m7Y mESw BIAR 1 3 Sn R ey 57 s 3 1 anhR DRew ey BraR 1 piowy nhh

AW JOw — 1

1:15- 19w/ T Ay
6:32 - fwn or v myow
7:22 — 3™/ DMWY
7:44 — GRYEA ONH ) SRR

T N T 8 N

ATorah TavlinPublication
34 Mariner Way Monsey, NY'10952

ubL~abR”airEsY”
Shabbos Parshas Vayelech - Shabbos Shuva
October 4, 2008 - Y0¥ YN N

(Monsey, NY)

NV v vV VS
L LV VLY

~Navav~y

—

6:16 — W MY Y
9:14 — N/D0W NN 2t
9:50 — Nt /oW JINID Yot
10:48 — Rrpito / movepit Yot

Nroow Spp oibw 59m v
YRY 2 P72 M VHvR

(mpzmn 7€ PR

uanivkar iRy
YN M v 1o

WP YN 197, [N9NNN2 9215 ,H)HDA YYDV NN DX WY 1N]
NN XYY DAY IMN] MININ NIONYN |, THIPN XM WD
MINIY,DOMONT DNY MY, DYTP PRI YWINININ T, [TIN
LI MDY DINN NDNDY (N YYIN) HNIAY DD TIOWN DYDY
NOW TY N2IWN W 0 WNY DN DYPINI NI DNRY HID)
VITH,WON DN TP ROW P 97101 MINN DNIDNYN PN
DONNNIVEPI THRIVIVNY IVIN,MINNINNPINIVN
MUY HY DOINdYA ;N2 NIWA DIRNP NN D PIDON NN
DN NN NV DNAY N D NN XD NN NTIYY
12IVNIIWY, )N OM,(DNININ TR DN D ININ|ID)
NIV O NIWY” (T ,"2) NI 1P27D NIWN YW NI 1

VYNNI PIYNINIYND 29972 POYNNY DPIIN NP IIT NN, 1D
TIINANYNRYINT AN, NS NY NYN, 1IN OV

(VN NND) V"IN IVITY,INNDNL NIYIT,PIDAN INIY WMD)
TIYYT NN NN WIATIAD,"I'NO N PAY DI MIWY YN
NN RO INNN PITY 1Y PI12 N2IWNI 2IWD 0N, INSDNA
[DPNINNTNIN'N—IRYPNA'NIVITINN] OININ

9YTHN WITHI RIPNI."INORNI NWN 12T 1IN NYIN NOY
POV 7190, PRNI" TNV, INNYA JDDHY DN TIVDPY D"
NN NNDPINIY HII1IT2T 1T TIAD, YINWD DININN

(x=x5) ANHRTEITOON INA DT AR I RER M

NWHN "191 NN PYY KON ToM PR (X)) NDOININ W02 nmj

M”21 N2IN,NIVANI 12).NYIHL NI INIY IR NN NIVHY
TV PPIORTYINIY NIY IDINIINIWI NN

7"2PN ONY N (IR] INIY NIW) NIND 27T NNPIDI NIPN
NN AN PYTYYI W] PTN NTNY W) KOV TY NIWN WY
NOAPNNNVIY, TMPI'DR INILNI), 09NN DTN DINY
YTOPN [T DT NMY ONINNN KDY (DN NTHI MNP
VIPNY DN NI T2D PN NN HMNRYOY D] MYYD NN
[N2IVWND DIPN PR PTNNTNI99 5NV, D0DI8NY DN NI, WNYND
1931 ,09NX Y2PN) NIVN WY NN DTN TIY INY TY KON
NI WNTH,YITHI IYPINY M PSRN TY N2IINIPY NN
"R PYTYWI WY 1Y NMNIDNY IR, PRIIN DI N
APTNNTN) PPION"DINYNA, DR (DININNTN)

DN, DN NN, NINY TIVAINI NI "W WP 1)
NI NNIPOP RONPID TAYM XOT TY,PTN DTN, PN’ XD
[P TN NTNI-NPOPN KDY,DNPNINNTN-NINDN VNI P TYWI

12 IMNY TIN 129 HYN' NANIN I N [T TIN] TYNN
T2 TIDIMDY ,DNONN A2 TYINDY, TONY PNY PIAN NN
WP N NNX [91D2 1»1] ININKY YT TN DTN
NNMYRI NNINKD NN WY D YNYN DX NIN ,TOAPN NI NN

SPONSORED INHONOR OF THE BAR MITZVAH OF CHAIM BORUCHHAKOHEN SITTNER ). SPECIALMAZEL
TOVTOMR & MRSEPHRAIM SITTNER. MAY THEY SEEMUCHNACHAS FROM HIM AND THEIR ENTIRE FAMILY.
DEDICATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF SYLVIA L. KAUFMAN -0 4’53, B3R 13 119 - FORESTHILLS, N.Y.

