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S193: In our lives, there are moments of choice when we are
confronted on all sides with negative thoughts and
possibilities. Some thoughts are so powerful that they
overcome us and overwhelm us. Maybe we can learn from
the deer. The priority of the deer, in that given moment,,was

simply to give birth to a fawn. The rest was not in her hands
and any action or reaction that changed her focus would have
likely resulted in death or disaster. In the midst of any storm,
keep faith in the Creator. He will never disappoint you.

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂwy@%

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"B919 125 N Tmom’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (58)
Horo’ah: Asking a Sheilah. As we continue on the topic of
"7 0 vy, it is worthwhile to discuss a related concermn
regarding the proper way to ask a sheilah. There are a number of
halachos and suggestions that can help us do this correctly.

Ask Immediately. When one has a sheilah, it is important to
ask right away. There are a number of reasons for this. In certain
areas, such as "N 07 mxY, delaying can actually complicate
the question because a color may fade which makes it harder for
a Rav to rule correctly. In kitchen questions, i.e. "15n2 92", if the
vessel in question is left out, it may get mixed up with other
vessels and complicate the issue. Also, if too much time goes by,
one tends to forget necessary details that might be relevant.
Attitude. One who asks a sheilah should not feel that he or she
is bothering the Rav. The questioner should not feel rushed, and
should explain the question clearly with all details that might
possibly be relevant. If possible, one should ask during hours set
aside (by the Rav) for asking sheilos, as then he will not be
rushed. However, if necessary, one can ask even during busy
times like right before Shabbos. Some Rabbanim, aware of the
fact that these times are often ripe for hectic sheilos, prepare for
Shabbos earlier and are available right up until the zman.

NEVER. Remember, He neither slumbers nor sleeps ...
-EV_J )-Ey Ry '{gbwﬁﬁ 193 ') TIRD
DLNT TP TS TYN TIWY DD WRY

Identifying Oneself. When asking a sheilah by phone, unless
specific reasons require anonymity, one should tell the Rav who
is asking, so that he will know who to call back if an extra
addition to the psak comes to him afterwards. (If there is clear
caller ID this might not be necessary.) However, leaving a name
is still better, because the Rav might not know how to single out
this call from many others that he receives each day. Many
Rabbanim make a habit of asking, “Who am I speaking to?”’

Old Halacha: New Application. The Tosefa ) says that one
should not ask the Rav a sheilah “from far.” The Meforshim there
explain the reason is because the questioner might not fully hear
and comprehend the Rav’s teshuvah (answer). This is brought in
Shulchan Aruch ). Similarly, nowadays, if one calls a Rav, and
the connection is not good or there is background noise, one
must make sure that the questions and answers are heard and
understood clearly, even if it means calling a second time.

Asking a Second Rav. If one asked a sheilah and received a
psak, it is not advisable to ask another Rav. However, in straight
halacha, one is permitted to ask a second Rav if he informs that
Ravy that he has already asked another Rayv first @3). It will then be
up to the second Rav to choose if he can and wishes to rule,
according to his comprehension and to what it says in Y.D. there.

see VAW TT RWT

R’ Shlomo Wolbe z#’l (Alei Shur) would say:

P D (2) DY PYTMO (1)
N9 1D XD (3)

“NONN YR DY O NN - Yaakov Avinu bowing at the head of his bed teaches us that the Shechina is on top of
the head of a sick person, as Yaakov was bowing down to the Shechina. A sick or vulnerable person feels his weakness
and truly realizes that he is dependent upon Hashem’s support and sustenance. Because a weak person feels wholly

reliant on Hashem, Hashem in turn, comes closer and closer to him as well - 'NIN2 MNP IR 939 vRIP 999 N ANy

R’ Tzadok HaKohen zt”’I (Pri Tzaddik) would say:

