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    Previously, we mentioned that during Elul, one should make sure
that his mitzvah items are in good condition. Included in this
is verifying that all of one’s clothes are free from shaatnez.
Trained checkers say that according to the number of
people and clothes that are bought, too few items are
brought in for checking. Apparently, many people are not
aware of the various types of garments that need to be
checked or rely on their own reading of lables which are
often confusing or false. A trained expert must be consulted.

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xzl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl 

el iz`xae rxd xvi iz`xa

A Torah Tavlin PublicationA Torah Tavlin PublicationA Torah Tavlin PublicationA Torah Tavlin Publication
34 Mariner Way Monsey, NY 1095234 Mariner Way Monsey, NY 1095234 Mariner Way Monsey, NY 1095234 Mariner Way Monsey, NY 10952
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  Shabbos Parshas Ki Savo - Third - Fourth Perek

    f"qyz lel` g"i     September 1, 2007 -

                * 7:13 -  zay zexp zwlcd(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)    1:29 - zay/ dlecb dgpn  
7:29 - zayd mei ly driwy        ~~~~~~~~        9:03 - `"n/rny z`ixw onf         

8:19 -  aixrn /  miakekd z`v        ~~~~~~        9:39 - `"xbd /rny z`ixw onf       
 `"xbdl / dlitzd onf seq           10:45 -   zhiyl /  k"d`v       ~~~~ 8:41 -  mz epiax         

("dlk i`ea" xn`iyn) zayd zlaw mvr onfn xg`l oi` ,mcwen wilcny in - 6:07 drya y"ra dgpnd blt *
zexxerzd ixace miig igwl                                                                                       axd z`n mely `"hily lxrt
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                      iwqalyew v"xbd zaiyia p"ep

((((bbbb,,,,aaaa,,,,`̀̀̀----eeeekkkk))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    jjjjiiiiwwwweeeellll`̀̀̀    ''''ddddllll    mmmmeeeeiiiidddd    iiiizzzzccccbbbbdddd    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ddddnnnncccc`̀̀̀dddd    iiiixxxxtttt    llllkkkk    zzzziiiiyyyy`̀̀̀xxxxnnnn    zzzzggggwwwwlllleeee    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    llll`̀̀̀    `̀̀̀eeeeaaaazzzz    iiiikkkk    ddddiiiiddddeeee    
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH

    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Tzedakah - Giving a Tenth (ragn) - cont.

Calculation. Last week, we discussed the basic

calculations from which a tenth (Maaser) should be

given, i.e. one deducts from his earnings, the

business expenses and losses and gives 1/10 of the

remainder (1). Let us now add a few more important

details. Income tax, whether paid by the employer or

by the worker, is like money he never really brought

home and therefore, he is only required to give a

tenth of the net amount that he brings home (1).

Social Security tax is also not included in what one

earns. If later on in life, a person starts to receive

payments from Social Security, he must give Maaser

then. If, at that time he needs that income to live on

and has nothing or little left over, he is not obligated

to sacrifice his basic necessities to give Maaser. This

is similar to a person in his earning years whose

expenses are close to his earnings, and is not obligated

in giving Maaser if it will cut into his basic expenses

(2). Other taxes that a person pays such as sales or

property tax are included in his tithable income (3).

Distribution. The main purpose and usage of Maaser

was intended to be for the poor, and/or for Torah

learning, by giving to institutions or persons involved

in Torah study (4). Some Poskim (Mahara”m) hold

that d

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

that certain types of mitzvah expenses (which are not

absolute obligations) can be paid for with Maaser

money, if one cannot afford them otherwise. Others

(Mahari”L) argue and say that Maaser should only

go for the needy or to help those learning Torah (5).

Since the custom has become to rely on the lenient

opinion, one may do so (6). Yet, it is preferable to

make sure that giving Maaser does not become a

“practice-makes-like-promise” obligation on oneself,

and then he can certainly rely on the Mahara”m (7).

(Specific instances will be discussed next week.) 