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.
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wm: Some people run far and wide to come up with
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“segulos” and other means in which they hope to merit a
good year and forgiveness for their innumerable sins. But

what they forget is the basics: If they would just learn
Torah, daven daily with a minyan and conduct themselves
like Torah-Jews - thereis no greater “segulah” thatthat!

A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Halachos of Zmanim Relevant to Yom Kippur
Kaporos There is a custom that before Yom Kippur people
take a chicken and slaughter it as an omen that the chicken will
take the place of the person and any bad due to come onto the
person is somewhat transferred onto the chicken leaving the
man clean and innocent (1). The ideal time for the shechita is on
the early morning of Erev Yom Kippur before daybreak,
because that is a time of goodwill in Heaven and the Gates of
Mercy are wide open 2. Some do it right after daybreak. This is
all to catch the ideal moments, but one fulfills the custom with
all its benefits at any time during Aseres Yemai Teshuva (3).
The Mitzvah of Eating on Erev Yom Kippur There is a
mitzvah to eat on Erev Yom Kippur, either to prepare oneself
well to be able to fast and daven properly or to celebrate the
coming of Yom Kippur’s atonement. Most poskim hold that the
mitzvah starts in the morning. Some poskim hold that the
mitzvah starts the night before 4. Some people eat a small
snack or even their supper after nightfall, having in mind to start
fulfilling the mitzvah according to the minority opinion.
Mikva One should immerse in a mikva on Erev Yom Kippur to
add purity on this holiest of days. The best time to immerse is
after halachic midday (chatzos), or at least in the hour
proceeding it. If that is not practical for him, he can do it any
time earlier that day (5). If it comes within 2 minutes before
sunset and he has not yet immersed he can not do it any more
and certainly not on Yom Kippur itself.
Talis It is customary for all married men to wear a talis for Kol
Nidrei and Maariv on Yom Kippur night over their kittel

[seee “VERS TVTY 231

(MeY2T PR e,

(white prayer garment worn to show purity and be somewhat
like on angel on this most angelic day of the year). The beracha
on the falis must be made before sunset (Nypw) and before
accepting Yom Kippur which some do by saying noynan ).
Viduy The sages instituted a special viduy (confession) as we
enter Yom Kippur. Most poskim hold that we fulfill this with the
confession in the Maariv Shemona Esrai. The Ramban,
however, holds that the mitzvah is to confess after the final meal
right before sunset before we enter into Yom Kippur. It is
preferable to fulfill the Ramban’s opinion and say some viduy
(wowN) while standing right before sunset. One can also
accomplish this by saying the viduy portion of N>y n»an while
standing and before sunset (7).

Kol Nidrei Kol Nidrei should begin before sunset. Ladies who
said the beracha of "wninv" by candle-lighting should not say it
again in shul when the men say it after Kol Nidrei. This should
be announced or posted so ladies do not make this ironic
mistake of ushering in Yom Kippur with a beracha in vain.
Musaf Musaf on Yom Kippur, and the whole year, should start
before 1/2 hour after halachic midday or at least within the first
hour after midday. If one went past that time he can still start
Musaf and fulfill his obligation, but he is called “negligent.”
Neila The last tefilla of the day-Neila-should start before sunset.

WEEKLY CHIZUX & 88
Many gedolim have the custom that aside from the general teshuvah
that they do this time of year, they also accept upon themselves (bli
neder) to do one special action or chumra during that year and further.
This is a great way to start the new %/ear and everyone can find some
sortofimprovementthat they can fulfill for the coming year.
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R’ Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer ZT”’L (Ksav Sofer) would say:

“The Torah commands each person to write his own Torah scroll. Chazal teach: ‘Even if one’s parents left him a
Torah scroll, it is proper to write one for himself.” (2 77M0) In figurative terms, a person should not feel satisfied
with the Torah knowledge he has inherited from his forefathers, but rather should toil to seek new insights on his
own, so that they act as spiritual sustenance for his soul and he arrives in the World-to-Come with his own insights.”

R’ Simch Bunim of Pshischa ZT”L would say:

“Every single Jew has the capacity for doing Teshuvah. That is, everyone except for a person who lies. A liar is
someone who after telling untruths for so long comes to believe his own lies and does not even realize that what
he’s doing is wrong. As a result, a person who tells lies is doing himself a terrible injustice for he prevents himself
from Teshuvah. It is surely a sin to deceive others but it is pure ‘shtus’ (folly) to deceive oneself.”

