple
village wife tore a small piece off the prescription,
dissolved it in water and gave it to her husband to
drink. Needless to say, his condition did not improve.

The doctor was called again, but he was very
perplexed. “I know that this prescription works,” he
said. “I have prescribed it for this illness before.”

Finally he requested to see the prescription. “Perhaps
I made a mistake,” he thought. The villager's wife
explained, however, that she could not show him the

prescription because she had given it to her husband,
exactly as he had instructed.

“Fool,” he shouted at her. “Can a piece of paper

cure your husband’s illness? It’s not the paper that
makes the difference, but what’s written on the paper
that would have cured him.”
Yema: So it is with the Haggadah. It is not the book,
nor the simple act of reading the Haggadah which
illuminates a person’s soul. Rather, one must absorb
the contents of the story, incorporating into himself
the miraculous events. The mitzvah of Sippur Yetzias
Mitzrayim requires more than just reading the words.
One’s recitation of the Haggadah must also penetrate
the person’s heart, so that it may serve as the basis
for strengthening his faith in Hashem.
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W_?.‘J: Once a battered, and bloodied looking man
staggered into the Bais Din of R’ Shmuel Salant
ZT”L, in Jerusalem. With blood streaming down his
face he cried out, “Rebbe, look what Yankel did to
me. He is a wicked person! He must be punished!”

R’ Shmuel quickly turned to his shamash and told
him to go at once and find Yankel to see if he was
still alive. The shamash did as he was instructed, and
when he returned he related to everyone in
attendance that he had indeed found Yankel lying
half dead in the street outside and had needed to rush
him to the hospital in order to save his life.

“How did you know” they asked R’ Shmuel, “that

Yankel’s life was in danger? Are you a Navi?”
Answered the Rov, “If he himself did not come to

complain about the other man, then I figured that it

could only be because he was either dead or dying.”

“wna: The Baal Haggadah describes in "8oT 10" how

the seemingly defenseless cat was being bitten by the
dog. Yet the truth of the matter is that the cat is really
the instigator of all the trouble, not a victim at all. The
dog witnessed the cat biting the innocent kid; thus
even though the dog looks like an aggressor, he is
actually the righteous one. He who cries loudest is not
always the innocent party. It takes a discerning eye to
sort out truth from illusion and right from wrong.
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no more than three matzos per family. Each person gratefully accepted the Rebbe’s matzos, happy to be able
to perform the mitzvos of the upcoming Yom Tov.

When the son of the Seret-Vizhnitzer Rebbe, R’ Boruch Hager ZT”L reached his turn on the
distribution line, he made a strange request. “My father, the Rebbe, asks of his honor, to receive six matzos
for Yom Tov.” The Skulener Rebbe gently informed him that a system was set up whereby each family
received just enough for Yom Tov so that the limited quantity could supply the maximum number of people.
The young man, however, insisted that he had received specific instructions from his father not to settle for
anything less than six matzos. The distributors, including the Skulener Rebbe, were surprised at the
tenaciousness and assertiveness of the young man and his refusal to accept what everyone else was getting.
Finally, the Skulener Rebbe decided not to continue the argument and gave the man six matzos.

Erev Pesach late in the afternoon, the Rebbe finally finished handing out the last matza - literally, he had
given out every single matza, leaving himself and his son with nothing to fulfill the mifzvah on the night of
Pesach. But before they had a chance to mull over the issue and consider their options, a messenger arrived to
the home of the Skulener Rebbe to deliver a package. Upon opening it, the Rebbe found inside three whole
matzos. The messenger explained to the puzzled family members that the Seret-Vizhnitzer Rebbe had
purposely requested three additional matzos so that, on Erev Pesach, he could return two matzos to the
Skulener Rebbe.

R’ Boruch, the Seret-Vizhnitzer Rebbe, was indeed very intuitive. Understanding human nature and the
incredible Ahavas Yisroel (Love for his fellow Jew) of the Skulener Rebbe, he had realized that R’ Eliezer
Zusia would very likely hand out his entire stock of precious matzos till the very last one. He wanted to make
sure that both the Rebbe’s and his son’s family were provided with matza for Yom Tov If not for his foresight,
and his son’s persistence in carrying out his father’s request, both the Skulener Rebbe’s family and his son’s
family would have been deprived of even the barest minimum of matza for Pesach.