'

by N3 N N IR MY - Both Shever Yehuda and Shevet Dan (15-)> ©27) are referred to as ‘7N .
Additionally, the leaders in charge of building the Mishkan were Betzalel from Shevet Yehuda and Oholiyav from Shevet
Dan. This teaches us that Shevet Dan, which traveled at the end (tenth) of the Shevatim in the desert, is connected to
Shevet Yehuda, which traveled first and represented Malchus (royalty), because it is essential that we connect the top to the
bottom, the end to the beginning. In fact, this is what is meant by Chazal (N5 7yn) who teach that in the future Hashem
will make a ‘machul’ - a circle for the Tzaddikim, for in a circle, the end and the beginning are connected as one. It is for
this reason that Yaakov Avinu recited the words, "n >mp TavY’ - over Dan, for the redemption (N W) can come when
such a low point has been reached that it is ready to join to the high point, and man’s existence comes full circle.”

A Wise Man would say:

“It takes time to create excellence. If it could be done quickly, more people would do it.”
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The Gemara (Sotah 36b) teaches that when Pharaoh decided to make Yosef the viceroy of Egypt, after he had
successfully interpreted his dreams, the Egyptian astrologers wished to test Yosef to see if he knew all seventy languages.
The angel Gavriel came and added to his name a letter (YD) from the Name of the Holy One, blessed be He, and he was
able to learn all the languages, and converse with Pharaoh in any language that he spoke. However, when Yosef spoke to
Pharaoh in Lashon HaKodesh, the holy tongue, he could not answer because he did not understand it. Pharaoh then made
Yosef swear not to reveal the fact that he knew the holy tongue while Pharaoh did not. Years later, when Yosef said to
Pharaoh, “My father made me swear,” that I would bury him in Eretz Yisroel, Pharaoh said to him, “Go request the
dissolution of your oath.” Yosef replied, “And should I also request dissolution for the oath that I took for your benefit?” (not
to reveal that Pharaoh did not know Hebrew) Consequently, even though Pharaoh was not amenable to letting Yosef go, he
worried that Yosef would request dissolution for the oath that he had taken for his benefit and reveal his shortcomings in
public. Pharaoh therefore said to him, “Go up and bury your father according to what he made you swear.”

In the state of Michigan, Hebrew day schools, Yeshivos and synagogues receive funding from the Jewish Federation of
Metropolitan Detroit. The organization has been around for decades and for many is considered the cornerstone of the
Jewish Community. Its stated commitment is taking care of the needs of the Jewish people and building a vibrant Jewish
future, in Detroit, in Israel and around the world. Its leadership is Jewish, but almost entirely not religious, and many
Orthodox institutions have found it difficult to deal with people who do not share the same Jewish goals and values.

Thus, it was with great anxiety that Yeshiva Gedolah Ateres Mordechai of Greater Detroit reacted to the election results
proclaiming the new Federation President, the virulently anti-religious candidate, Dr. Morris Feldberg (name has been
changed for privacy). Shortly after his electoral victory, Dr. Feldberg announced his intention to visit the Yeshivah
Gedolah, a venerated Detroit institution of higher education, to discern for himself if it really deserved Federation funds.

R’ Aryeh Leib Bakst zt”l, who served as Rosh Yeshivah for over fifty years and was a beacon of light for the Jews of
Detroit, as well as his many talmidim, was known as a man who spoke his mind. The Yeshivah board was concerned that
R’ Leib would give the new President a good “mussar shmuess” when he came, which might cause them to lose valuable
funding. They urged R’ Leib not to engage with the man, however, in the end, their efforts were for naught. Sure enough,
when Dr. Feldberg’s group arrived, one of his first requests was to meet the Dean of the school, Rabbi Bakst himself, and
members of the board were left with no choice but to introduce the Rosh Yeshivah to the new president.

As they feared, R’ Bakst got straight to the point. In his broken European accent, he asked Dr. Feldberg, “Tell me, do you
know what Parsha it is this week?” Dr. Feldberg turned a few colors, but said sheepishly, “No, sorry rabbi. Please tell me.”