   This can be done by saying “Bli Neder” (without a

promise) before he starts doing this mitzvah. Also, at

any later time, he can do ohrsb ,r,v - releasing his

“vow” by stating before 3 people, “I regret not saying

‘Bli Neder’ before starting to give Maaser.” They tell

him "W�k r,un" - “You are released” and he then says

that any future Maaser giving should be “Bli Neder”.

urntu urvrvafu 'ovhfrm kf ovk i,b ohrmnn ktrah utmhaf
hbta ofhhj 'hkg o,rvrv 'v"cev ovk rnt 'ubcrec wv ahv
rntba 'ekng 'vz vzhtu 'of,t laubu tc ckfv hrv 'ofk ghsun
,rfv ,shnc ohrxj uhv ktraha vza rtucnu /f"g /"ekng tchu

/ovc ojkhvk juf ekngk i,b 'v"cev hpkf 'cuyv
ktrahc ojkhvk ughdv eknga ',uharpv ,ufhnx icun z"hpku    
ohrhfn ubt ohrufhc ,tcvcu 'cuyv ,rfv ,shnc iurxj jufn
ck ofk wv i,b tku" :cu,f varpv ;uxc ifu /u,cuy kg uk ohsunu
rhfvk" :k"zu h"ar c,fu /(wd 'y"f ohrcs) "vzv ouhv sg wudu ,gsk

/cuyv ,rfv ihbg rtucn oa odu /"v"cev hsxj ,t
% "kcb" 'ruthcvu /(wu 'c"k ohrcs) "ofj tku kcb og" :cu,f vbvu    

 f"f) vcuy rhfn ubhta vzi"cnrvvtur ubhta % "ofj tku" '(
/uk chyvk wv lhanh tk cua 'vcuy rhfn ubhta iuhfna 'skubv

v rtcn z"pku     t"egrd:euxpv (wt vars ',uasj ,ucua,)
'wb ohkhv,) "oheukt gahc ubtrt lrs oau 'hbbscfh vsu, jcuz"
wv uvtrha lrs unmgk ohan 'uh,ucuy kg wvk vsuna iuhfa '(d"f

/k"bv lubhjv hrcsfu 'u,guahc sug
'uhsxj ubhkg ghpah wva ohuenu ihsv ouh hbpk ohsnug ubt ,gf   
uhsxj kg cuy rhfvk ohrrug,nu tuc, hf ,arp ohtrueaf ifku

/usxj ubhkg ghpah vbav oda vfzba vkp, ubt 'vbav lanc

   puhsxj kg wvk ,usuvk 'vnstv hrp ,hatrn thcvk vzc ubhuym
c rthc vz ihbgfu /ohrmn ,thmh ztn ubng vagalubhjv rpx

ucck rrugk uk hutr 'wv uhkt chyhv ratf if kg" :(u"r, vumn)
rpxhu 'okugv iust ,tn uhkt ghdv kfv hf cuajku 'uvhp hrcsc
vfuz 'ucuycu wv jcac uapb ,urrug,v lu,nu 'wufu lrc,h uhsxj

/k"fg "umrt ,frc,nu
ekng lk vag rat ,t rufz" :cu,f tm, hf ,arp ouhxc vbvu    
wgu) ?vzk vz ukt ,uharp ufnxb vnk ihcvk ahu /"jfa, tk wudu

vzc trzg ictu y"vgc (
'"jfa, tk"u "rufz" ka huuhmc iuakv ,ukhpf kg rhgvk ah sugu    

v rtcnu ?ekng ,hhjn ,arpc cu,farpux c,fvn sckna '
rapt,v lht rufzk ohfhrm od 'ekng ka ovhagn rufzk ubhkga
'vaga vn % "rufz"ba ubhuuymb 'ifku /ktrah og ojkhvk ekngk