(V=27 M) 21 TEA YN BOMNDY NN NN AT IR BEY2 7D Man X R

Although they are extremely careful to perform every single mitzvah in its best possible manner,
“Briskers” are well known for their hyper-vigilance and ultra-cautiousness when it comes to the issue of
matzos on Pesach. This is deeply-rooted in their value system as far back as the forebearer of the Brisker
dynasty, R’ Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik ZT’L (Bais Halevi), of whom, it has been said, would not smile
the entire Yom Tov of Pesach, so fearful he was of committing the slightest infraction which would invalidate
his matzos and cause them to become chametz. Of course, he would bake his own matzos in a private matza
bakery that he was permitted to “take over” for a short time, but even so, over the course of the entire Yom
Tov, he never ate more than barest minimum of matza needed for the entire chag (kezaysim for the 2 sedorim,
Lechem Mishnah for all the Yom Tov meals).

One year, it happened that the Bais Halevi was unable to leave his hometown of Brisk due to serious
extenuating circumstances, in order to travel to the neighboring town to personally bake his own matzos. Left
with no choice, he appointed a shaliach (messenger) to go and bake the matzos for him. But who could the
Bais Halevi trust with such a massively important task? In fact, it was none other than his own son, the great
R’ Chaim Soloveitchik ZT”L, who willingly accepted upon himself the task of baking marzos with every
stringency and hiddur that his father would want. But even as R’ Chaim left to fulfill his mission, R’ Yosef
Dov was with him in spirit, trembling with fear and trepidation the entire time his son was gone, praying that
the matzos would be as complete and perfect as he would like them.

When R’ Chaim came back with the precious matzos in hand, his father eagerly rushed over to inspect
them and asked, “Nu, how are the matzos? Is everything okay with them?”

R’ Chaim took on a serious demeanor and answered, “Tatteh, what’s the difference? Since we know the
(Talmudic) rule of '@ YN TR TY' (The testimony of one witness is believed in cases of prohibitions),
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EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS I’ﬂﬁ’n’

FOCUSING ONMIDDOSTOVOS

H Aﬂj FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF 4

R GUTTMAN-YERUSHALAYIM

The effects of o8N TMaww - Egyptian slavery, are
felt each year on Pesach. The unbearable suffering of
our fellow Jews and the pain they endured is
remembered and analyzed on the Seder night. But
what about the cause? We know very well that
nothing happens in this world by chance. There is
Hashgacha Pratis governing all aspects of our lives.
The slavery was a heavenly decree that was declared
at the ©N2n P2 M2 between Hashem and Avrohom
Avinu. When Hashem promised Avrohom that a great
nation would come out from him, Avrohom asked,
"IN 2" - “How will I know (that this is true)?” The
slavery in Egypt was decreed due to this question.

The Chofetz Chaim ZT”L explains that although
Avrohom’s words were the cause of the Ty, they
were not the cause of the terrible suffering. True, it
was beyond our control that we would go down to
Egypt, but the slaughtering of 300 Jewish babies each
day was the result of something else! Rashi explains
(12 mnv) that Moshe Rabbeinu was very disturbed by
the amount of suffering the Jews had to endure and
wondered why they deserved such a terrible fate.
When he understood that Jews were speaking Lashon
Hara about one another, it was then that he realized
why they deserved such affliction.

How did Moshe know that Jews were speaking
Lashon Hara? After he killed the Egyptian, Moshe
saw two Jews fighting and told them to stop. One of
them said, “Are you going to kill me like you killed the
Mitzri?” Moshe was shocked and said, "27n y79 1ON"
- “Now it is known,” that I killed the Egyptian and
therefore I must run away. But on a deeper level he
meant “Now it is known” - now I finally understand

why there is so much suffering. If people know that I
killed the Egyptian, then people are talking about me.
And if people are talking about me, then they are
talking about others as well. If there is Lashon Hara
among the Jewish people, then I understand why they
deserve such a harsh punishment. We see that the
enslavement of Bnei Yisroel itself was a decree from
the time of Avrohom, but the extent of the suffering
was a direct result and punishment of Lashon Hara.

Pesach is unique from all the other Yomim Tovim
for it is when we utilize our mouths a great deal. Aside
from the “eating” mitzvos: Matza, Maror, Korach,
seudos, etc., on Pesach many mitzvos are performed
by using our mouth; Sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim, the
Haggadah," 1525 n1ym", areallreferencestospeech. The
Ariza”l writes that the name “Pesach” when split into
two words reads "n9" - a mouth, and "nNY" - to converse.
Since the letters "0" and "¥" are generally interchange-
able, we could read “Pesach” as "Ny n9" which means
a shiny (i.e., clean) mouth. As we are all so busy
cleaning our homes of chametz, wouldn’t we be wise
to look back at the cause of all our pain and make
equal, if not greater efforts to clean up our speech?