“Okay, it’s Parshas Vayechi,” answered R’ Leib. “Dr. Feldberg, allow me to tell you the lesson of Parshas Vayechi.”

The Rosh Yeshivah launched into a full explanatory lecture of the Talmud in Sotah which tells of the oath that Yosef,
the viceroy, made to Pharaoh in Egypt, not to reveal his lack of knowledge of the holy tongue, Lashon HaKodesh.

“Now, I ask you,” said R’ Leib, after ensuring that Dr. Feldberg understood the words of the Sages. “Why must Pharaoh
know Hebrew? Isn’t it impressive enough that he knew the other 69 languages? So what if he didn’t speak Hebrew?”

Dr. Feldberg smiled, enjoying the intellectual challenge. He nodded and admitted that he did not know the answer.

“Okay, I will tell you, but listen carefully to my answer,” said R’ Leib to the Federation President. “A leader must
understand the language of his constituents. This includes all his constituents!” R’ Leib’s eyes narrowed sharply. “If you
represent any group - including Yeshivos and religious institutions - you must speak everyone’s language! You must

understand how they think and what are their goals. This is the only gay,you can be an effective leader!” (Heard from a
srandson of R” Bakst) AT 3T TR Swn
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Swn: Deep in the forest, a pregnant deer is about to give
birth. She finds a remote grass field near a strong-flowing
river. This seems a safe place. Suddenly, labor pains begin.

At the same moment, dark rain clouds gather above and a
shock of lightning ignites a forest fire. The deer looks to her
left and sees a hunter with his bow extended pointing at
her. To her right, she spots a hungry lion approaching her.
What can the pregnant deer do? She is in labor!

What will happen? Will the deer survive? Will she give
birth to a fawn? Will the fawn survive? Or will everything
be burned by the forest fire? Will she perish to the hunters’

arrow? Will she die a horrible death at the hands of the
hungry lion approaching her? She is constrained by the fire
on one side and the flowing river on the other, and boxed in
by her natural predators. It seems she is doomed.

The pregnant deer is out of options. What does she do?
She focuses on giving birth to a new life.

The sequence of events that follows are: Lightning strikes
and blinds the hunter. He releases the arrow which zips past
the deer and strikes the hungry lion. It starts to rain heavily,
and the forest fire is slowly doused by the rain.

And the deer? She gives birth to a healthy fawn.

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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We all know that the Torah is timeless, pertaining to our generation as much as it did to those who stood at Har Sinai.
Thus, when Yaakov Avinu bentches his grandchildren, Ephraim and Menashe, he tells them that Klal Yisroel will use the
blessing of "Nwy2 MR PN T to bless their children for all eternity, and we have faithfully followed his instructions
no matter the occasion - Friday night, erev Yom Kippur, or at a child’s wedding. The question is, we see that Yaakov already
blessed Ephraim and Menashe with an extremely meaningful beracha: "© N NX T12> ¥7 5210 NN NN TNONN” - the angel
that has redeemed me from all evil should bless these children, "y 0 292 2799 W™ - they shall multiply on land like the fish
multiply in the sea. If one were to choose a blessing for all eternity, he would likely choose the beracha of "sxnin T80, If so,
why did Yaakov Avinu choose the words "Ny 098D DPOX 7w instead, to be the eternal blessing of Klal Yisroel? What
timeless message is hidden in these few words? Additionally, why does the posuk add the words, "nw» »a5 DN NN DY’ -
“He put Ephraim before Menashe ”? Is this observation so important that it should be added on to the previous beracha?