/if ,uagk uk i,hb lht % "jfa, tk"u
vhva sjtk ?ihnus ktrah uhv vnk" :c,f (t"xr ,una) yuekhc   
rcs vtur icv vhvu 'euac ufhkun vhvu up,f kg uvchfrvu ic uk
/,hahkau vhbau vbuatr ogp 'uk jeuk tuvu hk je uhctk rnutu
cfur v,t % vyua 'k"t ?tct ,t ,htr k"t 'sjt ost ic vtr
,htr vzk rnut ,tu lk jeuk hbt aecn v,ta vn kfu hp,f kg
lf /ufabu ckf tc up,f kgn ufhkav 'uhct vag vn 'hct ,t
urntu urvrvafu 'ovhfrm kf ovk i,b ohrmnn ktrah utmhaf
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 t:yh:c sxj ,cvt (4) oa van ,urdt (3) sp:v ohrahn ccus (2) dne:t s"uh van ,urdt (1)
           c:ynr s"uh vcua, hj,p (7) wcbe ;s vesm jrutc (6) t:ynr s"uh t"nr (5)
         

R’ Tzaddok Hakohen of Lublin ZT”L (Pri Tzaddik) would say:
   “In the entire parsha of Bikkurim and Viduy, we do not find the letter wxw which represents the Satan (ktnx).
This is because this parsha is comparable to a son speaking and pleading with his father. Fortunately, the

Satan cannot interfere during such a tender and emotional period of time.” 

R’ Shmuel Mohilever ZT”L would say: 
   “In the vjfu, we find the following: wiuerhcu iupsacu crjcu rjrjcu ,ekscu ,jsecu ,pjac wv vffhw. We know

the meaning of most of these sicknesses and diseases but one is unclear: wrjrjw. It is possible that this

‘disease’ is a common one within our people; when an unworthy person decides that he must become a Rov

or Rebbe and be a leader over others. Woe unto us when we are caught in the plague of wrjrjw - which is a

shortened version jw hmr cj hmrwhc  - ‘half a Rabbi, half a Rebbe’!” 

A Wise Man would say:
    “If you can’t see the bright side of life, polish up the dull side.”

miigd xexva dxexv dznyp `dz - lel` h"i 'tp - d"r dcedi mdxa` 'x za rbiit dxetv znyp ielirl
MAZEL TOV TO SHMULI  GLEIBERMAN IN HONOR OF HIS BAR MITZVAH. MAY WE ALL SEE MUCH NACHAS FROM HIM

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



caused an increase in the price of meat, chicken and matzah, something many were not willing to except.

Slaughterhouse owners did not take well to their loss of authority while many Jewish housewives complained

of the increase in kosher meat prices. The Chief Rabbi was maligned, assaulted, and attacked on a daily basis,

both in person and in the anti-religious Jewish media. He was accused of robbing the poor for his personal

gain, and worse. It did not take long for all of R’ Joseph’s “enemies” to join in and attack other areas of his

successes in an attempt to reverse them. Those who were offended by his efforts against Shabbos desecration

attacked him. Anti-religious demonstrations were constantly being organized throughout the Lower East Side

denigrating the Chief Rabbi’s authority. By the end of 1893, R’ Yaakov Yosef went from Chief Rabbi to a

simple mashgiach, and soon, he lost his job altogether. The city that had welcomed him so enthusiastically

with honor and hope abandoned him, ungrateful of all the effort he initiated on its behalf, with the exception

of a few. He was soon all but forgotten and after a long sickness, he died on the 24th of Tammuz, 1902.

    Around 100,000 people attended R’ Yaakov Yosef’s funeral. The leading Torah authorities in the United

States eulogized him, each one defending the late Chief Rabbi’s honor, chastising the people for the way he was

mistreated. The Chief Rabbi of Pittsburgh, PA, R’ Moshe Shimon Sivits ZT”L, cried out, “R’ Yaakov Yosef

was only honored twice by the people of New York City - once when he arrived and now that he is gone!” 

   History records, that as the funeral procession followed his bier past the printing plant of R. Hoe and Co., the

mostly German workforce angrily hurled stones, metal pipes, and garbage at the procession below. A riot unfolded

and an Anti-Semitic police force of over 200 took to clubbing the attacked rather than the attackers. When the dust

settled, it found scores of mourners hospitalized or arrested while the R. Hoe and Co. received a slap on the wrist.

   The Almighty, however, never leaves a debt unpaid. Two years later, on June 15, 1904, more than 1,300

members of New York City’s “Kleindeutschland” (Little Germany), which included the majority of the R.