We are living in very special times. The decree of
Golus is something we cannot undo. However the
level of suffering we must endure is very much in our
control. Let us heed the message of "n© N9" and turn
our “speaking mouths” into a "n¥ N9" - a clean and
shiny vessel from which only kind words,
encouragement, Divrei Torah and praise and thanks to
Hashem emerges. In this merit may Hashem end all of
our sorrow and take us all N>w> Ty wn speedily and
in our times.
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During the Second World War, shortages in every area of every-day life was the norm, both for Jews and
non-Jews. People had to make do with what they had. One year before Pesach, however, the Skulener
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Rebbe, R’ Eliezer Zusia Portugal ZT”L, made tremendous efforts, investing time and money, to locate
extra supplies and amazingly was successful in obtaining several hundred kilograms of wheat for the
upcoming Pesach holiday. Forced out of his home and living in the city of Chernowitz, the Rebbe still managed
to set up a small matza bakery to supply the townspeople with matzos. The residents of Chernowitz were
thankful for his efforts and a mere two weeks before Pesach he began distributing them, limiting the allocation
to three matzos per family for Yom Tov, thereby allowing for the maximum number of people to benefit.

Jews from all around the city gathered daily, while the Rebbe and the members of his family distributed
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We find a correlation between the premature deaths
of Nadav and Avihu and one of the most integral
components of the Yom Tov of Pesach. Although
Nadav and Avihu never intended to sanctify Hashem's
Name by dying as they did, nevertheless, His Name
was sanctified when Bnei Yisroel witnessed His
judgment at work. And since Nadav and Avihu played
a role in this Kiddush Hashem, even unwittingly, it is
mentioned to their credit.

In the same vein, writes R’ Aharon Kotler ZT”L,
when the Jewish Nation was redeemed from Egyptian
slavery, traveling three days to the edge of the Sea and
eventually crossing through it in miraculous fashion,
Chazal tell us (» n5»n) that Hashem would not permit
the angels to sing a song of praise as the Egyptians
were drowning in the Yam Suf, whereas Bnei Yisroel
did sing. The reason is because angels can never grow
spiritually. Thus, when they praise Hashem, it is an
honor to G-d, but it has no effect on the angels’ own
spiritual condition. In contrast, when man praises
Hashem, man himself grows. Hashem did not want to
be honored for drowning the Egyptians, so He did not
allow the angels to sing. However, when Brei Yisroel
sang, they honored Hashem and, at the very same
time, grew spiritually by recognizing His great
powers. And the Egyptians themselves received
credit in Heaven for aiding in Bnei Yisroel's growth
because the Egyptians unwittingly played a role in that
growth, just as Nadav and Avihu unwittingly caused a
Kiddush Hashem. Since it was a benefit to the
Egyptians themselves, Bnei Yisroel could sing.
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The Medrash states that on the night of mm22 non,
the sun shone as if it were noon (mxn). The Rebbe, R’
Heschel of Krakow ZT”L gives us a brilliant
understanding. On the first day of creation, the posuk
tells us: "NDY X TYNDI DY NN OPON NI - “And
G-d called the light ‘day’ and the darkness He called

’

‘night’”(n-8) What’s interesting is that it does not say
“and the darkness G-d called night” because the
Name of Hashem is explicitly associated only with
light, symbolizing good, and not with darkness which
symbolizes evil. Hashem does not attach His Holy
Name to evil in any way - only with goodness.

If so, one might wonder why when the Torah
discusses the tenth and final plague on the Firstborn,
the posuk writes: (V3-2) "122 55 NON ‘M NON XN M
- “And it was midnight, and Hashem killed every
firstborn” - if it was in the middle of the night, in total
darkness, how could Hashem’s Name be mentioned in
the same posuk? From here, concludes R’ Heschel, the
Medrash gleans the extraordinary fact that on that
night, the sun shone in its full glory as if it were noon.

EN) TP TARwARNTE DA myshurnoTay

In the history of the world, there has never been a
greater example of a weak and captive people, being
rescued and redeemed in miraculous fashion from the
grip of a stronger and overly oppressive nation, than
the caseof Yerzias Mitzrayim. Rashi tells us (0-n> mnw)
that the Egyptians “locked down” their land to the point
that even a single stray servant was unable to slip away
undetected. The Egyptian sorcerers, the most powerful
in the entire world, even cast a spell around the borders
of Egypt, denying anyone the right to leave (XY 1aN)
- and here, well over a million men, women and
children just walked right out!