R’ Yitzchok of Vorka ZT”’L would say:

“The Ten Days of Repentance are a ‘seller’s market’ for Teshuvah. During these days, any Teshuvah, regardless
of its quality, will be snapped up by Hashem. But we must be sure that we have ‘merchandise’ for sale!”
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Often we donotunderstand a particular sequence of events and how or why they’ ve unfolded in the manner in which
they did. Even more often, we think we do understand how and why certain things happen and later on we find out how
wrong we were. Thisis thedefinition of the middah of "©»59non" (lit. “concealing His face”) which Hashem employs to
test our bitachon in Him. In fact, we don’t have to understand all the time; but we do have to believe at all times!

In his later years, the great Gaon and posek, R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzensky ZT”’L, would visit the renowned health
springs and natural baths in Carlesbad, Germany, in order to benefit from the rejuvenating waters. As his health
deteriorated, he was required to travel more often. One time, his doctor decided that it was imperative that he go
immediately, even though it was during the holy month of Elul, and that he must remain there throughout the Yomim
Noraim. R’ Chaim Ozer was verydistressed by his doctors’ orders. Although he knew thathe should go, he nevertheless
wondered why Hashem had decreed that he spend these awesome days so far away from his beloved Vilna, where the
spirit of Elul was tangible and pervasive? The very thought of remaining far from home, in such an alien setting,
disturbed him greatly. Nonetheless, the doctors had ordered it, and sohe felt he had to go.

During his stay in Carlsbad, by Mincha of Shabbos Shuva, he noticed a man in shul who was obviously not from
around those parts. After davening, R’ Chaim Ozer went over tothe man and greeted him warmly. “Sholom Aleichem,”
said the Rov. “Funvannet kumpt ah yid? (Where are you from?)”

The unusual-looking man shook his hand. “Tama Jew from America,” he answered.

“America? Sowhatbrings you all the way here?” R’ Chaim Ozer asked smiling. The man explained that his brother in
Std. Petersburg had recently passed away leaving a young widow with small children. His friends had persuaded him
that rather than allow her to marry someone else and subject the children to an unknown stepfather, he himself should
marryhisbrother’s widow and raise his nieces and nephews. He had written his sister-in-law who was inclined to accept
thesuggestion, and theyhad agreed tomeet the following dayin Dancing toconclude plans for a forthcoming marriage.

R’ Chaim Ozer was horrified. “But if one’s brother’s widow already has children, the Torah explicitly forbids
marryingher,” hetold theman anxiously. The man looked at him for along momentand then shrugged noncommittally.
Seeing that the man was not persuaded, R’ Chaim Ozer continued, “If you think this is only a ‘9N - a stringency
concocted by the Chaye Adam, I'll show you a posuk in the Torah clearly prohibiting such a marriage.” With that he
took out a Chumash and showed the man exactly where it was forbidden and how grave the offense was.

But the American Jew was still not convinced. “Reb Yid,” he finally said toR’ Chaim Ozer, “I appreciate your concern
but I don’t know who you are and anyway I have made up my mind. [ have nointention to change my plans based on the
words of some stranger I just met in a shul in Germany.” The man turned to walk away and then with a smile, he turned
back and said, “Perhaps ifthe chief rabbi of Vilna himself would tell me that itis forbidden then I would listen tohim.”

Atthat point R’ Chaim Ozer exclaimed to the man, “But I am the chiefrabbi of Vilna!”

The man was stunned and after quickly verifying that he was speaking with the great Rov of Vilna, he began to take
the words seriously and a catastrophe was averted. “Only then,” R’ Chaim Ozer would saylater, “did Tunderstand whyI
had been required to spend the Yomim Noraim in Carlsbad.” To prevent an ordinary Jew from violating a Torah
prohibition, it was even worth it to afflict R’ Chaim Ozer with bad health so he would have to be in Carlsbad and to
subject himtothe despondencyhis absencefrom Vilna causedhim! _
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“wm: The Bais Medrash was packed totherafters. Oldand sitting and learning with his young son, Yehoshua Leib!
young were waiting for the Kol Nidrei prayers to begin.  Immediately, R’ Binyomin apologized. “T am terribly sorry
But the Rov, R’ Binyomin Diskin ZT”L, had not yet for the delay. You see, the Holy Day was approaching and
arrived. “What is keeping him?” people whispered toone when I was reviewing my actions of the past year, I could
another. The sun was setting, darkness was falling - and not recall even one Mitzvah that I had performed. How can a
the Rabbi was missing. “Run to the Rabbi’s house,” they man usher in this awesome day in such a manner? I decided
urged the Shamash, “andsee whatisdetaininghim.” to fulfill at least one Mitzvah before this time - 725 orw -

The Shamash hurried to the Rov’s house. When he entered,  And you shall teach to your children, hoping that in the merit
his eyebrows arched in surprise: R’ Binyomin was calmly of this Mitzvah, I might be judged favorably.”
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The Medrash writes that Hashem told Moshe: “When
I sent you to redeem the Jews from Egypt you refused,
saying "2 N X9V NN X2\ - ‘Behold, they will
not believe me and they will not heed my voice.’ (XR-11nv)
Therefore, I now decree that you will die with the word "\
- ‘Behold”” What was improper about Moshe’s remarks of
“Behold! They will not believe in me and they will not
heedmyvoice?” Was thisnot thetruth?