Hoe and Co. workforce, boarded a leisure steamboat to spend the day at Locust Grove on Long Island Sound.

As the boat steamed down the East River, it somehow became engulfed in a ball of fire. The boat’s captain,

fearing an explosion should he dock the boat, unwisely opted to proceed at top speed to North Brother Island,

a mile up ahead, further fanning the flames with the increased speed. Although it was on the East River with

its usual overcrowding of small boats, adequately stocked with lifeboats, and a few yards from shore, more

than 1,020 people died by the time the boat finally docked. Due to the tragedy, within the next few years the

entire neighborhood collapsed. The once proud German neighborhood of 80,000 was reduced to a handful. 

   Ironically, most every schoolchild can recount the tragic events of the Titanic (1,500 people killed),

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor (1,117 people killed), and the Terrorist attack on the World Trade Center

(around 2,800 people killed), but few, even in New York, can recall the General Slocum Steamboat fire.

Hashem takes revenge on the wicked when they lack the proper respect for Torah and its scholars.

((((dddd----cccckkkk))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    llllkkkk    aaaaxxxxnnnn    aaaaaaaallll    aaaaeeeehhhhaaaaeeee    ddddggggnnnnyyyyaaaa    jjjjiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    zzzzccccaaaarrrr    `̀̀̀llll    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    zzzzggggzzzz 
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mmmmyyyy    xxxxbbbbiiiieeee    ddddnnnniiiixxxxvvvvnnnn    ccccxxxxiiiieeee    iiiiaaaa`̀̀̀    ccccaaaa`̀̀̀    iiiinnnnxxxx`̀̀̀    
    lllleeeeccccbbbb    iiiieeeebbbbllll    mmmmyyyy    iiiiddddiiiieeee    hhhhrrrrnnnn    iiiizzzznnnnaaaa                    ((((dddd----eeeekkkk))))

   We find here the famous words of Rashi: “Lavan

attempted to destroy everything when he chased after

Yaakov. And since he intended to do so, Hashem

considers it as if he actually did it, for (in the case of)

the nations of the world, the Holy One considers

their wicked thoughts as (actual) actions.”

    R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZT”L provides a

novel interpretation of this posuk. Nowhere in the

text of the Torah do we find that Lavan wished to kill

our father Yaakov, or even attempted to bodily do so.

However, the posuk "hct sct hnrt" - “An Aramean

attempted to destroy my father” testifies that this is

in fact what happened. Although we may not know

exactly how and when Lavan tried to bring about his

destruction, in the end we are told that it did occur

and Hashem protected and saved our holy ancestor

Yaakov. Likewise, this occurs in each generation; the

nations plot against us, but not necessarily with our

knowledge. This itself is cause for thanksgiving for it

allows us to realize the great kindness that Hashem

does for us even when we are not aware of it.

  As the posuk in Tehillim states: 'ohud kf wv ,t ukkv"
(t-zhe) "usxj ubhkg rcd hf /ohngv kf uvujca - “Praise

Hashem, all nations; extol Him, all the peoples! For

His kindness has overwhelmed us.” Now why should

the nations praise Hashem, the G-d of the Jewish

People, when “His kindness has overwhelmed us”?

The answer is that the nations know very well the

evil plots they have planned for us, and when

Hashem protects the Jewish People, they realize that

Hashem knows everything. They have no choice but

to praise and extol G-d - even if it is grudgingly - for

they see that He protects His people at all times.

        ----ttttyyyylllleeee    mmmmiiiiccccaaaarrrrllll    jjjjiiiiaaaaiiii`̀̀̀llll    mmmmyyyy    mmmmzzzzxxxxkkkknnnnzzzzddddeeee
    zzzziiiixxxxaaaadddd    iiiixxxxaaaacccc    ddddllll`̀̀̀    ....ddddppppwwww    ooooiiii`̀̀̀eeee    zzzzeeeegggg((((hhhhqqqq----ggggkkkk))))    

   The final curse handed down from Moshe Rabbeinu

to the Jewish People tells of how Hashem will return

His sinning Nation to Egypt where they will be put

up as slaves - "vbue ihtu" - there will be no buyers.

