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| instead of a description of the festivals, there follows the prohibition
| against work on Shabbos. How can we explain the connection here?

| this problem. When it says #naxon nwyn om nww - Six days you may
| do work, it is referring to the six days of Yom Tov specified by the Torah
| of Rosh Hashanah and the first and last days of Sukkos.

| for on the above-mentioned six days of Yom Tov, you may perform labor
| that is related to cooking and the preparation of food. But there is one

| Mwyn N - The seventh day is Shabbos of solemn rest....you shall do no

| one is permitted to pour water on a soiled plastic tablecloth. However, if
| the plastic tablecloth has a trimming made of absorbent material, one
| must avoid wetting the trim. Likewise, if one's galoshes or leather shoes

| dirt. However, if there is stitching on the shoes, he must avoid wetting it.

| clean fabric. We follow the stringent view, thus, even a clean garment
- | should not be soaked in water or any other cleansing agent.
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The first Possuk contains an introduction to the Yomim Tovim, but

The Gaon, R' Eliyohu ZT"L of Vilna, offers an ingenious solution to

during which all labor related to the preparation of food is permitted.

They are: The first and last days of Pesach, one day of Shavuous, one day
Accordingly, the Torah allows that on "Six days you may do work" -

festival on which this kind of labor is expressly forbidden. That is Yom

Kippur - as is expressed by the words nonOn Y3...naw nav syavn opaw

work., on the seventh Yom Tov - Yom Kippur.
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One is prohibited from pouring water on a soiled linen tablecloth, but

are soiled, one is permitted to pour water on them in order to loosen the

Some Poskim rule that the issur of 1 - soaking applies even to

The prohibition of soaking a fabric does not apply to soaking in a dirty
liquid, since the fabric does not become any cleaner. For this reason, one
is permitted to dry his hands on a towel even though he thereby wets the
towel. Since one's hands generally have some dirt on them, the towel
becomes wet and dirty, rather than wet and clean. This is also the reason
that it is permitted to wipe dishes with a towel.
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as to how he and his many brethren in hiding, would be able to hear the

shofar blown on this holy day. Thinking long and hard, he came up with a |

brilliant plan. He announced publicly that on a certain date (which
happened to be the date of Rosh Hashanah) he would present a very
special concert, featuring various types of instrumental music, played by
various people. He also informed all his fellow Marranos to attend this
once in a lifetime event.

Of course the other Marranos took part in the concert and Don
Fernando allotted extra playing time for the "musician" who played the
ram's horn. All those present were delighted with the unusual and highly
original sounds emanating from this special horn, while Don Fernando
and his friends intently concentrated on the sounds of the Tekiah,
Shvarim and Teruah in order to fulfill this special Mitzvah. All this took
place under the very nose of the clergy and hierarchy of Spain, who were
unaware of what was really transpiring. All the emissaries of the Satan

were present. They all heard and they all saw, but they knew nothing - for |

the Satan was confused and confounded.
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Whether it is found on the Kohain performing the Korban, or in the
animal being offered, a D1 - a blemish, disqualifies the Korban.
According to the Rambam there are 140 types of blemishes which
disqualify the Kohain, while there are only 50 types which disqualify the
Korban itself. Thus, we see that the Torah is more particular about the
perfection of the one offering the sacrifice than about the sacrifice itself.

So too, today, writes R' Zalman Sorotzkin ZT"L, when we have
neither Korbonos, nor Kohanim who can offer them, we must be very
specific about the perfection of a person who is davening to Hashem. We
must be very careful regarding the five "blemishes" which can disqualify
a person from praying and prevent his prayers from being accepted. A
person who is davening to Hashem must: Make sure his hands are clean,
cover the parts of the body that are not to be exposed, pray in a clean area,
not be in need of bodily functions and concentrate on the words he says.

— |

and Rosh Hashanah was rapidly approaching. Don Fernando was worried
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Chazal teach us that one of the purposes for blowing the shofar on
Rosh Hashanah, is to confuse and confound the Satan, so that he will be
unable to prosecute the Jewish people during the day of judgement.

The story is told, that after the expulsion of the Jews from Spain,
many Jews chose to remain in the country of their birth, under the guise
of accepting the Christian religion. These Jews were known as Marranos
due to their forcible conversion. Being that they held places of high

| office in the government or having assembled great wealth in Spain, they

found it difficult to leave behind all that they had attained, to wander
great distances in fear of famine and the unknown. They therefore,
publicly converted to the other religion, but inwardly they remained loyal
to Yiddishkeit, secretly fulfilling all the Mitzvos and maintaining their
faith in Hashem.

One of these Marranos was Don Fernando Aguilar, who was the
conductor of the royal orchestra in Barcelona. The month of Elul arrived