My machshava here is that Ephraim and Menashe were special children who would’ve been justified in complaining about
inequality. When Menashe saw Yaakov’s right hand reach for Ephraim’s head he could’ve said, ‘“Zaida, this is unfair! I am
older, your right hand should be on my head!” When Yosef decided to correct the placement of Yaakov’s hands, Ephraim
could’ve said, “Zaida chose me! Why switch now? It’s not fair!” This could’ve caused a rift between them for the rest of their
lives. Yet, neither uttered a sound! No complaints. Yaakov remembered the terrible consequences of jealousy and hatred
between the Shevatim, his own children. When he saw how Ephraim and Menashe got along so beautifully, he felt that this is

the ultimate beracha for Klal Yisroel, for children to get along in the future, to have no jealous or ill will toward one another.

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH
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aakov’s final days were drawing near, so he requested
from Yosef that he be buried, “in my grave which I have dug
012) for myself in the Land of Canaan.” Rashi cites a
Medrash that Yaakov took all the gold and silver he had
earned in the house of Lavan and made a heap (»3) and
offered this entire treasure to Esav in return for the entire
Cave of Machpelah. Why did he do this? Why didn’t he just
offer a fair price and purchase it conventionally?

R’ Yissachar Frand shlit’a answers that in truth, Yaakov
Avinu was afraid of his brother Esav - ™9 9% 70 2py X'
Chazal say that he was fearful of the extra merits Esav had
that Yaakov didn’t. Esav had honored his parents during the
twenty-two years that Yaakov was in the house of Lavan and
Esav had also been living in Eretz Yisroel all that time. By
offering Esav all of the money he had made outside the land,

he was hoping to negate these two extra merits Esav had.
Yaakov was showing that he wanted to be buried next to his
fathers, and that he wanted to be buried in Ererz Yisroel. On
the other hand, by accepting Yaakov’s offer, Esav showed
how insignificant living in Eretz Yisroel was to him, and how
little he really cared about his fathers. (Treasure Within)

It is related that when the Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Avraham
Mordechai Alter zt”l, visited Eretz Yisroel in 5684 (1924),
he sent a letter back to his followers and mentioned, “the holy
city of Tel Aviv.” His followers were taken aback. They
could understand the holy city of Jerusalem, Tzefas or
Chevron - but Tel Aviv? They wrote back to the Rebbe for
clarification and he replied that while all the other cities
contain mosques and churches, in el Aviv the only houses of
prayer are shuls! One sees what you want to see in Eretz
Yisroel. One can look for imperfections, or one can lift up his
eyes and see its spiritual, as well as its physical beauty.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The Torah tells us that Yaakov blessed his sons, “each according to his blessing, he blessed them.” Why would Yaakov

bless each son with the blessing he already had? Shouldn’t he bless them with what they don’t have, not with what they are
blessed with already. R’ Avraham Pam z#” explains that the root of one’s neshama can be understood by looking at the
strength of a person. We often wonder: what is my mission in this world? Hashem put me here to accomplish something; what
is it? One way to find out is by looking at the tools He gave us. The same way a baker needs supplies to bake, and a tailor needs
material to sew, if you want to know what you need to do in life, look at the tools Hashem gave you! If Hashem gave you a
good head, or a soft heart, a patient nature or a joyous personality, you must recognize that they are there for you to serve Hashem!
This, writes the Cheishev Sofer, is the meaning of "577°9 5y W5 TuN" - “Educate a child according to his way.” Yaakov
understood the depth of his sons and blessed them accordingly. He told each one what his strength is. Even when he needed to
give mussar to Reuven, Shimon and Levi, he was pointing out a nature that could be a blessing but was used inappropriately.
Nowadays, we expect all of our children to be the same. There is very little room for anything “out of the box” - and believe
me, it is very suffocating for some children when they are put “in the box,” not allowing them to express their own individual
blessing that Hashem has given them. We need to follow the example of Yaakov Avinu! All 12 of his son’s were different!
They all had unique strengths that Yaakov encouraged and blessed. We need to take the time to understand the great blessings
that lie inside our children and help them develop. Even a negative trait like impulsiveness and anger can be a blessing when
used properly. The way to educate our children is by helping them recognize and utilize their innate blessings from Hashem.