Although this may seem like the opposite of a curse,

Rashi explains that rather than be taken into servitude,

the people will be annihilated and destroyed. 

    The next words after this begin: ,hrcv hrcs vkt"
"van ,t wv vum rat - “These are the words of the

covenant that Hashem commanded Moshe.” R’

Shloime Kluger ZT”L draws an interesting parallel

between the end of the vjfu, and the beginning of the

next parsha. The Torah gives its final admonition: If

Bnei Yisroel will not listen to the word of Hashem

and not follow in His ways, there will come a time

when the ultimate curse will be effected. The Torah

will be disregarded, u"j, and there will be no one left to

study it. No amount of disease, sickness, bondage or

war could be as terrible for the Jewish Nation, as the

unfulfilled promise of "lgrz hpnu lhpn vru,v aunh tk" -
“The Torah will never be removed from your mouth

and the mouths of your children.” Thus, the posuk

states: "vbue ihtu" - There will be no takers, no one left

to possess vkt" hrcs ",hrcv  - These lofty and holy words

of the Torah. This is, undeniably, the ultimate curse.

    After R’ Shloime Kluger’s death, his son made an

effort to raise money in order to publish his great

father’s works. After months of difficulty, he was

unable to raise the full amount as people were simply

not giving. “My father saw this coming,” he once

intoned. “He knew that there would be a time when

"vbue iht" - there will be no buyers, no one will be

interested in supporting his Torah and its publication!”

llllyyyynnnn: In the courtyard of R’ Menachem Mendel of
Kotzk ZT”L, there was a Chasid who observed
every mitzvah of the Torah scrupulously and with
great joy. His rejoicing in the Torah inspired many
others and even when he reached a ripe old age, he
never failed to dance and sing during davening, with
the enthusiasm of a young boy.
   The old man became sick and knew that his end
was near. A number of his close friends sat by his
bedside encouraging him during his last hours. The
old man lay quiet in bed with closed eyes, whispering
words of prayer. One of the Chassidim at his side
bent down and whispered into the old man’s ears,

“What is bothering you now during these moments?”
   The old man opened his eyes and said, “I am deeply
grieved since I cannot go out and dance in joy. I
know that my time is near and I am about to leave
this world. Since it is the will of Hashem, I also know
that this is a mitzvah and I would like to observe this
mitzvah, as all the others, with great joy!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: A Jew is not only expected to serve Hashem
with joy and gladness, he is required to do so. When
we say "vjnac wv ,t uscg" - “Serve Hashem with joy,”
we also must keep in mind that the awful curses of
the vjfu, come as a result of not serving Hashem
with “Joy, goodness of heart and great abundance.”
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    ((((eeeekkkk----ffffkkkk))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    oooonnnn`̀̀̀    mmmmrrrrdddd    llllkkkk    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀eeee    mmmmzzzz`̀̀̀    zzzzeeeeyyyyrrrrllll    zzzz`̀̀̀ffffdddd    ddddxxxxeeeezzzzdddd    iiiixxxxaaaacccc    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiwwwwiiii    `̀̀̀llll    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    xxxxeeeexxxx`̀̀̀
     On July 7, 1888, R’ Yaakov Yosef Joseph ZT”L arrived by ship in Hoboken, N.J., where a large crowd

of hopeful well-wishers awaited, to greet the newly appointed Chief Rabbi of New York. R’ Yaakov Yosef

refused to disembark as it was Shabbos, and the crowd waited patiently for him until after sundown. He was

then escorted to his new home where a crowd of close to 50,000 gathered to great him and show their respect. 

    At first, R’ Joseph met with much success, especially in testing shochtim and replacing those who were

unqualified, and doubled the number of certified shochtim in the New York City area. The new Chief Rabbi

also took an active interest in education, making periodic visits to the Etz Chaim Yeshiva to test the older

students. Within the first few weeks of his arrival, R’ Joseph established a new Beis Din in New York City.

   However, the Chief Rabbi’s exuberant popularity did not last long. The measures to strengthen kashrus