R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen ZT’L (Chofetz Chaim)
explains that Moshe’s sin was in using the word "yn" -
“Behold.” This is an expression of unequivocal certainty,
signifying that he was fully convinced that the Jewish
People would refuse to believe in him. For this he was
punished measure for measure. After Moshe repeatedly
pleaded with Hashemtorescind His decree forbiddinghim
to enter Eretz Yisroel, he was given a definite, final “No”
from Hashem. “No! You are soon going todie.” The same
word that Moshe had used in negating the spiritual
capabilities of Klal Yisroel was used to stifle his hope to be
allowedentranceintoEretzYisroel.

This Medrash teaches an important lesson: One cannot
give up on a Jew and say there is no hope for him. No
matter how far a person has fallen, it is always possible to
wipe away the stain of sin and become a Baal Teshuvah.
This is because there is an indestructible spark of holiness
deeply embedded in the soul of every Jew - the wondrous
thing we call the “Pintele Yid.” When that tiny spark is
ignited in the soul of a Jew through Torah, it will burstinto
ablazingfireofspiritual holiness. This willrapidlydestroy
the impurity of the person’s past and transform himinto a
Torah Jew, loyal to Hashem and His mitzvos.

The gemara (:2)n>0) states that in the future, Hashem
will show the yetzer hara (evil inclination) to the evildoers
and it will appear like a strand of hair (n9ywn vIND). They
will cry and wonder, “How is it that we were unable to
overcome so slightan obstacle?”

How are we to understand this? Certainly, the evil
inclination is a formidable foe. Is this “strand of hair” just
an optical illusion designed to torture the wicked? Surely,
this would be a grotesque violation of truth in a world of
pure,uncompromisedtruth.

R’ Eliyohu Dessler ZT”’L explains that the question
the wicked must answer is: “Why did you remain where
you were? What kept you from working on yourself? How
difficult would it have been for you to take those first steps
to self-improvement? Had you taken the first step, you
would certainly take one more step, then another, then
another. Who knows how far you might have traveled
spirituallyhad youbut taken that firstsimplestep!”

Indeed, how hard would it be for us to study Torah five
more minutes, tosay a blessing with proper concentration,
each and every day? Could we not restrain ourselves, at
least once, from speaking Lashon Hara, from saying
something we shouldn’t?We can doit without much effort.
Shall we allow a “strand of hair” to stand in our way?

And this is just the start. Chazal tell us: “One mitzva
drags another mitzvah.” Instead of the discouragement of
looking back on another year that began with such good
intentions but concluded without measurable progress, we
will have something concrete to show for our efforts. This
sense of accomplishment, this taste of success, will likely
motivateustotakeanother step, tomeetanother challenge.

HAW FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OIJF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHILOMO

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ﬁ’nﬂ
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Teshuvah means returning ourselves to our starting point. Examining our actions, reassessing our goals. What unique
attributes was I given when my neshama was created and am I fulfilling my purpose on this world? Teshuvah means
returning tothe awareness that Hashem is our King and we are put on this world to serve Him and sanctify His Name.

When Hashem created Adam Harishon, all the angels looked down from Heaven and said, "N1229N" - “Do not create
him.” They were afraid. Theysaw that Man’s potential is greater than theirs. In fact, the veryfirst words spoken by Adam
when Hashem blew into him his soul was "190'n" - “Hashem is the King.” Adam said it our of free choice, whereas
angels have no 0N - no choice at all, they do only what they were created to do. This is why we declare over and over
on Rosh Hashanah "190'n" - Hashem is the King - our King - to prove ourselves worthy of life, of being recreated,
because onlyhuman beings, with our own free will understand the true purpose of our existence.

Just as Hashem blew life into Adam Harishon on that first Rosh Hashanah of creation, so too, explains the Ramcha’l,
each and every neshama was created then and given its specific and unique purpose. Just as Man immediatelyrecognized
and declared that “Hashem is the King,” so too, must we work during this period of Teshuvah to subserviate ourselves to
Him. This is our goal. We must rededicate our lives to the service of Hashem - to return to Him with the singleminded
decision toutilize every gift and aspect of our lives, to serve Him. May we all be worthy of this lofty achievement.