The Ben Ish Chai, Chacham Yosef Chaim ZT”L,
writes that this allusion is found in the word "D™xn" -
which begins with an open "n" and ends with a closed
"D" to symbolize that when Brei Yisroel came in to the
land, it was open to them. Later, however, when they
wanted to leave, it was closed off. Thus, the greatness
of Yetzias Mitzrayim is: "DINN SN NN NN -
“And I will take them out from there.” (n-+ mnv) The
word "D>nn" is a combination of "D TN" - from
within the closed off confines of Egypt, Hashem
redeemed His chosen nation amid miracles and wonders.
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and I declare that they are kosher, you are permitted to eat these matzos!”

The Bais Halevi nodded and accepted his son’s words and over the course of Yom Tov, he ate the matzos in
his usual way. But within minutes after Yom Tov had ended, he called his son, R’ Chaim, into his private
room. “Okay, Yom Tov is over. Now tell me what was the real story with the matzos, that you were forced to
issue such an unusual ruling about its kashrus?”’

R’ Chaim sighed, knowing that his father would not let it go. Then he said, “The story is like this. I went
and baked the matzos with every stringency, just as you demanded. On my way home, I took a late-night
train, and due to the exertion of the day, I felt a tremendous weariness come over me. I was afraid that I might
fall asleep right then and there. But what about the matzos? I couldn’t let them remain unguarded. So I took a
string and tied the box of matzos to my arm. This way, I felt secure that when I dozed off, the matzos would
remain ‘protected’ and if anyone should try to touch them, I would feel the tug and immediately wake up.” R’
Chaim concluded, “This way, I was able to guarantee that the matzos were truly kosher.”

But the Bais Halevi began trembling uncontrollably. His face had turned ashen white, and he intoned
solemnly, “Oy, oy! Had I known about this before Pesach, I would have never eaten the matzos!”
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As a close personal friend and permanent advisor to the Sultan in Constantinople, seat of power over the
entire Ottoman Empire, the holy Chacham, R’ Yitzchok Nunez ZT”L was a frequent, visitor to the palace.
The Sultan welcomed these visits to discuss matters of importance with his Jewish friend, but he became
perturbed when two whole weeks went by and his friend did not show up. The Sultan felt slighted and
annoyed. However, rather than send a servant to go and fetch R’ Yitzchok and bring him to the palace, one
evening the Sultan decided to drop in unannounced at the Nunez home and confront his friend.

Surrounded only by a small retinue of bodyguards, the Sultan knocked on the Nunez door. When R’ Yitzchok
answered it, he was speechless: why had the Sultan decided to grace him with his presence at this time? Of
course, he bade him come inside and when the Sultan saw the beautiful Seder table laden with holiday finery,
the costly silverware and goblets, and the entire family gathered around dressed in beautiful holiday clothing, he
understood that his friend had been busy for the past two weeks preparing for the Passover celebration. His
curiosity piqued, though, he asked to be told all about the Passover holiday and its meaning.

R’ Yitzchok did better. He prepared a seat of honor at the head of the Seder table and gave the Sultan a
golden goblet of wine. Then, he proceeded to conduct the Seder explaining everything in great detail for the
benefit of their Imperial guest. The Sultan enjoyed himself immensely, but when it came time to eat the matza,
he was most effusive with praise. “What is this? These crackers are the most delicious things I’ ve ever tasted!”
Even when the savory Yom Tov meal was served, the Sultan continued to eat matza after matza, and when the
Seder was over, he was delighted when R’ Yitzchok packed him up a box of matzos “for the road.”

The next day, the Sultan decided to “share” his wealth a bit and called in a few of his closest advisors. He told
them about the incredible crackers that he got the night before and even gave each one a piece to taste.

“Isn’t it marvelous?” he asked eagerly scanning their faces as they chewed. The advisors, though, did not
share his highness’ exuberance and although they said it was delicious, the Sultan could see on their faces that
they were just saying it to please him. He didn’t understand. When he had tasted it, it was delicously sweet and
pleasurable. They found it dry and brittle. Why did they not taste what he had tasted?

“You ate these crackers at the Jewish Seder, right?” asked the Muslim High Priest (Mufti). “Well then, its
obvious. The Jews are known to smear pig fat on their crackers on the night of Passover and that’s why it tasted
so different last night!” The assembled group gasped in horror. Pig fat is forbidden by Muslim law.

Enraged, the Sultan immediately sent for R’ Yitzchok and demanded an explanation how he could serve the
Sultan pig fat. R’ Yitzchok vehemently denied that he had done anything of the sort. “Why, your majesty, we
Jews are likewise forbidden from eating swine or pig fat. I would never do such a thing!”

But this only enraged the Sultan even more. “Are you saying that my holy Mufti is lying? A man of G-d such




